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ADVERTISEMENT. 


IN  the  Debates  of  this  Period  are  many  im- 
portant Motions,  arifing  from  a  Variety  of 
iiiterefting  Events,  both  domeftic  and  foreign. 
Several  material  Changes  in  the  AdminiRration 
were  the  Confequence  of  thofe Debates.  As  the 
Attention  of  Parliament  was  occafionally  em- 
ployed upon  a  long  and  cxpenfive  War  with 
both  France  and  Spain^  and  the  SupprelTion  of 
an  unnatural  and  inteiline  Rebellion  :  A  Mo- 
ment's Refiedion  will  fhew  this  to  have  been 
one  of  the  moil  important  Periods  in  our  Hif- 
tory.  It  is  therefore  to  be  regretted,  that  thefe 
Debates  have  not  been  collated  and  digeiled 
before,  and  that  fo  necefiaFy  a  Work  has  been 
fo  long  negleded  ^  a  Work  fo  elTentially  ufeful 
to  every  Member  of  Parliament,  and  every 
Lover  of  Conftitutional  Hillory. 

These  Debates,  many  Speeches  in  which 
were  furnifhed  by  the  Speakers  themfelves,  and 
all  of  them  have  been  compared  v/ith  authentic 
Notes  taken  in  the  Houfe,  are  arranged  partly 
upon  the  fame  Plan  with  Chandler'^  CoUcdtion, 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 

which  Is  brought  down  to  the  Year  1742,  as 
is  alfo  "Tcrhtck^s  ;  but  with  fuch  Improvements 
from  the  Journals,  and  other  authentice  Papers, 
as  it  is  prefumed  will  render  them  worthy  the 
Notice  of  every  Britijh  Legiflator. 

The  Editors  beg  Leave  to  inform  the  Public, 
that  in  Order  to  render  the  Continuation  of 
this  interefting  Work  as  compleat  and  authentic 
as  poffible,  feveral  Noblemen  and  Gentlemen 
have,  from  Motives  of  public  Benefit,  already 
condefcendcd  tofurnifh  them  with  feveral  Notes 
of  their  Speeches  *,  and  if  any  other  Perfons 
fhould  be  pleafed  to  convey  to  the  Publifher 
any  Notes  which  they  are  pofTefTed  of,  fuch  Pa- 
pers will  be  moft  gratefully  and  thankfully 
received. 


^  The  CONTINUATION  of  this  IVORK  is  in  great  firivardnefs, 
and  <will  be  put  to  the  Prefs  as  foon  as  fome  important  Tapers 
and  other  authentic  M.at£rials  Jhall  be  furnijhed,  nvhich  the  Edi- 
tors have  been  encouraged  to  expedy  and  ivbicb  thej  do  not 
doubt  ivill  be  found  interejiing  to  the  Public. 
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PROCEEDINGS 


OF    THE 


Hon.  Houfe  of  Commons^ 


N  Decemher  i,   I743,.  after  feveral  Proro-  An.  16  and  17. 
gations,  the  Parliament  met  at  Wejimin-  Geo.  II  1743. 
fler  \  when  a  Bill  for  more  efFeflually  pre-  ^»-"*'V'*^ 
venting  clandeftine  Outlawries  was   read 
the  firft  Time,  and  ardeied  to  be  read   a 
Tecond  Time. 

Then  Mr.  Speaker  reported  to  the  Houfe  his  Majeft)/'s 
Speech,  as  follows: 

^^  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen,  r^^^^     K.ing*8 

"  O^^^^  y°'^^  ^^^"^"^   Meeting,  I  have,  purfuant  to  speech  at  open- 
"   ^    VOiir  Advice,   and  in  Confequence  of  your  Sup-  i"§    ^^^  ^thir.i 

c^    ^     -^  J  V.  riTir'*-  rSeffion     of     the 

^'  port,  exerted  my  Endeavours  for  thePrefervation  ot  ^^^.^^  Parliamens 
*'  the  Houfe  of  Ju/Jria,  and  the   Maintenance  of  the  of  this  Reign. 
B  "  Balance 
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An.  i6  and  ir.  <«  Balance  and  Liberties  of  Europe.  It  has  plcafed  God 

Geo,  r.  j743.^  "  *^^  §'^^   Succcfs  to  our  Arms,  in  Conjundion  with 

thofe  of  the  Queen  oi  Hungary^  and  as  her*Auxilia- 

'  ries.   The  Doniinions  of  that  Princefs  have  been  en- 

'  tirely  evacuated  by  her  Enemies ;  and  the  powerful 

'  Armies,  which  had  marched  to  their  Afliftanee,  have 

'  been  obliged  to  retire  out  of  the  Empire.     In  this 

'  Conjuncture,  it  is  a  great  Satisfae):ion  to  me,  to  ac- 

'  quaint  you,  that   I  have  been  joined  by  a  Body  of 

'  Troops  of  my  good  Friends   and  Allies  the.  States 

'  General. 

**  In  further  Profecution  of  thefe  JVTeafures,  the  De- 

■  finitive  Treaty  between  me,  the  Queen  of  Hungary f 

•  and  the  King  of  Sardinia^  has  been  happily  concluded, 
'  which  fliall  be  laid  before  you.  The  Advantages^. 
'  which  cannot  fail  to  refult  from  this  Alliance,  to  the 

•  Common  Caufe,  are  apparent ;  and  it  will  be  parti^ 

•  cularly  conducive  to  the  Interefts  of  my  Kingdoms, 

■  by  dilappointing  the   ambitious  Views  of  the  Crown 

•  o(  Spain^  with  which  we  are  engaged  in  fojuft  and 

•  necelTary   a  War.    As  I  make   na  Doubt  but  you 
'  will  proceed  upon  thefe  Foundations  with  Firmnefs 

and  Conftancy,  we  may  reafonably  hope  to  fee  the 
'  public  Tranquillity  re-eftablifhed,  and  a  general  and 

■  honourable  Peace  obtained.     Thefe  are  my  Views, 
'  to  which  my  utraoil  Attention  and  Refolution  Ihall 

not  be  wanting:  But,  in  order  to  bring  about  thefe 
great  Ends,  Meafures  of  Vigour  are  necefTary  ;  and 
to  enable  me  to  concert  and  carry  on  fuch  Meafures, 
I  do>  with  a  juft  Confidence,  rely  on  your  zealous, 
cheerful,  and  effectual  Support. 
*'  The  Marriage  of  my  youngeft  Daughter  with  the 
Prince  Royal  of  Denmark^  cannot  but  give  Satisfac- 
tion to  all  my  good  Subjeds,  as  it  tends  to  cement 
and  ftrengthen  the  Proteftant  Intereft  in  Europe.^* 

"  Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons^ 
*'  I  have  ordered  the  Efiimates  to  be  laid  before  you, 
for  the  Service  of  the  enfuing  Year ;  and  defire  you 
to  grant  me  fuch  Supplies,  as  fliall  be  requifite  for[the 
Honour  and  Security  of  the  Nation,  and  adequate  to 
the  Exigencies  of  the  Public. 

*'  In  doing  this,  let  me  p?.rticularly  recommend  it 
to  you>  to  enable  xiie  to  c©Mcrt  proper  Meafures, 

"  and 
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**  tb  enter  into,  and  make  good  fuch  Alliances  and  En-  An.  16  and  17. 
*'  gagements  with    other  Pov/ers,  as  may  be  neceflary     ^°'  ^•^743' 
*'  for  the  Support  %f  the  Queen  of  i/^?7c'<?r^j  and   refto-  * ~ 

"  ring  the  Balance  of  Power. 
"  Aly  Lord's  mid  Gentlemen^ 
*'  I  have  had  fuch  Experience  of  your  Duty  and  Af- 
*'  fe£tion  to  me,  and  of  your  Zeal  for  the  Good  of 
*'  your  Country,  that  it  would  be  fuperfluous  to  add 
^'  any  thing  to  prefs  thefe  important  Confiderations  up- 
*'  o\\  you.  Union  and  Harmony  arnongfi:  curfelves, 
**  and  Vigour  and  Difpatch  in  your  Proceedings,  are 
"  indifpenfably  neceffary  in  fuch  Conjun6lures.  Let 
*'  nothing  obllru6t  or  divert  your  Steadinefs  and  Ap- 
*'  plication  to  the  great  Ends  vi^hich  I  have  laid  before 
*'  you  ;  and  be  alTured,  that  nothing  can  ever  divert  me 
"  from  purfuing  your  true  and  lading  Intereft." 

Hereupon  a  Motion  was  made  by  the  Hon.  Ed-  Debate  on  a  Mo- 
ward  Cokey  for  an  humble  Addrefs  to  his  Majefty,  '^c.  ^^^^"  ^'^r  ^[j  Ad- 
who,  on  that  Occafion,  delivered  himfelf  as  follows:        for  \he  Kbg'a 

'  Sir,  Speech. 

*  As  our  Duty  to  our  Sovereign  makes  it  necefTary  for  hq^^  ej.  Coke, 
us  to  return  fome  Sort  of  Addrefs  by  Way  of  Anfwer  to 
his  Speech  from  the  Throne,  at  the  Opening  of  a  Sef- 
lion,  and  as  this  Practice  has  been  eftablifhed  by  imme- 
morial Cuftom,  I  ihould  not  think  it  neceflary  to  give 
you  any  Trouble,  or  to  fay  any  thing  in  Support  of  the 
Motion  I  am  to  make  j  but  the  preTent  CcnjuniSlure  is 
fo  critical,  and  the  Services  his  Majefty  has  lately  ren- 
dered, even  at  the  Rifk  of  his  facred  Life-,  arefo  extra- 
ordinary, and  have  been  attended  with  fuch  happy 
Confequences,  that  I  cannot  rife  up,  upon  this  Occa- 
fion,  without  taking  particular  Notice  of  them  ;  there- 
fore I  hope  I  fhall  be  excufed,  if  I  introduce  my  Mo- 
tion with  my  Sentiments  upon  that  furprifing  Turn 
which  has  been  lately  given  to  the  Affairs  of  Europe^  by 
his  Majeity's  Wifdom  and  Conduct. 

'  In  order  to  do  this,  Sir,  I  muft  begin  with  obfer- 
ving  the  difmal  Profpe£t  we  had  of  the  Affairs  oi Europe 
about  18  or  19  Months  ago.  I  think  there  is  no  Maxim 
in  Politicks  more  certain  than  this,  That  it  is  incon- 
fiflent  with  the  Liberties  of  Europe,  to  allow  France 
to  increafe  her  own  Power,  or  to  divide  the  Power  of 
B  2  Europe 
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An.  16  and  17.  Europe  into  fo  many  Branches  as  to  make  It  Impoflible 
Gee.  li.  1743.   fQf  ^j^y  Qj^e  Prince  or  State  to  think  of  oppofing  her  in 
any  of  her  ambitious  Schemes  j  for  it  is   very  certain^ 
that,  as  foon  as  the  1  houghts  of  Oppofition  end,  thofe 
of  Dependence   begin  ;  and,  confequently,    if  France 
could  once  effect  this  Purpofe,  all  the  Princes  and  States 
of  Europe  would  become  dependent  upon  her,  and  moft 
of  them  would,  at  all  Times,  think  of  preferving  their 
infignificant  Shadow  of  Sovereignty,  only  by  being  obe- 
dient to  her  Commands,  and  affifting  her  againft  thofe 
who  fhould  bravely  dare  to  rebel.     We  (hould  then  be 
in  the  fame  Circumftances  Europe,  or,  I  may  fay,  the 
World  was,   when  the  Grandeur  of  the  Romans  was  at 
itsgreateft  Height.  Some  of  the  Princes  and  Stares  of  Eu- 
rope might  be  dignified  with  the  deceitful  Title  of  Sccii 
Gallici  Imperii',  but  if  ever  any  one  of  them  fhnuld  dare 
to  behave  other  wife  than  as  the  moft  abje6l  Slaves,  Qven 
that  empty  Title  they  would  be  ffript  of,  and  their  Ter- 
ritory would  be  converted  into  a  Province  of  the  French 
Empire.     Our   Royal    Family,    like  that  of  Macedon^ 
might,  for  fome  Time,  be   left  in   PofTeffion   of  their 
Throne  ;  but  if  any  one  of  our  future  Princes  fhould 
endeavour  to  fhakeofF  his  Dependency,  a  powerful  In- 
vafion  would  be  the  certain  Confequence  ;  and  if  France 
were  fole   Miflrefs  of  the  Continent  of  Europe^  or  had 
it  entirely  at  her  Command,  our  natural  Barrier  would 
prove  ineffectual  :  She  would  then  come  up  againft  us 
with  fuch  a   Power  as  we  could  not  oppofe,  either  by 
Sea  or  Land  :  Our  Royal  Family  would  be  cut  off;  our 
noble  and  great  Families  would  be  all  carried  Captives 
into  Frances  and  Britain  would,  from  thenceforth,  b6 
divided,  and  governed  by  French  Intendants  or  Lieute- 
nants,  as  Macedonia  was  by  Roman  Praetors  or  Procon- 
fuls. 

*  This  Confequence  was  forefeen,  Sir  :  This  Confe- 
quence all  Europe  was  fenfible  of  in  the  laft  Age  :  I  wifh 
I  could  fay  the  fame  of  the  prefent;  but,  by  what  Fa- 
tality J  know  not,  the  prefent  Age  feemed,a  few  Months 
ago,  to  be  ftruck  with  fuch  a  Blindnefs  as  prevented 
their  feeing  this  Danger,  though  it  was  never  more  appa- 
rent. Several  of  the  Princes  of  Europe,  governed  by  a 
private  felfifh  Intereft,  had  a6i:ually  joined  with  i7-<?wrf 
in  pulling  down  the  Houfe  of  Au/iria,  though  that  was 

the 
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the  only  Power,  upon  the  Continent  of  Europe,  that  An.  t6  and  ir. 
could,  by  itfelf,  pretend  to  limit  or  fet  Bounds  to  the  ^^°- ^^'  '743' 
ambitious  Views  of  France,  ^y  this  Means  the  Queen 
of  Hungary  was  environed  with  fuch  numerous  hoftile 
Armies  as  it  was  impoffible  for  her  to  refift  for  any  long 
Time,  and  the  Confederacy  againfi-  her  was  fo  powerful, 
that  no  Counter- confederacy  e.]ual  to  it  could  be  form- 
ed. This,  I  fhall  grant,  was,  in  fome  A-leafure,  owing 
to  her  own  unfeafonable  Obftinacy,  as  well  as  to  the 
felfiih  Views  of  fome  of  her  Enemies  j  for,  however 
unjuft  {he  might  think  their  Pretenfions,  in  common 
Prudence  (he  fhou'd,  upon  the  Death  of  her  Father, 
have  yielded  to  thofe  that  were  the  mofl:  moderate,  in 
order  to  enable  her  to  refift  thofe  who  were  fo  immo- 
derate as  to  aim  at  the  total  Overthrow  of  her  Houfe. 

'  This,  Sir,  was,  from  the  Beginning  of  the  prefent 
Troubles,  his  Majefty's  Advice  to  her;  but  this  prudent 
Advice  fhe  would  not,  for  a  long  Time,  give  the  leaft 
Ear  to  ;  and  this  not  only  united  her  Enemies  amongft 
themfelves,  but  increafed  the  Views  and  Demands  of 
each,  which  reduced  his  Majefty  to -the  fatal  Neceflity 
of  waiting  till  her  Obftinacy  ihould  be  foftened,  and 
the  Eyes  of  fome  of  her  Enemies  opened,  by  Time  and 
future  Accidents,  This  he  was  obliged  to  do  before  he 
could  openly  declare  in  her  Favour,  or  affift  her  in  any 
other  Shape  tha.nbv  granting  her  Sums  of  Money;  but 
this  he  did  with  a  fteady  Defign  to  take  advantage  of 
every  Accident  that  might  happen  ;  and  the  Behaviour 
of  the  French  \n  Germany^  efpecially  about  the  Time  of 
the  Battle  of  (7rff/^/^<3,  was  fuch  as  furnifhed  him  with 
an  Opportunity  which  he  wifely  took  care  to  lay  hold 
of,  and  to  make  the  beft  Ufe  of  it  he  could  ;  whereby 
he  prevailed  upon  both  the  Kings  of  Prujfta  and  Poland 
to  withdraw  themfelves  from  the  French  Alliance,  and 
to  make  Peace  with  the  Queen  of  Hungary^  upon 
Terms  which  (her  Obftinacy  being  now  overcome  by 
Time  and  mature  Confideration)  he  readily  agreed  to. 

^  By  this  prudent  Conduit  of  his  Majefty's  it  became 
now  poffible  to  form  fuch  a  Confederacy  in  Europe  as 
might,  with  fome  Hopes  of  Succefs,  endeavour  to  op- 
pofe  the  ambitious  Deligns  o^  France  ;  and  to  give  Cou- 
rage to  the  other  Powers  of  Europe  to  enter  into  fuch  a 
Confederacy,  he  xefolved  to  fend  a  Body  of  his  Briujb. 
B  3  Tropp^ 


An.  1 6  and  17.  Troops  to  Flanders^  in  order  to  have  a  namerous  Army? 

Geo.  II.J743,  formed  there,  which,  before  the  End  of  the  Campaign, 
raifed  fuch  Terrors  in  France  as  prevented  their  fending 
fyfficient  Reinforcements  to  their  Troops  already  iri 
Germany,  and  likewife  prevented  their  joining  the  Spa- 
niards  with  fuch  Armies  as  might  have  overwhelmed  the 
King  o{  Sardinia,  or  compelled  him  to  defert  the  Ailir 
ance  he  had  before,  by  his  Majefty's  Interpofition,  en- 
tered into  with  the  Queen  of  Hungary.  At  the  fame 
Time  proper  Orders  were  given  to  his  Majefty's  Admi-. 
rals  in  the  Mediterranean  to  prevent  the  Spaniards  fronri 
fending  any  Remtorcements  or  Provifions  by  Sea  to, 
their  Army  in  Italy.,  and  our  Squadron  there  was  rein- 
forced and  inftrudled  fo  as  to  enable  it  to  execute  thofe 
Orders,  againft  whofdever  fiiould  dare  to  abet  the  Spa- 
niards in  any  foch  Attempt. 

*■  By  thefe  Means,  Sir,  the  Queen  of  Hungary  was,  be- 
fore the  End  of  the  Campaign,  reftored  to  the  Pofleifion  of 
Bohemia^  We/Iphalia  w^s  freed  from  the  Burden  and  Ter- 
ror of  a  French  Avmy,  and  the  Spaniards  were,  during  the 
whole  Campaign,  defeated  in  every  Attempt  they  made 
againfl  Italy:  But  there  were  two  Things  ftill  remaining 
to  be  done  ;  which  were,  to  drive  the  French  entirely 
out  of  Germany,  and  to  eftablifti,  upon  a  more  foli4 
Bafis,  the  Alliance  of  the  King  of  Sardinia,  in  order  to 
drive  the  Spaniards  entirely  out  of  Italy  -,  for  which  Pur- 
pofe  it  was  requifite  to  obtain  the  hearty  Concurrence 
of  the  Dutch,  Thefe  Things  were  to  be  the  Work  of 
the  next  Campaign,  and  therefore,  as  early  as  the  Sea- 
fon  would  permit,  the  Army  which  had  been  formed  ia 
Flanders  marched  into  Germany,  and  his  M  jefty  not 
only  joined  it  with  a  confiderable  Body  of  his  Electoral 
Troops,  but  went  in  Perfon  to  command  the  Army, 
artd,  by  his  Valour  and  Conduct,  chiefly,  the  glorious 
Victory  at  Dettingen  was  obtained,  which  compelled  the 
French  to  evacuate  Germany,  ancf-  not  only  put  the 
Qv.etn  of  Hungary  in  PofTtffion  of  all  Bavaria,  but 
opened  a  fee  PafTage  for  I^n^^^qiiies  to  the  Rhine ;  (o 
that  France,  from  being  thb  Invader  of  the  Dominions 
of  others,  had  nowenjugh  tQ  do  to  defend  her  own. 

'  Whilft  his  Majefty  was  thus  triumphing  over  the 
Arms  of  France  in  the  Field,  he  equally  triumphed 
over  her  Counfels  in  the  Cabinet^  for,  n€twithllanding 

the 
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tlie  uttnofl:  EfForU  of  France  to   the  contrary,  he  pre-  Ati.  16  and  17. 
vailed  with  the  Dutch  to  fend   a  Body   of  20,000  Men  ^^'''  ^^'  ^743- 
to  the  Affiftance  of  the  Queen   of  Hungary^  and  a  de-  • 

finitive  Treaty  of  Alliance  was  concluded  at  Worms^  be- 
tween his  Majefty,  tbe  Queen  of  Hungary^  and  the 
King  of  Sardinia,  by  which  the  Alliance  and  Afliftance 
of  that  Prince  was  eftablifhed  upon  a  firm  Bajis ;  and 
Experience  has  already  fhewn  the  great  Ufe  it  may  be  • 
of  to  us,  in  defeating  the  Defigns  of  our  Enemies  the 
Spaniards  in  Italy,  which  will  convince  that  haughty 
Nation  of  its  being  neceflary  for  them  to  cultivate  a 
good  Correfpondence  with  Great  Britain,  if  they  have 
^  Mind  to  be  quiet  in  their  own  Fofleflions,  or  to  dif- 
turb  the  Pofleffions  of  any  of  their  Neighbours. 

'  Thefe  great  and  unexpected  Events,  Sir,  have  been 
all  brought  about  by  the  Wifdom  and  Vigour  of  his  Ma- 
jefty's  Counfels,  and  therefore  we  cannot  in  Gratitude 
omit  taking  notice  of  them  upon  this  Occafion.    I  was 
very  fenfible  that  there  were  many  Gentlemen  in  this 
Houfe,  who  could  have  fet  them  in  a  clearer  Light,  and 
recommended  them  to  your  Confideration  with  greater 
Energy,  than  I  can ;  but  I  knew  your  Affection  and 
Duty  to  your  Sovereign,  and  the  Luftre  of  thofe  Events 
was  in  itfelf  fo   refulgent,  that  I  thought  it  required 
no  high  Degree  of  Eloquence    to  excite  your  grateful 
Acknowledgements  ;  therefore  I  ventured  to  undertake 
the  Taik,  and  hope  I  fhall  be  forgiven  my  arrogating  to 
myfelfthe  Honour  of  moving  for  its  being  refolved,"  7  hat 
an  humble  Addrefs  be  prefented  to  his  Majefty,  to  return 
his  Majefty  th<e  Thanks  of  this  Houfe  for  his  mofi:  gracious 
Speech  from  the  Throne  ;  to  congratulate  his  Majefty 
upon  his  fafe  and  happy  Return  to  this  Kingdom,  after 
the  Dangers  to  which   his  facred   Perfon  has  been  ex- 
pofed,  in   Defence  of  the  Common  Caufe,  and  of  the 
Liberties  of  Europe ;  to  acknowledge  his  Majefty's  Re- 
gard and  Attention  to  the  Advice  of  his  Parliament,  in 
exerting  his  Endeavours  for  the  Prefervation  of  the  Houfe 
of  Aujiria  \  to  congratulate  his  Majefty  on   the  Succefs 
of  his  Arms,  in  the  Profecution  of  this  great  and  necef- 
fary  Work,  with   fo    much  Glory  to    his  Majefty  and 
Honour  to  this  Nation  ;  to  afllire  his  Majefty,  that  no- 
thing could  be  more  welcome  to  his  faithful  Commons, 
than  to  hear,  that  he  was  joined  by  a  Body  of  the  Troops 

of 
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An.,  16  anJ  17.  of  ti,g  States  General,  whofe  Interefis  and  thofe  of  tlit* 
1  _  _  _,  Country  are  mreparable  ;  to  declare  our  Sattsfadlion  ia 
his  Majefty's  having  concluded  a  definitive  Treaty  be- 
tween his  Majedy,  the  Queen  of  Hungary^  and  the 
King  of  Sardinia  \  which  Alliance  muft  r.rturally  con- 
tribute to  the  Advantage  of  the  Ccimmon  Caufe,  and 
.  to  the  difappointinci  and  dillrefling  the  Crown  oiSpain^ 
with  u'hich  this  Nat!o:i  is  engaged  in  fo  juft  and  necef- 
fary  a  War ;  to  congratulate  his  Majefty  on  the  happy 
Marriage  of  her  Ro)^a]  Highnefs  the  Princefs  Louifa 
with  the  Prince  Royal  of  Denmark^  and  on  the  Incrtafe 
of  his  Majef!:\  's  Royal  Family  by  the  Birth  of  a  Pf  ince  ; 
to  afTure  his  Majefty,  that  we  wmII,  with  the  greatefi 
Zeal,  Unanimity,  ai  d  Difpatch,  grant  to  his  Majefty 
fuch  effeciua)  Supplies  as  ihall  be  found  requifite  for  the 
Honour  and  Security  of  this  Nation,  and  as  may  enable 
his  M  ijefty  to  concert  fuch  Alliances,  and  purfue  with 
Vigour  fuch  Meafures,  as  may  be  neceflary  for  re-efta- 
blifhing  the  pubhc  Tranquillity,  and  procuring  a  faf^ 
and  honourable  Peace." 

This  Motion  was  feconded  by  the  Flon,  Philip  Yorkcj^ 
who  fpoke  to  the  following  Effe£l: 
'  Sir, 
Kon.  P.Yorke.       '  The  Hon.   Gentleman  has  given  you  fuch   a  full, 
and,  at  the  fame  Time,  fuch   a  concife  Dedu6iion  of 
,  the    great  Events  that  have  been   brought  about  by  hh 

Majefty's  Wifdom  and  Condud)^,  and  you  muft  all  be 
fo  fenfible  of  the  late  happy  Change  in  the  Affairs  of 
Europe^  that,  were  it  in  my  Power,  I  think  it  unnecef- 
fary  to  add  any  Thing  upon  that  Subject ;  but  though 
great  Things  have  been  done,  there  yet  remain  greater 
Things  to  be  done,  before  the  Tranquillity  of  Europe 
can  be  reftored,  and  its  Liberties  eftabli(hed  upon  a  folid 
Foundation  ;  and  as  this  Nation,  under  his  Majefty's 
prudent  Direction,  has  had  a  great  Share  in  what  has  been 
done,  fo  it  muft  have  a  great  Share  in  what  remains  to 
be  done,  as  it  muft  always  have  vi^henever  the  Liber- 
ties of  Europe  are  brought  into  any  Danger.  The  King 
o^  Sardinia  has  already  joined  heartily  in  the  Support  of 
the  Common  Caufe,  and  the  Dutch  have  contributed  a 
little  Aftiftance;  but  the  Utter  muft  be  prevailed  on 
to  a£t  with  more  Vigour,  and  other  Powers  muft  be 

brought 
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brought  Into  the  Confederacy,  before   we  can   ruppofe  An.  i6  an<f  17, 
t>urrtlves   able   to  defeat  entirely  the   prefent  ambitious    ^°'  ^•^^^S* 
Views  of  France^  or  to  compel  that  afpiring  Nation  to 
agree  to  fuch  Terms  of  Peace,  as  may  fecure  us  againlt 
a  future  Attack  upon  the  fam.e  Quarter. 

*t  For  accomplifhing  thefe  great  Ends,  Sir,  nothingcan 
contribute  more  than  a  Kruz  Harmony  between  his  Ma- 
jefty  and  his  Parliament,  and  an  hearty  Unanimity 
amongfl:  ourfelves ;  and  the  fooner  this  is  manifefted,  the 
more  certainly,  the  more  effedlually,  it  will  influeiKe 
the  Couiifels  of  rhofe  Princes  or  States  who  are  now  ba- 
lancing what  Share,  perhaps,  which  Side,  they  (hall 
take  in  the  prefent  Troubles  of  Europe -^  therefore,  I 
hope,  v/hat  my  flon.  Friend  has  propofed  will  meet 
with  no  Obje^ion  in  this  Houfe ;  for  the  leaft  Ap- 
pearance of  Difunion  amongft  ourfelves,  may,  at 
this  Jun6lure,  be  of  rhe  moft  fatal  Confequence ;  becaufe 
it  will  difcourage  thofe  who  are  inclined  to  ailift  the 
Queen  of  Hungary  from  giving  her  any  Affiftance,  fmce, 
they  know,  that  without  the  hearty  and  united  Concur- 
rence of  this  Nation  it  could  be  of  no  EfFecSl ;  and  it 
may  determine  thofe  that  are  at  prefent  indifferent  to 
embrace  the  oppofite  Side  :  Nay,  it  may  determine  both 
the  Dutch  and  the  King  of  Sardinia  to  confider  only 
their  prefent  Safety,  and  to  accept  of  a  Neutrality, 
which,  we  know,  w^ouid  be  readily  granted. 

'  I  am  fenfible,  Sir,  that  againft  the  Addrefs  pro- 
pofed the  common  Objection  may  be  made,  of  its  be- 
ing too  particular,  and  containing  a  Sort  of  Approba- 
tion of  all  the  Meafures  purfued  by  our  Minifters;  but 
to  this  there  is  a  common  and  ready  Anfwer,  That  our 
Complaifance  to  the  Crown  upon  any  fuch  Occafion,  is 
never  underftood  to  be  a  Foreftalment  of  our  Judge- 
ment, when  the  Meafures  of  the  Adminiftration  are 
brought  fully  and  regularly  before  us.  By  the  Cuftom 
of  Parliament,  which  I  may  now  call  immemorial,  we 
think  ourfelves  obliged,  in  Duty  to  our  Sovereign,  to 
return  a  proper  Anfwer,  in  our  Addrefs,  to  every 
thing  that  has  been  mentioned  in  his  Speech  from  the 
Throne  ;  and  as  we  cannot  then  be  convinced  in  a  Par- 
liamentary Way,  that  any  thing  has  been  done  amifs 
by  our  Minifters,  we  have,  for  m^ny  Years,  thought 
©urfelves  at  Liberty  to  make  ufe  of  the  utmoft  Com- 
plaifance 
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An.  if>  and  \j,  pjaifance  to   the   Crown,  without  thinking    ourfelves 
1  ^°°       *^'^^'   thereby  engaged  to  approve  of  any  one  Meafure  of  the 
Adminiliration,  when  their  Meafures  are  brought  regu- 
larly under  our  Enquiry.     Whether  I  approve  of  this 
Cuftom,  or  whether  I  approve  of  our  late  Meafures,  is 
not  a  Queftion  which  I  think  myfelf  obliged  now  to  de- 
termine ;  but,  I  am  fure,  I  cannot,  atprefent,  with  any 
Sort  of  Authority,  fay,  that    our  Meafures  have  been 
wrong  J  and  as   to   the  Cuftom,  whether  it   be  right 
or  wrong,  the  prefent  is  not,  \  am  fure,  a  proper  Time 
for   altering  it ;   becaufe    foreign  Courts  would,   from 
thence,  fuppofe  that  we  difapproved  of  the  Meafures  his 
Majefty    has  lately   taken,    and    confequently  that  he 
would  be  difabled  from  profecuting  the  fame  Meafures 
any    further,    This  would,    of  courfe,  throw   all  the 
Friends  of  the  Queen  of  Hungary  into  the  utmoft  De- 
fpair,  and  it  would  revive  the  now  drooping  Spirits  of 
her  Enemies^  which  v/ould  be  of  the  moft  fatal  Confe- 
quence  to  the  Liberties  of  Europe^  and  confequently  to 
thofe  of  this   Nation  ;  for  whatever  Intereil  we  may 
have  in   reilorjng  the  Houfe    of  Auftria   to  its  former 
Grandeur  and   Power,  it  is  certainly  inconfillent  with 
our  Safety,   to  fee    that  Houfe  abfolutely  reduced,  and 
the  Houfe  of  Bourbon  parcelling  out  the  Kingdoms  and 
Provinces  upon  the  Continent  of  Europe^  according  to 
her   own  Liking  ;  becaufe,  I  believe,  there  is  nothing 
more  certain  than  that  the  Partition,  if  not  the  Con- 
quefl:,  of  the   Britijh  Kingdoms  and  Plantations  would 
be  the  next  grand  Defign  jQie  would  undertake. 

Thus,  Sir,  it  is  manifefl:  that  our  diiagreeing  to  the 
Addrefs  propbfed  may  be  attended  with  the  moil  fatal 
Confequences;  whereas  our  agreeing  to  it  can  fubje6i:us 
to  no  inconvenience  or  Danger;  and  that  the  more 
unanimoufly  it  is  agreed  to,  the  more  we  (hall  ftrengthen 
his  Majefty's  Hands,  the  better  we  (hall  enable  him  to 
re-eftabh'ih  the  Balance  of  Power  by  a  faTe  and  honour- 
able Peace;  therefore,  1  think  it  unnecefiary  to  add  any 
7'hing  more,  but  conclude  with  feconding  the  Mo- 
tion made  by  my  Hon.  Friend. 

William  Pitt,  Efq;  in  Anfwer  to  thefe  two  Gentle- 
men, fpoke  to  the  following  Purport : 

•Sir, 
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<  gjj.  An.  16  and  17, 

^  From  what  is  now  propofed  we  may  fee,  that  ^^°'  "^^  ^"^^^ 
whatever  Change  we  have  got,  or  may  get,  with  re-  wm/pu^'El^j 
fpe<5t  to  our  foreign  Measures,  by  the  late  Change  in 
our  Adminiftration,  the  Nation  is  to  expert  no  Change 
with  repe6l  to  our  domeftic  AfFairs.  In  foreign  AfFairs 
I  (hall  grant  we  have  felt  a  very  remarkable  Change  : 
From  one  Extreme  our  Adminiftration  have  run  quite 
to  the  utmoft  Verge  of  the  other  :  Our  former  Minifter 
betrayed  the  Intereft  of  his  Country  by  his  Pufiliani- 
piity,  our  prefent  facrifices  them  by  his  ^tixotifm : 
Our  former  MiniMer  was  for  negotiating  with  all  the 
World,  our  prefent  is  for  fighting  againft  all  theWorld  ; 
Qur  former  Minifter  was  for  agreeing  to  every  Treaty, 
though  fjever  fo  difhonourable  ;  our  prefent  wiil  give 
Ear  to  no  Treaty,  though  never  fo  reafonable.  Thus 
{)pth  appear  to  be  extravagant,  hut  with  this  Difference, 
that  by  the  Extravagance  ofour  prefent  the  Nation  will 
be  put  tQ  a  much  greater  Charge  than  ever  it  was  by  the 
^Extravagance  ofour  former, 

'  It  mufi  therefore  be  allowed.  Sir,  that  by  a  Change 
of  a  few  Men  in  our  Adminiftration,  we  have  got  a 
Change  of  Meafures  fo  far  as  relates  to  foreign  Affairs ; 
but  with  refpedt  to  our  domeftic  Affairs,  we  have  met 
with  no  Change  in  our  Meafures;  we  can  now,  I  think, 
expe<Sl:  none*  The  fame  Screening,  the  fame  Plunder- 
ing, the  fame  prodigal  Spirit  prevails :  The  fame  crimi- 
nal Complaifance  is  expe(Sted  from  Parliament ;  and  to 
purchafe  that  Complaifance,  we  may  depend  on  it, 
the  fame  corrupt,  extravagant,  and  dangerous  Means 
will  be  made  ufe  of.  They  have,  I  am  convinced, 
been  already  pradtifed,  otherwife  no  Minifter  could  ex- 
pert that  a  Britijh  Houfe  of  Commons  would  cram  their 
Addrefs  to  their  Sovereign  with  fo  many  fulfome  Pane- 
gyrics upon  the  Condudl  of  his  Minifters.  I  fay,  Sir, 
no  Minifter  could  expert  fuch  Complaifance  ;  for  I 
hope  the  Hon.  Gentleman  who  made  the  Motion,  will 
excufe  me,  if  I  fuppofe  it  was  put  into  his  Hands  by 
the  Minifter ;  and  if  he  thinks  he  has  acquired  Ho- 
nour by  making  fuch  a  Motion,  I  promife  him  I  (hall 
never  envy  him  the  Acquifition. 

'  The  Hon.  Gentleman  who  fpoke  laft  was  in  the 

right,  when  lie  faidj  that  at  the  Beginning  of  the  Sef- 

4  fion 
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of  the  Meafures  that  had  been  purfued  :  I    believe  we 
ihall  know  as  little,  in  that  Way,  at  the  End  of  the 
Seilion  as  we  do  at  the  Beginning  ;  for  I  am  perfuaded 
our  new  Minifter  will  in  this,  as  well  as  in  every  other 
Step  of  his  Domeftic  Condii61:,  follow  the  Example  of 
his   PredccelTor,  by  getting  a   Negative  put  upon  every 
Motion  that  may  tend  towards  our  acquiring  any  Parli- 
amentary Knowledge  of  our  late    Meafures.     But  if  we 
have  no  Knowledge  of  them,  furely  it  is  as  ftrong  an  Ar- 
-gument  for  our  not  approving,  as  it  can  be  for  our  not 
cenfuring  ;  and   if  nothing  relating  to  our    late  Mea- 
fures had  been   proposed  to  be  inferted  in  our  Addrefs 
upon  this  Occafion,   1  fhould   not  now  have  taken  the 
leaft  Notice   (  f  them  ;   but  whecher  I  have  any  Parlia- 
mentary Knowledge   or   no,  when  an  Approbation   ia 
propofcd,   it  lays  me  under   a  Neceffity  to  make  ufe  of 
the  Knowledge  I  have,  vvhatever  it  may  be,  in  order  to 
determine  whether  ^  am  to  join  or  not  in  the  Approba- 
tion propofed.     Suppofe  I  had  no  Knowledge  ot  any  of 
our  late  Meafures,  but  what  1  have  gathered  from  fo- 
reign and  domeftic  News-Papers,  even  that  Knowledge 
I  mulil:  make  ufe  of,  when  I  am  obliged  to  give  my  Opi- 
nion of  them  ;  and    if   from   that  Knowledge  I   think 
them  wrong,  I    ought   furely    to  refufe  joining  in  any 
thing  that   may  look  like  an  Approbation  :  Nay,   this 
Refufal  I  ought  to  perfift  \i}^  till  the  Minifter  be  pleafed  to 
furnilh  me  with  fuch  Parliamentary  Knowledge  as  may 
convince  me  that  1  have  been  miftnformed.     This,  I 
fay,  ought  certainly  to  be  my  Condudl:,  when,   from 
the  Knowledge  I  have,  I  find  more  Reafon  to  condemn 
than   approve  of  any  late  Meafure  ;   but    fuppofe  that, 
from  the  Knowledge  I  have,  1  find  more  Reafon  to  ap- 
prove than  condemn,  yet  even  in  that  Cafe  I  ought  not 
to  approve,  unlefs  my  Knowledge  be  fuch  as  may  au- 
thorize that  Approbation  ;  and   as  no  Sort  of  Know- 
ledge, but  a  Parliamentary  Knowledge,  can  vyarrant  a 
Parliamentary   Approbation,    for  this  Reafon  alone  I 
ought  to  refufe  it ;  fo  that  if  what  is  now  propofed  con- 
tains any  Sort  of  Approbation,  our  refufing  to  agree  to 
it,  is  not  a  Cenfure  upon  any  paft  Meafure,  it  is-only  a 
Declaration,  that  we  have  not  fuch  a  Knowledge  of  paft: 
Meafures  as  may  be  a  fufiicient  Foundation  for  our  ap- 
proving 
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claration  none  but  thole  who  are  admitted  mto  the  in-         '^^ 

ncrmoft  Recefles  of  the  Cabinet  can  refufe  to  make 
and  as  we  have  not  now,  1  beheve,  any  fuch  in  this 
Houfe,  therefore  every  Gentleman  here  ought  to  join 
in  fuch  a  Declaration,  by  giving;  his  Negative  to  this 
Propofition  now  before  us,  if  it  be  fuch  a  one  as  con- 
tains an  Approbation  of  our  late  Meafures  ;  and  that  it 
is  fo,  no  Gentleman  who  attends  to  the  Words  of  it, 
can  make  the  leaft  Doubt  of. 

'  Sir,  it   is  not  only  an  Approbation  of  all  that  our 
Minifters  have  advifed,  but  an  Acknowledgement  of 
the  Truth  of  feveral  Fa6^s,  which,  upon  Enquiry,  may 
appear  to  be  falfe ;  or  at  leaft  they  are  fuch  as  we  have 
feen  no  Proof  of,   nor  have  any  proper  Authority  to  af- 
fert.     Suppofe  it  fhould  appear  that  his  Majefty  was  ex- 
pofed  to  few  or  no  Dangers  abroad  but  what  he  is  daily 
cxpofedtoathome,  fuch  as  the  Overturning  of  his  Coach, 
or  the  Stumbling  of  his  Horfe,  would    not  the  Addiefs 
propofed  be  an  Affront,  and  an  Infult  upon  our  Sove- 
reign,   inftead  of   being  a   Compliment  ?     Suppofe  it 
fhould  appear,  that  our  Minifters  have  ftiewn  no  Re- 
gard to   the   Advice  of  Parliament,  and  that  they  have 
exerted  their  Endeavours  nc  t  for  the  Prefervation  of  the 
Houfe  o^ Aujiria,  but  for  involving  that  Houfe  in  Dan- 
gers which  it  might  have  otherwife  avoided,  and  which, 
I  believe,  it  will  hardly  be  pofTible  for  us  to  avert :  Sup- 
pofe  it  fhould  appear  that,    though  a   Body  of  Dutch 
Troops  marched  to  the  Rhine,  they  never  joined  our  Ar-. 
my  :  Suppofe    it  fhould   appear,  that  the  Treaty  with 
Sardinia  is  not  yet  ratified  by  all  the  Parties  concerned, 
or  that  it  is  fuch  a  one  as  cannot  be  performed  :   If  thefe 
Things  fhould  appear,  upon  an  Inquiry,  would  not  fuch 
an  Addrefs  as  this  appear  very  ridiculous  ?     What  AfRi- 
ranee  have  we  that  all  thofe  Fa^Sls  may  not  appear  to  be 
as  I  have  fuppofed  ?  For  as  the  King's  Speech  from  the 
Throne   is  always,    in  this  Houfe,  confidered  as   the 
Speech  of  the  Minifter,  it  can  never  be  allowed  to  be  a 
Proof  upon  which  we  ought  to  found  any  Refolution. 

What  I  have  faid,  Sir,  will  fhew,  that  even  though 
we  had  Reafon  to  conclude,  from  fuch  Knowledge  as 
we    may  have  accidentally  acquired,  that  all  our  late 
Meafures  were  rights  and  that  all  the  Fadts  to  be  men- 
tioned 
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An.  i6  and  iy.tioned  in  our  Addrefs  were  exa6lly  true,  yet  we  ought 
eo.  .  1743^  iiQt  (-Q  exprefs  any  Sort  of  Approbation,  becaufe  we 
have  as  yet  no  Parliamentary  Knowledge,  which,  as  I 
have  faid,  is  the  only  Knowledge  that  can  authorize  a 
Parliamentary  Approbation  :  But  when  tlie  contrary 
happens  to  be  the  Cafe ;  when  we  have  great  Reafon 
to  conclude,  from  every  Sort  of  Knowledge  we  have  hi- 
therto acquired,  that  our  late  Meafures  were  fundamen- 
tally wrongs  that  Fa6ts  have  been  mifrepreffented  to  us, 
and  that  we  may,  very  probably,  have  Reafon  to  condole 
what  we  are  now  defired  to  congratulate,  how  cautious 
ought  wis  to  be  of  faying  any  thing  in  our  Addrefs,  that 
may  look  like  an  Approbatiorij  either  of  the  Meafuresj 
or  the  Methods  that  have  been  taken  to  profecute  them? 
'  In  order  to  fhew.  Sir,  that  this  is  really  the  Cafe,  I 
muft  begin  with  the  Turn  which  the  Affairs  of  Europe 
took  upon  the  Death  of  the  late  Emperor.  Upon  that 
Emergency,  I  (ball  grant,  that  it  was  the  Intereft  of 
this  Nation  to  have  had  the  Queen  of  Hungary  efta- 
blifhed  in  the  Pofleffion  of  all  her  Father's  Dominions, 
and  her  Hufband,  the  Duke  oi' Lcr rain ^  Chofen  Empe- 
ror. This  was  our  Intereft,  becaufe  it  would  have  been 
the  beft  Security  for  the  Prefervation  of  the  Balance  of 
Power ;  but  this  was  our  only  Intereft,  and  it  was  art 
Intereft  we  had  in  common  with  all  the  Powers  of  Eu- 
rope, except  France.  We  were  not,  therefore,  to  take 
upon  us  the  fole  Support  of  this  Intereft  ;  and  therefore^ 
when  the  King  of  PruJ/ia  attacked  Silefia^  and  the  King 
of  Spain y  the  King  oi Poland y  and  the  Duke  of  Bavaria^ 
laid  Claim  to  the  late  Emperor's  Succeffion,  we  might 
then  have  feen,  that  the  Eftablifhment  of  the  Queen  of 
Hungary  in  all  her  Father's  Pofleffions  was  become  im- 
poflible,  efpecially  as  the  Dutch  refufed  to  interfere  any 
otl)er  Way  than  by  their  good  Offices.  What  then 
ought  we  to  have  done  ?  Since  we  could  not  preferve 
the  whole,  is  it  not  evident  that,  in  order  to  engage 
fome  of  the  Claimants  on  our  Side,  we  ought  to  have 
advifed  her  to  yield  up  a  Part  ?  This  we  ought  to  have 
infifted  on,  and  the  Claimant,  whom  we  ought  firft  to 
have  thought  of  taking  ofF,  was,  certainly,  the  King  of 
Prujfta-y  both  becaufe  his  Claim  was  the  fmalleft,  and 
becaufe  he  was  one  of  the  moft  natural,  as  well  as  one 
of  the  moft  pov/erful  Allies  we  cjuld  treat  with.     For 
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this  Reafon  we  ought  certainly  tohaveadvifed  the  Queen  An.  i^  and  174 
of  Hungary  to  have  accepted  of  the   Terms  offered    by     ^^'  ^^*  *^'^5» 
the  King  of  Prujfta  when  he  firft  invaded  Silefia :  Nay, 
we  ought  to  have  infifted  on  it  as  the  Condition  of  our 
aflifting  her  againft  any  of  the  other  Claimants.     If  we 
had  done  this,  the  Court  of  Vienna    muft,  and  would 
have  agreed  to  it ;  and  in  this  Cafe,  whatever  Protefta- 
tions  the  other  Claimants  might  have  made,  the  Queen 
of  Hung  a  }y  would  to  this  Day,  I  believe,  have  remained 
the  undifturbed  PofTeflbr  of  all  the  reft  of  her   Father's 
Dominions,  and  her  Hufband,    the  Duke  of  Lorrain^ 
would  now  have   been   in   Poffeffion  of  the  Imperial 
Throne. 

'  Did  we,  at  that  Time,  purfue  this  falutary  Mea- 
fure?  No,  Sir,  the  contrary  appears  not  only  from  our 
Gazettes^  but  from  our  Parliamentary  Knovi^jedge  ;  for, 
from  the  Papers  that  have  been  either  accidentally  or  ne- 
cefTarily  laid  before  Parliament,  it  appears,  that,  inftead 
of  infifting  upon  the  Court  of  Vienna's  agreeing  to  the 
Terms  offered  by  Prujfia,  we  rather  encouraged  them 
in  their  Obftinacy,  not  only  by  our  Memorials,  but 
by  his  Majefty's  Speech  to  his  ParliameiU,  the  Addreffes 
of  both  Houfes  thereupon,  and  by  fiaming  Speeches 
made  by  our  Courtiers  againft  the  King  of  PruJJia, 
What  I  mean  is,  his  Majefty's  Speech  on  the  8th  of 
April,  1741,  the  famous  Addreffes  m:  de  upon  that 
Occafion  for  guarantying  theDominions  of  Hanover,  and 
the  Grant  of  300,000  /.  for  enabling  his  Majefty  to  fup- 
port  the  Queen  of  Hungary,  Every  one  muft  remem- 
ber the  flaming  Speeches  made  upon  that  Occafion  by 
fome  Favourites  at  Court  againft  the  King  of  Prujfta ; 
and  every  one  muft  remember,  that  the  Queen  of  Hun*- 
gary  was  not  then,  nor  for  feme  Months  after,  at- 
tacked by  any  one  Prince  in  Europe,  except  the  King 
of  PruJJia  ;  therefore  the  Court  of  Vienna  could  not 
but  fuppofe  that  both  the  Court  and  Nation  of  Great-- 
Britain  were  refolved  to  fupport  her,  not  only  againft 
the  King  of  Pr«^^,  but  contra  omnes  Mortales ;  zxid. 
confequently  we  have  no  Reafon  to  be  furprifed  at  that 
Court's  fhewing  an  Unwillingnefs  to  part  with  fuch  a 
rich  plentiful  Country  as  thofe  Lordftiips  of  Silefia^ 
claimed  by  the  King  QiPrujJia, 
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G*'o  u'l^  '7-  t  This,  i  fay.  Sir,  was  fufHcIent  to  confirm  tHd 
^  -'-"^^  Qiieen  of  Hungary  in  her  Obfiinacy  5  but  this  was  not 
all.  We  had  not  onlypromifed  herour  Affiftanceagainft 
the  King  of  Prujfta^  but  we  had  a£tually  begun  a  Ne- 
gotiation for  a  powerful  Alliance  againft  that  Prince^ 
and  for  parcelling  out  his  Dominions  amongft  the  Allies. 
We  had  folicited  not  only  the  Queen  of  Hungary^  but 
alfo  the  Dutch  and  the  AJufcovites  to  enter  into  this  Alli- 
ance, and  we  had  been  at  the  Expence  to  take  both  the 
Danes  and  the  Hefjians  into  the  Pay  of  Great-Britain 
for  the  Ufe  of  this  Alliance  :  Nay,  even  Hanover  put  it« 
felf  to  a  great  Expence  upon  this  Occafion,  by  making 
an  Augmentation  of  near  one  Third  to  tha  Army  it 
had  on  Foot,  which,  I  believe,  was  the  firft  extraordi- 
nary Expence.  it  was  put  to,  ever  fince  its  happy  Con- 
juncStion  with  England^  notwithftanding  the  great  Ac- 
quifitions  it  has  lince  made,  and  the  many  expenfive 
Broils  England  h  is  been  involved  in  upon  the  fole  Ac- 
count of  that  Ele6lorate.  Therefore  if  the  Queen  of 
^  Hungary  fhewed  any  thing  like  Obftinacy  with  regard 
to  the  Claims  of  Pruffta^  we  may  eafily  perceive  at 
whofe  Door  that  Oblfinacy  ought  to  belaid,  and  to 
them  only  the  Misfortunes  which  afterwards  befel  that 
Princefs  ought  mofl  juftly  to  be  imputed.  Whilft  the 
French  feemed  refolved  not  to  interfere  in  the  Affairs  of 
Germany,  it  was  eafy  to  promife  her  our  Affiftance  :  It 
was  fate  to  engage  in  Schemes  that  might  contribute  to 
her  Support,  as  well  as  to  the  Enlargement  of  the  Do- 
minions of  Hanover^  becaufe  Prujfia  was  not  certainly 
an  equal  .Match  for  the  Queen  of  Hungary  alone,  and 
much  lefs  for  the  Queen  of  Hungary  fupported  by  Han- 
over and  the  whole  Power  of  Great-Britain*,  During 
this  Pofture  of  Affairs^  I  fay,  it  was  fafe  for  us,  that  is 
to  fay,  it  was  fafe  for  Hanover^  to  promife  and  to  con- 
cert Schemes  for  the  Support  of  the  Queen  of  Hungary  ; 
but  as  foon  as  France  began  to  appear,  our  Schemes  were 
all  dropt,  and  our  Promifes  forgot;  becaufe  then  it  be- 
gan to  be  unfafe  for  Hanover  to  engage  in  the  Affair, 
and  England  furely  is  never  to  mind  any  Promifes,  or 
engage  in  any  Schemes,  that  may  poilibly  bring  HanoveiT 
into  any  Danger  or  Diftrefs. 
/  *  From  this  I'ime,  Sir,   we  thought  no  more  of  af- 

fifting  the  Queen  of  Hungciry^  except  by  thofe  Grants 
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^Vhlcb  were  made  to  her  by  Parliament.  Thefe,  in-  An.  i6  and  17. 
deed,  our  Miniders  did  not  oppofe,  becaufe  they  are  p^°"^^' '743- 
Aire  of  making,  fome  Way  or  other,  a  Job  of  every 
Grant  made  by  Parliament ;  but  from  the  Ufe  that  was 
made,  or  rather  the  no  Ufe  that  was  made,  of  the 
Danijh  and  Hejjlan  Tr;.ops,  notwithflanding  their  be- 
ing continued  in  Brlti/h  Pay,  and  from  the  Infult 
tamely  fuffered  by  our  Squadron  in  the  Mediterranean^ 
we  muft  conclude,  chat  our  Minifters,  from  the  Time 
the  French  began  to  interfere,  refolved,  and  were,  per- 
haps, afterwards  engaged,  to  give  the  Queer,  of  Hun^ 
gary  no  AHiftance  either  by  Sea  or  Land.  Thus,  after 
having  led  that  Princefsupon  the  Ice,  by  our  PromifeSj 
we  left  her  there  to  ihift  for  herfelf ;  by  which  &/leans 
the  Duke  of  Bavaria  came  to  be  chofen  Emperor,  and 
the  Houfe  of  Aujlria  was  f]:ript  of  a  great  Part  of  its 
Dominions,  and  in  the  utmoft  Danger  of  being  ftript  of 
all,  if  France  had  inclined  it  fhould  have  been  fo ;  but 
-this  was  what  faved  the  Houfe  of  Aujiria.  France  had 
a  Mind  to  have  the  Power  of  that  Houfe  reduced,  but 
had  no  Mind  to  fee  it  abfolutely  ruined  -,  becaufe  the 
Power  of  the  Dake  of  Bavaria^  then  Emperor,  would 
have  been  raifed  to  a  higher  Pitch  than  was  confiftent 
with  the  French  Scheme,  which  was  to  make  the  Prin- 
ces of  Germany  ruin  one  another  as  much  as  pofliblCj 
and  then  to  make  fuch  a  Partition  as  fhould  render  the 
Houfes  of  Bavaria^  Aujiria^  Saxony^  and  Prujfia,  pretty 
near  equal;  in  which  Cafe  it  is  highly  probable,  and  the 
French  have  not  fmce  fcrupled  to  fay,  that  the  King  06 
Prujfia^  Share  would  not  have  been  fo  large  as  it  has 
fmce  been  made. 

*  This  prevented  the  French  from  fending  fuch  a 
powerful  Army  into  Germany  ^s  they  might  have  done  5 
and  by  the  bad  Conduct  of  the  Generals  they  fent  there, 
and  the  good  Condu6l  of  the  Queen  of  Hungary  s  Ge- 
nerals, together  with  the  Bravery  of  her  Troops,  her 
Affairs  in  Germany  took  a  new  Turn  juH:  about  the  Time 
of  the  late  Change  in  our  Adminiftration  ;  which  brings 
me  to  the  Origin  of  the  Meafures  that  are  nowcarrying 
on ;  and  therefore  I  muft  confider  the  Pofture  of  the 
A^iiirs  of  Europe  at  that  particular  Time,  that  is,  in 
February,  1742:  But  before  I  begin,  T  muft  lay  this 
^own  as  a  Maxim,  which  this  Nation  ought  always  to 
G  oblerve. 
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An.  16  and  17.  obfei'vc,  That  though  it  be  our  Interefi:  to  preferve  a 
Geo.  II.  jt743-^  Balance  of  Power  in  Europe,  yet,  as  we  are  the  moft 
remote  from  Danger,  we  ought  always  to  be  the  leaft 
fufceptible  of  Jealoufy,  and  the  laft  to  take  the  Ala- 
rum ;  and,  with  regard  to  the  Balance  of  Power,  I  muft 
obferve,  that  this  Balance  may  be  fupported  either  by 
having  one  fingle  Potentate  cap'able  of  oppofmg  and  de- 
feating any  ambitiousDefign  of /7YZ«r^, or  byhavingawell- 
conne6led  Confederacy,  fufficient  for  the  famePurpofe: 
Of  thefe  two,  I  (liall  grant,  that  the  firft  is  the  moft 
eligible  when  it  can  be  had,  becaufe  it  may  be  moft  fe- 
curely  depended  on  ;  but  when  this  cannot  be  had,  the 
whole  Addrefs  of  our  Minifters  and  Negotiators  ought 
to  be  employed  in  eftablifhing  the  fecond. 

*  The  Wifdom  of  my  firll  Maxim,  Sir,  muft  be  ac- 
knowledged by  every  one  who  confiders,  that  when  the 
PowersupontheContinentapply  toustojoin  with  them  in 
a  War  againftFr^«<:^,  v/e  may  take  what  Share,  and  what 
Sortof  Share,  in  theWar,  we  think  fit ;  whereas,  when  we 
apply  to  them,  they  wiil  prefcribe  to  us  in  both  j  and 
whatever  Art  fome  Gentlemen  may  make  ufe  of  tp 
frighten  themfelves,  or  to  frighten  others,  when  it  ferves 
theii  Purpofe,  with  the  Dependency  of  all  the  Powers'of 
Europe  upon  France,  we  may  reft  fecure,  that  as  often 
as  they  are  in  any  real  Danger  of  being  brought  under 
fuch  a  Dependency,  they  will  unite  among  themfelves  to 
prevent  it,  and  will  call  upon  us  for  Affiftance  :  Nay,  if 
they  fhould  be  imperceptibly  brought  under  fuch  aDepen^ 
dency,  they  would,  as  foon  as  they  perceived  it,  unite 
among  themfelves,  and  call  upon  us  to  join  with  them  in  a 
Confederacy  agaioft  France,  in  order  to  enable  them  to 
iliake  ofF  that  Dependency  ;  fo  that  we  can  never  be 
obliged  to  ftand  fmgle  and  alone  in  fupporting  the  Ba* 
lance  of  Power,  nor  ihall  we  ever  have  occafion  to  call 
Upon  our  Neighbours  on  the  Continent,  to  join  with  us 
for  fuch  a  Purpofe,  unlefs  v/hen  our  Minifters,  for  fome 
By-ends  of  their  own,  pretend  Dangers  which  have  no 
real  Foundation  ;  for  Europe  is  now  in  a  very  different 
Situation  from  what  it  was  in  the  Time  of  the  Romans, 
Kvery  Country  m  Europe  was  then  divided  into  fo  many 
Sovereignties,  that  it  was  impoflible  for  the  People  of 
any  one  Country  to  unite  among  themfelves,  and  much 
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shore  for  two  or  three  large  Countries  to  unite  in  a  ge-  An.  i6  and  17, 
-   iieral  .Confederacy  againft  the  overgrown  Povv-er  of  the  ^^^'  ■'^'  '743* 
Romans  ;  whereas  this   is  now   practicable,   it  has  been 
prac^ifed,  and    always    may   be    pradlifcd,   as    often    as 
France^  or  any  other  Power  in  Europe^  difcovers  a  real 
Defign  to  enll.ive  the  relf. 

*  This  brings  me,  Sir,  to  what  I  have  already  obfer- 
Vcd,  that  the  Balance  of  Power  in  Europe  may  be  pre- 
ferved  by  a  Confederacy,  almoft  as  fecurely  as  it  can  be 
by  fetting  up  any  one  Power  as  a  Rival  to  the  Povv'er  of 
France:  And  now  let  me  examine  which  of  thefe  two 
Methods  we  ought  to  have  thought  on  in  February^  1742. 
The  Imperial  Diadem  Vv^as  then  gone  from  the  Houfe  of 
Aiiftria  %  and    though    the  Queen  of  Hungary^  Troops 
had  met  with  fume  Succefs  in  the  Winter,  (he  was  ftill 
ftript  of  a  great  Part  of  the  Aujlrian  Dominions,  fothat 
the  Power  of  that  Houfe  was  much   inferior  to  what  it 
was  at  the  Time  of  the  late  Emperor's  Death,  and  ftill 
more  inferior  to  what  it  was  in  the  Year    1716,  when 
we  thought  it  neceffary  to  add  Naples  an^  Sicily  to    its 
former  Acquifitions,  in    order   to  make  it  a  Match  for 
the  Power  of  France,     Befides  this,  there  v/as   then  a 
moft  powerful  Confederacy  agair.fl:  that  Houfe,  and  no 
Jealoufy    fubfiding  againfi:  the  Powers  of  Europe^     of 
the  ambitious  Defigns  of  i^r^jwr^  ;  for,  though  that  Court 
had  ailifted  in  pulling  down  the  Houfe  of  Aiiftria^  they 
had  difcovered  no  Defign  oT  incrcafmg  their  own  Power 
or  Dominions.   But,  on  the  other  hand,  by  the  haughty 
Behaviour  of  the  Court  of  Vienna^  and  the  Height  that 
Houfe  had  been  raifed  to,  a  Jealoufy  had  arifen,  amoqgft 
the  Princes  of  Germany^  of  the  overgrov/n    Power   of 
that  Houfe;  which  Jealoufy  had   firft:  manifefted  itfelf 
in   the  Houfe  of  Hanover^  and  Vv'as  at  this  very  Time 
fubfiff  ing,  not  only  in  the  Houfe  of  Hanover^  but  alfo  m 
moft  of  the  fovereign  Houfes  of  Germany.    In  thefe  Cir- 
cumftances  it  was  impoffible  for  our  Minifters,  however 
wrong-headed   we  may  fuppofe  them,  to  think  of  re(^o» 
ring  the  Houfe  o{  Aiijiria  to   its  former  Grandeur  and 
Power,  or  of  fetting  that  Houfe  up  again  as  a  Match 
for   the  Power  of  France  ;  becaufe,  in  fuch  a  Scheme, 
they  muft  have  feen,  that  they  would  not   be  cordially 
affifted   by  any  Power  in   Europe^  and  that  they  v,;ould 
beoppofedj  BOt  only  by  France  and  Spsin,  but  by  all 
C  2  the 
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An.  i6  and  17.  the  Princes  of  Germany  and  Italy^  who  were  jealous  of 

Geo.  II.  174.3.  xhQ  Power  of  the  Houfe  of  Jujlria. 

'  In  thefe  Circumftances,  what  was  this  Nation  to 
do?  What  ought  our  Minifters  to  have  done?  Since  it 
was  impoflible  to  re-eftablifli  the  Balance  of  Power  in 
Europe^  upon  thefingle  Power  of  the  Houfe  of  Aujiria^ 
furely.  Sir,  it  was  our  Bufinefs  to  think  of  reftoring  the 
Peace  o^  Germany  as  foon  as  poffible  by  our  good  Offices, 
in  order  thereby  to  eftablifh  a  Confederacy  fufficient  for 
oppofing  France^  in  cafe  that  Court  fhould  afterwards 
difcover  any  ambitious  Views.  It  was  not  now  fo  mucli 
our  Bufinefs  to  prevent  the  Leffening  the  Power  of  the 
Houfe  of  Aujiria^  as  it  was  our  Bufinefs  to  bring  about 
a  fpeedy  Reconciliation  among  the  Princes  o{ Germany y 
and  to  take  care  that  France^owldi  get  as  little  by  the 
Treaty  of  Peace,  as  flie  faid  ihe  expeded  by  the  War. 
This,  I  fay,  ought  to  have  been  our  chief  Concern,  be- 
caufe  the  Prefervation  of  the  Balance  of  Power  wasnovir 
no  longer  to  depend  upon  the  fole  Power  of  the  Houfe 
of  Auftria^  but  upon  the  joint  Power  of  a  Confederacy 
then  to  be  formed  ;  and  till  the  Princes  oi Germany  were 
reconciled  among  themfelves,  there  was  fcarcely  a  Pof- 
iibility  of  forming  any  fuch  Confederacy,  If  we  had 
made  this  our  Scheme,  the  Dutch  would  have  joined 
heartily  in  it  :  The  Germanic  Body  would  have  joined 
in  it ;  and  the  Peace  of  G^rw^Tzy  might  have  been  reftored 
without  putting  this  Nation  to  any  Expence,  or  divert- 
ing us  from  the  Profecution  of  our  juft  and  necefTary 
War  againil  Spain^  in  cafe  our  Differences  with  that 
Nation  could  not  have  been  adjured  by  the  Treaty  for 
refloring  the  Peace  of  Germany.  But  our  new  Minifler, 
as  I  have  faid^  run  into  an  Extreme  quite  oppofite  to 
that  of'  the  old  :  Our  former  Minifter  thought  of  no- 
thing but  negotiating  when  he  ought  to  have  thought 
©f  nothing  but  War  5  and  this  Minifler  thought  of  no- 
thing but  War,  or,  at  leaf},  the  Refemblance  of  it, 
•when  he  ought  to  have  thought  of  nothing  but  Negotia- 
tion. A  Refolution  was  taken,  and  Preparations  were 
made,  for  fending  a  Body  of  our  Troops  to  Flanders^ 
even  before  we  had  any  Hopes  of  the  King  oiPruJJid'^ 
deferting  his  Alliance  v/ith  France^  and  without  our  be- 
ing called  on  to  do  fo  by  any  one  Power  in  Europe :  I 
fay,  Sir,  by  any  one  Power  in  Europe  5  for  I  defy  our 

Minifters 
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MInifters   to  (hew,  that  even  the  Queen  of  Hungary  An,  16  and  17^ 
defined  any  fuch  Thing  before  it  v/as  refolved  on  :  I  be-  ,^^°'  ^^'  '743. 
lieve  fome  of  her  Minifters  were  free  enough  to  declare, 
that  the  Money  thofe  Troops  coft  us,  would  have  done 
her  much  more  Service ;  and,  I  am  fure,  we  were  fo  far 
from  being  called  on  by  the  Dutch  to  do  fo,  that  it  was 
refolved  on  without  their  Participation,  and  the  Mea- 
fure  carried  into   Execution,  I  believe,  exprefsly  con- 
trary to  their  Advice. 

'  This  Refolution,  Sir,  was  fo  far  from  having  any 
Influence  upon  the  King  of  PruJJia^  that  he  continued 
firm  to  his  Alliance  with  France^  and  fought  the  Battle 
of  Crotjka,  after  he  knew  it  was  taken  ;  and  if  he  had 
continued  firm  in  the  fame  Sentiments,  I  am  very  fure 
our  Troops  neither  would  nor  could  have  been  of  the 
leaft  Service  to  the  Queen  of  Hungary  ;  but  the  Battle 
Q^CrotJka  fully  convinced  him,  that  the  French  defigned 
chiefly  to  play  one  German  Prince  againft  another,  in 
order  to  weaken  both ;  and,  perhaps,  he  had  before  then 
difcovered,  that,  according  to  the  French  Scheme,  his 
Share  of  Silejta  was  not  to  be  fo  confiderable  as  he  ex- 
pected. Thefe  Confiderations,  and  not  the  Eloquence 
or  Addrefs  of  any  of  our  Minifters,  inclined  him  to  come 
to  sn  Agreement  with  the  Queen  of  Hungary ;  and  as 
fhe  was  now  convinced,  that  (he  could  not  depend  upon 
our  Promifes,  fhe  readily  agreed  to  his  Terms,  though 
his  Demands  were  now  much  more  extravagant  than 
they  were  at  firft,  and  what  was  worfe,theywere  now  un- 
accompanied with  any  one  Promife  orConfideration,  ex- 
cept thatof  aNeutrality  ;  whereas  his  firft  Demands  were 
made  palatable  by  the  Tender  of  a  large  Sum  of  Money, 
and  by  the  Promife  of  his  utmoft  Afiiftance,  not  only  in 
fupporting  the  Pragmatic  San6tion,  but  in  raifing  her 
Hufband,  tlie  Duke  of  Lorrain^  to  the  Imperial  Throne: 
Nay,  he  even  infinuated,  that  he  would  embrace  the 
firft  Opportunity,  to  aftift  in  procuring  her  Houfe  an 
Equivalent  for  whatever  Part  of  Sikjia  ftie  ihould  yield 
up  to  him. 

«  This  Accommodation  between  the  Queen  of  Huti^ 
gary  and  the  King  of  PruJJia^  and  that  which  foon  after 
followed  between  her  and  the  Duke  of  Saxony^  produced 
a  very  great  Alteration  in  the  Affairs  of  Europe -^  but  as 
they  promifed  nothing  but  a  Neutrality,  and  as  the 
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An.  i6  and  17.  Dutch  abfoliitely  fefufed  to  join  either  with  the  Queen 
Geo.  l'.j^43^  (;y{  lliingfiry  or  us  in  any  offennve  Meafures  againft 
France^  it  v/as  ftill  irripoffible  for  us  to  think  of  re- 
{toring  the  Houfe  of  Aujlrla  to  fuch  i'ower  as  to 
render  it  a  Match  for  the  Power  Q>i  Frar>ce.\  therefore  we 
ought  Itiil  to  have  thought  of  nothing  but  Ncgotiatioa 
in  order  to  reftore  the  Peace  oi  Germany  by  an  Accom- 
modation between  her  and  the  Emperor  ;  and  the  J)i-r 
ftreffes  which  the  French  zn^  Bavarian  Armies  in  Ger' 
miany  were  drove  to,  furniflied  us  with  fach  an  Op,  ortu- 
niiy  as  we  ought,  by  all  Means,  to  have  embraced,  and 
to  have  infifted  upon  the  Queen  of  Hungary'' s  doing  the 
fame,  under  the  Fain  of  being  entirely  deferted  by  us. 
A  Peace  was  offered  both  by  the  Kmperor  and  the  French 
upon  the  moderate  7^erms  of  I///  Pofjtdetis^  with  refpecSI 
toGermany  ;  but,  for  what  Reafon  I  cannot  comprehend, 
we  were  fo  far  from  advifmg  the  Queen  oi  Hungary  to 
accept,  that,  I  believe,  we  advifed  her  not  to  accept  of 
the  Terms  offered. 

^  This,  Sir,  was  a  Condu(5l  in  our  Minifters  fo  very 
extraordinary,  fo  diredily  oppofite  to  the  Intereil  of  this- 
Nation,  and  the  Security  of  the  Balance  of  Power,  that 
I  can  fa ggeft  to  myfeif  no  one  P.eafon  for  it,  but  their 
being  refolved  to  pun  this  Nation  to  the  Expence  of 
maintaining  16,000  Hanoverians-,  and  this,  I  am  afraid, 
v/as  the  true  Motive  our  new  Minsfters  had  at  firfl  for 
sli  the  warlike  Meafures  they  refolved  on.  Nothing 
would  now  fatisfy  us  but  a  Conqueft  of  Al[aci  and  Zor- 
rain^  in  order  to  give  it  to  the  Queen  of  Hungary  as  an 
Equivalent  for  what  {he  had  loft  5  and  this  we  refolved 
on,  or  at  lead  pretended  to  refolve  on,  at  a  Time  when 
France  and  ^pain  were  inclofe  ConjurxSiion,  at  a  Time 
when  no  one  of  the  Powers  of  Europe  could  affift 
us,  at  a  Time  when  none  of  them  entertained  any 
Jealoufy  of  the  ambitious  Defigns  of  France^  and  at 
a  Time  when  moft  of  the  Princes  o^  Germany  tnievtdLme^ 
fuch  a  Jealoufy  of  the  Power  of  the  Houfe  o^  Jujiria^ 
that  we  had  great  Reafon  to  apprehend  the  whole  Ger- 
manic Body,  or  at  leaft  the  molt  confiderable  Princes  of 
Germany^  joining  againfl  us,  in  cafe  we  (hould  meet 
with  any  Succefs.  Sir,  if  our  Miniflers  vv-ere  really  fe- 
rious  in  this  Scheme,  it  was  one  of  the  moft  romantic 
that  ever  entered  into  the  Head  of  any  Englijh  Don  ^ix- 
0te  I  and  if  they  made  tfiis  orJy  a  Pretence  for  putting 
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■  this  Nation  to  the  Expence  of  maintaining  16,000  Ha-  An.  16  and  27. 
ftoverians^  or  of  acquiring  fome  new  Territory  for  the  ^^o-Ji-  1743- 
Ele(5lorate  of  Hanover^  I  am  fure,  no  Britijh  Houfe  of 
Commons  ought  to  approve  of  their  Condu^l:. 

'  It  is  ridiculous  to  fay.  Sir,  that  we  could  notadvife 
the  Qiieen  of  Hungary  to  accept  of  the  Terms  offered 
hy  the  Emperor  and    France^  when    their  IVoops  were 
cooped  up  in  the  City  of  Prague^  becaufe  thofe  Terms 
were  offered  with  a  View  only    to  get  their  Troops  at 
Liberty,  and  to  take  the  firfl  Opportunity  to  attack  her 
with  more  Vigour.     This,  1  fay,  is  ridiculous,  becaufe 
if  fhe  had  accepted   of  the  Terms  offered,  fhe    might 
have  had   them  guaranty'd  by  the  Dutch^  by  the  Ger» 
manic  Body,  and  by  all  the  powerful    Princes  of  Ger- 
many^ which  would  have  brought  all  thefe  Powers  into  a 
Confederacy  with  us  againft  the  Emperor  and   Franccy 
if  they  had  afterwards  attacked  her  in  Germany  j  and  all 
of  them,  but  efpeciaily  the  Dutch  ?Lnd  the  King  o{ Pruf- 
Jia,  would  have  been  ready  to  have  joined  with  us,  if 
the  French  had  attacked  her  in  Flanders,     It  is  equally 
ridiculous  to  fay,  that  fhe   could   not  accept    of  thefe 
T  erms,  becaufe  they  contained  nothing  for  the  Security 
of  her  Dominions  in    Italy;   for  fuppofe  the  War  had 
continued  in  Itaiy^  if  the  Queen   of  Hungary  had  been 
fafe  upon  the  Side  (jf  Germany ^  fhe  could  have  poured  in 
fuch  a   Number   of  Troops  into  Italy^  as  would  hav^ 
been  fufEcient  for  oppofmg  and  defeating  all  the  Armies 
that  both  the  French  and  the  Spaniards  could  have  fent 
to  and  maintained   in  that   Country,    fmce   we  could, 
by  our   fuperior  Squadrons,  have    made    it    impoflible 
for   the    French   and  Spaniards  to   maintain  great  Ar- 
mies in  that  Country. 

'  No  Reafon  can,  therefore,  be  afligned  for  the  Queen 
of  Hungary  s  refufina;  the  Terms  offered  her  for  reftoring 
the  Tranquillity  of  Germany^  but  this  alone  ;  that  we  had 
promifed  to  affiif  her  fo  effectually  as  to  enable  her  to 
conquer  a  Part  of  France^  by  Way  of  Equivalent  for 
what  file  has  loff  in  Germany  and  Italy  ;  ana  fach  an  Af- 
fiftance  it  is  neither  our  Intere'ft,  nor  in  our  Power,  to 
give,  as  the  Circum{l:ances  of  Europe  ffand  at  prefent. 
I  am  really  furprized  how  the  Queen  of  Hungary  came 
to  truft  afecond  Time  to  our  Promifes;  for  I  may  ven- 
ture to  prophefy,  that  fhe  will  find  herfelf  a  fecond 
Time  deceived.  "\Ve  fhall  only  put  ourfelves  to  a  vaft 
C  4       '  needlefs 
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An.  16  and  ij-necdlcfs  Expence,  as  we  did  when  flie  was  firfl  attacked 
<Seo.  II  1743.  ]Qy  Prujfia  ;  and  may  give  France  a  Pretence  for  con- 
quering Flanders^  without  raifing  any  Jealoufy  in  the 
other  Powers  of  Europe,  which  otherwife  fhe  could  not 
have  done;  or  we  may  bring  the  Qsjeen  of  Hungary  ^ 
fecond  Time  to  the  Verge  of  Dellrudion,  and  leave  her 
there  ;  for  that  we  fhall  certainly  do,  as  foon  as  Hano- 
ver comes  to  be  a  fecond  Time  in  Danger.  From  ail 
which  I  muft  conclude,  that  our  prefent  Scheme  of  Po- 
litics is  fundamentally  wrong,  and  that  the  longer  we 
<:ontinue  to  build  upon  fuch  a  Foundation,  the  more 
dangerous  it  will  be  for  us:  The  whole  Fabric  muir 
tumble  at  laft,  and  niay  crulh  this  unfortunate  Nation 
under  its  Ruins. 

'  But  now,  Sir,  let  us  fee  how  we  have  profecuted  this 
Scheme,  bad  as  it  is,  during  laft  Campaign.  As  this 
Nation  muft  bear  the  chief  Part  of  the  Expence,  it 
"was  certainly  our  Bufmefs  to  profecute  the  War  with  alj 
poffible  Vigour,  to  come  to  Action  as  foon  as  pofHble, 
and  to  pulh  every  Advantage  to  the  utmoft.  Since  we 
foon  found  we  could  not  attack  the  French  upon  the 
Side  pf  Flanders^  why  were  our  Troops,  fo  long  of 
inarching  into  Germany  f  Or,  indeed,  1  fhr>uld  rather 
afic,  why  our  Army  was  not  at  firft  aiTembled  in  that 
Country  ?  Why  did  they  continue  fo  long  inactive  upon 
%\\Q  Maine ^  If  our  Army  "Was  not  numerous  enough 
for  attacking  the  French^  why  were  the  Hejfians  left  be^ 
hind  for  fome  Time  in  Flanders?  Why  did  we  not 
fend  over  20,000  of  thofe  regular  Troops  that  were  lying 
idle  here  at  home  ?  How  to  anfwer  all  thefe  Queftions 
I  cannot  tell  ;  but  it  is  certain  that  wt  never  thought 
pf  attacking  the  French  Army  in  our  Neighboyrhood, 
and,  I  believe,  expe6^ed  very  little  to  be  attacked. 
Nay,  I  doubt  much  if  any  A6i:ioawould  have  happened 
during  the  whole  Campaign,  U  die  French  had  not,  by 
the  MifconduiS^  of  fome  one  or  other  of  our  Generals, 
caught  our  Army  in  a  Hofe-net,  from  which  it  could 
not  have  efcaped,  if  the  Frejuh  Generals  had  all  obferved 
the  Direc):ions  of  their  Commander  in  Chief,  and  had 
thought  only  of  guarding  and  fortifying  themfelves  in 
the  Defiles  through  which  it  wasnecefTary  for  our  Army 
to  pafs,  inftead  of  pafTing  thofe  Denies,  and  marching  up 
to  attack  our  Troops.     Thank  God,  the  Courage  of 
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fome  of  the  French  Generals  got  the  better  of  their  Dif-  An.  «6  and  17. 

cretion,  as  w^U -..s  their  military  Dilcipline.    i  his  made    ^^^         .  J. 

them  attack,  inftcad  of  waiting  to  be  attacked,  and  by 

the  Bravery  of  the  £?2a///2)  Foot,  and   the  Cowardice  of 

their  own,   they  met  with  a  levere  Repulfe,  which  put 

their  whole  Army   mto   Confui'ion,    and   obliged   it  to 

retire  with  Precipitation  over  the  Maine,  by  which  our 

Army  efcaped  from  the  Snare   they    had  been   led  mto, 

^nd  crot  fice  ^Liberty  tp  purfue  their  Retreat  to  Hanau, 

'This,  Sir,  was  a  fignal  Advantage  ;  but  did  we  pulh 
this  Advantage  ?  Did  we  purfue  the  Enemy  in  their  pre- 
cipitate Retreat,  over  a  great  River,  where  many  of 
them  muft  have  been  loft,  had  they  been  clofely  pur- 
fued  ?  Did  we  endeavour  to  take  the  leaft  Advantage  of 
the  Confuiion  ihey  had  been  thrown  into  by  their  un- 
expeiled  Repulfe  ?  No,  Sir,  the  Ardour  of  our  Britijh 
Troops  was  reftrained  by  the  Cowardice  of  the  Hans* 
veriauy  and  inftead  of  purfuing  the  Enemy,  we  our- 
felves  ran  away  in  the  Night  time,  and  in  fuch  Hafte, 
that  we  left  ail  our  Wounded  to  the  Mercy  and  Care  of 
the  Enemy,  who  had,  likewife,  the  Honour  of  bury- 
ing our  Desd  as  well  as  their  own.  This  A6fion  may, 
therefore,  on  our  Side,  be  called  a  lucky  Efcape  ;  but  I 
fiiall  never  give  my  Confent  to  honour  it  with  theName 
of  a  Victory. 

'  After  this  Efcape,  Sir,  our  Army  was  joined  by  a  very 
large  Reinforcement.  Did  this  revive  our  Courage,  or 
give  us  any  better  Stomach  for  fighting;;?  Not  a  Bit,  Sir; 
though  the  French  continued  for  fome  Time  upon  the 
German  Side  of  the  Rhine,  we  never  offered  to  attack 
them,  or  to  give  them  the  leaft  Difturbance.  At  laft., 
upon  Prince  Charles's  Approach,  with  the  Aujirian 
Army  under  his  Command,  the  French  not  only  repafTed 
the  Rhine,  but  retired  quite  out  of  Germany  -,  and  as  the 
Aujirian  Army  and  the  Allied  Army  might  then  have 
joined,  and  might  have  both  pafied  the  Rhine  without 
Oppofition  at  Mentz^  or  almoft  any  where  in  the  Pala- 
filiate-,  it  was  expeded,  that  both  Armies  vi^ould  have 
marched  together  into  Lorrain,  or  in  Search  of  the 
French  Army,  in  order  to  force  them  to  a  Battle ;  but 
inftead  of  this.  Prince  Charles  marched  up  the  German 
Side  of  the  Rhine,  to  do  what  ?  To  pafs  that  great  River 
in  the  Sight  of  a  French  Army  e(jual  in  Number  to  his 
4  own, 
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^s.  16  and  17.  own.  wlilch,  wlihout  fome  extraordinary  Neglect:  in 
Geo.  II.  J743,  the  French^  was  imprailicable  ;  and  fo  it  was  found  by 
Experience  j  fo  that  the  whole  Campaign,  upon  that 
Side,  was  confumcd  in  often  attempting  what  as  often 
appeared  to  be  impradicable, 

'  On  the  other  Side,  I  mean  that  of  the  Alh'ed  Army, 
was  there  any  thing  done  of  Confequence  .?  I  know  of 
nothing,  but  that  of  fending  a  Party  of  HufTars  into 
Lorrain  with  a  Manifeflo,  The  Army,  indeed,  pafTcd 
the  Rhine  at  Ment%^  and  marched  up  to  the  French 
Lines  upon  the  Frontier  o'i  Alface^  but  never  offered  to 
)afs  thofe  Lines  till  the  French  had  abandoned  them,  I 
)elieve,  with  a  Defign  to  draw  our  Army  again  into 
fome  Snare  ;  for  upon  the  French  returning  again  to- 
wards thofe  Lines,  it  retired  with  much  greater  Hafte 
than  it  had  advanced,  though  the  Dutch  Auxiliaries 
were  then  come  up,  and  pretended  at  leaft  to  be  ready 
to  join  our  Army  ;  though,  as  I  have  heard,  they 
found  a  Pretence  for  never  coming  into  the  Line  j  and  I 
•doubt  much  if  they  would  have  marched  with  us  to  at- 
tack the  French  Army  in  their  own  Territories,  or  to 
snveft  any  of  their  fortified  Places  ;  for  I  mufl  obferve, 
that  the  French  Lines  upon  the  f^eich  were  not,  as  to 
fome  Part  of  them,  within  the  Terrritories  of  France  : 
But  fuppofe  this  Dutch  Detachment  had  been  ready  to 
march  with  us  to  attack  the  French  in  their  own  Terri- 
tories, or  to  inveil  fome  of  their  fortified  Places,  it 
could  have  given  me  no  Joy,  and  therefore  I  cannot 
join  in  any  Congratulations  upon  that  Events  for  a  fmall 
Detachment  of  Dutch  Troops  can  never  enable  us  to 
execute  the  vaft  Scheme  we  have  undertaken  :  The 
whole  Force  of  that  Republic  would  not  be  fufficient  for 
that  Purpofe,  becaufe  we  fhould  have  the  Majority  of 
the  Empire  againfl  us  ;  and  therefore,  if  ihe  Dutch  had 
toined  totis  'viribus  in  our  Scheme,  inftead  of  congratu- 
lating, I  fhould  have  bemoaned  their  running  mad  by 
our  Example,  and  at  our  Inftigation. 

Havino-  now  briefly  examined  ourCondudl:  during  laft 
Campaign,  from  the  itw  Remarks  I  have  made,  I  be- 
lieve. Sir,  it  will  appear,  that  fuppohng  our  Scheme  to 
be  in  itfelf  poffible  or  practicable,  we  have  no  Reafon 
to  hope  for  Succefs,  if  it  be  not  profecuted  with  morq 
Vigour,  and  better  Condud,  than  it  was  during  lait  Cam- 
■  ,  paignp 
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paign.     Wliile  we  continue  in  the  Piofecution  of  this  An.  i«  and  17, 

Scheme,  the    Hanoverians^   indeed,  will  be  confidera-  Geo.  II.  1743. 

ble  Gainers,  let  whoever  will  be  theLofer;  becaufe  they 

will  draw  4  or 500,000/.  yearly  from  this  Nation,  over 

and   above   v/hat   they   have  annually  drawn  from   us, 

ever  hnce  they  have  had  tlie  good  Fortune   to  be  united 

with  us  under  the  fame   Sovereign,      But  we  ought  to 

conficler,  even  the  Hanoverians  ought  to  confider,   that 

this  Nation  is   not  now  in   a   Condition  to  carry  on  an 

expenfive  War  for  ten  or  twelve  Years,  as  it  did  in  the 

Reign  of  Queen  jnne.  We  may  fund  it  out  for  a  Year, 

two,  or  three;  but  we  are  now  fo  much  in  Debt,  that 

if  we  go  on  for  a  few  Years,  adding  Millions  to  it  every 

Year,  our  Credit    will   certainly  at  laft,  1   am    afraid, 

fuoner  than  fome  amongft  us  imagine,  be    blown   up; 

and  if  this  Misfortune  Ihould  happen  to  us,  neither  Han^ 

over^  nor  any  other  foreign  State,  would  be  able  to  draw 

a  Shilling  more  from  us.      A  Stop  to  our  public  Credit 

would  put  an  End  to  our  Paper  Currency  :  An  univer- 

fal   Bankruptcy  would   enfue,  and  all  the    little    ready 

Money  left  amongft  us  would,  by  the  happy  PofTefTors, 

be  locked  up  in  Iron  Chefls,  or  hid  in  By-corners.     It 

would  then  be  impoffible  to  raife  our  Taxes,  and  con- 

fequentlyimpoilible  to  maintain  either  Fleets  or  Armies. 

Our  Troops  abroad  would  be  obliged  to  enter  into  the 

Service  of  any  Prince  that  could  maintain  them,  and  our 

Troops    at   home   would  be  obliged  to  live  upon  fre^ 

Quarter  :  Nav,  this  they  could  not   do  long  ;  for  the 

Farmer  would  neither  fow  nor  reap  if  he  found  his  Pror 

duce  taken  from  him  by  the  ftarving  Soldier.     In  thefe 

Circumftances,  I  muft  defire  the  real  Friends  of  our  pre- 

fent   happy  Eftablifhment  to  confider,   what  might  be 

the  Confequence  of  the  Pretender's  being  landed  amongft 

us  at  the  Head   of  a  French  Army.     Would  not  he  be 

looked    on  by  moft  as    a  third   Saviour  ?     Would   not 

the  Majority  of  the  People  join  with   him,  in  order  to 

refcue  the  Nation  from  thofe  that  had  brought  it  into 

fuch  Confufion  ? 

'  This  Danger,  Sir,  is,  I  hope,  one  of  thofe  that 
jijay  be  called  imaginary  ;  biit,  I  am  fure,  it  is  far  from 
being  fo  imaginary,  as  that  we  have  been  frightened  with 
in  this  Debate,  of  all  the  Powers  upon  the  Continent  of 
puropi^  bein^  broughit  under  fuch  a  flaviih  Dependence 

uport 
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g"o  n  ^"'^  ^^*  "P°"  ^^^^^^^  2S  to  join  with  that  Nation  in  conquering 
• '743-    this  Ifland,  or  in  bringing  it  under  the  fame  flavifh  De- 
pendence with  thenifelves. 

*  I  had  almoft  forgot,  Sir,  to  take  Notice  of  the  famous 
Treaty  of  Worrm  j  and  I  wifh  After-ages  may  never  take 
Notice  of  it.  I  wifli  \%  could  be  eraled  out  of  our  An- 
nals as  well  as  Records,  fo  as  never  to  be  hereafter  men* 
tioned  ;  for  that  Treaty,  with  its  Appendix,  the  Con- 
vention that  followed  it,  is  one  of  the  moft  deftru^ive, 
unjuft,  and  ridiculous  Treaties  we  ever  made.  By  that 
Treaty  we  have  taken  upon  ourfelves  a  Burden,  which 
I  th!r.k  impoffib!e  for  us  to  fupport ;  and  we  have  en- 
gaged in  fuch  an  kdi  of  Injuftice  towards  the  Republic 
of  Genoa^  as  muft  alarm  all  Europe^  and. give  the  French 
a  fignal  Advantage  ;  for  from  thence  ail  the  Princes  of 
Europe  will  fee  what  Regard  we  have  to  Juftice,  where 
we  think  we  have  Power ;  and  therefore  moft  of  them 
will  probably  join  with  France  in  curtailing  our  Power, 
or  at  leaft  in  preventing  its  Increafe.  The  Alliance  of 
Sardinia^  and  his  Affiftance,  may,  I  admit,  be  of  great 
Ufe  to  us  in  defeating  the  Defigns  of  the  Spaniards  in 
Italy',  but  Gold  itfelf  may  be  bought  too  dears  a"ci>  I 
am  afraid,  we  fhall  find  the  Purchafe  we  have  made  to 
be  at  laft  but  a  precarious  Bargain,  efpecially  \{  Sardinia 
ihould  be  attacked  by  France  as  well  as  Spain,  which 
will  be  the  certain  Confequence  of  the  Scheme  of  Poli- 
tics we  are  now  purfuing.  For  thefe  Reafons,  Sir,  I 
hope,  no  Gentleman,  nor  even  any  Mii.ifter,  will  ex-!* 
ped,  that  1  ihould  declare  my  Satisfaction  in  thatTrea* 
ty's  being  concluded. 

'  It  is  very  furprifing,  Sir,  to  hear  Gentlemen  talk  of 
the  great  Advantage  of  Unanimity  in  our  Proceedings, 
when,  at  the  fame  Time,  they  are  doing  all  they  can 
to  prevent  Unanimity.  If  the  Hon.  Gentleman  had  in- 
tended,  that  what  he  propofed  fhould  be  unanimoufly 
agreed  to,  he  would  have  returned  to  the  antient  Cuf- 
tom  of  Parliament,  which  fome  of  his  new  Friends  have 
fo  often,  upon  former  Occafions,  recommended,  it  is 
a  new  Doctrine,  to  pretend,  that  we  ought,  in  our  Ad- 
drefs,  to  return  fome  Sort  of  Anfwer  to  every  thing 
mentioned  in  his  Majefty's  Speech.  It  is  a  Doctrine  that 
has  prevailed  only  fmce  our  Parliaments  began  to  look 
more  like  a  French  than  an  Englijh  Parliament  ^  and 

now 
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now  we  pretend  to  be  fuch  Enemies  to  Pranee,  I  ex-  An.  j6  and  17. 
pedled,  we  fhould  have  laid  afide  this  Dodrine.    The  Geo.  ii.  1743- 
very  Method  of  proceeding  in  ParHament  muft  fhew  this 
Do<5trine  to  be  falfe.     His  Majefty's  Speech  is  not  now 
fo   much   as  under  our  Confideration  :  We   never  do 
take    it    into   Confideration,     but     upon   a   previous 
Order  for   that  Purpofe  ;    therefore   we  cannot  now, 
properly,  take  Notice  of  its  Contents,  any  further  than 
to  determine,  whether  we  ought  to  return  Thanks  for 
it  or  no  ;   for  even  this  is  what  we  may  refufe,  without 
being  guilty  of  any  Breach  of  Duty  to  our  Sovereign  ; 
but  this,  I  believe,  no  Gentleman  would  have  thought 
of,  if  the  Hon.  Gentleman,  who  made  you  this  Motion, 
had  not  tacked  to  it  a  loxig  and  fulforae  Panegyric  up- 
on the  Condu<5l  of  our  Minifters.  I  am  convinced,  no 
Gentleman  would  have  objected  againft  our   expreiiing 
our  Duty  to  our  Sovereign,  and  our  Zeal  for  his  Ser- 
vice, in  the  moft  ftrong  and  afFedionate  Terms ;  nor 
would  any  Gentleman   have   refufed  to  congratulate  his 
Majefty  upon  any   fortunate  Event's  happening  to   the 
Royal  Family ;  and   the  H^on.  Gentleman  would   have 
delired  no  more,  if  he  had  intended  that  his  Motion 
Ihould  be  unanimoufly  agreed  to  ;  but  as  Miniflers  arc 
generally  the  Authors  and  Drawers-up  of  the  Motion, 
they  always  have  a  greater  Regard  for  themftlves  than 
for  the  Service  of  their  Sovereign  ;  and  this  is  the  true 
Reafon  why  fuch  Motions  feldom  meet  with  an  unani- 
mous Approbation. 

'  As  for  the  Danger,  Sir,  of  our  returning,  or  not 
returning  to  our  antient  Cuf^om  upon  this  Occafion,  I 
think  it  lies  wholly  upon  the  Side  of  our  not  returning,. 
I  have  fhewn,  that  the  Meafures  we  are  now  purfuing 
are  fundamentally  wrong,  and  that  the  longer  we  do 
purfue  them,  the  heavier  our  Misfortune  will  be:  Un- 
lefs  fome  fignal  Providence  intervenes.  Experience,  I 
am  fure,  will  confirm  what  I  lay.  By  the  immediate 
Intervention  of  Providence,  we  may,  it  is  true,  fucceed 
in  the  moft  improbable  Schemes;  but  Providence feems 
to  be  againft  us,  and  for  our  Punifhment  has  fufFered 
us  to  embark  in  Projeds  thatmay  undo  us  :  Thefooner^ 
therefr^e,  we  repent,  the  better  it  will  be  for  us ;  and 
unlefs  Repentance  begins  in  this  Houfe,  I  (hall  expe6l  it 
no  where  elfe,  till  dire  Experience  has  convinced  us  of 
our  being  in  the  wrong.  For  this  Reafon^  I  hope,  and 

I  y/ifb, 
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An.  16  and  tj,  J  wifh,  that  we  may  now  begin  to  put  a  Stop  to  the  f'af- 
•  ^^^^^h^^  ^^^^  Pfofecuriori  of  thefe  deflru£tive  and  dangerous  Me^- 
fures,  by  refufihg  them  our  Approbation.  If  we  put  a 
Negative  lipon  this  Queftion,  it  may  awaken  our  Mi- 
r.iHers  out  of  their  deceitful  Dream :  If  we  agree  to  it, 
they  will  dream  on,  till  they  have  dreamed  Eurcpe  and 
their  Country,  as  well  as  themfelves,  into  Perdition.  If 
they  flop  now,  the  Nation  may  recover  ;  but  if  by  fuch 
a  flattering  Addrefs  we  encourage  them  to  go  on,  it  may 
foon  become  impoffible,  either  for  them,  or  us,  to  retreat ; 
and  therefore,  for  the  Sake  of  jE'ttr^?/)^,  as  well  as  my 
Country,  I  fliall  moft  heartily  join  in  putting  a  Nega- 
tive upon  this  Qiieltion.' 

Thomas  Winnington,  Efq,  fpoke   to  the  following 
EfFea : 
'Sir, 

T.  Winnington,       '  '^^^   Spirit    of  Oppofition  has,  of  late  Years,  be- 
£fqi  come  fo    prevalent   in   this  Houfe,  that   Unanimity   is 

never  to  be  expecSied.  If  the  Hon.  Gentleman  had 
propofed  nothing  but  Thanks  to  his  Majeff  y  for  his  mofl 
gracious  Speech  from  the  Throne,  I  doubt  much  if  it 
would  have  met  with  an  unanimous  Approbation  1 
I  am  perfuaded  forne  Objection  would  have  been  made 
to  it,  or  fome  Amendment  or  Addition  offered,  in  or- 
der to  give  Gentlemen  an  Opportunity  to  difplay  their 
Rhetoric  in  running  dov/n  the  Meafuresof  the  Admi- 
niflration  :  But,  thank  God  !  the  Infignificancy  of  Op- 
pofition, when  not  founded  on  folid  and  right  Princi- 
ples, is  now  as  well  known  abroad  as  it  is  at  home  ;  and, 
to  our  good  Fortune,  if  the  Propoiition  be  but  agreed  to 
by  a  Majority,  the  Oppofition  it  may  meet  with,  can 
have  no  EfFe(^  upon,  nor  any  Way  difconcert,  the  Mea- 
fures  which  his  Majef[y  is  purfuing,  for  the  Freedom 
and  Security  of  Europe  in  general,  and  of  this  Nation 
in  particular.  Therefore,  if,  by  what  I  am  to  trouble 
you  with  upon  this  Occafion,  I  do  but  gain  a  Majority, 
J  fhall  give  myfelf  no  Concern,  if  I  fail  of  gaining  an 
unanimous  Approbation. 

'  As  to  the  antient  Method  of  Addreffing,  I  am  really 
furprifed  to  hear  it  fo  much  infifiied  on,  when  the  Rea- 
fon  for  our  changing  our  Method  of  addrefHng  has  been 
fo  often  and  fo  clearly  explained.  In  antient  Times  our 
Sovereign,  in  his  Speech  from  the  Thrpne,  communi- 
cated 
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cated  no  Knowledge  to  his  Parliament,  either  of  what  An.  16  and  17. 

had  been  done,  or  of  what  was  to  be  done  :  His  Speech    ^^°^ '  _ 

was  only  a  fhort  Compliment  to  the  two  Houfes,  and  to 
the  Chancellor  it  was  left  to  give  a  State  of  our  AfFaira 
abroad  and  at  home,  and  to  explain  to  the  Parliament 
the  King's  Wants,  and  his  Reafons  for  calling  them 
together.  Whilft  this  Cuftom  continued,  our  Addrefs, 
by  Way  of  Anfwer  to  the  King's  Speech,  could  be  no 
more  than  a  general  Compliment;  for  neither  Houfe, 
in  their  Addrefs  to  the  Throne,  could  take  Notice  af 
what  had  been  delivered  to  them  from  the  Wool-Sack, 
But  fmce  the  Revolution,  our  Kings  have,  moft  juilly, 
ihewn  more  Regard  to  thtir  Parliaments,  and  have 
themfelves,  at  the  Beginning  of  every  Seflion,  done 
what  was  formerly  left  to  be  done  by  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor. 

This,  Sir,  introduced  neceffarily  a  Change  in  our 
Method  of  Addrelling  ;  for,  in  good  Manners,  we  were 
obliged  to  take  fome  Sort  of  Notice  of  every  thing  our 
Sovereign  had  mentioned  in  his  Speech  from  the  Throne  i 
and  upon  fuch  Occafion'^,  it  has  always  been  the  Cuf- 
tom  to  fuppofe  the  Fa£ts  to  be  true  as  ftated  in  the 
King's  Speech,  v^ithout  derogating  however  from  our 
Power  or  Freedom  to  inquire  into  (he  Truth  of  them, 
after  having  ail  the  Lights  laid  before  us  that  we  mighc 
think  neceffary  for  a  full  Lnquiry  j  and  ifj  upon  fuch 
Inquiry,  any  of  the  Fadis  appear  to  be  untruly  or  un- 
fairly Ifated,  no  Suppoiition,  no  Expreilion  we  had 
made  ufe  of  in  our  Addrefa,  could  prevent  or  obfcru(5t 
our  calling  thofe  to  account  v.'ho  had  advifed  their  So- 
vereign to  exprefs  himfelf  in  fuch  a  manner.  When  ws 
enter  upon  any  fuch  Inquiry,  the  Speech  is  fuppofed  to 
be  the  Speech  of  the  Miniilers,  and  we  may  treat  it  with 
the  fame  Freedom  as  if  it  had  been  actually  made  by  one 
of  them:  Which  fb.cws,  that  nothing  that  is  now  pro- 
pofed,  or,  indeed,  that  can  be  propofed,  upon  any  fuch 
Occafion,  can  be  attended  with  any  Inconvenience,  be- 
caufe  it  can  be  no  Bar  to  a  future  Inquiry,  nor  can  it 
have  the  leaft  Influence  upon  any  of  our  future  Pro- 
ceedings ;  and  as  his  Majefty  has  been  gracioully  pleafed, 
upon  this  Occafion,  to  give  us  a  very  particular  Ac- 
count of  the  prefent  Siate  of  our  Affairs,  we  have  now 
•   .      ■  "    t.hf 
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An.  16  and  17.  ^]^q  fa^ie  keafoii  for  continuing  the  modern  Cuftofii^ 
eo.    .  »743"    jj^^i;  Q^j.  Forefathers  had  for  leaving  the  ancient. 

<  For  this  Reafon,  Sir,  if  there  were  any  Fads  men- 
tioned in  hisMajefty's  Speech,  which  might  admit  of  a 
Doubt,  it  could  be  no  Argument  againft  oUr  agreeing 
to  what  is  now  propofed  ;  but  that  ihere  are  none  fuch^ 
is,  I  think,  next  to  a  Demonftration.  When  we  con- 
fider,  that  his  Majefty  was  hift  Campaign  at  the  Head 
of  the  Allied  Army;  that  that  Army  w-as  in  the  greateft 
Confufion  and  Diilrefs,  and  in  a  v-ery  dangerous  Situa- 
ation  when  he  arrived  ;  that,  in  order  to  get  out  of  that 
Situation,  they  were  obliged  to  march  along  the  Side 
of  a  River,  whofe  oppofite  Side  was  covered  with  the 
Enemy's  Troops  and  Batteries  ;  that,  in  this  March, 
they  were  for  many  Hours  cannonaded  from  the  Ene- 
my's Batteries,  and,  as  has  been  acknowledged,  in  the 
greateft  Danger  of  being  caught  in  a  Snare ;  and  that, 
by  his  Majeity's  Condu6l-,  and  the  Bravery  of  the 
Troops,  they  every  where  repulfed  the  Enenjy,  and  ex- 
tritated  themfelves  from  the  Snare:  I  fay,  Sir,  when 
we  confider  thefe  Things,  can  we  doubt  of  his  Majefty's 
facred  Perfbn's  having  been  in  the  moil  extraordinary  and 
imminent  Danger  ?  Can  we,  in  common  Decency,  omit 
taking  this  Opportunity  to  congratulate  his  fafe  Return^ 
after  having  been  expofed  to  fuch  Danger  ?  This  there- 
fore is  a  Fa6t  that  cannot  be  in  the  ieaft  queftioned,  and 
therefore  I  am  furprifed  to  hear  any  Objection  made  to 
our  mentioning  it  in  our  Addrefs. 

*  As  to  the  Succefs  of  bis  Majefly's  Arms,  Sir,  it  is  a 
Fact  equally  certain.  Suppofe  it  true,  that  our  Army- 
was  led  into  a  Snare  by  MifconduiSl:,  before  they  had  the 
good  Fortune  of  his  Majefty's  Prefence  among  them  $ 
if  they  extricated  themfelves  afterwards  from  that  Snare, 
by  repulfing  and  deteating  me  Eiremy,  was  it  not  a 
Succefs?  Call  it  an  Efcape,  if  Gentlemen  will  have  it 
fo,  yet  ftill  it  muil  be  allowed  to  have  been  a  fuccefsful 
Efcape  ;  and  it  was  a  Glory  to  his  Majefty  to  lead 
them  out  of  a  Snare  which  they  had  been  led  into  be- 
fore hb  Arrival  in  the  Army  :  It  was  an  Honour  to  the 
Nation  to  have  their  Troops  deliver  themfelves  by  their 
Bravery  from  a  Misfortune  which  they  had  been  led 
into  by  Accident,  or,  perhaps,  by  human  Weaknefs. 

«  Then 
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-  «  Then^    Sir,  with   regard    to   the   Dutch  Troops, ^^' ^^^  ^^^^  ^^ 
Purely  it  will  not   be   doubted,  that  a  Body  of  Dutch  ^^^^'J.!^'' 
Troops    marched    up    to    our  Army  upon  the  Rhine  : 
Whether  they  incam-ped  in  a  Line  >  with  the  Allied  Ar- 
tny  or  no,  it  is   certain  they  were  there  :  It  is  certain 
they  were  ready  to  aflift  our  Army,  if  it  had  been  at- 
tacked by  the  French:  It  is  cerain  they  marched  with 
OUT  Army,  and  pafTed  the  French  Lines  upon  the  ^eich  ; 
and,  confidering  the  Nature  of  the  Dutch  Government, 
and  the  ftrong  French  Party  in  that  Republic,  even  this 
Step,  in   them,  muft  be  a  great  Satisfa(Si:ion  to  every 
Unglijhman  \  for  fu rely  it   could   not  be  expe6ledj  that 
they  would  declare   themfelves   Principals,    when  we 
aited  only  as  Auxiliaries. 

'  And  laftly.  Sir,  with  regard  to  the  Definitive  Treaty 
between  his  Majefty,  the  Queen  of  Hungary^  and  the 
King  of  Sardinia^  that  fuch  a  Treaty  has  been  con- 
cluded is  a  Fa6i:,  I  believe,  that  will  not  be  queftioned  ; 
and  that  the  AiS{i:ance  of  the  King  of  Sardinia  will 
contribute  to  the  Advantage  of  the  Common  Caufe, 
and  to  the  diitreirmg  of  the  Spaniards  in  Italy,  is,  like- 
wife,  a  Fad  that  can  be  as  little  queftioned  ;  fo  that 
there  is  no  Fa6l  mentioned  in  this  Propofition  that  can 
be  in  the  leaft  doubted,  much  lefs  contradi6^ed  ;  and  as' 
to  the  Wifdom  of  the  Fads,  or  the  Meafures  mentioned 
in  this  Propofition,  it  is  not  defired  that  we  fhould  fo 
much  as  infmuate  an  Approbation.  We  congratulate 
his' Majefty  on  his  fafe  Pveturn,  after  being  expofed  to 
fuch  Danger  ;  but  we  do  not  fay  it  was  right  to  advife 
him  to  expofe  himfelf  to  fuch  Danger  :  We  congratu- 
late him  on  the  Succefs  of  his  Arms,  but  we  do  not 
fay,  that  they  might  not,  by  good  Conduct,  have  met 
with  more  Succefs :  We  fay,  we  are  plea  fed  to  hear, 
that  his  Majefty  was  Joined  by  a  Body  o^  Dutch  Troops, 
but  we  do  not  fay,  that  he  might  not  have  been  j  .ined 
by  a  greater  Body,  or  fooner  by  that  Body,  if  proper 
Meafures  had  been  ufed  :  We  declare  our  Satisfadion- 
in  the  Definitive  Treaty  v/ith  the  King  of  Sardinia y 
but  we  are  nf)t  defired  to  fay  any  Thing  of  the  Terms 
of  that  Treaty  ;  nor  are  vi^e  defired  to  fay,  that  it 
Alight  not  have  been  purchafed  at  a  cheaper  Rate. 

'  Thus,  Sir,  it  is  evident,  that  by  what  is  now  pro- 
pofed,  we  do  not  acknov^ledge,  or,  indeed,  mention' 

D  an^' 


r  42  J 

An.  16  and  17.  any  Fa£l:  that  can  be  in  the  leaft  doubted,  nor  d^o^  w^ 
Geo.  11.  1743,  fo  much  as  infinuate  an  Approbation  of  any  late  Mea- 
fure ;  and,  therefore,  I  do  not  think,  there  is  any  ab- 
folute  Neceiiity,  upon  this  Oqcafion,  for  my  faying 
any  Thing  in  Vindication  of  our  Meafures  or  Condudl;: 
but  as  fo  much  Pains  has  been  taken  to  fhew,.  that  our 
Meafures  were  fundamentally  wrong,  and  that  our  Con- 
dud,  in  the  Profecution  of  them,  has  been  bad,  I  hope 
I  fhall  be  excufed  endeavouring  to  juftify  both. 

'  The  Prefer vation  of  the  Houfe  of  Aujiria^  and  ia 
that   the  Balance  of  Power,  is  a  Meafure  which  hasy 
ever  fmce  the  Revolution,  been  judged   neceflary  for 
this  Nation  to  purfue,   and  was  never   oppofed  till   it 
was  found  to  be  adopted  by  our  Mlnifters.     As  foon  as 
the  Queen  of  Hungary  was  attacked   by   the   King  of 
FruJJla^  this  Meafure  was  recommended  to  his  Majefty, 
not  only  by  the  Parlia^nent,  but  by  the  univerfal  Cry 
of  the  People ;  and  whilft  the  Imprudence,  or,  if  you 
will,  the  Obftinacy  of  the  Court  of  Vienna^  and  the  In- 
difference of  thofe  who  are  equally  at  leaft  with  us,  if 
not  more  engaged  in  Intereft  to  fupport  her,  made  it 
impoffible,  or  at  leaft  very  dangerous,  to  engage  openly 
in  her  Quarrel,  no  Obje61ion  was  ever  made   to  this 
Meafure  y  but,  on  the  contrary,,  very  loud  Complaints 
were  made  againft  the   Pufillanimity  of  our  Governi- 
menf,  and  the  Neutrality   agreed    to  by  Hanover  be- 
came a  common  Topic  of  Ridicule..    During  this  In- 
terval, no  Man  ever  fuppofed  or  fuggefted  that  the  Ba- 
lance of  Power  could  be  fupported  any  other  Way  than^ 
by  the  Support  of  the  Houfe  of  Aujiri a  i  but  as  foon  as 
it  was  known,  that  a  large  Body  of  our  Troops  were 
ordered  to  prepare  for  going  abroad,  and  that  our  Go- 
vernment had  refolved  to  engage  openly  and   vigoroufly 
in    the  Support  of  that  Houfe,  thofe  very  Gentlemen, 
who  had  before  decUired  fo  openly  in  favour  of  this  Mea- 
fure, began  to  exclaim  againft  it,  and  to  reprefent  it  as^ 
an  arrant  Piece  of  Knight- Errantry, 

'  From  hence.  Sir,  we  may  plainly  fee  the  true  Spi- 
rit of  Oppofition,  and  the  Maxim  by  which  it  is  gene- 
rally governed.  The  public  Good  has  but  feldcni  any 
Share  in  its  Councils,  and,  confcquently,  is  never  made 
the  Rule  for  judgjng  whcuier  a  Meafure  be  right  or 
wrong.  The  only  Qiieftion  is,  whether  it  be  a  Mea- 
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iure  which  our  Minifters  feem  revived  to  purfue.  If  it  An.  16  and  it, 
is,  it  muft  be  wrong  :  If  it  is  not,  it  mult  appear  to  be  ^^°'  '^'  '743' 
right  in  the  Eyes  of  every  Man  who  has  a  Mind  to  be 
thought  a  true  Friend  to  the  Oppofition.  This,  Sir, 
is  the  Criterion,  and,  I  am  afraid,  the  only  Criterion 
by  which  moft  Gentlemen  judge  of  puWic  Meafures, 
till  fuch  Time  as  his  Majeity  thinks  fit  to  give  them 
ibme  Share  in  the  Adminiftration  ;  and  from  hence  we 
may  eafily  fee  the  Reafon  why  the  Support  of  the  Houfe 
of  Aiijiria  was  formerly  fo  flrongly  recommended,  and 
why  it  is  now  To  much  decried  ;  but  I  hope  to  be  able 
to  fhewj  that  it  is  now  as  unreafonably  decried,  as  it 
was  before  unfeafonably  recommended. 
^  When  the  King  of  Priijftah  Attack  upon  Sile/ia  was 
firft  communicated  to  his  Majefty  by  the  Queen  of 
Hungary  y  we  were  under  no  Engagement,  nor  was  it  our 
Intereft  to  declare  openly  and  immediately  in  Favour  of 
either.  It  was  certainly  both  our  Intereil:  and  Duty  to 
Employ  firft  our  good  Offices,  and  if  in  them  we  fhould 
fail  of  Succefs,  we  were  then  to  declare  againft  that 
Party  who  fhould  appear  to  be  the  mofl  obilinate  and 
tmjuft.  This,  I  fay,  was  both  our  Intereft  and  Duty, 
ind  this  was  what  his  Majefty  refolved  on,  as  appear^ 
from  his  Anfwer  to  the  Queen  of  Hungary^s  Letter  5 
but  this  was  a  Point  which,  at  that  Juncture,  it  was 
neceflary  to  handle  in  the  moft  delicate  Manner.  We 
knew  the  Inclinations  of  the  Court  of  France  towards 
this  Nation,  by  the  Part  they  had  ailed  in  the  War  be- 
tween Spain  and  us,  and  efpecially  by  the  Squadron  they 
had  fent  to  the  tVeJi-Indies^  and  the  Inftrudions  they 
had  privately  given  to  that  Squadron.  V/e  from  thence 
knew,  that  they  wanted  only  an  Opportunity  to  declare 
openly  in  favour  of  Spain  againft  us ;  and  that  nothing 
prevented  their  declaring  openly,  but  their  Fear  of  our 
being  able  to  form  a  powerful  Confederacy  upon  the 
Continent  againft  them. 

'  In  this  Situation,  Sir,  we  were  obliged  to  manage 
with  our  utmoft  Dexterity,  both  the  Courts  of  Vienna 
and  Berlin^  in  order  to  prevent  either  of  them  being 
provoked  to  throw  themfelves  headlong  into  the  Arms 
of  France,  If  w^e  had  talked  to  the  Qijeen  of  Hungarf 
in  the  Language  fome  Gentlem.Sn  infilt  on  we  (hould  : 
If  v/ehad  peremptorily  told  her,  that  we  v/ould  give  her 
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An.  16  and  17.  tio  Ailiftance,  iinlefs  flie  agreed  to  the  Terms  offered 
Geo.  II,  1743.  jjy  Pyjjjji^f^  it  Would,  very  probably,  have  provoked  her 
to  accept  of  the  Terms  offered  her  by  France^  and  to  join 
with  the  two  powerful  Nations  oi  France  ?^nd  Spain  in  a 
Confederacy  againft  us,  which  would  have  drawn  after  it 
fuchaNuniberofthePowers of  £'«r5/^5as would  havemade 
any  Sort  of  Oppofition  or  Refift anceon  ou r  Part  impoflible. 
^  On  the  other  Hand,  Sir,  if  we  had  immediately 
declared  againft  the  King  o'i  Prujjia  :  If  we  had  made 
life  of  none  of  our  good  Offices  for  procuring  an  Ac- 
commodation between  him  and  the  Queen  of  Hungary^ 
but  had  joined  with  the  Queen  of  iiZww^^ry  in  prefcribinga 
peremptory  Law  to  him,  under  Pain  of  being  reduced  by 
Force  of  Arms  in  Cafeof  Difobedience,  it  would  not  only- 
have  thrown  him  into  theArms  of  jPr^wr^,  but  would  have 
laifed  fuch  a  Jeaioufy  in  the  other  Powers  of  Europe^  as 
might  have  induced  moftof  them  to  join  with  France  and 
PruJpM  againft  theQueen  oi  Hungary^  and  us,her  only  Ally. 
'  Between  thefe  two  Extremes  his  Majefty  wifely 
chofe  the  middle  Courfe,  which  was  to  found  the  In- 
clinations of  our  Friends  the  States  General,  and  to  join 
his  good  Offices  with  theirs  in  endeavouring  to  bring 
about  a  Reconciliation  between  the  Courts  of  Berlin  and 
yimna.  Though  he  promifed  his  Affiftance  in  Cafe  of 
Neceffity  to  the  latter,  he  never  ceafed  to  remonftrate 
how  dangerous  it  would  be  to  force  the  former  into 
the  A>ms  of  France^  and  how  neceftary  it  was  for  the 
common  Safety  of  Europe  to  prevent  fuch  an  unnatural 
Conjun6lion.  This'  will  appear  from  the  whole  Tenor 
of  the  Memorials  and  other  Papers  that  pafied  between 
our  Court  and  that  of /^?V«7?^  ;  and  as  Copies  of  them 
have  been  long  upon  our  Table,  I  think  it  unneceiTary 
to  recite  the  particular  PafTages,  becaufe,  I  fuppofe,  they 
have  been  again  and  again  perufed  by  every  Gentleman 
in  the  Houfe. 

'  But,  Sir,  when  his  Majefty  found,  that  no  Accom- 
modation could  be  brought  about  by  his  good  Offices, 
he  confidered  how  far  he  was  bound  by  his  Engage- 
ments v/ith  the  Court  of  Vienna^  and  by  them,  it  is  cer- 
tain, he  was  bound  to  affift  the  Queen  of  Hungary 
againft  Prujjla^  or  any  other  Power  that  fhould  attack 
her  without  Provocation.  This  was  the  Occafion  of 
his  Majefty's  Speech  to  hi^  Parliament  on  the  8th  Day  of 

Aprily 


[    45     ] 

^pril^  174I}  ^"^  of  the  Grant  then  made  to  his  Majefly  An.  16  and  17, 

for  enabling  him   to   fupport    the  Queen   of  Hufjgary^^^"'^'^' ^7^3' 

and  the  Liberties  and  Balance  of  Power  in  Europe,    Con- 

lidering    the    Preparations   making  in  France^  and  the 

open  Declarations  made  by  Spain  and  Bavaria^  it  was, 

perhaps,  imprudent  in   the  Court  of  Vienna  to  negledJ: 

engaging  the  King  of  Prujffia  on  their  Side,  by  giving 

him  Satisfaction  with  refpeCl  to  his  Demands  upon  Si- 

Ufia^  even  fuppofing  they  had  no  juft  Foundation  ;  but 

the  Imprudence  of  that  Court  did  not  free  us  from  the 

Engagements  we  were  under.     It  was  a  moft  juft  Rea- 

fon  for  our  not  engaging,  or  not  doing  any  Thing  that 

might  engage  us,  as  Principals,  in  a  Quarrel,  which  theic 

Imprudence  had  made  defperate ;  but  it  was  no  Reafon 

for  our  refufmg  to  give  them  any  Affiftance,  after  we 

had,  by  firft  making  ufe  of  our  good  Offices,  prevented 

the  other   Powers  of  Europe  from  conceiving  any  Jea- 

loufy  or  Refentmentj  either  againft  us  or  our  Ally  the 

Queen  of  Hungary, 

*  I  ihall  not  prefume  to  fay,  Sir,  nor  can  I  determine^ 
which  of  the  two  Courts,  of  Vienna  or  Berlin^  were 
moft  guilty  of  Obftinacy  or  Injuftice  J  but  this  I  will 
fay,  that  we  were  under  ftridter  Engagements  with  the 
former  than  we  were  with  the  latter;  and  it  was  more 
fafe  for  us,  as  v/ell  as  more  honourable,  to  venture 
forcing  the  King  of  Pruffia  into  the  Arms  of  France^  by 
giving  the  Queen  of  Hungary  fome  AiTifiance,  than  to 
rifk  forcing  the  latter  into  the  Arms  of  France^  by  a  to- 
tal Negledt  of  the  moft  folemn  Engagements ;  becaufe, 
if  the  other  Powers  of  Europe^  who  were  equally  en- 
gaged with  us,  had  fhewn  a  true  Regard  to  their  En- 
gagements ;  a  Confederacy  might  have  been  formed 
againft  the  Houfe  oi  Bourbon^  though  joined  hy  PruJJia  ; 
whereas  no  Confederacy  could  have  been  formed  againft 
the  Houfe  of  Bourban^  if  it  had  been  joined  by  the 
Houfe  of  Aujlria.  But  the  other  Powers  of  Europe 
fhewed  fuch  an  Indifference,  that  it  was  impoilible  fur 
us  to  form  any  Confederacy  againft  the  Houfe  of  Bour- 
bon^ either  before  or  after  it  was  joined  by  PruJJia^  which 
made  it  unfafe  for  us  to  affift  the  Queen  of  Hungary  any 
other  Way  than  by  grantingher  Sums  of  Money,  tov/ards 
enabling  her  to  make  a  Stand,  till  fuch  Time  as  the 
Other  Powers  of  BuropCy  and,  perhaps,  fome  of  the  Con- 
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^n.  16  and  17.  federates  of  France^  fnould  open  their  Eyes  fo  as  to  fe^ 
Geo.  II.  1743.  the  Gulph  into  which  they  were  going  to  plunge  them- 
felves  as  well  as  the  reft  of  Europe. 

*  By  viewing  the  Affairs  of  Europe  in  this  Lig;ht, 
which  is  ths  only  triie  one,  we  may  fee  the  true  Rea- 
fon,  and  w^e  muft  approve  of  his  Majeily's  ConducSt 
from  the  Time  of  the  late  Emiperor's  Death  to  the  End 
of  the  Year  1741,  when  the  unexpected  Succefs  of  her 
Hungarian  Majeiiy's  Arms  began  to  render  her  Affairs, 
lefs  defperate,  and,  confequently,  to  render  it  lefs  im- 
prudent for  this  Nation  to  a6f  more  openly  and  more 
boldly  in  her  Favour  ;  for  even  though  Prujfia  had  re- 
mained firm  to  his  Alliance  with  France^  yet  the  Aug- 
mentations the  Dutch  had  made  to  their  Army,  the 
good  Difpofition  that  appeared  in  the  King  of  Sardinia^ 
and  the  Succefs  of  the  Mufcovifes  againfl  the  Swedes, 
together  with  the  Wifdom  and  Vigour  that  appeared  in 
the  Queen  of  Hungary's  Councils,  gave  us  well-grounded 
Hopes,  that  a  Confederacy  might  be  formed  fufncient: 
for  oppofing  the  utmoff  Fojce  of  prance  and  all  her  Al- 
lies ;  and  though  it  could  not  then  be  propofed  to  reftore 
the  H.ou(q  of  Jujiria  to  the  fame  Power  it  was  polTefTed 
of  in  the  Time  of  the  late  Emperor,  yet  it  was  certainly 
the  Interefl  of  Europe y  and  the  Intereft  of  this  Natioh 
in  particular,  topreferve  the  Power  of  that  Houfe  as  en- 
tire as  poiTible. 

"  '<  I  fay.  Sir,  it  was  in  particular  the  Intereft  of  this 
Nation  to  preferve,  as  entire  as  poffible,  the  Power  of 
the  Houfe  of  Jujiria.  Nay,  I  will  go  farther:;  I  will 
fay,  that  this  is  more  the  Intereft  of  this  Nation  than  of 
any  other  iri  £'2^r^/>^;  and  mv  Reafon  for  faying  fo  is, 
that  whillf  the  Houfe  of  Aujiria  pofleffes  any  Domini- 
ons in  the  Netherlands^  in  Swabia^  or  in  Italy ^  it  mufl 
be  a  Rival  to  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon  -,  and  as  we  have 
inore  to  fear  from  that  Houfe  of  Bourbon^  and  lefs  ti» 
fear  from  the  Houfe  of  A'ujiria^  than  any  Nation  in  Eu- 
rope can  have,  therefore  we  are  more  than' any  other 
Nation  in  Europe  concerned  in  preferving  the  Power  of 
the  Houfe  of  Ai0ria.  Gentlemen  may  talk  of  our  be- 
ing ths^  moft  remote  from  the  Danger  that  may  accrue 
from  the  overgrown  Power  of  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon, 
but  I  am  of  a  very  different  Opinion.  So  far  from  being 
the  moil  remotCj  I  am  fmWy  convinced,  that,  after  the 
Xi.i.  u<  ■:  ■■■  Houfs 
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Hoofe  ofJuJIria,  we  are  the  very  next  to  the  Danger  ;  An.  i«  and  17, 
and  that  after  reducing  the  Power  of  the  Houfe  of  Ju-  .  ^"'  '  '^'^3; 
^ria^  and  ftripping  it  of  its  Dominions  in  the  Nether- 
Jandsy  Swabia^  and  Italy y  the  Trade,  the  Navigation, 
and,  perhaps,  the  Liberties  and  Religion  of  this  Nation, 
would  be  the  very  next  Sacrifice  to  the  Ambition  of  the 
Houfe  of  Bourbon,  Whilft  it  is  in  our  Power  to  form 
fiich  an  AHiance  upon  the  Continent  as  may  attack  the 
Houfe  oi  BoMrbon  with  a  formidable  Land  xA^rmy,  they 
will  always  be  cautious  of  attacking  us  ;  becaufe,  whilft: 
they  are  in  Danger  of  being  vigoroufly  attacked  atLandj 
they  can  never  form  fuch  a  Navy  as  will  be  fufficient  for 
attacking  us  at  Sea  5  but  if  Franc-e^  Spain,  and  Sicily^ 
were  once  freed  from  any  Danger  of  being  attacked  by 
Land,  they  would,  in  a  few  Years,  be  able  to  form  fuch 
a  Navy  as  would  enable  them  to  attack  us  at  Sea ;  and 
if  they  fhould  once  become  our  Maflers  at  Sea,  their 
numerous  Land  Armies  would  foon  make  them  our 
Maflers  at  Land,  both  in  our  Plantations  in  America^ 
and  €ven  in  Britain  and  Ireland. 

'  This,  Sir,  would  be  the  Effect  of  its  being  out  of 
our  Power  to  form  fuch  an  Alliance  upon  the  Continent 
as  might  attack  the  Houfe  oi  Bmrbon  v/ith  a  formidable 
Army  at  Land,  in  cafe  of  their  making  any  Attack  up- 
on us  i  and  if  the  Power  of  the  Houfe  of  Auftria  were 
very  much  reduced,  or  if  that  Houfe  were  nripped  of 
all  its  Dominions  in  Italy^  and  upon  the  Confinss  of 
France,  how  could  we  form  fuch  an  Alliance?  The 
Houfe  of  Aujiria  would  then  ceafe  being  any  more  a 
Rival  to  the  Houfe  of  Bourbm,  and  would  confequently 
give  itfelf  very  little  Concern  about  the  Alliance  or 
Friendfhip  of  this  Nation  :  The  Empire  would  be  fplit 
into  fo  many  Parties,  and  governed  by  fuch  different  In- 
terefts,  that  we  could  never  expe6i:  any  Alliance  or  ef- 
■  fedlual  Affiilance  from  thence  ;  and  the  prefent  Impe-. 
rial  Family  muft  continue  to  be  fo  much  influenced  by 
French  Councils,  that  we  fhall  alv/ays  have  Reafon  to 
dread  their  joining  with  France  againft  us,  rather  than 
to  hope  for  their  joining  with  us  againft  France, 

'  I  fhall  grant,  Sir,  that  the  Powers  upon  the  Con- 
tinent, efpecially  thofe  whofe  Dominions  border  upon, 
or  lie  near  to  the  Frontiers  of  France,  may  be  more  ea- 
fily  attacked,  and    more  fpeedily  made  a   Prey  to  the 

D  4  Ambition 


[    45     3 

An.  T6-ana  57.  Ambition  of  tliat  zrfpinng  Nation,  than  this  Country 
Cfeo.-Il.  1743,  can  be  fuppofed  to  be;  but  the  French  very  well  knoWj 
that  they  muft  not  give  a  full  Scope  to  their  AmbitionV 
as  long  as  either  the  Houfe  oi  Aujiria^  ov  Great-Britain^ 
has  any  Power  to  oppofe  them ;  becaufe  either  the  one 
or  the  other  will  always  ferve  as  a  Bafis  upon  which  a 
Confederacy  may  be  formed,  which  will  be  fufficient  for 
.defeating  their  ambitious X)efigns.  For  this  Reafon,  after 
they  have  once  reduced  the  Power  of  the  Houfe  of  Au- 
Jlria^  their  next  Attempt  will  certainly  be  againft  us, 
Yor  which  they  can  never  want  a  plaufible  Pretence,  oh 
Account  of  the  perpetual  jarring  Inierefts  of  the  two 
Nations  ;  and  though  the  leil'er  Powers  of  Europe  would 
he  ready  to  accept  of  our  Affiftance,  and  to  form  them- 
Ttlves  into  a  Confederacy  under  our  Banner,  upon 
France'' $  attacking  any  ):>^  them,  yet  we  fliould  find  it 
very  dimcult,  if  not  impoffible,  to  draw  a  fufEcient 
Number  of  them  into  a  Confederacy,  upon  France'^ 
attacking  us,  without  difcovering  a  Dcfign  againft  any 
of  them  i  from  whence  I  muft  conclude,  that  the  In- 
tereil,  and  even  the  Safety  of  this  Nation,  is  more 
really  and  more  clofely  connected  with  the  Inteireft  and 
Safety  of  the  Houfe  o{  Aufiria^  than  moft  Gentlemen 
imagine,  and  much  more  than  fome  Gentlemen  will  at 
prefent  admit. 

'  This,  Sir,  will,  I  think,  juftify  our  being  the  firft 
to  embrace  the  Caufeof  the  Queen  oV Hungary  with  Vi- 
gour, as  foon  as  we  favv  there  were  any  Hopes  of  our 
being  able  to  do  it  with  Succefs  ;  and  the  Event  will,  I 
hope,  ihev/,  that  the  Dcfign  was  far  from  being  ro- 
jnantic.  I  am  fare  nothirig  has  yet  happened  that  can 
furniili  the  leafl  Shadow  of  Reafon  for  its  being  called 
fo.  On  the  contrary,  ever  fince  we  began  to  aft  with 
Vigour,  almod:  every  Month  has  produced  an  Argu- 
ynent  againil  its  being  thought  fo.  The  Defe61:ion  of 
prujjia  and  Saxo7iy  were  the  iiifl:  Fruits  of  our  bold  and 
generous  Defign.'  Whecher  that  Defe6iion  was  owing 
TO  our  Addrefs  and  Management,  I  fliall  not  pretend 
*:o  determine;  but  this  I  may  with  fome  Confidence 
fay,  that  whatever  Difobligations  the  King  of  Prujfia 
2Xiet.W!th  from  the  French^  whatever  Difcoveries  he 
jTiade  of  their  feU'iili  Defigns,  he  would  not  have  aban- 
foned  their  Alliance,  and,  confequently,  their  Friend- 
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lliip,   without  our  Interporition  ;    becaufe    he  neither  An.  iB  an^  17, 
could,   nor  would  have  trufted  to  any  ConcefEons  of-  Geo.  11.17^^%,^ 
'fared  to  him  by  the  Court  of  Vienna,  if  thofe  Offers      -  -"^^     ' 
had  not  been  acconapanied  with  a  Tender  of  our  Gua- 
ranty 5  and  if  the  King  of  Prujfia  had  remained  firm  to 
the  French  Alliance,  I  believe  we  fhould  have  found  it 
Very  difficult  to  draw  off  the  King  of  Poland. 

«  The  next  Fruits,  Sir,  of  our  beginning  to  act  with 
Vigour,  was  the  Shutting-up  of  the  French  Army  in 
Prague,  the  Recovery  of  Bohemia,  and  the  almoft  to- 
tal Redu6tion  of  Bavaria,  v^^hich  brought  both  the 
French  and  the  Emperor  to  offer  fuch  Terms  to  the 
.Queen  of  Hungary  as  they  would  before  have  reje6i;ed 
with  Scorn  ;  but  as  their  Offers  plainly  appeared  to  be 
infidious  ;  as  they  tended  only  to  m alee  the  Queen  of 
Hungary  give  up  all  the  Advantages  which  the  Succefs 
of  her  Arms  had  procured  her,  without  receiving  any 
Advantage  or  any  Security  in  Return,  Ihewas  certainly 
in  the  right  to  rejedt  them  :  If  our  Minifters  advifed  her 
to  do  fo,  they  were  in  the  right  5  and  if  they  had  advifed 
btherwife,  I  beheye  fhe  would  have  defired  their  Ex- 
cufe  ;  for  whatever  fome  Gentlemen  in  this  Houfe  may 
think,  I  believe  fhe  is  above  being  didated  to  by  this, 
or  any  other  Court  in  Europe. 

*  But  this  Argument,  Sir,  I  fhall  purfue  no  farther, 
becaufe,  as  the  Terms  then  offered  by  France  and  the 
Emperor  were  never  laid  before  this  Houfe,  we  can  ar- 
gue with  no  Certainty  or  Propriety  upon  them.  If  they 
related  only  to  the  Affairs  of  Germany,  as  has  been  com- 
monly reported,  it  is  certain  they  could  not  be  fo  much 
as  the  Foundation  for  a  general  Peace.  The  only  Con- 
fequence  would  have  been  a  Sufpenfion  of  Arms  for  two 
or  three  Years  in  Germany,  where  it  was  moff  difficult 
and  dangerous  for  the  French  to  carry  on  the  War.  In 
the  mean  Time,  they  would  have  been  left  at  Liberty 
to  attack  and  to  conquer  the  Queen  of  Hungary^  Do- 
minions in  Flanders  and  Italy,  ai ^d  if  they  had  met  with 
Succefs  in  thefe  two  Places-,  which  they  probably  would, 
the  Emperor  would  have  been  ready  to  have  joined  them 
in  renewing  the  Attack  upon  the  Queen  of  Hungary  in 
Qermany,  when  his  Affilrance  would  have  been  or  more 
Confequence  than  it  can  be  at  prefent ;  for  after  having 
had  two  or  three  Years  to  eftablifh  himfelf  in  the  Im- 
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An,  16  and  17.  perial  Throne,  and  to  make  ufe  of  thofe  Prerogatives 
^to.iL  1743.^  which  are  annexed  to  the  Imperial  Diadem,  he  would 
have  had  a  much  greater  Influence  in  the  Empire  than  he 
can  have  at  prefent,  and  might,  perhaps,  have  been 
able  to  obtain  a  Decree  of  the  Diet  againft  the  Queen  of 
Hungary^  if  fhe  had  refufed  to  give  him  Satisfadion 
as  to  his  Claims,  none  of  vi^hich  were  to  be  renounced 
\iy  the  Terms  then  propofed. 

•  1  hope  I  have  nov7  iliev/n,  Sir,  that  ourMeafures 

have  been  fundamentally  right,   ever  fince  the  Death 

of  the  late  Emperor:  That  ic  was  wife,  and   even  ne- 

cefiary  for  us  to  give  the  Queen  of  Hungary  feme  Af- 

fiftance,   after  we  found  our  good  Offices   inefFe(StuaI, 

in  order   to  prevent  her  being  forced  into  the  Arms  of 

France :  That  it  would  have   been  very  unfafe,  and, 

confequently,  imprudent  in  us,  to  have  given  her  fuch 

an  Affiftance  as  might  have  involved  ourfelves  in  her 

Quarrel,  as  long  as  her  AfFairs  continued  under  a  def- 

perate  Afpe£t :  That  it  was  right  in  us  to  affifl:  her  openly 

and  vigorouSy,  as  foon  as  there  appeared  the  leafl  Hopes 

that  our  affifting  her  in  fuch  a  Manner  might  be  attended 

with  Succefs ;  and  that  it  is  for  our  Interefl:,  and  even 

necefiary  for  our  immediate  Safety,  to  fupport  the  Houfe 

of  Aujhia^  \^  poffible,  though  we  (hould  not  be  joined 

by  any  other  Power  in   Europe.     Thefe  have  been   our 

Meafures,  thefe  Meafures,  I  hope,  I  have  demonftrated 

to  be  right ;  and  in  the  Profecution  of  thefe  Meafures  it 

will  be  eafy  to  juflify  every  Part  of  our  Condu(5t. 

*  As  foon  as  the  Succefs  of  the  Queen  of  Hungary*^ 
Arms  in  Germany  had  rendered  it  fafe  and  prudent  for 
us  to  a6:  vigoroufly  in  her  favour  :  As  foon  as  the 
Wifdom  of  her  Counfels,  the  Ccnduft  of  her  Generals, 
and  the  Bravery  of  her  Troops,  had  fhewn  that  it  /was 
poffible  toreftore  her  Affairs,  notwithftanding  the  Num- 
ber of  her  Enemies,  his  Majefty  refolved  to  engage  in 
the  generous  Defign  ;  but  to  facilitate  the  Execution  of 
this  Defign,  it  v/as  necefiary  to  bring  in  the  Dutch 
and  the  King  of  Sardinia^  and  to  take  off  the  Kings  of 
PruJJla  and  Poland,  Vv^ith  regard  to  the  Dutch,  every 
one  knows  they  were  divided  into  two  Parties,  one  of 
which  I  (hall  call  the  Auftrlan^  and  the  other  the  French 
Party :  The  former  were  for  joining  with  us  in  vigoroufly 
fupporting  the  Qiieen  of  Hungary^  and  the  latter  for 
doing  nothing  that  might  provoke  i^r^«f^,  or  rather  for 

agreeing 
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agreeing  to  a  Neutrality.    Thefe  were  the  Maxims  of  An.  i6  and  17. 
ithe  two  Parties,  and  the  latter  Tupported  their  Maxim  Geo.  ii.  174;; 
with  the  Danger  they  were  in,  upon  the  Side  of  Flanders y 
in  cafe  they  ihquld  provoke  France  to  attack  th.m.  The 
King  of  Sardinia  wanted  to  have  a  Part  of  the  Milanefi 
yielded  to  him  by  the  Queen  of  Hungary,  and  to  be 
fecured  againft    being  oyerpov/ered   by  the  Troops  of 
France  and  Spain  :  And  the  Kings  of  Poland  ?iu^  Prujjia 
wanted  to  have  feme  Conceliions  made  to  them  by  the 
Queen  oi  Hungary  m  Bohemia  and  Silefia^  to  have  thofe 
ConceiHons  guaranty^  by  feme  of  the  principal  Powers 
oi Europe,  and  to  be  fecured  againfHhe   Refentment  of 
France  and  the  Emperor.    From  tx\tk  Circumflances  it 
is  evident,  ihat   the  firft  Thing  we  had  to   refrjlve  on, 
was  to  form  as  powerful  an  Army  ns  we  coulu  m  Flan- 
ders, and  to  render  our  Sc  adron  in  the  Mediterranean 
fuperior  to   any  Tiling  that  the  French  and  Spaniards 
could  fit  out  againft  it. 

'  By^forming  an  Army  in  i^^w^^Tj-,  Sir,  we  deprived 
the  French  Party  in  Holland  oi  their  chief  Argument 
againft  joining  vigoroufiy  with  us  for'  the  Support  of  the 
Queen  oi Hungary  ;  and  as  the  French  were  in  Danger 
of  having  fome  Part  of  their  Frontier  invaded  by  that 
Army,  it  was  the  moft  efte<5lual  Way  we  could  take 
for  obliging  them  to  keep  their  regular  Troops  at  home, 
and  preventing  their  being  able  to  fend  any  great  Num- 
ber of  them  to  the  Ailiftance  of  the  Emperor  in  Germany  ^ 
or  the  Spaniard  in.  Italy,  If  we  had  fent  50,000  Men 
to  have  joined  the  Queen  of  Hungary's  Troops,  either 
in  Germany  or  Italy ,  it  would  have  been  much  more  in- 
convenient and  expenfive  to  us,  and  wouid  not  have 
diftreffed  the  French  fo  much  as  the  forming  of  fuch  an 
Army  upon  their  Frontier ;  becaufe,  in  the  former  Cafe, 
the  French  could  eafily  have  fent  an  equal  Number  of 
Men  to  the  Alnftance  of  their  Allies  in  either  of  ihedi 
Countries,  by  Vv'ithdrawing  the  regular  Troops  from 
their  frontier  Garrifons,  and  replacing  them  with  Mili- 
tia ;  whereas,  in  the  latter,  they  could  nottruft  to  their 
Militia,  and  confequently  v/ere  obliged  to  keep  their 
frontier  Places  fully  garrifoned  v/ith  regular  Troops, 
at  the  fame  Time  that  thsy  v/ere  obliged  co  keep  an  Ar- 
my of  regular  Troops  upon  their  Frontier,  equal,  at 
leaft,  to  the  Army  which  we  had  formed  there.  It  was 
tiQi  abfolutely  necefTary   for    our  Army  in  Flanders  to 

enter 
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^s.  j6  and  27.  enter  direcl:Iy  upon  A6tion  3  their  being  polled  there, 
^€0.  II.  17^3-  aj^d  kept  ready  to  enter  upon  Action,  had  as  good  an 
£fFe6l  for  the  Purpofes  for  which  that  Army  was  de- 
figned,  as  if  it  had  immediatly  entered  upon  Action, 
And  a  proper  Reinforcement  being  fent  to  our  Squa- 
dron in  the  Mediterranean^  and  proper  Afllirances  given 
to  the  King  of  Sardinia^  thefe  two  Meafures,  together 
with  the  neceffary  Conceffions  from  the  Queen  of  Hun- 
gary^ which  we  were  previoufly  alTuredof,  very  foon  pro- 
duced almoft  all  the  Effects  that  could  be  expeded,  and 
gave  that  Turn  to  the  AfFairs  of  Europe,  which  even  the 
greateft  Enemies  toour  Minifters  muft  and  do  admit  to 
be  both  happy  and  furprifing. 

^  From  what  I  have  faid,  Sir,  it  will  be  eafy  to  an- 
fwer  all  the  Queftions  ftated  by  the  Hon.  Gentleman, 
who  fpoke  iaft.  Our  Army  was  not  atfirftaflembled  in 
Germany^  becaufe  in  Flanders  it  was  of  more  Service  to 
the  Common  Caufe.  It  did  not  march  fooner  into 
Ger?nany^  becaufe,  till  the  Aujirian  Army  began  to  ap- 
proach the  Rh'me^  it  could  be  of  no  Service  there.  It 
continued  inactive  upon  the  Maine^  becaufe,  by  its  be- 
ing pofted  there,  it  produced  the  fame  Effe6l,  as  if  it  had 
attacked  and  beat  the  French  Army  upon  that  River  : 
That  is  to  fay,  it  prevented  the  French  from  fending 
any  Reinforcement  to  their  diftrelTed  Army  in  Bavaria-y 
and  however  fure  we  may  think  ourfelves  of  Victory, 
no  Man  will  fay  it  is  prudent  to  venture  a  Battle,  if  the 
fame  EfFecl  can  be  obtained  without  running  any  fuch 
Rifk,  If  we  had  attacked  and  defeated  the  French 
Army  upon  the  Maine^  we  could  not  have  purfu^d 
them  into  their  own  Dominions,  till  the  Auftrian  Ar- 
my came  up  to  our  AfHftance  ;  whereas,  if  we  had  met 
with  a  Defeat,  the  Confequence  might  have  been  fatal 
to  the  Queen  of  Hungary  s  Affairs  in  Germany,  It  was 
therefore  the  Bufmefs  of  the  French  to  attack  our  Army 
upon  the  Ma'ine^  if  they  found  they  could  do  it,  with 
any  Hopes  of  Succefs ;  but  it  was  very  far  from  being 
our  Bufinefs  to  attack  them,  or  fo  much  as  to  think  of 
it,  fo  long  as  we  could,  without  rifking  a  Battle,  pre- 
vent their  fending  fuch  a  Reinforcement  into  Bavaria^ 
as  might  have  given  a  Turn  to  their  AfFairs  in  that 
Country  ;  and  this  Confideration,  without  knowing 
any  Thing  of  the  Situation  of  the  Place,  or  the  Cir- 
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cumftances  of  the  two   Armies,  will  anfwer  for  our  Art.  iS  and  ip 
not   purfuing   the  Blow  we  gave  them  when  they  at-  ^^°' "'  ^^'^\ 
tacked  us  at  Dettingen* 

*  It  is  very  certain.  Sir,  that  in  that  Attack  they 
met  with  a  moft  fevere  Check,  and,  I  believe,  a  moft 
unexpe6ted  Repulfes  but  if  I  have  been  rightly  inform- 
ed, their  Retreat  was  not  precipitate,  nor  did  they 
march  off  in  any  great  Confufion  :  They  formed  again^ 
and  fronted  our  Army  before  they  repailed  that  River  | 
and  as  they  had  a  great  Number  of  frefh  Troops  upoa 
the  other  Side,  and  two  or  three  Bridges  of  Communi- 
cation, if  we  had  purfued  them,  it  would  certainly 
have  brought  on  a  new  Engagement,  which  might 
have  turned  out  to  our  Difadvantage,  and  this  it  was 
not  our  Bufinefs  to  run  the  Rifle  of,  for  the  Reafon  I 
have  already  affigned  ;  becaufe,  as  I  have  faid,  our  ob- 
taining a  moft  compleat  Victory  could  have  been  at- 
tended with  no  great  Advantage,  whereas  our  meeting 
with  a  Defeat  might  have  occafioned  moft  fatal  Confe- 
quences. 

'  The  fame  Reafon,  Sir,  may  be  given  for  our  not 
attempting  any  Thing  afterwards,  till  Prince  Charles 
with  his  Army  approach'^d  towards  us ;  and  why  the 
two  Armies  did  not  join  and  pafs  the  Rhine  together 
ztMentz,  may,  I  think,  be  eafily  accounted  for,  if  we 
confider  that  a  great  Part  of  Swabia,  efpecially  that 
bordering  upon  the  Rhine^  belongs  to  the  Queen  oi'  Him- 
gary.  If  the  Aujlrian  Army  had  marched  fo  low  as 
Ment%^  it  would  have  expofed  all  her  Dominions  in 
Swabia  to  have  been  plundei-ed  and  deftroyed  by  the. 
French  from  Alface^  and  might  have  furnifbed  them  with 
an  Opportunity  of  penetrating  again  as  far  as  Bavaria^ 
which  would  have  rekindled  the  War  in  that  Country. 
For  this  Reafon,  I  fuppofe,  it  was  refoived,  that  Prince 
Charles^  with  the  Aujirian  Army,  fliould  march  up  the 
Rhine.,  and  endeavour  to  pafs  that  River,  in  order  to  attack 
Alface^  whillt  the  Allied  Army  pafTed  the  Rhine  2X  Menfz^ 
and  madeaDiverfion  upon  the  Sideof  thcPt^/^/zW/^.  This, 
I  fay,  I  fuppofe  tohave  been  the  Reafon  why  tiie  two  Ar- 
mies did  not  march  and  pafs  the  jR^/W  together  at  Mentis 
but  as  I  was  not  in  the  Secret,  nor  had  any  Concern  in 
the  Conduct  of  the  laft  Campaign,  I  (hail  not  pretend 
to  fay^  that  this  was   true,  and  much  lefs  that  it  was 
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An.  i6  and  17.  tlic  Only  one  i  but  after  the  two  Armies  were  thus  fef>a- 
5^^*^^-J743»  rated,  and  a  very  great  River,  as  well  as  a  great  Diftance^ 
between  them,  every  one  mufl  fee,  that  the  Allied 
Army,  even  after  it  was  joined  by  the  Duich^  could  at- 
tempt nothing  of  Confequence,  till  fuch  Time  as  the 
Aujlrian  Army  under  Prince  Charles  fhould  pafs  the 
Rhine ;  and  as  that  Army  could  not  accomplifh  their 
Defign,  this  was  the  true  Reafon  why  nothing  more 
Was  done  during  the  lafl  Campaign. 

'  Having  novi^,  1  hope,  Sir,  fully  juftified  our  Con- 
da6t,  as  well  as  our  Meafores,  I  think  I  need  not  fay 
much  in  Vindication  of  the  Treaty  of  Worms,  .  If  it  was 
r.eceflary  to  gain  the  Afliftance  of  thriving  of  «S'^r&/^,  it 
•was  as  necefiary  to  fecurethe  Continuance  of  that  Aflift- 
ance,as  long  as  the  Danger  continues  j  and  ifweconfider 
how  deeply  our  own  Honour  is  concerned,  in  prevent" 
ing  its  being  poffible  for  the  Spaniards  to  fucceed  in 
Italy,  as  long  as  they  are  in  open  War  with  us,  no  Man 
will  fay,  we  have  purchafed  the  Afliftance  of  the  King  of 
Sardinia  at  too  dear  a  Rate.  As  for  what  relates  to  the 
Republic  of  Genoa,  I  am  furprifed  to  hear  it  called  an 
Adi  of  Injuftice.,  Can  there  be  any  A«£l:  of  Injufiice 
in  a  fair  Purchafe  ?  Is  the  Republic,  by  that  1  reaty, 
to  be  forced  to  fell ;  or  are  they  to  be  forced  to  fell  at  a 
lower  Price  than  they  think  reafonable?  No  fuch 
Thing,  Sir:  If  that  Republic  has  not  a  Mind  to  part 
with  Finale  at  the  Price  that  fhould  be  offered,  the  King 
of  Sardinia  muft  go  without  it,  and  muft  have  a  Com- 
penfation  fome  other  Way  ;  fo  that  there  is  nothing 
in  that  Treaty  but  what  is  juif,  nothing  but  what  is 
reafonable,  and,  confidering  our  prefent  Circumftancesj 
nothing  but  what  is  abfolutely  neceflary  for  the  Prefer- 
vation  ofourov/n  Honour,  as  well  as  for  the  Preferva- 
tion  of  the  Houfe  of  AuJIria. 

'  I  ihall  nov/  conclude.  Sir,  with  begging  Pardon  for 
troubling  the  Houfe  with  this  long  Difcourfe  in  Vindi- 
cation of  our  Meafures  and  Condu61,  ais  I  faid  be- 
fore, it  is  what  has  properly  nothing  to  do  in  this  De- 
bate ;  but  as  the  Hon.  Gentleman,  who  fpoke  laft,  was 
pleafed  to  fmd  fault  with  both,  I  v/as  affaid  his  Objec-^ 
tioDs,  if  they  remained  unanfwered,  might  have  had 
Weight  with  fome  G^ntl  men,  f<>  lar  as  to  prevail  with 
them  to  give  their  Negative  to  tins  Queflion  j  and  tho' 
I  give  myfelf  very  Lttle  Concern  about  its  being  unani- 
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jnoufly  approved  of,  yet  I  earneftly  wifh  It  may  be  ap-  An.  16  and  jj, 
proved  of  by  a  Majority,  becaufe,  I  think,  that  not  only  Geo.  11.  1743. 
the  Liberties  of  Europe,  but  thofe  of  my  Country,  depend  *    '    ,      —^ 
upon   that   Approbation  ;  and    therefore,  I  hope,   the 
Houfe  will  not  only  indulge  me  in  the  Pardon  lafk,  but 
agree  vi^ith  me  in  giving  an  AfHrmative  to  the  Queftion.' 

He  was  anfwered  by  George  Lyttelton,  Efqj  who 
delivered  himfeif  as  follows  i 
«  Sir, 

*  The  Hon.  Gentleman  bpgan  with  giving  us  a  Rea-  G.  Lyttdt®n>. 
fon  why  he  gave  himfeif  very  little  Concern  about  gain-  ^'^> 
ing  the  unanimous  Approbation  of  this  Houfe;  became, 
faid  he,  the  Spirit  of  Oppofition  has  of  late  Years  be- 
come fo  prevalent  amongii  us,  that  Unanimity  is  never 
to  be  expelled ;  and  that,  therefore,  if  a  Queilion  be 
carried  by  a  Majority,  be  it  never  fo  fmall,  the  Oppofi- 
tion it  meets  with  can  have  no  EffetSI:  upon  our  foreign 
Meafures.  1  fhall  grant,  Sir,  that  our  Minifters  have 
of  late  Years  given  themfelves  very  little  Trouble  about 
gaining  the  unanimous  Approbation  of  this  Houfe,  or 
the  general  Approbation  of  the  People.  And  I  fhall 
likewife  grant,  that  the  Oppofition  can  have  vgtj  little 
EfFe6l  upon  our  foreign  Meafures,  becaufe  our  Minifters 
feem  to  be  in  the  fame  Condition  abroad,  they  are  at  home; 
They  feem  to  have  no  Friends  but  thofe  they  purchafe,  and 
fuch  will  certainly  continue  their  Friends  as  long  as  thef 
can  pay  them  their  Wages,  and  no  higher  Wages  can 
be  had  from  any  other  Undertaker.  But  I  cannot  admit, 
that  the  Spirit  of  Oppofition  is  of  lat-e  Years  become 
more  prevalent  in  this  Houfe  than  ever  It  v/as  in  forme? 
Times,  nor  can  this  be  fuggefled  by  any  Gentleman  who- 
has  ftudied  our  Hiftory,  and  fpeaks  fmcerely  what  he 
thinks.  There  are  many  Bills  and  Motions  now  agreed 
to  as  Things  of  common  Courfe,  which  in  former  Ages 
would  not  only  have  been  violently  oppofed,  but  fccrn- 
fully  rejeded  5  and  the  Load  of  Debts  and  Taxes  this 
Nation  groans  under,  is  a  melancholy  Proof,  that  tha 
Spirit  of  Oppofition  has  not  of  late  Years  been  fo  briil-^ 
as  it  ought  to  have  been  ;  for  from  Hiftory  I  cannot 
difcover,  that  the  Nation  has,  within  this  lall:  Centuryj. 
been  expofed  to  c-reater  foreion  JDansor,  than  ever  it  was 
m  any  former  Century  ;  and  if  it  was  expofed  to  no 
greater  Danger,  hq  good  ^eafon  can  be  affigned  for  its 

having 


r  56  J 

An.  tB  and  17.  having  put  itfelf  to  any  greater  Expence.  The  Qiixtei 
Geo.  II.  ^43.^  indeed,  may  be  eafily  affigned  ;  for  Money  quenches  the 
Spirit  of  Oppofition,  as  naturally  as  Water  quenche$^ 
Fire ;  and  our  Minifters  having  of  late  Years  had  much 
liiore  Money  at  their  Difpofal  than  they  ever  had 
before,  they  have  therewith  fo  flackened  the  Spirit  of 
Oppofition,  that  inftead  of  taking  Care  not  to  fupply 
Fuel,  they  have  thought,  and  have  been  permitted  to 
think,  only  of  providing  themfelves  with  Water ;  for 
which  Purpofe  they  have,  for  this  laft  Century,  been 
continually  running  the  Nation  into,  or  keeping  it  en- 
gaged in  unneceflary  Broils ;  becaufe  the  more  public 
Money  is  raifed  and  expended  yearly,  the  more  they 
have  annually  at  their  Difpofal. 

'  The  Hon.  Gentleman,  in  the  Progrefs  of  his  Dif- 
eourfe,  was  pleafed,  Sir,  to  have  another  Touch  at  the 
Oppofition,  and  to  give  us  a  Sort  of  Definition  of  a  true 
Oppofer,  inlieuof  v/hichjifhallgive  him  a  Definition  of  a' 
true  Courtier:  A  true  Courtier  is  a  Gentleman  who  throws 
afide  all  Regard  for  the  public  Good,  and  never  thinks  of 
the  Right  or  Wrong  of  a  public  Meafure,  but  whether  it 
be  fuch  as  the  King  and  his  Prime  Minifler,  for  the  Time 
being,  (who  the  Minifter  is  fignifies  nothing  to  him) 
feem  refolved  to  purfue.  If  it  is,  he  employs  his  Talents 
in  all  Companies,  and  in  ail  Places,  in  proving  it  to  be 
right :  If  otherwife,  he  is  at  equal  Pains  to  demonftrate 
its  being  wrong.  Now  I  will  not  fay  but  that  there 
are  many  fuch  Gentlemen  as  both  he  2nd  I  have  de- 
fcribed:  Perhaps  there  may  be  fome  in  this  Houfe  :  If 
there  are,  I  wifh,  that  every  other  Gentleman  would 
mark  them  out,  and  fhew  a  Regard  accordingly  to  what 
they  fay.  And  1  muftobferve,  that  at  prefent  our  true' 
Courtiers,  of  any  {landing,  are  in  a  moft  defpicable  Si- 
tuation ;  for  every  Argument  they  can  bring  for  juftify- 
ing  our  prefent  Meafures,  muft  be  a  Satyr  upon  our 
Meafures  for  twenty  Years  pad,  and  a  Contradidion  to 
what  they  themfelves  have  formerly  advanced  in  Jufti- 
fication  of  thofe  Meafures.  The  true  Oppofers,  as  the 
Hon.  Gentleman  defcribed  them,  that  is  to  fay,  thofe 
who  conftantly  oppofed  till  the  King  thought  fit  ta 
give  them  a  Share  in  the  Adminiftration  :  Such  Gentle- 
men, 1  fay,  have  in  this  an  Advantage  of  our  true  Cour-^ 
tiers  I  becaufe  they  are   not  now  obliged  to  contradicS^ 
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ithemrelves,  and  to  employ  all  their  Chicane  in  proving  An.  16  and  17, 
that  to  be  right,  which  they  have  for  twenty  Years  been  ^^^-  ^^'  '743* 
proving  to  be  wrong. 

'  After  thefe  Remarks,  Sir,  upon  what  the  Hon. 
Gentleman  was  pleafed  to  fay  about  Oppofition,  i  (hall 
come  to  the  Qi^iefdon  now  under  our  Confiderationj 
and  I  muil  begin  with  declaring  my,  Surpxilc,  how  any 
Gentleman  could  conceive,  and  much  more  hoiy  any 
Gentleman  can  afTert,  that  in  former  Times  the  King's 
Speech  at  the  Beginning  of  a  Parliament  was  never  any 
Thing  but  a  fnort  Compliment  to  the  two  Houfes, 
when  it  is ib  evident,  both  from  our  HiPtory  and  Records, 
that  the  Fad;  is  diredly  otherwife.  In  former  Times, 
cfpecially  in  the  Reigns  of  fames  and  Charles  the  Firft, 
the  King's  Speech  upon  fuchOccafions  was  much,  longer 
than  it  is  now.  Even  in  the  Reigns  of  C/:'5r/^^  and  yames 
the  Second,  their  Speeches  were  longer,  and  more  par- 
ticular, than  any  Speech  I  have  ever  heard  from  the 
Throne  j  but  in  thofeTimes,  neither  Houfe  thought  itfelf 
obliged,  either  in  Duty  or  good  Manners,  to  echo  b^ck 
the  King's  Speech  Paragraph  by  Paragraph.  This  is  but 
a  late  Invention  of  our  Miniilers,  and  introduced  by  them 
for  no  other  Reafon  but  to  procure  a  fide-wind  Appro- 
bation of  their  Meafures  at  the  Beginning  of  each  Seliion 
of  Parliament,  which,  v^^hatever  may  be  pretended, 
they  aftervv^ards  make  ufe  of  as  an  Argument  for  prevent- 
ing Gentlemens  joining  afterwards  in  a  Cenfure  upon 
any  of  their  Meafures;  and  whatever  may  be  Taid"  or 
pretended  to  the  contrary,  it  will  always  ira^'e  fome 
Weight  with  thofe  who  have  a  Regard  to  their  Charac- 
ter, and  do  not  like  to  zSt  fo  iuconfif^ent  a  Part,  as 
that  of  .condemning,  at  the  End'  of  a  Seffion,  what  they 
have  but  feemed  to  approve  of  at  tlie  Beginning.  Cour- 
tiers may  ikip  over  a  Stick,  fon^wards  and  backv/ards, 
when  their  Intereft  makes  it  neceffary  for  them  to  do 
fo,  but  Gentlemen  of  Honour  will  fcorn  to  act  fuch  a 
Part,  and  therefore  avoid  doing  any  Thing  that  has  the 
leafi:  Appearance  of  it, 

*-  We  fhould  therefore  always,  but  more  efpecially 
upon  this  Occafion,  avoid  faying  any  Thing  in  our  Ad- 
drefsthat  may  look  like  an  Approbation  of  pafi:  Meafures. 
1  fay.  Sir,  efpecially  upon  this  Occafion,  becaufe  it  is 
evident,  that  the  Speech  now  before  us  is  calculated, 
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An.  16  and  17.  from  the  Beginning  to  the  End,  for  procuring  (bme 
Geo.  II.  1:743.  Sort  of  Approbation  to  every  public  Meafure  that  has 
been  tranfaded  fmce  laft  Sefiion  ;  and  the  Propofition 
now  made  to  us  is  as  evidently  calculated  for  anfwering 
that  Defign.  No  Man  rejoices  more  than  I  do  upon 
his  Majeity's  efcaping  thofe  Dangers  to  which  he  was 
]aft  Campaign  advifed  to  expofe  his  facred  Perfon ;  but 
I  cannot  fay,  becaufe  I  do  not  think,  that  he  expofed 
himfelf  to  thefe  Dangers  in  Defence  of  the  Common 
Caufe  or  the  Liberties  of  Europe,  No  Man  can  think 
fo  but  fuch  as  think  that  all  cue  late  Meafures  were  cal- 
culated for  the  Defence  of  the  Common  Caufe  and  the 
Liberties  of  Europe ;  and  therefore  none  but  fuch  can 
join  in  this  Part  of  the  Propofition  now  made  to  us.. 
Suppofe,  I  think,  that  all  our  late  Meafures  were  con- 
certed v/ith  no  other  View  hnt  to  put  this  Nation  to  the 
Expence  of  maintaining  16,000  Hanoverian  TroopSj 
and  of  gaining  fome  Advantage  or  Addition  to  the  Elec- 
torate oi  Hanover  by  the  next  Treaty  of  Peace;  could  I 
fay,  could  I  infmuate,  that  his  Majefty  had  expofed 
himfelf  to  Dangers  in  Defence  of  the  Common  Caufe, 
or  the  Liberties  of  Europe?  A  thorough-paced  Courtier 
may,  perhaps,  think,  that  the  Caufe  of  Hanover  is  the 
Common  Caufe  o^ Europe ^  as  much  as  it  has  been  lately 
made  the  Caufe  of  this  Nation  :  Such  a  one  may  think, 
that  the  Liberties  of  Europe  depend  as  much  now  upon 
increaling  the  Power  of  the  Electorate  of  Hanover y  as 
they  formerly  depended  upon  increafing  the  Power  of 
the  Houfe  o^AuJirlq^  but  I  have  the  Misfortune  to 
think  otherwife,  and  cannot  therefore  join  in  this  Part 
of  the  Addrefs  propofed. 

*  Can  I,  Sir,  acknowledge  hisMajefly's  Regard  and 
Attention  to  the  Advice  of  his  Parliament,  when,.  I 
am  very  fure,  his  Parliament  never  gave  fuch  Advice  as 
has  been  lately  followed,  nor  ever  recommended  fuch 
Meafures  as  have  been  lately  purfued  ?  The  Parliament 
advifed  his  Majefly  to  join  in  affifting  the  Queen  of 
Hungary^  with  thofe  Powers  who  are  engaged  by  Trea- 
ties, and  bound  by  Intereft  to  fupport  her;  but  the 
Parliament  never  advifed  his  Majefty  to  take  upon  him- 
felf alone  the  fupporting  of  that  Princefs,  and  much  lefs 
to  take  upon  himfelf  alone  the  procuring  her  an  Equi- 
valent 


Valeht  for  thofe  Territories  {he  has  lately  been  oMIged  An.  iS  and  17* 

to  part  with,  ^  Geo.  il.  1743. 

<  In  the  fame  Manner,  Sir,  I  rriight  go  through  every 
Part  of  the  Addrefs  propofed,  and  fhew,  that  no  Part 
of  it  that  relates  to  any  foreign  Tranra6lion  can  be 
agreed  to  by  any  but  thofe  who  approve  of  that  Tranf- 
adtion  ;  for  in  every  Article  there  is  a  Word  or  an  Ex- 
preiHun  ftolen  in,  that  implies  an  Approbation  of  the 
Tranfa6tion  to  which  it  relates ;  therefore,  every  Gen- 
tleman who  is  refolved  never  to  give  a  Vote  in  this 
Houfe,  but  what  he  can  give  a  good  Reafon  for  ;  1  fay^ 
every  fuch  Gentlemen  mufl,  by  this  Propofition,  be 
obliged  to  examine  our  late  Meafures  ;  and  in  order  to 
anfwer  what  the  Hon.  Gentleman  v/ho  fpoke  lail  has 
fa  id  in  their  Vindication,  1  fh-ill  take  the  fame  Liberty 
that  others  have  taken  before  me  in  this  Debate. 

'  For  this  Purpofe,  Sir,  and  in  order  to  fift  thefe 
Matters  to  the  Bottom,  it  would  be  neceffary  to  go  as 
far  back  as  the  Year  1720,  when  the  Affairs  of  Aieck- 
lemhurg  firft  produced  a  Coolnefs  between  the  Courts  of 
Vienna  and  Hanover^  on  Account  of  the  Emperor's  then 
beginning  to  examine  into  and  curtail  the  Sums  claimed 
by  the  Ele61:or  o^ Hanover  as  due  tohim  from  the  Duchy 
oi  Mecklemhurg',  becaufe  the  Reientment  of  the  Court 
of  Hanover  on  that  Account,  and  the  Conduct  of  this 
Nation  in  purfuance  of  that  Refentment,  has  brought 
Europe  upon  that  Precipice  on  v/hich  it  ftands  at  pre- 
fent.  For  this  Reafon,  I  fay,  it  would  be  neceffary  to 
take  a  View  of  our  public  Meafures  for  twenty  Years 
pafl ;  and  though  fome  of  our  prefent  Minifters  may 
fay,  they  are  not  anfwerable  for  what  happened  before 
they  came  into  the  Adminiftration,  I  muft  tell  them, 
that  they  are  anfwerable  for  the  Crimes  of  their  Prede- 
cefTcrs,  as  long  as  thofe  Crimes  remain  unpunifhed^ 
efpecialiy  if  it  fhould  appear,  that  they  have  been  the 
chief  Caufe  of  the  Impunity  their  Predeceffors  have  had 
the  good  Luck  to  meet  with.  But  as  this  would  lead  me 
into  a  Decu<B:ion  of  FatSts  and  Circumflances  which 
would  take  up  too  much  of  your  Time,  I  ihall  go  no 
farther  back  than  the  late  Emperor's  Death. 

*iThat  unlucky,  though  no  one  can  fay  unforefeen, 

Accident  fhould  cercainly  have  opened  the  Eyes  of  our 

Minifters,  and  made  them  perceive  the  Overfight  they 
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An.  i6an<3  1 7- were  guilty  of,  when  they  guarantied  the  Pragmatic 
Ceo.  II.  1743.  SanSfion^  in  not  procuring  fome  Satisfadion  for  the 
^^a^Cy^  King  of  Pn/^^,  with  regard  to  his  Claims  on  Silefta, 
in  order  to  fecure  the  Afliflance  of  that  Prince  in  De- 
fence of  the  Pragmatic  SanSflon,  But  if  our  Minifters 
were  then  fo  ftupidly  bHnd  as  not  to  have  their  Eyes 
opened  by  that  Accident,  furely  the  Invafion  o^  Silefta 
by  PruJJia  Ihould  have  opened  their  Eyes,  and  made 
them  lofe  no  Time  in  repairing  the  Overfight  they 
had  been  guilty  of,  when  they  guarantied  the  Prag- 
matic SanSiion,  The  Juftice  or  Injuftice  of  his  PruJJian 
Maje(ly*s  Claims  was  what  ought  not  to  have  been  ad- 
mitted into  our  Confideration,  nor  indeed  had  we  any 
Thing  to  do  with  it.  The  Neceffity  of  fecuring  that 
Prince  in  our  Tntereft  ought  to  have  been  our  only  Con- 
fideration ;  and  confidering  the  open  Declarations  of 
^■pain  and  Bavaria^  and  the  Probability  that  botk 
would  be  aflified  by  Prance^  no  Man  that  was  not  wil- 
fully blind  could  mifs  feeing  this  Neceflity.  There- 
fore our  Minifters  fhould  have  loft  no  Time  in  commu- 
nicating their  Thoughts  to  the  Qo\xx\.Qi  Vienna^  and  in- 
fmuating,  in  the  gentleft  Manner  they  could,  the  Ne- 
ceility  of  her  Hungarian  Majefiy's  entering  immedi- 
ately into  a  Negotiation  v/ith  Prujfia  upon  the  Plan  of 
what  he  himfelf  had  offered. 

'  This,  Sir,  might  have  been  done  without  talking 
in  a  diiPrating  Manner,  or  giving  the  Qiieen  of  Hungary 
the  leaft  Caufe  for  being  affronted.  But  afterwards,  if 
we  had  fojund  that  Princefs  unreafonably,  or  even  im- 
prudently, haughty  or  obftinate,  we  might  and  ought 
to  have  talked  in  a  more  peremptory  Manner,  and 
even  told  her  plainly,  that  ihe  was  to  expe6t  no  Affift- 
a nee  from  us,  'if  fhe  did  not  by  fome  Conceffions  en- 
gage Prujfia  in  her  Intereft.  I  (ball  grant,  that  this 
wculd  not  have  been  conformable  to  the  Letter  of  our 
Engagements,  of  mutual  Defence  and  Guaranty  entered 
into  in  the  Year  1731  ;  but  all  fuch  Engagements  im- 
ply the  Condition  of  a  Poilibility  of  Fertormance;  and 
if  ihe,  by  her  imprudence,  made  it  impoflible  for  us  to 
perform  our  Engagements,  the  Fault  v/as  hers  and  not 
curs  ;  for,  according  to  the  Letter  of  our  Engagements, 
we  had  not  fo  much  as  a  Moment's  Time  to  employ 
cur  good  Offices  j  and  therefore,  if  it  was  right  to  de- 
part 
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part  (o  far  from  our   Engagements  as   to   employ  our  An.  iS  and  17. 
good  Offices  with  the  King  of  Pntjjia^  towards  a  Re-  Geo.ll.  1743. 
'conciliation,  it  would  likewife  have  been  right  to  have 
departed  from   them  altogether,  had  fhe  by  her  Obfti- 
nacy  rendered  the  Performance  impoffible  or  too  dan- 
gerous. 

'  But,  it  feems,  we  were  afraid  of  talking  perempto- 
rily or  fincerely  to  the  Queen  of  Hungary,  left,  by  fo 
doing,  we  fhould  have  provoked  her  to  throw  herfelf 
into  the  Arms  of  France,  Sir,  if  ever  there  was  fuch 
a  thing  as  a  vain  Fear,  this  was  one.  When  we  con- 
fider  the  extenfive  Pretenfions  of  Spain  and  Bavaria^ 
and  the  antient  Animofity  between  the  Houfes  o{  Au- 
Jir'ia  and  Bourbon,  can  we  fuppofe  that  any  Man  in  his 
right  Senfes  was  afraid  of  the  Qtieen  of  Hungary  ^ 
throwing  herfelf  into  the  Arms  of  France,  and  thereby 
b^ringing  herfelf  under  a  Neceflity  to  fatisfy,  or,  at 
leaft,  compound  the  extenfive  Claims  of  Spain  and  Ba-^ 
varia^  without  any  Confideration,  rather  than  make 
fome  {^"^  Conceliions  to  Prujfta  in  Sthfia,  for  a  very 
valuable  Confideration?  Whatever  fome  Gentlemen  may 
now  pretend,  it  is  impoilible  to  fuppofe  that  they,  or  any 
one  eife,  was  afFe<£ted  with  fuch  a  Fear.  But,  on  the 
other  Side,  there  were  moft  juft  Grounds  to  fear,  nay 
there  was  almoft  an  abfolute  Certainty,  that  her  refufing 
to  give  any  Satisfa6^icn  to  Prujia,  and  our  fupporting 
and  encouraging  her  in  that  Refufal,  would  force  Pruf- 
fia  into  an  Alliacne  with  France,  as  itfoon  after  did. 

'  Having  thus  fhewn,  what  fhould  have  been  the 
Condud:  of  our  Minifters  upon  the  late  Emperor's  Death, 
and  the  Invafion  o{  Silefia  by  Prujfia,  I  fhall  next  exa- 
mine, what  was  their  Condu6i.  l^he  late  Emperor  died 
Odoher  lOK'n,  and  the  King  o^  Pruffta  invaded  Silef.a 
about  the  Middle  of  December.  The  Queen  of  Hungary  ^ 
notified  this  Invafion  to  our  Court  by  a  Letter  dated  the 
29th  of  December  ;  but  fo  far  vv-ere  our  Minifters  from 
beftirring  themfelves  either  to  prevent  or  accommodate 
this  Conteft,  that  his  Majefty  did  not  anfvver  this  Let- 
ter till  the  End  of  February,  for  though  it  bears  Date  the 
29th  of  January,  it  was  not  delivered  to  the  Queen  of 
Hungary^'6  Miniiter  here,  till  near  the  End  of  February  ; 
and  as  a  Copy  of  that  Anfwer  is  not  only  before  us, 
but  has  been  printed*,  I  am  furprifed  to  hear  any  Gen-  ' 

*  Ses  Annals  of  Europe  for  1741,  p.  469. 
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An.  1^  and  17.  tieman  aflert,  that  our  Court,  in  that  Letter,  or  in  any 
Geo.  II.  1743.  (jtj^gj.  Paper  at  that  Time,  either  advifed,  or  remon- 
ilrated  to  the  Court  of  Vienna  the  Neceffity  of  giving 
Satisfa6lion  to,  and  engaging  the  K'mg  of  Pruffta  in  her 
Interefl.  On  the  contrary,  our  Miniffers  (for  even  that 
Letter  I  mufl  here  call  the  Letter  of  our  Minifters) 
therein  fay,  that  there  ought  not  to  he  the  leaft  Bero- 
rogation  from  the  Faith  of  folemn  Treaties,  that  they 
would  endeavour  to  perfuade  fheKing  of  Prujfta  to  defiji 
from  hh  hofilh  Enterpri-ze^  and  that  if  he  did  not,  they 
would  faithfully  and  reiigioully  perform  the  Treaties 
that  obliged  them  to  alBfl:  her  Majefty  ;  and  they  con- 
clude, that  th^.s  was  the  fame  Language  they  had  held 
to  her  Minifter;  from  whence  we  muff  conclude,  that 
her  Majefty  was  acquainted  with  thefe  their  Sentiments 
before  ^a^  had  them  in  Writing,  which  was  moft  un- 
reafonably  delayed,  confidering  how  prefTing  the  Occa- 
iion  was. 

*  At  that  Time,  Sir,  we  had  fuch  a  Regard  for  the 
Dutch^  that  we  would  not  fo  much  as  anfwer  the  Queen 
of  Hungary's  Letter,  or  employ  our  good  Offices  with 
the  King  of  Fruffia^  v/ithout  their  Concurrence,  nor 
till  we  were  informed  of  their  Sentiments,  and  had  en- 
tered into  a  Concert  with  them  ;  and  what  was  this 
Concert,  Sir  ?  %^  my  Lord  Harringtonh  Letter  to  Mr. 
Rob'mfon^  of  the  27th  of  February^  we  are  informed 
what  it  v/as.  It  was  not  to  advife  the  Queen  oi  Hun- 
gary to  give  any  Satisf.  6tion  to  PraJFia^  but  by  friendly 
Pvcprefentations  to  endeavour  to  prevail  upon  the  King 
of  Prujfta  io  defift  from  his  prefent  Enterprize  ;  if  that 
Ihould  not  fucceed,  to  deter  him  from  the  Profecution 
©f  it  by  declaring  their  joint  Refolution  to  fulfil  their 
Engagements  to  the  Court  of  Vienna  ;  and  if  neither  of 
thefe  Methods  fliouid  prove  fufHcient,  to  proceed  to 
oblige  that  Prince,  by  Force  of  Arms,  to  withdraw  his 
^rocps  from  S\\t{iz. 

•  This,  Sir,  was  the  Concert  propofed  by  our  Mi- 
nifter  at  the  Hague^  and,  at  the  fame  Time,  as  that 
Letter  likewife  informs  us,  the  Qnt^n  o^  Hunger y^s, 
Minider  here  was  informed,  that  his'  Majef^y  was  re- 
folvcd  to  perform  his  Engagements  to  the  Queen  of 
Hungary^  as  foon  as  a  proper  Plan  for  the  military 
Operations  could  be  fettled  \  and  this  our  Minificr  at 
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Vienna  was  defired  to  aflure  that  Court  of,  as  he  cer-  An.  i6  and  17. 
tainly  did  accordingly.  In  Ihort,  by  all  the  Accounts  Geo.  11.  1743. 
we  have  of  the  Condu£l  of  our  Miniflers  at  this  Time, 
and  for  feme  Time  before,  they  feem  to  have  been  un- 
der a  much  greater  Concern  about  fetth'ng  with  the 
Queen  of  Hungary  and  the  Dutch  a  PJan  for  attacking 
Pruffia^  than  they  were  about  fettling  the  Differences 
between  that  Prince  and  the  Qi^ieen  of  Hungary :  Nay, 
they  feem  to  have  been  under  a  Concern  left  the  Queen 
of  Hungary  and  the  King  of  Prujfia  fhould  accommo- 
date their  Differences;  and  thereby  deprive  them  of  an 
Opportunity  of  attacking  the  Dominions  of  the  latter  ; 
for  by  the  Letter  I  have  mentioned,  our  Minif^er  at  Vi^ 
enna  was  inftru£ted  to  feel  the  Pulfe  of  that  Court,  as 
to  their  inclining  to  come  to  an  Accommodation  with 
PruJJia^  but  exprefsly  ordered  mt  to  advife  them  one  Way 
or  other, 

'  Confidering  the  Circumftances  of  Europe  at  that 
Time,  Sir,  it  would  be  very  difHcult  to  accoant  for 
this-Condu<5l:  in  our  Minifiers,  if  we  had  not  got  fome 
Papers  upon  our  Table  that  furniflies  us  with  the  pro- 
per Clew.  The  Papers  I  mean,  Sir,  is  that  which  is 
called  A  ProjeSi  of  a  Convention^  and  that  which  is  called 
Re?narks  of  the  Court  of  Vienna  on  Lord  Harrington'^ 
Letter  of  the  2^th  of  A^xW,  From  thefe  Papers  it  ap- 
pears, that  when  the  King  of  Prujfia  firft  entered  5/- 
lefia^  fome  wrong-headed  Minifter  formed  a  Scheme 
for  taking  hold  of  that  Opportunity  to  add  fome 
Fart  of  the  Prufftan  Dominions  to  the  Elecftorate  of  Ha- 
nover^ and  for  this  Purpofe  it  was  propofed,  that  an  Al- 
liance (hould  be  formed  between  the  Queen  of  Hun^ 
gary^  Great  Britain,^  Hollandy  Hanover^  Saxony^  and 
Mufcovy^  for  attacking  Pruffia^  and  dividing  his  Do- 
minions amongft  them  ;  for  by  the  Terms  propofed, 
each  Party  was  to  keep  what  he  could  conquer.  This 
ProjeiSl:  was  communicated  to  Count  Ofein^  the  Ju- 
Jirian  Minifler  here,  and  by  him  to  the  Court  of  Vi- 
enna^ where  it  was  drawn  up  into  the  Form  of  a  Treaty, 
a  Copy  of  which  we  have  upon  our  Table,  intitled,  as 
I  have  faid,  A  Proje£l  of  a  Convention^  but  though  it 
was  drawn  up  in  form  at  Vienna^  that  Court,  in  the 
Remasks  1  have  mentioned,  exprefsly  declares,  that  in 
this  Projed:  they  only  follozved  what  others  deftt  ed^  and 

a  4  that 


r  64  ] 

An.  i«  and  -.j.  that  It  was  drawn  only  in  Confequence  of  the  Relations  feTif 
Geo.  II.  1743.  )yy  Count  Ofte'rn.  This  Project  was,'  it  feems,  adopted 
by  our  Minirters  here,  and  fo  fond  were  they  of  it, 
that  it  prevented  their  feeing  the  Danger  and  Confufion 
Europe  would  be  involved  in  by  a  Confederacy  between 
France^  Spain^  the  Kmperor,  the  Electors  Palatine 
and  Cologne^  the  King  of  Prujfta^  and  the  King  of  Swe- 
den. Or  perhaps  their  Fondnefs  for  this  Proje(!^  made 
'them  fuch  Fools  as  to  believe  the  Proteftations  of  the 
Court  of  France^  that  they  would  adhere  to  the  Gua- 
ranty of  the  Pragmatic  SanSfion,  and  give  no  Affiftance 
to  Spain  or  Bavaria^  or  any  VV^ay  obftiU(5t  our  Scheriies 
in  Ger?nany. 

*•  But  our  MiniOers,  Sir,  enjoyed  but  a  very  fliort 
Vv'hile  the  Pleafure  of  indulging  themfelves  with  the 
Hopes  of  being  able  to  make  an  Addition  to  the  Elec- 
torate of  Hanover  at  the  Expence  of  Prujjia  ;  for  foon 
after  the  Beginning  o^  March ^  as  appears  from  the  Lord 
Harrington^  Letter  of  the  5th  of  that  Month,  they  had 
certain  Information,  that  i^rtf;^^^  was  preparing  to  throw 
cfF  the  Maik,  and  that  a  Treaty  was  far  advanced  be- 
tween PruJJia  and  France.  This  made  their  Scheme 
againft  Pruff.a  a  little  dangerous  ;  and  I  believe  they 
had,  at  the  fame  Time,  the  Mortification  to  find,  that 
the  Dutch  would  have  nothing  to  do  with  it,  which 
made  it  abfolutely  impracticable.  Upon  this,  I  Ihall 
grant,  they  beean  to  advife  the  Queen  of  Hungary  to 
make  it  up  a*  any  Rate  with  the  King  of  PruJJia-,  but 
they  made  that  Advice  ineffectual,  by  promifing,  at 
the  fame  Fim.e,  to  fulfil  their  Engagements  to  her  at 
all  Events,  though  by  the  frefh  InftruClions  they  fent 
to  our  Minifter  at  the  RuJJian  Court,  which  the  Queen 
of  Hungary ^_  in  the  Remarks  I  have  mentioned,  com- 
plains of,  it  appears,  they  had  no  real  Intention  to 
perform  that  promife  ^  'iov  if  they  had  been  really  de- 
termined to  affifl:  the  Qiieen  of  Hungary.^  they  v/ould 
not  furely  have  defifted  from  endeavourirg  to  bring  thfe 
powerful  Empire  of  RuJJia  into  the  fame  Meafure  ;  but 
as  both  the  Queen  of  Hungary^  and  the  Court  of 
RuJJia^  fhewed  themfelves  a  little  cool  as  to  our  Pro- 
je6t  of  dividing  the  PrvJJian  Dominions,  as  both  of 
them  declared  againil:  having  any  Share  in  the  Conquefts, 
©u'r  Miniflers,  v/hatever  they  might  promire,  hegan  to 
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be  very  indifTerent  about  affixing  the  Queen  o^Hungary^  An.  i6  and 
as  foon  as  they  found  that  no  Advantage  could  thereby  G^c.  li.  1742 
begot  for  the 'Ele6torate  of  i7^?z5wr;  and  that  Ele6to-  -—''^■'^*' 
rate,  notwithftanding  all  the  Promifes  of  our  Minillers 
to  affift  ^c  Queen  of  Hungary  in  all  Events,  concluded 
at  laft  a  Neutrality  with  France. 

'  That  Neutrality,  Sir,  I  iliall  not  give  my/elf  the 
Trouble  of  finding  Fault  with.  The  Neutrality  itfelf  v/as 
never  made  aTopic  of  Ridicule ;  but  the  Manner  in  which 
it  was  negotiated  became  very  juftly  a  Topic  of  Ridicule  ; 
and  the  Confequences  it  had,  or  at  leair  Teemed  to  have,  up- 
on theMeafures  of  this  Nation,  became  a  Subject  for  the 
moft  melancholy  Reflections  to  every  true  EngUj^man. 
It  is  highly  probable,,  that  in  the  Treaty  itfelf  there  was 
no  Stipulation  for  the  Neutrality  of  this  Kingdom;  for 
no  EngUft)  Minifter  would  dare  to  fign  fuch  a  Treaty  ; 
bufi  will  fay,  that  while  the  fame  Counfels  prevailed 
here,  it,  appeared  to  be  a  Neutrality  for  England^  as 
well  as  Hanover-,  for  otnerwife  there  is  no  accounting 
for^the  Conduit  of  our  M miners  with  regard  to  our 
Squadron  in  the  Mediterranean.  We  knew,  that  our 
declared  Enemies,  the  Spaniards^  were  preparing  a  very 
formidable  Embarkation  at  Barcelona^  and  as  formi- 
dable a  Squadron  2it  Cadiz,  as  they  could  fit  out:  We 
knew,  that  the  French,  who,  as  has  been  acknow- 
ledged by  the  Advocates  for  this  Aiddrefs,  wanted  only 
an  Opportunity  to  attack  us,  were  preparing  as  formi- 
dable a  Squadron  at  Toulon  as  they  could  fit  out.  In  thefe 
Circumdances  we  muft  admit,  that  our  Miniflers  had, 
or  had  not,  an  A/Turance  upon  whi«h  they  could  depend, 
that  none  of  thefe  Preparations  were  defigned  againil:  our 
Polleilions  in  the  Mediterranean.  But  fuch  anx-^fiurance 
they  could  not  have,  unlefs  England^  as  well  as  Hano" 
Z'<?r,  was  included  in  the  Neutrality,  by  To  me  fecret  Ar- 
ticle, or,  at  leafr,  by  feme  verbal  Engagement ;  and  if 
they  had  no  fuch  Afiurance,  their  neglecting  to  rein- 
force Admiral  Haddock^  Squadron,  fo  as  to  make  it 
equal  to  the  Combined  Squadrons  of  France  and  Spain, 
was  a  m.oft  heinous  Crime,  and  was  the  Caufe  of  that 
Affi'ont  which  was  put  upon  the  Flag  of  E?7g/andhy  the 
French  Admiral;  for  no  Man,  I  hope,  will  pretend  to 
fay,  that  it  v/as  not  in  the  Power  of  our  Minillers,  to 
have  provided  our  Admiral  with  fuch  a  Squadron  as 
would  havd  enabled  him  to  give  a  good  Account  of  both 
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An,  r6  an^  17.  tbefe  Squadrons ;  and  if  he  had  been  (o  provided  and  pro- 
Geo.iLi74i.  pg^jy  injR:ru6led,  I  believe,  no  Frenchman  whatever 
would  have  dared  to  tell  him,  Tou  Jhall  not  attack  the 
declared  Enemies  of  your  Country. 

'  1  hope.  Sir,  1  have  novi^  clearly  fhewed,  from  the 
beft  Authorities,  that  the  Court  of  Vienna^  refufing 
to  give  any  Satisfaction  to  PruJJia,  was  not  owing  to 
any  Obilinacy  in  that  Court,  but  to  the  Defigns  of 
the  Court  of  Hanover^  which  governed  the  Meafures  of 
our  Minifters-  here  ;  and  to  confirm  what  I  fay,  beyond 
Contradiction,  I  fhall  produce  one  other  Authority,  from 
the  Mouth  of  one  of  our  own  Mioifters,  I  mean  our 
Minifter  at  Vienna^  who,  as  appears  from  Lord  Har- 
rington^sLttter  of  the  27  th  of  February,  had  informed 
our  Court  here,  that  the  Great  Duke,  and  fome  of  the 
principal  Minifters  at  Vienna^  feemed  inclined,  and  even 
were  defirous,  to  come  to  an  Accommodation  with  the 
King  of  Prujfia,  upon  the  Foot  of  the  Plan  fuggefted 
by  Mr.  Goiter^  which  the  Great  Duke  was  fo  fond  of 
as  to  call  his  own.  From  hence  it  is  evident,  that  the 
Court  of  Vienna  were  not  obftinate,  but  were  ready  to 
come  to  an  Accommodation  with  the  King  of  Frujfia^ 
upon  the  Plan  which  he  himfelf  had  offered  by  Mr. 
Cotter ,  his  Miiiifier  at  Vienna  \  and  that  they  were  di- 
verted from  this  falutary  Meafure  by  our  taking  the 
Danes  and  Hejftans  into  our  Pay,  and  by  the  extreme 
Readinefs  our  Minifters  fhewed  at  that  Time  to  join 
with. them  in  attacking  the  King  o^  PruJJia.  It  wa« 
this  that  made  them  afterwards  fuppofe  it  inconfiflent 
with  their  Honour  to  enter  into  any  Treaty  with  Pruf- 
fia^  till  he  had  withdrawn  his  Troops  from  Silefia  ;  and 
though,  when  we  faw  the  Danger  we  had  brought  Eu^ 
rope  and  ourfelves  into,  by  feconding  the  felfifh  Views 
cf  Hanover:  1  fay,  though  we  then  advifed  the  Court 
o^  Vienna  to  make  it  up  at  any  Rate  with  Prujfta^  yet 
we  never  endeavoured  to  make  them  alter  this  Opinion, 
bur,  on  the  contrary,  confirmed  them  in  it,  by  negoti- 
ating at  the  Frujftan  Court  upon  this  Foot  only  *,  and 
by  promifing  them  our  Affiftance  in  all  Events  -,  which 
we  continued  to  do  till  the  very  Time  of  the  Hanover 
Neutrality's  being  concluded. 

*  See  Annals  of  EAjrope  fbr  1741,  p.  470, 
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<  Thus,  Sir,  It  muft  appear,  that  If  it  became  impof-  An,  16  and  17. 
fible  to  give  the  Queen  of  Hungary  any  efFecStual  AfTift-  Geo.  ii.  1743. 
^nce,  that  Impoflibllity  was  occafioned  folely  by  the 
Schemes  and  the  Blunders  of  our  Minifters;  but  even 
after  the  French  began  to  pull  off  the  Mafk,  and  even 
though  the  King  of  Prujfta  had  then  aftually  concluded 
his  Alliance  with  them,  the  Thing  was  far  from  being 
impoflible  or  impradlicable.  If  we  can  believe  the 
Court  of  Vienna  in  the  Remarks  I  have  mentioned,  the 
Ruffians  were  ready  to  have  attacked  PruJJla^  if  we 
had  not,  upon  feeing  the  Danger  arifing  from  France^ 
diverted  them  from  it,  by  fending  new  and  different 
Inftruilions  to  our  Minifter  at  their  Court.  And  if 
the  Empire  of  Rujfia  had  declared  openly  and  flrenu- 
oufly  in  Favour^f  the  Queen  of  Hungary^  it  is  highly 
probable  that  we  might  have  prevailed  upon  the  King 
and  Kingdom  o^  Poland  to  do  the  fame,  efpecialiy  if  the 
Queen  of  Hungary  had  made  him  fome  Conceffions  in 
Silefia^  in  order  to  unite  his  Kingdom  and  Elet^orate. 
Such  a  Confederacy,  Sir,  with  a  commanding  Britijh 
Squadron  in  the  Baltic^  and  another  in  the  Mediterra- 
nean^  might  have  fliewn  that  it  was  not  impoiiible  to 
give  effectual  Affiftance  to  the  Queen  of  Hungary  ;  but 
Hanover  might  p-^jflibly  have  fuffered  in  the  Scuffle,^  and 
from  the  Moment  we  perceived  this,  we  began  to  be  as 
much  governed  by  unreafonable  Fears,  as  we  had  before 
been  by  unreafonable  Hopes.  This  made  us  permit  our 
Enemies,  the  Spaniards^  to  land  their  Troops  quietly  in 
Italy :  This  made  the  Court  of  Hanover  beg  a  Neutrality: 
This  prociired  the  Houfe  of  Bavaria  the  Imperial  Dia- 
dem i  and  this  gave  fuch  a  Turn  to  the  Syftem  o{  Eu-r, 
rope^  as  made  the  vigorous  Meafures  we  have  fuice  pur- 
fued  as  ridiculcas,  as  our  preceding  pufillanimous  Mea- 
fures were  abfurd, 

'  I  come  now,  Sir,  to  the  Beginning  of  the  famous 
Year  1742,  which  gave  fuch  a  Turn  to  the  Affairs  of 
this  Nation  as  may  be  the  Ruin  of  the  Liberties  of  ^«- 
r(j^^,  2nd  will  certainly,  in  my  Opinion,  pave  the  Way 
for  the  utter  Ruin,  or  the  firm  Re-eflablifliment  of  the 
Liberties  of  this 'Jr-untry  ;  but  before  I  begin  to  examine 
the  Meafures  ve  have  fince  that  Time  purfued^  I  muft 
examine  how  (he  Syftem  of  Europe  flood  at  the  Begin- 
ning of  this  Year.     The  Duke  of  Bavaria  being  cho- 
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An.  i6  and  T7.  fen  Emperor  by  eight  of  the  nine  Ele£lors  of  the  Em- 
Geo.  II.  1743.^  pfre,  and  thereby  the  Imperial  Diadem  gone  from, the 
Houfeof  jltijiria^  for  this  Emperor's  Life-time  at  leaft, 
that  Houfe  could  no  longer  be  fet  up  as  the  Rival  of  the 
Houfe  of  Bourbon^  nor  could  the  Balance  of  Power  be 
now  eflabh^fiied,  as  formerly,  upon  the  Power  of  the 
Houfe  of  Aujlria^  without  getting  the  Eledion  of  the 
prefent  Emperor  declared  void,  and  the  Queen  q{ Hun- 
gary  efi:abliihed  in  all  her  Father's  Dominions,  or  hav- 
ing an  Equivalent  for  what  ihe  fhould  be  obliged  to  yield 
up  for  refloring  the  Peace  oi  Germany,     This,  Sir,  was 
apparently  impofiible,  confidering  the  then  Cirumftances 
of  Europe^  and  the  governing  Politics  at  the  refpedlive 
.  Courts.    The  Dutch  were  for  nothing,  but  negotiating, 
and  feemed  abfolutely  refolved  to  trull:  rather  to  a  new 
Confederacy  for  preferving  the  Balance  of  Power  in  Eu- 
rope^ than  to  engage  themfelves  in  the  War  merely  for 
fupporting  or  refloring  the  Houfe  of  Aujir'ia :  The  Af- 
fairs of  RuJJla  and   Svjeden  had  taken   fuch  a  new  and 
extraordinary  Turn,  as  made  it  highly  probable,  that  if 
they  took  any  Share  in  the  Troubles  in   Germany^  it 
would  be  in  favour  of  the  French  and  Bavarians,     The 
Court  of  Denmark  v/as  in  a  League  with  France:  Three, 
or  J  may  fay  five,  of  the  Electors  of  the  Empire,  to  wit, 
Pruffia^  Saxony^  Bavaria^  Palatine^  and  Cologne^  were 
actually  engaged    in  War  v/ith  the   Houfe  of  Jitjiria  ; 
and  the  whole  Empire   feeined  refolved  to  fupport   the 
Election  they  had  made,  and  the  Dignity  of  the  Head 
they  had  chofen. 

'  In  thefe  Circumftances,  Sir,  it  was  abfolutely  ini- 
poilible  for  us  to  reRore  the  Houfe  of  Aujir'ia  to  its  for- 
mer Pov/er  and  Dignity,  or  to  re-eflablifli  the  Balance 
of  Power  in  Europe  upon   the  Power  of  that  Houfe  ; 
and  therefore  the  only  wife  Thing  we  could  do  was  to 
join  with  ih&  Duuh  in  negotiating  the  Re-eftablifliment- 
of  the  Peace  of  Germany,  and  fecuring  the  Liberties  of 
Europe  againfl  the   future  ambitious  Proje61:s  of  France^ 
hy  a  Confederacy  among  the  Princes  who  were  moft  _ 
likely  to  fuifer  by  thofe  Projects.     I  fhall  moft  readily 
grant,  that  it  was  the  Intereft  of  this  Nation   to  have 
prefer  ved  the  old  Syiiem  in  Europe,  or  to  have  reftored 
it,  if  it  had  been  in  our  Power  :  Nay,  I  fliall  grant,  that 
this  v/ss  more  our  Intereft  than  it  was  the  Intereft  of  any 

other 
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Other  Power  In  Ewope^  becaufe  we  were  in  the  leafl  Dan-  An.  16  and  17. 
ger,  or  moft  remote  from  the  Danger  of  fuftering  by  the  ^^°-  ^^'  ^^'^^* 
overgrown  Power  of  the  Houfe  of  Aujfria  ;  and  there- 
fore  it  was  certainly  right,  both  in  the  Parliament  and 
People,  to  recommend  to  his  Majefty  the  Prefervation 
of  the  old  Syftem  ;  but  after  this  had  been  rendered 
impoilible,  by  our  own  blundering  or  timidious  ConducSl', 
no  Man  of  common  Senfe  could  recommend  to  his  Ma- 
jefty what  evidently  appeared  to  be  impoffible ;  and 
therefore  it  was  moft  reafonable  and  right,  that  thofe 
who  had  at  firft  recommended  our  affifting  the  Queen  of 
Hungary  in  the  moft  vigorous  Manner,  fhould  now  re- 
commend our  affifting  her  no  farther  than  was  neceftary 
for  forming  and  eftablifiiing  that  Confederacy,  whereon, 
for  the  future,  the  Prefervation  of  the  Liberties  oi  Eu^ 
rope  was  to  depend. 

'  For  this  Purpofe,  Sir,  nothing  more  was  necefTary 
than  to  take  Care,  that  France  fnould  get  no  Increafe 
of  Dominions  by  the  new  Divifion  of  Europe  that  was 
to  be  made.  Whether  the  Power  of  the  Houfe  of  Ba^ 
varia,  now  the  Imperial,  wss  or  was  not  to  be  en- 
creafed  at  the  Expence  of  the  Houfe  of  Aujlrta^  was  not 
now  the  Queftlon  ;  becaufe,  if  the  Affair  had  been  fet- 
tled by  our  Mediation,  the  Houfe  of  Bavaria  would 
have  been  as  ready  as  the  Houfe  of  Aujlr'ia  to  have 
entered  into  a  Confederacy  againft  the  future  ambitious 
Projeds  ol  France.  Whilft  the  prefent  Conne^lion  fub- 
fifts  between  the  Courts  of  France  and  Spain^  it  is  indeed 
the  general  Intereft,  and  whilft  the  prefent  V/ar  fubfids 
between  Spain  and  us,  it  is,  in  particular,  gur  Intereft, 
to  prevent  that  Crown's  making  any  new  Gonqueft  in 
Italy  ;  but  otherwife  it  would  have  fignified  nothing  to 
the  reft  of  Europe^  or  to  us,  whether  the  Queen  of 
Hungary  fhould  keep  Pofleffion  of  all  her  Dominions  in 
Italy ^  or  fhould  yield  up  a  Part  of  them  to  a  Son  of 
Spain.  Therefore  it  was  certainly  our  Interefr,  about 
the  Beginning  of  the  Year  1742,  to  have  joined  with 
the  Dutch  in  the  Plan  of  Negotiation,  and  in  the  mean 
Time  to  have  afiifted  the  Queen  of  Hungary  with  our 
Money,  and  to  have  oppofed  the  Defigns  of  her  and  our* 
Enemies,  the  Spaniards^  with  our  Squadrons.  By  thefe 
Means  we  might  foon  have  reftored  the  Peace  of  Ger- 
many 5  and  the  furprifing  Succefs  of  the  Queen  of  Hun- 
gary's 
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An.  16  and  17.  gary^s  Arms,  about  the  End   of  the  Year  ^741,  had 
^^^lii'JZi^  J  made  this  more  eafy  than  could  before  have  been  ex- 
pelled. 

'  This,  I  fay,  Sir,  was  at  that  Time  our  Intereft  ; 
but  foon  after  the  Beginning  of  that  Year,  a  new  Mini- 
fter  got  himfelf,  I  (hall  not  fay  how,  into  the  King's 
Council,  who  immediately  refolved,  at  any  Rate^  to  get 
himfelf  into  the  King's  Clofet ;  and  for  tliis  P.urpofe  he 
refolved  to  take  Advantage  of  the  Spirit  that  had  ap-. 
peared  in  this  Nation  in  favour  of  the  Queen  of  Hungary^ 
in  order  to  fqueeze  from  thence  fome  Benefit  for  the 
Eledlorate  of  Hanover*  In  Purfuancc  of  the  Plan  he 
had  formed  and  advifed,  a  mofi:  extraordinary  Zeal  be- 
gan to  appear  in  our  Councils  for  aflifting  and  fupporting 
the  Queen  of  Hungary^  and  our  Minifters;  even  thofe 
who  juft  before  had  betrayed  the  Caufe  o{  Europe  antl 
their  Couitry  to  their  Fears  of  France^  began  to  afFe6t- 
high  Metal  and  Courage,  and  a  high  Contempt  of  the 
Power  of  France.  Soon  after,  it  began  to  be  whifpered, 
that  a  large  Body  of  our  Britijh  Troops  were  to  be  fent 
to  Flanders.  For  what  End  no  body  could  imagine,  be- 
caufe  it  was  known,  from  our  common  News-Papers, 
that  the  Dutch  had  pofitively  declared  againfl  it  ;  and 
every  one  knew,  that  the  Money  thofe  Troops  would 
coftus^  would  have  been  of  much  greater  Service  to  the 
Queen  of  Hungary ^  who  did  not  want  Soldiers,  as 
good  at  leafl  as  ours,  but  Money  to  maintain  thofe  SoU 
diers,  and  to  provide  them  with  Arms  and  Ammunition, 
Every  one  therefore  concluded,  that  16  or  20,000  Brt- 
tijh  'Froops  in  Flanders^  could  be  of  no  Service  to  the 
Qiieen  of  Hungary^  efpecially  as  the  French  were  tied 
up  from  attacking  her  upon  that  Quarter  by  their  En- 
gagements with  the  Dutch^  and  more  efpecially  as  the 
Dutch  threatened,  that  they  would  declare  againft 
whichfoever  Side  fhould  ilrike  the  firft  Blow  in  Flanders, 
'  Whatever  the  Friends  of  our  Minifters  may  pre* 
tend.  Sir,  every  Man,  who  impartially  examines  the 
Dates  and  Circumftances  of  what  afterwards  happened^ 
muft  conclude,  that  the  fending  of  our  Troops  to  FlaU' 
ders  had  not  the  leaft  Effedtupon  the  Counfels  of /r^«r^, 
or  of  any  other  Power  in  Europe^  nor  in  the  leaft  con- 
tributed to  the  future  SuccefTes  of  the  Queen  of  Hungary i 
Whoever  coafiders  the  Politics  and  the  preceding  Con- 
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^u<a  of  Pranse^  muft  fee,  that  though  the  French  were  An.  16  and  17* 
defirous  enough  to  have  the  Power  of  the  Houfe  of  ^^o"- '■43-^ 
Aujlria  reduced,  they  had  no  Mind  to  take  the  whole  ^ 
Load  upon  themfelves,  or  to  venture  the  total  Deftruc- 
tion  of  their  Army  in  conquering  Provinces  for  the  Em- 
peror in  Germany^  or  for  the  Queen  of  ^paln  in  Italy,  If 
they  had  refolved  upon  this,  they  might  have  had  the 
Queen  of  Hungary  drove  out  of  Germany  as  well  as 
Italy  the  very  firft  Campaign,  But  they  were  fo  far 
from  refolving  upon  this,  that  they  never  did  embark  in 
the  AfFairs  of  Germany  till  they  were  aflured  of  the  Al- 
liance with  Pru£ta\  which  they  at  laft  obtained  merely 
by  the  bad  Conduct  of  our  Minifters  ;  nor  did  they  fend 
a  Man  to  the  Affillance  of  the  Spaniards  in  Italy ^  tho* 
they  knew,  that  they  might  have  done  it  without  any 
Interruption  from  our  Squadron. 

*  From  their  Conduct  the  preceding  Campaign  it  is 
tller-efore  evident.  Sir,  that  their  Defign  was,  to  get  the 
Power  of  the  Houfe  of  Aujlria   in   Germany  reduced 
chiefly  by  the    German  Princes   thiemfelvesj  and   the 
Power  of  that  Houfe  in  Italy  reduced  folely  by  the  Spa^ 
niards,  and  fuch  of  the  Italian  Princes  as  ihould  foiii 
with  them.     This,  I  am  perfuaded,  was  their  Defign, 
and  therefore  I  muft  conclude,  that  if  we  had    taken 
the  leaft  Care  to  prevent  Prujfta^s  entering  into  an  Al- 
liance with    them,  none  of  their  Troops  would  have 
entered  Germany^  nor  would  any  of  the  Spanijh  Troops 
have  entered  Italy^  if  we  had   taken  Care  to  reinforce 
fufficiently,  and  inftrudl  properly,  the  Squadron  we  had 
in  the   Mediterranean,     This  being  the  Cafe,  Sir,  as 
foon  as    the  French  found  themfelves  abandoned    bv 
Prujft'a  and  Saxony^  and   that  we  had    reinforced   and 
prpperly  inftrufted  our  Squadron  in  the  Mediterranean, 
they  thought  no  more  of  profecuting  the  War,  but  of 
negotiating  a  Peace ;  and  if  we  had  feconded  them,  I 
am  perfuaded,  a   Peace  might  that  Summer  have  been 
concluded,  more  fafe   for  the  Liberties  of  Europe.,  and. 
more  beneficial  and  honourable  for  this  Nation,  than 
any,  I  am  afrafd,  we  fhall  hereafcer  be  able  to  obtain. 
It  was   not  therefore  the  Troops  we  fent  to  Flanders^ 
■  but  the  Court  of  Fienna^s  agreeing  to  give  Satisfadlion  to 
Prujfia  and  Saxony^  that  prevented  the  French  allifling 
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An.  16  and  17.  the  Spaniards  la. Italy,  or  fending  Reinforcements  to 
Geo.  II.  1743.  their  Army  in  Germany;  for  were  it  to  be  fuppofed,  that 
'"^  '  the  Fr£^?7ch  had  not  Troops  enoudi  for  both  thefe  Purpofes, 
as  well  as  for  oppofing  the  little  Army  we  were  to  form 
in  Flanders^  it 'ivoiild  be  ridiculous  to  fuppofe,  that  our 
forming  an  Army  in  Flanders,  where  they  were  fure  we 
could  not  a6i:,  would  prevent  their  fending  their  Troops 
where  they  were  abfolutely  necefdry  for  the  Succefs  of 
their  Defisns.  And  it  v/as  not  Fear  that  prevented  the 
Dutch  frorn  joining  in  our  iVIearures,  but  it  was  either 
becaufe  they  did  not  approve  of  Ihem,  or  becaufe  our 
Behaviour  at  the  Time  of  the  Hanover  Neutrality  had 
given  them  a  Difndence,  which  could  not  be  removed 
by  our  new  Miniiler,  who,  they  faw,  was  to  be  under 
the  fame  Influence  with  his  PredecefTor.  One  of  thefe 
two,  I  fay,  or  perhaps  Part  of  both,  was  the  Reafon 
why  the  Dutch  did  not  join  in  our  Meafures,  for  though 
few  People  here  at  firft  knew  the  true  Motive  of  our 
fending  a  Body  of  our  Troops  to  Flanders,  the  States 
General  were  probably  frorn  the  Beginnirsg  apprifed  of 
it,  and,  therefore,  I  do  not  wonder  at  their  Declarations 
upon  that  Occafion. 

^  Long  before  the  End  of  the  Summer,  Sir,  the  true; 
Motive  began  to  appear  ;  for  as  foon  as  it  began  to  be 
whifpered,  that  a  Body  of  16,000  Hanoverian  Troops 
was  to  be  taken  into  Brit [fh  Pay,  every  one  began  to, 
fm.ell  out  the  Secret  :  Every  one  began  to  fee,  that  our 
Troops  were  not  fent  to  Flanders  to  affiil  the  Queen  of 
Himgary,  hilt  to  aiif3rd  a  Flandie  for  taking  16^000  Ha- 
noverians'into  Britijh  Pay,  and  that  this  was  the  Project 
which  our  netv  Mini'fler  had  formed  for  2;ainin2:  \¥hat 
he  wanted  and  fo  ardently  defifed.  If  the  Deiign  had 
been  to  give  any  real  and  effeftiial  Ailiilance  to  the 
Queen  of  Hungary,  the  proper  V'/ay  would  have  been 
to  have  fent  our  Britifl)  Troops  to,//^«(jLvr,  vvhich  we 
might  have  eafily  done,  even  though  the  Dutch  had  re- 
fafed  them  a  Paflage  through  their  Country,  and  by  be- 
in;?  joined  there  by  the  6000  HeJJtans  in  Britijl:)  Pay, 
and  the  16^000  Hanoverians  that  were  to  be  taken  into 
Britifl)  Pay,  they  would  have  formed  an  Army  fulEcient 
for  driving  the  French  Ax  my  uvAtv  Maillebois  out  of 
Germany,  which  v)ould  have  prevented  his  marching  to 
the  Rrlief  of  Prague  j  or  if  he  had  marched  that  Way, 
5  they 
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they  might  have  followed  clofe  at  his  Heels,  and  thereby  An.  16  and  27, 
prevented  the  Aujlrians  from  being  obliged  to  raife  the  ^^°"  ^^  ^7-1' 
Siege  of  that  Place.  But  this,  Sir,  v^^culd  have  imme- 
diately engaged  our  Mercenaries  in  Action,  vi^hereas 
their  Defign  was  not  to  fight  but  to  take  our  iVIoney  ; 
and  therefore  Care  was  tsken  to  march  them  to  a  Place 
where  we  could  not  engage  them  in  A6tion5  without 
the  Concurrence  of  the  Dutch^  which  we  were  pretty 
fure  we  could  not  obtain. 

'  In  the  mean  Time  the  Behaviour  of  the  French  to- 
wards the   King  of  Prujfia^  efpecially  about  the  Time 
of  the  Battle  of  Crot7.ka^  had  made  him  ready  to  hearken 
to  any  Propofals   that  might  be  made  him  on  the  Pare 
of  the  Court  of  Vienna  ;  and  the  latter  were  fo  fenfible 
of  the  true  Defign  of  our  forming  an  Army  in  Flanders^ 
and  were  now  fo  fully  convinced,  that  no  effectual  Af- 
fiftance  could  be  expelled  from  hence,  that  they  were 
now  ready  to  offer  Terms  miUch  more  advantageous  for 
the  King  oi  Pruffia^    and   lefs  advantageous  for  them- 
felves,  than  thofe  offered  by  that  Prince  at  the  Begin- 
ning, and  by  Encouragement  from  hence,   if  not  by  our 
Inftigation,  reje(51:ed.     This  Temper  in  the  two  Courts 
foon  brought  on  an  Accommodation,  and  that  was  na- 
turally followed   by   an  Accommodation   between   the 
Courts  of  Vienna  and  Drefden.     Can  it  be  fuppofed,  Sir, 
that  the  Courts  of  Berlin  and  Drefden  were  ever  afraid  of 
the  Refentment  of  France^    when  by  joining  with   the 
Queen  of  Hungary  it  would  have  been  eafy  for  them 
to  have  drove   all  the  French  Armies   out  of  Germany^ 
had  they  been  ns  numerous  as  it  was  poilible  for  France 
to  fend  thither  ?   Could  the  Difference  between  our  hav- 
ing 20,000  Men  in  England^  or  in  Flanders^  make  any 
material  Difference  in  their  Fears  or  their  Hopes,  when 
all  the  World  knows,    that  we  can  fend  20, coo   or 
40,000    Men   to   Flanders  whenever  we  pleafe  ?     No, 
Sir,  it  was  their  own  Intereff,  and  thatalone,  by  which 
they  were  governed,   and  if  that  had  been  rightly  conh- 
dcred  immediatelyafter  theEmperor^s  D^^Sitr.^  no  French- 
man would  have  entered  Germany^  no  Spaniard  would 
have  entered  Italy^  in  a    hoftile   xManner ;  the  Grand 
Duke  would  have  been  chofen  Emperor,  the  Balance  of 
Power   would  have   been  eftablifhed  upon  its  antient 
F  Fourjdaiian* 
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An.  16  an^  17.  foundation,  and  the  monftrous  Expcrice  prevented 
Geo.  II.  1743.^  which  this  Nation  has  been,  and  is  like  to  be,  put  to. 
<  As  I  have  faid  before,  Sir,  when  the  French  foiind 
tbemfelves  abandoned  by  the  Prujftans  and  SaxonSy  they 
thought  no  more  of  profecuting  the  War,  but  of  ne- 
gotiating a  Peace  in  Germany,  Their  firft  Propofitions 
were  perhaps  infidious,  as  all  French  Propofitions  ever 
were,  and  ever  will  be  ;  but  as  the  AfFairs  of  Ger* 
many  were  then  circumftanced,  we  might  have  taken 
the  Bait  without  allowing  ourfelves  to  be  caught  in  the 
Snare.  All  the  Princes  of  Germany  then  defired  to  fee 
the  Peace  of  their  Country  reftored  ;  and  if  reafonable 
Terms  had  been  propofed  by  us,  and  rejected  by  France 
and  the  Emperor,  it  would  have  united  Europe^  as  w^ell 
as  Germany^  in  our  Favour  ;  but  a  Peace  was  now  in- 
conrifl:ent  with  the  favourite  Scheme  of  our  Minifter  j 
becaufe  if  a  Sufpenfion  of  Arms  had  been  upon  any 
Terms  agreed  on,  he  could  have  found  no  Pretence  for 
taking  any  Hanoverian  Troops  iuto  Britijh  Pay  -,  there- 
fore, we  gave  no  helping  Hand  towards  relloring  the 
Peace  of  Germany ,  but  on  the  contrary,  if  the  Truth 
Were  known,  I  believe  it  would  appear,  t^at  we  ufed 
fome  Methods  for  preventing  it  ;  and  thereby  our  Mi- 
nifter found  Means  to  execute  the  Scheme  he  had  pro- 
jt6led.  The  Troops  o^  Hanover  were  taken  into  Bri- 
tijh Pay  at  a  Time  when  they  could  be  of  no  immediate 
Service,  and  marched  to  a  Place  where  they  could  give 
no  Affiftance  to  the  Queen  of  Hungary^  nor  any  Terror 
or  Uneafinerii  to  the  Court  oi  France.  Nay,  that  Court 
had,  perhaps,  private  AfTurances,  that  thefe  Troops 
fliould  not  be  employed  againft  them,  otherwife  I  can- 
Jiot  account  for  their  fending  A4r.  Maillebois  out  of 
IVeJiphalia^  fmce  it  was  certainly  in  their  Power  to  have 
fent  an  Army  equal  to  his,  from  Alface^  for  the  Relief 
of  their  Army,  then  beficged  in  the  City  of  Pr^^K^  ; 
and  no  Man  will  fuppofe  that  our  Troops  in  Flanders 
could  prevent  their  fending  any  Troops  out  of  Alface. 

'  Our  Army  being  thus,  and  for  thefe  Ends,  Sir, 
formed  in  Flanders^  and  fent  into  Winter- Quarters  al- 
imofl:as  foon  as  formed,  it  could  not  but  occafion  great 
Uiieafinefs  and  Difcontent  among  the  People  of  this 
Kingdom  ;  and  the  violent  Oppoiition  this  Meafure  met 
With  in  Pailiamtnt,  convinced  our  Muiifters,  that,  not- 
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tvlthftanding  its  having  been  approved  of  by  a  Majority,  An.  iS  and  17, 
it  would  be  neceflary  to  make  a  Shew,  at  leaft,  of  doing  Geo.  il  1743. 
fomething  with  this  Army  theenfuing  Campaign.  This,  ^  ''■,■'  — ^ 
Sir,  was  the  true  Caufe  of  its  March  into  Germany  laft 
Spring;  but  what  it  was  to  do  there,  no  Man  could 
then,  no  Man  can  as  yet  tell ;  for  that  this  Army,  or 
this  March,  was  the  Caufe  of  the  French  Troops  evacu- 
ating Germany,  is  certainly  a  Miftakc.  The  French 
Court  had  refolved  upon  this  before  out  Arniiy  marched  : 
All  they  wanted  was  to  get  their  Troops  out  of  Ger- 
many without  any  confiderable  Lofs  3  and  the  March  of 
our  Army  to  Germany  was  fo  far  from  preventing  the 
Retreat  of  their  Troops  from  Bavaria,  that  a  confidera- 
ble Body  of  Troops  was  detached  from  their  Army  in 
Swabia,  and  fent  to  Bavaria  to  facilitate  this  Retreat, 
without  our  attempting  in  the  lead  to  interrupt  or  difturb 
them  in  this  Dcfign  5  which  convinces  iiie,  that  there 
would  have  been  no  Action  between  our  Army  and  the 
French  in  Germany,  if  the  latter  had  not  attacked 
iis ;  and  this  they  would  not  have  done,  if  they 
had  not  thought  they  had  got  fuch  an  Opportu- 
nity of  ruining  our  Army  as  iio  political  Reafoii 
could  juftify  their  negleding.  By  the  Bravery  of  our 
Troops,  it  is  true,  and  the  Mifcondu61:  of  fome  of  their 
inferior  Generals,  they  were  Ihamefully  repulfed  ;  and 
the  Ufe,  or  rather  no  Ufe,  we  made  of  that  Repulfe,  or 
of  Prince  Charleses  joining  us  with  a  numerous  and 
viiSloriousArmy,  is  a  Proof,  that  we  are  more  concerned 
about  continuing  thefe  Mercenaries  incur  Pay,  than 
about  obtaining  an  honourable  Peace,  either  for  our- 
felves  or  the  Queen  oi  Hungary. 

'  But  I  fhould  be  glad  to  know,  what  it  Is  we  aim  at 
by  maintaining  a  numerous  Land  Army,  either  in 
Flanders  or  upon  the  Rhine.  Is  it  to  be  fuppofed,  that 
if  we  had  no  Army  there,  the  French  would  attempt  to 
recover  Bavaria  from  the  Queen  of  Hungary^  without 
the  Afliflance  of  any  of  the  German  Princes  ?  Theyknov/ 
too  well  the  Expence  and  the  Hazard  of  fuch  an  Under- 
taking to  attempt  it  -,  and  v^^e  may  depend  on  it,  they 
never  will  march  another  Way  into  Germany,  unlefs 
our  extravagant  Schemes  again  procure  them  the  Alli- 
ance of  fome  of  the  chief  Princes  of  Germany,  Till 
then  the  Queen  of  Hungary  muft  be  fafs  upOn  the  Side 
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An.  16  and  17.  0^  Germany  ;  and  if  we  had  not  fed  her  up  with  Hopes 
Geo.  If.  1743.  of  ajTifting  her,  in  making  Conquefts  upon  France^ 
*~""""  which  it  is  not  in  our  Power  to  do,  fhe  might,  before 
this  Time,  have  made  both  the  Spaniards  and  the 
French  fick  of  their  Defigns  againft  her  in  Italy^  hy 
pouring  great  Armies  into  .that  Country,  and  by  the 
Diftrefs  which  might  have  been  brought  upon  her  Ene- 
mies, by  Means  of  our  Squadron.  This,  without  our 
putting  ourfelves  to  the  Expence  either  of  fending  our 
Troops  abroad,  or  of  hiring  Mercenaries,  would  have 
procured  a  Peace  with  regard  to  her  Dominions  in  Italy; 
and  when  this  is  done,  fhe  never  did  nor  will  refufe  to 
reftore  the  Emperor  to  his  hereditary  Dominions  in 
Germany^  unlefs  her  and  our  Succefs  againft  France 
iliould  infpire  her  v^'ith  fuch  ambitious  Sentiments  as 
may  again  unite  the  greateft  Part  of  Germany^  with 
■France  and  Spain,  againft  her.  But  of  this,  I  believe, 
there  is  no  great  Danger,  becaufe  it  would  be  next  to  a 
Miracle  if  we  fhouid  have  any  Succefs  ;  for  by  ftiifting 
the  chief  Seat  of  the  War  from  Germany  and  Italy  to 
the  Frontiers  of  France^  we  fhall  make  the  Profecution 
of  itfo  cheap  and  eafy  to  France^  and  fo  expenfive  and 
difScult  to  this  Nation,  that  before  we  can  bring  France 
into  any  Diftrefs,  our  Pounds  will  be  quite  exhaufted, 
•and  then  we  muft  accept  of  fuch  Terms  as  our  Enemies 
fhall  pleafe  to  prefcribe  ;  from  all  which  I  muft  con- 
clude, that  our  maintaining  a  Land  Armv  upon  the 
Continent,  and  encouraging  the  Queen  of  Hungary  to 
attempt  making  Conquefts  upon  France,  may  be  at- 
tended with  many  Mifchiefs,  but  can  be  attended  with 
no  one  Advantage,  either  to  this  Nation  or  the  Queen 
of  Hv.ngary, 

'  Having  thus  (hewn.  Sir,  that  our  Meafures  have  in 
every  Step  been  wrong,  ever  fmce  the  late  Emperor's 
Death,  and  that  they  are  now  worfe  than  ever  they 
'  were  before,  becaufe  they  are  more  expenfive,  and  may 
:f.jhje£l  us  to  greater  Dangers,  I  hope,  no  Gentleman 
will  be  fway*d  by  the  Argument,  that  our  puttipg  a  Ne- 
gaiive  upon  this  Motion  may  put  a  Stop  to  or  prevent 
the  Profecution  of  the  Meafures  we  are  now  engaged  in ; 
for  this,  I  think,  v/ould  be  of  the  moft  fignal  Advan- 
tage to  this  Nation,  and  would  probably  be  the  Means 
«)f  very  foon  refioring  the  Tranquillity  of  Europe^  which 
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is  ofitfelf  a  fufEcient  Reafon  for  my  giving  my  Negative  An.  16  and  17. 
to  this  Queftion/  ^^o-  J^-  ^743- 

The  next  Speech  in  this  Debate  was  made  by  Henry 
Fox,  Efqj 
'  Sir, 

The  Hon.  Gentleman  who  made  and  feconded  this  Hen.  Fox,  Efq} 
Motion,  and  the  Hon.  Gentleman  who  fpoke  laft  but 
one,  have  fo  much  exhaufted  the  Subject,  and  have  To 
fully  ftated  every  Argument  that  can  be  made  ufe  of  in 
Support  of  the  Motion,  or  in  Vindication  of  our  late 
Meafures,  that  I  fhould  have  given  you  no  Trouble 
upon  this  Occafion,  if  the  extraordinary  Nature  of  this 
Pebate  had  not  called  me  up.  The  prefent  Debate,  Sir, 
is  fuch  a  one  as  I  never  was  Witnefs  to  in  this  Houfe  be- 
fore, and  hope,  I  {hall  never  again.  It  is  not  a  Debate, 
as  ufual,  about  the  Form  of  our  Addrefs,  or  about 
amending  the  Motion  for  an  Addrefs ;  but  it  is  a 
Debate,  whether  we  (hall  addrefs  or  no;  for  as  no 
Amendment  has  been  propofed,  the  Qiieftion  mud  be, 
whether  we  fiiall  return  any,  or  no  Addrefs,  by  Way  of 
Anfwer  to  the  moft  gracious  Speech  his  Majefty  has  been 
pleafed  to  make  to  us  from  the  Throne?  And  will  any 
Gentleman  fo  far  violate  his  Duty  to  his  Sovereign,  as 
to  give  a  Negative  to  fuch  a  Queftion  ?  In  moft  Quef- 
tions,  Sir,  I  muft  confefs,  I  am  well  enough  fatished 
with  feeing  a  Majority  upon  what  I  think  the  right 
Side  ;  and  the  Greatnefs  or  Smallnefs  of  that  Majority 
gives  me  very  little  Concern  :  But  upon  this  Queftion, 
Sir,  if  the  Gentlemen  who  have  hitherto  oppofed  the 
Motion,  think  fit  to  make  it  the  Qutftlon,  1  muft  fay, 
I  fhould  be  forry  to  fee  one  contradictory  Vote  ;  there- 
fore, if  Gentlemen  are  refolved  not  to  agree  to  the  Pro- 
pofition  now  made  to  us,  I  hope  they  will,  in  ccmmon 
Decency,  and  out  of  refpect  to  their  Sovereign,  propofe 
fome  new  Amendment,  or,  at  leaft,  the  previous  Quef- 
tion,  that  it  may  not  feem  to  have  been  a  Q^ieftion  in 
this  Houfe,  whether  or  no  we  (hail  return  Thanks  to  his 
Majvfty  for  his  moft  gracious  Speech  from  the  Throne-? 

'  As  this  had  not  before  been  taken  Notice  of,  I 
thought  it  abfolutely  necefiary,  Sir,  not  to  let  it  pafs 
unobferved,  left  fome  Gentlemen  might,  by  the  phu- 
fible  Obieciions  made  a^^inft  our  Meafures,  be  induced  * 
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An.  16  ana  17.  to  fliew  a  Want  of  RefpecSl  to  their  Sovereign,  without 
Geo.  II.  1743.  being  fenhble  of  it,  which,  I  am  fure,  they  will  not^ 
when  they  are  fully  apprifed  of  the  true  Nature  of  the 
Queftion  now  before  us.  And  now  I  am  up,  I  hope  I 
{hall  be  excufed,  if  before  I  fit  down  again,  1  endeavour 
to  anfwer  the  Obje(3:ions  that  have  been  ftarted  againfl 
pur  Conduct  fince  the  Death  of  the  late  Emperor,  and 
to  (hew  the  Weaknefs  of  the  Excufe  that  has  been  made 
for  fome  Gentlemens  differing  fo  much  now  from  thp 
Sentiments  they  fo  warmly  exprefTed  three  Years  ago. 

'  I  ihall  moft  readily  grant,  Sir,  that  the  Death  of 
the  late  Emperor  was  not  only  an  Event  that  might 
have  been  forefeen,  but  an  Event  that  every  one  knew 
would  infallibly  happen.  No  Man,  I  believe,  ever 
fuppofed  him  to  be  immortal ;  but  when  we  guarantied 
the  Pragrnatic  SantStion,  it  neither  was  nor  could  be 
forefeen,  that  he  would  die  before  ihe  Ele£lion  of  a 
JCing  of  the  Romans :  Confidering  his  Age,  and  the 
Vigour  of  his  Conftitution,  it  was  with  great  Probabi- 
lity to  be  fuppofed,  that  he  would  live  till  he  had  a 
Grandfon  by  his  eldejft  Daughter.  If  he  had  lived  till 
that  Time,  and  if  his  Grandfon  had  been  in  his  Life- 
time chofen  King  of  the  Romans,  I  am  convinced  there 
would  have  been  no  Difpute  about  the  Aujirlan  Succef- 
fion  :  At  leaf}-,  none  of  the  Pretenders  to  a  Share  of 
that  Succeffion  would  have  ventured  to  |iave  had  re- 
courfe  to  Arms.  His  Grandfon  would  have  fucceeded 
him  peaceably,  not  only  in  all  the  Dominions  he  died 
poflefled  of,  but  alfo  in  tjie  Imperial  Dignity  ;  and  that 
he  fhould  do  fo,  was  not  only  the  Intereft  of  Europe^ 
but  of  this  Nation  in  particular.  It  was  not,  therefore, 
our  Bufmefs,  at  the  Time  jye  guarantied  the  Pragma- 
tic Sandion,  to  inquire  into,  much  lefs  to  revive  the 
old  Difputes  between  the  Houfe  of  //«/?r/^  and  the 
Houfe  q\  Braridenhiirgh :  Thofe  Difputes  had  been  ac- 
commodated many  Years  before,  and  both  Parties  bad 
relied,  and  then  ieemed  to  reft  fatisfied  under  that  Ac- 
commodation. If  they  had  been  revived,  there  woulcj 
have  been  no  putting  an  End  to  them,  without  giving 
/bme  Part  of  the  AuJlrian  Territories  to  the  King  of 
Pruffta  ;  and  this  was  neither  for  our  Intereft,  nor  was 
it  for  the  luteieft  of  Europe^  becaufe  it  would  have  di- 
^iinilhed  the  Power  of  the  \i^:,\xi^  of  Juji'ia.,  and  there- 
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byrendered  that  Houfe  a  lefs  equal  Match  for  the  Houfe  An.  i6  and  17. 
of  Bourbon.  Geo.  11,  . 74;. 

'  But  fuppofe.  Sir,  that  it  could  have  been  forefeen,  '*--***^ — -*^ 
that  the  late  Emperor  would  die  before  the  Election  of 
any  King  of  the  Romans^  could  it  be  forefeen,  that  the 
late  King  of  Prujftq,  would  die  juft  before  him,  and 
that  the  prefent  King  of  Frujfia  would  be  a  Prince  of 
fuch  an  enterprlfmg  Genius,  as  to  revive  all  the  old 
Claims  that  had  been  either  negleited  or  yielded  up  by 
his  Anceftors,  and  to  vindicate  thofe  Claims  by  an 
Army,  before  he  made  fo  much  as  a  Demand  by  an 
Ambaflador  \  If  this  had  been  alfo  forefeen,  it  could 
not  have  been  guarded  againft ;  for  fuppofe  a  Satisfac- 
tion had  been  ftipulated  for  the  King  of  PruJJta  in  Silefia^ 
at  the  Time  we  guarantied  the  Pragmatic  Sanction,  it 
is  more  than  probable  that  this  King  of  Prujjia  would 
not  have  flood  to  the  Agreement  then  made,  no  more 
than  we  find  he  has  flood  to  theAgreements  formerly  made. 
The  Argument  he  now  makes  ufe  of,  would  have  been 
as  good  in  the  one  Cafe  as  the  other  ;  for  he  might  have 
faid,  that  his  Anceftors  were  forced  into  the  laft  as  well 
as  the  firft.  Confcquently  we  muft  fuppofe,  that  in 
order  to  purchafe  his  Friendfhip,  fome  new  Conceffions 
muft  have  been  rnade  to  him  ;  and  therefore,  1  think, 
it  was  moft  prudent  to  make  no  ConceiTions,  till  it  be- 
came necefTary  to  purchafe  his  Friendfhip  \  becaufe 
whatever  Conceffions  had  been  made  before,  would 
liave  been  of  no  Conlideration  in  the  new  Agreement , 
and  the  fame  Way  of  arguing  will  hold  againll  the 
Houfe  of  Aujiria^  making  Conceilions  to  any  of  the 
other  Princes  of  Germany^  at  the  Time  we  guarantied 
the  Pragmatic  Sanction. 

'  Having  thus  (hewn.  Sir,  that  the  Condu6l  of  our 
Minifters,  before  the  late  Emperor's  Death,  is  not  liable 
to  any  Objedic^n,  I  (hall  next  examine  their  Condufl 
fmce  that  fatal  event.  It  has  been  admitted,  I  think, 
by  every  Gentleman  who  has  fpoke  in  this  Debate,  and 
muft  be  admitted  by  every  Gentleman  who  underilands 
the  true  Intereft  of  Europe^  and  of  this  Nation  in  par- 
ticular, that  upon  the  Death  of  the  late  Emperor^  it 
was  our  Bufinefs  to  have  his  Succeflion  tranfmitted  as 
entire  as  prfTible  to  his  eldeft  Daughter,  the  preftnt 
QuGQXi  o^  Hungary^  and,  ifpofnble,  to  have  her  Kuf- 
band,  the  Great  Duke,  chosen  Emperor  3  confequent- 

F  4  ly? 
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An.  i6  and  17. ly,  when  the  King  of  Prujpa  invaJed  Silefta^  It  was 
Geo.  II.  1743,    rjQ(-  Quf   Intereft  or   Bufmefs  to   advife   the   Court  of 
^■^■"-rv'*"''"^  Vien7ia  to  yield  any  Part  of  that  rich  Province  to  him, 
as  long  as  there  were  any  Hopes  of  compelling  him  to 
defift   from  his  hoftile  Enterprife.      The   Manner  in 
'  which   he  laid  his  Claim  to  feme  Lordihips  there  ;  his 

entering  th^t  Duchy  v^^ith  an  armed  Force,  without 
having  made  any  previous  Demand,  was  a  high  Infult 
jiot  only  upon  the  Qiieen  of  Hungary^  but  upon  this 
Nation,  and  upon  every  Potentate  in  Europe^  that  had 
guarantied  the  Pragmatic  Sanation ;  and  it  was  appa- 
rently made  without  any  Concert  with  any  of  the  other 
iPowers  of  Europe.  There  was  at  firft  great  Reafon  to 
think,  that  it  v/ould  be  ealy  to  compel  him  to  defiftj 
and  to  bring  about  a  Reconciliation  between  him  and 
the  Queen  of  Hungary^  without  incroachipg  upon  the 
Balance  of  Power,  by  obliging  her  to  yield  him  a  Part 
of  her  Dominions.  If  this  could  have  been  done,  it 
rnufi:  be  allowed,  that  it  was  our  Intereft  to  do  it ;  and 
though  Spain  and  Bavaria  had  fet  up  Claims  againft  the 
Qiieen  of  Hungary^  yet,  as  thefe  two  joined  together 
with  PruJJia  would  have  been  but  a  feeble  Confederacy 
againft  the  Qiieen  of  Hungary  and  her  Allies,  their  De- 
clarations could  have  no  EffecPc  upon  our  Refoiutions, 
iior  ought  we  to  have  allowed  them  to  terrify  us  from 
doing  what  our  own  Intereft,  as  well  as  the  Intereft  of 
Europe,   required  of  u^. 

'  France^^louQ^  Sir,  was  the  Power  that,  at  this  Con- 
jundiiurfj  we  were  to  regard  ;  becaufe,  if  France  had 
■i'emained  quiet,  the  Qiieen  of  Hungary,  v/ilh  a  little  of 
(Our  Affiftance,  might  eafily  have  forced  all  the  others 
to  beg  for  Peace.  Let  us  then  candidly  confidcr  the 
Circumftances  of  the  Court  of  France  at  the  Time  of 
the  late  Emperor's  Death,  in  order  to  determine  whe- 
ther our  Minifiers  bad  any  Reafon  to  apprehend,  that 
fhe  would  fupport  either  the  king  o^i  PruJJla^  cr  any  of 
the  other  Claimants.  France  h^iQ  but  two  Years  before 
guarantied  in  the  moft  folemn  Manner  the  Pragmatic 
Sanilion,  and  had  received  a  moft  valuable  Confidera- 
tion  for  that  Guaranty:  l^he  Kingdom  of  France  wzz^ 
2t  that  Time,  and  is  llill,  liable  to  be  involved  in  do- 
jncftic  Broils,  by  the  Death  either  cf  their  King,  or 
.  his  cnly  Son  j  and  the  Court  was  under  the  Influence 
'    ■■   '   '      '      "         * ■'      ■    of 
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pf  a  Minifter,  who,  bendes  his  being  a  very  old  Man,  An.  16  and  17, 

^ad  never  fncwn  any  great  Inclination  to  involve  his  Geo.  II.  1743. 

.Country  in  a  dangerous  War.     In  thefe  Circumftances 

it   was  not   to  be   fipp^.Ted,  that  the  ^^-ourt  oi  Fra?7ce 

would  interfere   in  the  Aftairs   of  Germany^  any  other 

Way  than  by  its  good  Offices  to  endeavour  to  ri^concile 

the  contending  Parties;  and  while  the  Court  of  France 

feemed  to  continue  Jn  this  Refolution,  the  Queen  of 

Hungary  had  no  Occafion  to  purchafe  the  Friendfhip  of 

Jhe  King  of  PruJJta^  at  the   E^pence  of  one  of  her 

richeft  Provinces,  nor  was  it  agreeable  to  our  Interefl, 

or  the  Intereft  oi  Europe,   to  advife  her  to  do  fo. 

'  W^hat  then  were  we  to  do,  Sir  ^.  Both  our  own  In- 
tereft,  and  our  Engagements  with  the  Queen  of  Hun- 
garyy  pointed  out  to  us  what  we  were  to  do  ;  which 
was,  to  affift  her  in  driving  the  King  of  Prujjia  out  of 
Silefta,  in  cafe  we  could  nit,  by  our  good  Offices,  pre- 
vail on  him  to  retire  from  thence,  and  to  leave  his 
Claims  to  the  impartial  Judgement  of  the  Diet  of  the 
Empire.  This  muft  juftify  every  Step  of  his  Majefty's 
Condu61:,  from  the  Death  of  the  late  Emperor  to  the 
Time  of  his  having  certain  Information  that  the  French^ 
notwithftanding  their  folemn  Engagements  and  many 
Pro teftat ions,  were  refolved,  and  preparing  to  aflift  the 
Duke  of  Bavaria^  and  King  of  Spam^  in  their  At- 
tempts againft  the  Queen  of  Hungary,  and  were  foli- 
citing  the  King  of  Prujfia  to  enter  into  the  Alliance. 
This  produced  a  thorough  Change  in  the  Face  of  Affairs, 
and  made  it  neceffary  for  his  Majefly  to  alter  his  Meafures. 
It  became  now  impoHible  to  preferve  intire  the  Domi- 
nions of  the  late  Emperor :  It  became  neceflary  for  the 
Queen  of  Hungary  to  yield  up  a  Part,  in  ordei  to  preferve 
the  reli"  ;  and  it  was  now  her  Inerefl,  as  well  as  the  \\\- 
tereft  of  this  Nation,  and  of  Europe^  to  offer  fomeSatif- 
fadlion  to  the  King  of  Prvjjia,  with  regard  to  his  Claims 
in  Silefia.  Accordingly  his  Majefly  loll  no  Time,  af- 
ter hearing  of  tht  French  Deiigns,  in  communicating  the 
fame  to  her  ;  and  then  he  advifed  her,  in  as  flrong  Terms 
as  one  Sovereign  Prince  can  make  ufe  of  to  another,  I 
fay,  he  then  advifed  her  to  make  it  up  at  any  Rate  with 
the  King  o^i  Prujjia  \  and  at  the  fame  Time  to  engage, 
ifpoflible,  tlie  King  o{  Poland  in  her  Intereff.  This 
Will  appear  from  my  Lord  Harrington^ ^  Letter  of  the 

15th 
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An,  16  and  17.  j^th  oi March ^  1740- 1 5  and  though  it  is  there  faid. 
Ceo.  II.  1743.  jjj^^  i^jg  Majefty  was  determined  to  fulfill  his  Engage- 
ments to  her  in  all  Events,  this  was  no  more  than  what 
his  Majefty  was  obliged  in  Honour  to  do  :  But  then  we 
are  to  confider,  tl^t  thefe  Engagements  obliged  his 
Majefty  to  furnifti  no  more  than  8000  Foot  and  4000 
Horfe  ;  and  the  Court  of  Vienna  alone  were  to  confider, 
whether  with  this  Affiftance  they  could  make  Head 
againft  the  King  of  Prujfia^  and  all  the  other  Princes 
that  were  then  preparing  to  attack  them.  If  they 
thought  they  could,  they  were  in  the  Right  not  to  make 
any  Conceffions  to  Prujfia ;  and  if  this  was  their  Opi- 
iiion,  furely  his  Majefty  had  no  Right  to  tell  them  they 
made  a  wrong  Judgement  of  their  own  Strength,  much 
lefs  had  he  a  Right  to  tell  the  Queen  of  Hungary^  that 
unlefs  fhe  would  yield  one  of  her  beft  Provinces,  or  the 
greateft  Part  of  it,  to  the  PruffianSy  he  would  not  give 
ber  even  that  Affiftance,  which,  by  a  moft  folemn 
Treaty,  he  was  obliged  to  give  her. 

'  We  muft  therefore  admit.  Sir,  that  upon  the  Ma- 
nifeftatioh  of  the  Defigns  of  France^  his  Majefty,  or, 
if  you  pleafe,  our  Minifters,  did  all  that  was  incumbent 
upon  them,  and  all  they  could  do  towards  prevailing 
with  the  Court  of  Vienna  to  make  Conceffions  both  to 
Prujfta  and  Saxony^  in  order  to  gain  them,  to  their  In- 
tereft.  His  Majefty  apprifed  them  early  of  the  Danger 
jhey  were  threatened  with  from  France :  He  from  thence 
ihewed  them  the  Neceffity  they  were  under  of  gaining 
the  Kings  of  Prujfta  and  Poland:  He  advifed  them  to 
yield  to  that  Neceffity ;  and  if  they  would  not  follow 
his  Advice,  the  Misfortunes  and  the  DiftrefTes  they 
were  afterwards  brought  under,  muft  all  be  laid  at  their 
,own  Door,  neither  his  Majefty  nor  any  of  his  Minifters 
are  in  the  leaft  to  blame. 

'  But  though  the  Court  of  Vienna  would  not  take  his 
Majefty's  Advice,  this.  Sir,  did  not  free  him  from  the 
Engagements  he  was  under  by  the  Treaty  of  Vienna  in 
3731  5  therefore  he  declared,  as  he  was  in  Honour 
obliged  to  do,  that  in  all  Events  he  would  fend  her  the 
Affiitance  ftipulated  by  that  Treaty,  and  accordingly 
the  300,000/.  granted  by  Parliament  was  faithfully  re- 
mitted to  her.  If  his  Majefty  engaged  no  farther  In 
lier  Caufe  3  if  he  put  this  Nation  to  no  further  Ex- 
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peace  in  a  Caufe  which,  in  all  human  Probability,  ap-  An.  16  and  17* 
peared  to  be  defperate,  inftead  of  Cenfure,  I  think  his  ^^°'  ^^'^^K 
Minifters,  or  thofe  who  advifed  him,  defer ve  our  moft 
grateful  Acknowledgements.      And   if  Hanover  toolc 
Care  of  itfelf  by  a  Neutrality,  and  thereby  freed  itfelf 
from  the  Danger  it  was  expofed  to  hy  a  PruJJian  Army 
on   one   Side,    and    a   French    Army   on   the    other, 
furely  none  cf  our  Minifters  are  to  blame  for  it:  Nay, 
if  they  had    advifed  it,  they  ought  to   be  applauded  ; 
for  if  Hanover  had  been  attacked,  we  were  not  only- 
bound     m    Honour,     but   by   an   exprefs    Parliamen- 
tary Engagement,  to  defcpd    it  to  the  utmoft  of  our 
Power.     But  to  fuppofe,  that  the  Neutrality  for  Han^ 
over  had  any  Influence  upon  the  Condu6l  of  this  Nation, 
is  directly  contrary  to  Experience,  efpecially  with  re- 
gard to  our  Squadron  in  ^he  Mediterranean -^  for  that 
Squadron  began  to  ^61  in  a  \%][y  open  Manner  in  Favour 
of  the  Queen  of  Hungary^  long  before  the  Time  for 
the  Hanover  Neutrality  was  expired ;  and  every  one 
knows  that  our  Troops  began  to  embark  for  Flanders 
before  the  Expiration  of  that  Neutrality ;  therefore  we 
jnufl  fuppofe,  that  in  the  Negotiation  for  that  Neutra- 
lity there  was  nothing  propofed,  much  lefs  ftipulated, 
that  could  any  Way  afttit  the  Conduj£t    of    Great 
Britain-,  and  confequently,  what  happened  in  the  Me- 
4'iterraneanj  with  regard  to  the  Spqnijh  Embarkation's 
getting  unmolefted  to   Italy^  or  with  regard  to  their 
Squadron's  being  protected  by  the  French^  muft  be  im- 
puted to  Accident,  to  falfe  Intelligence,  or  to  French 
Breach  of  Faith  ;  none  of  which  can  be  abfolutely  guard- 
ed againft  by  the  moft  watchful  Minifter  that  ever  was. 

'  Before  I  leave  Hanover^  Sir,  I  muft  take  Notice 
pf  what  has  been  faid  about  the  Plan  of  a  Treaty  for 
dividing  the  Dominions  of  Pruffia^  which,  it  is  pre- 
tended, was  firft  fuggefted  to  t^e  Aujlrtan  Minifter  here. 
As  to  that  Project,  I  think,  it  has  not  been  aJTerted  that 
k  was  firft  fuggefted  by  any  pf  our  Minii!:ers;  and,  \ 
believe,  I  may  venture  to  affirm,  that  it  was  not  firft 
fuggefted  by  any  one  who  had  then  the  Honour  to  be 
in  his  Majefty*s  Councils;  but  fuppofe  it  ^-^^  I  can  fee 
no  Reafon  why  it  fhould  be  found  fault  with.  It  was 
not,  it  is  true,  the  Intereft  of  this  Nation  to  make  any 
ponque.fts  upon  PrvJfiayOi  to  take  and  hold  any  Thing 

in 
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^n.  16  and  i;.  in  that  Part  of  the  World;  but  as  few  Nations  like  to 
^^°'  '  ^  '^^'  put  themfelves  to  a  certain  Expence,  and  to  expofe 
*~'  themfelves  to  the  Dangers  of  War,  without  a  Profpeit 
of  fome  Reward,  and  as  it  was  our  Intereft  to  engage 
other  Powers  in  the  fame  Bottom  with  us,  it  would 
therefore  have  been  right  in  us  to  propofe,  that  they 
fhould  keep  what  they  could  conquer  from  Pruffia,  in 
order  to  induce  them  to  join  with  us  in  compelling  him 
A6  defiit  from  his  Enterprife  upon  Silejia.  If  this  Pro- 
ject had  been  actually  carried  into  Execution,  and  if 
Hanover  had  thereby  got  fome  Addition  to  her  Domi- 
nions, could  it  have  been  of  any  Difadvantage  to  this 
Kingdom  ?  Initead  of  envioufly  repining,  ought  we  not 
rather  to  have  rejoiced  at  fuch  a  fortunate  Event  ?  For 
though  this  Nation  is  not  to  be  engaged  in  any  War, 
merely  on  Account  oi  Hanover^  yet  when  thu  ElecSto- 
rate  joins  with  us  in  carrying  on  a  juft  and  necefTary 
War,  we  are  not  furely  to  grudge  her  making  the  fame 
Advantage  with  our  Allies.  On  the  contrary,  I  thinlc, 
we  flriould  fludy  her  Advantage  more  than  that  of  any 
other  Ally ;  for  this  plain  Reafon,  becaufe  we  can  at 
all  Times  depend  more  certainly  upon  her  Affiftance  ; 
and  the  more  the  intrinfic  Power  of  that  Ele6lorate 
is  increafed,  the  more  able  it  will  be  to  defend  itfelf,  and 
confequently  the  lefs  Affiftance  it  wiirftand  in  need  of 
;rom  us,  fhould  it  at  any  Time  be  attacked  on  our 
Account;  which  it  will  certainly  be,  as  often  as  we 
are  at  War  with  any  Nation  that  can  carry  the  War 
into  that  Electorate. 

'  This  Project  therefore,  Sir,  if  there  ever  was  any 
fuch,  muft  be  allowed  to  be  both  juft  and  wife  ;  but  it 
is  evident,  that  of  itfelf  it  had  no  Influence  upon  our 
Counfels :  For  I  have  (hewn,  that  till  the  Defigns  of 
France  became  manifeft,  it  was  agalnft  the  Intereft  of 
this*  Nation,  as  vi-'ell  as  againft  the  general  Intereft  of 
Europe^  to  advife  the  Queen  of  Hungary  to  make  any 
Conceflions  to  Prujjia  ;  and  as  foon  as  his  Majefty  had 
certain  Information  of  the  Defigns  of  France^  which 
v/as  near  a  Month  before  this  Proje6i:  was  brought  to 
any  Sort  of  Maturity,  he  advifed  the  Queen  of  Hungary 
to  fubmit  to  that  lefter  Evil,  in  order  to  avoid  or  guard 
againft  a  much  greater,  which  the  French^  Spaniards^ 
and  Bavarians  were  meditating  againft  her. 

'  By 
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*  By  her  Hungarian  Majefty's  being  fo  ill  advifed,  An.  i6  and  17, 
as  not  to  follow  the  Advice  given  her  by  his  Majefty,  ^,^°'  ^^'  ^7:3' 
and  by  the  unaccountable  Lukewarmnefs  to  her  In-  *—  ~^'~"'~~^ 
tereft,  and  to  the  Balance  of  Power,  which  appeared 
not  only  in  HoUa?id  and  Germany,  but  in  all  the  other 
Courts  of  Europe,  it  was  rendered   impofBble  for  his 
Majefty  to  give  her  effectual   Afliftance,  or  to  oppofe 
the  Election  of  an  Emperor,  which  had  been  refolved 
on  by  all  the  other  Electors  of  the  Empire;  yet  ftill  the 
Prefervation  of  the  Houfe  of  Aujlria  was  not  to  be  . 
iieg]e<5led  by   this  Nation,  becaule  that  Houfe,  by  its 
Pofleffions  in  Flanders  ?nd  Italy,  was  ftill  the  moft  cer- 
tain and  moft  ufeful  Ally   for   this  Nation,  againft  the 
Defigns  both    of  France  and  Spain,      The  Houfe  of 
Aujlria,  after  being  deprived  of  the  Imperial  Diadem, 
was  not.  It  is  true,  to  be  fet  up  as  a  Match,  by  itfelf 
alone,  for  the  united  Power  of  the  Houfe  of  Bcitrhon, 
It  never  was  fo,  even  at  the  Time  of  its  greateft  Gran- 
deur ;    for  what  was  then  meant  by  the  Balance  of 
Power  was,  that  the  Houfe  of  Aujlria^  at  the  Head  of 
the   Germanic  Body,  with  a  little  Afliftance   from  the 
Maritime  Powers,  was  a  fufficient  Match  for  thfe  Floufc 
of  Bourhon.     If  the  Power  of  the  Houfe  of  Aujlria  had 
been  increafed,  the  lefs  A.ftill:ance  it  v/cuid  have  ftood  ^ 

in  need  of  from  us ;  and  if  decreafed,  the  greater  Af- 
fiftance  it  would  ftand  in  need  of  from  the  Maritime 
Powers,  at  all  Times  when  the  Liberties  of  Europe 
might  be  brought  into  Danger,  by  the  ambitious  De- 
figns of  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon. 

'  For  this  Reaion,  Sir,  even  after  the  Duke  of  Ba- 
varia v/as  chofen  Emperor,  it  was  ftill  the  Intereft  of 
this  Nation  to  preferve,  as  entire  as  poftible,  the  Powct 
of  the  Houfe  or  Aujlria,  not  only  as  a  chief  Member 
of  anv  Confederacy  it  might  be  afterwards  neceflary  to 
form,  for  preferving  the  Liberties  of  Europe,  but  as  a 
Neighbour  and  Pvivai  both  to  France  and  Spain,  and 
th-  iU)re  a  proper  and  a  certain  Ally  for  this  Nation, 
Si'p  c  t.:e  Houfe  of  Bavaria  in  Poireflion  of  a  confi- 
d-  •  ■^.Ti  of  the  Aujlrian  Territories,  as  well  as  of 

tV'i-  !  Di^-mty,  cou'd   this  Nation  ever  depend 

uy  '    '  •     a-  ^n    Ailv   againft   France  f  Could 

E  ''       •-■■\t  H<'U^e  as  a  Confederate  againft 

Fru  --^ud   be   obliged   to   fecure  and 

piefcrve 
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An.  i6  and  57.  preferve  its  Pofieffions  biy  the  fame  Mean§  by  which  i^ 
Geo.  II.  174.3.  j^ad  acquired  them,  that  is  to  fay,  by  the  Friendffiip 
^  -w-  *'  and  Protedlion  of  France  ,  and  however  fond  the  pre- 
fent,  or  any  future  Prince  of  that  Houfe  liiay  be  of  In- 
dependency, they  will  always  chufe  to  be  dependent  on 
France^  rather  than  to  be  fubdued  by  the  Houfe  of 
Aujiria  \  for  even  France  will  take  Care  to  preferve  fuch 
a  Powef  in  the  latter,  as  to  make  it  formrdable  to  the 
Houfe  of  B&varia^  though  poflefied  of  the  Imperial 
Throne.  They  are  not  fuch  wretched  Politicians  at 
the  Court  oi  Ver failles^  as  to  raife  up  a  new  Rival  upon 
the  Ruins  of  the  old.  Divide  ^  Impera  is  a  Maxim 
they  perfectly  undefftand  ;  and  is  now  their  governing 
Maxim  with  regard  to  the  Affairs  of  the  Empire  of 
Germany,  It  is  their  Bufinefs  to  reduce  the  Houfe  of 
Aujiria^  but  not  to  raife  the  Houfe  of  Bavaria  fo  high 
as  to  put  it  in  a  Condition  to  rival  themfel^es ;  there- 
fore it  ought  to  be  our  Bufinefs  to  prevent,  as  much  as 
poflible,  the  Redu(51ion  of  the  former,  oi"  to  raife  as 
high  as  poffible  the  Power  of  the  lattery  and  of  thef6 
two  Expedients  the  firft  is,  I  think,  the  moft  proper, 
and  by  far  the  moft  practicable. 

'  From  this  Confideration,  Sir,  we  may  fee  a  good 
Reafon,  arid,  I  believe,  it  was  the  true  Reafon  for  his 
Majefty's  refolding,  as  foon  as  it  became  practicable, 
to  fupport  the  Houfe  o^  Aujiria^  and  to  prevent,  as  far 
as  was  poflible,  any  farther  Diminution  of  its  Power. 
It  was  not  the  Change  In  our  Adminiftration,  as  fonre 
Gentlemen  vainly  imagine,  that  produced  a  Change  in 
his  Majefty's  Meafures  ;  for  whoever  are  his  Servants, 
his  Majefty  purfues  fteadily  what  he  knows  to  be  the 
true  Intereft  of  this  Kingdom,  and  of  Europe  ;  but  it 
was  an  Alteration  in  the  Affairs  of  Europe^  and  parti- 
cularly in  the  Circumftances  and  Inclinations  of  the 
Court  of  Vienna^  that  made  his  Majefty  alter  his  Mea- 
fures. The  exemplary  Courage,  Fidelity,  and  Affec- 
tion of  the  Queen  of  Hungary^  Subjedl^s,  and  the  Vi- 
gour and  Wifdom  of  her  Counfels,  had  enabled  her  to 
perform  fuch  Wonders  in  her  own  Defence,  that  what 
had  before  appeared  to  all  reafonable  Men  to  be  impof- 
fible,  began  now  to  appear  to  be  practicable.  This 
made  fome  of  the  neutral  Powers  of  Europe  more  in- 
clined 
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clihed  to  join  In  fupporting  her,  and  fome  of  her  Ene-  An.  16  and  ij, 
mies  more  inclined  to  accept  of  reafonable  Terms  than  ^^^'  ^^*  '743' 
they  had  before  appeared  to  be.  At  the  fame  Time, 
the  Diftrefles  the  Court  of  Vienna  had  been  reduced  to, 
and  the  Dangers  they  were  ftill  expofed  to,  had  made 
that  Court  more  flexible,  and  more  ready  to  make  Con- 
ceffions,  than  they  had  ever  been  before.  This  Change 
of  Circumftances  happened  foon  after  the  Beginning  of 
the  Year  1742  ;  and  this  could  not  but  produce  a 
Change  in  his  Majefty's  Meafures,  becaufe  what  before 
appeared  impoflible,  began  now,  as  I  have  faid,  to  ap- 
pear pra£licable. 

*  Though  it  was  not  in  his  Majefty's  Power  to  re- 
ftore  the  Houfe  of  Aujiria  to  the  FolTeffion  of  the  Im- 
perial Dignity,  or  to  preferve  all  the  Poffeffions  belong- 
ing to  that  Houfe,  yet  it  now,  and  not  till  now,  be- 
came probable,  that  his  Majefty,  by  joining  heartily  in 
the  War,  might  defeat  the  Deligns  of  France^  and  pre- 
vent that  Court's  being  able  to  reduce  the  Power  of  the 
Houfe  of  AuJlria^  as  low  as  they  had  a  Mind.  This 
of  itfelf  alone  was  well  worth  all  the  Expence  we  have 
been  at,  or  may  be  put  to;  but  this  is  not  all  the  Ad- 
vantage we  may  reap  from  the  Event  of  the  War.  No 
Man  can  foretel,  no  Man  can  anfwer  for  the  Event  of 
a  War ;  but  from  the  Juftice  of  theJQueen  of  Hmgarf^ 
Caufe,  from  the  notorious  Perfidy  of  fome  of  her  Ene- 
mies, and  from  what  has  fmce  happened,  we  have  great 
Reafon  to  expe£i:  Succefs,  and  by  Succefs  we  m^y  not 
onfly  procure  great  Advantages  to  ourfelves  in  Trade, 
but  we  may  procure  an  Equivalent  for  the  Houfe  of 
AuJiria  at  the  Expence  of  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon^  by 
which  the  old  Syftem  may  be  reftored,  and  the  Balance 
of  Power  re-eftablifhed  upon  its  former  Foundation  ; 
that  is  to  fay,  upon  the  fole  Power  of  the  Houfe  of 
Aujir'ia^  which  every  one  allows  to  be  the  beft,  and 
which  is  certainly  a  much  better  and  a  more  fecure 
Foundation  than  that  of  a  general  Confederacy. 

'  This,  Sir,  muf^  juftify  all  the  Meafures  his  Majefty 
has  purfued,  ever  fince  the  Beginning  of  the  Year  1742  5 
and  as  it  is  a  Juftification  of  his  Majefty's  Meafures,  it 
is  of  courle  a  Condemnation  of  thofe  who  have  fmce 
that  Time  exclaimed  as  much  againft  the  vigorous 
Meafures,  as  they  before  did  againft  the  cautious  Mea- 
fures 
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An,  16  and  17.  fures  purfucd  by  our  Government.  Whilfl  there  were 
Ceo.  II.  1743.  i^Q  Hopes  of  being  able  to  do  any  Thing  by  vigorous 
"  Meafures,  bis  Majefty  a^ted  with  Caution ;  but  as  fooil 
as  the  firft  Glimpfe  of  Hope  appeared,  he  refolved  up- 
on vigorous  Meafures,  In  both  he  a£l:ed  right ;  in  both 
he  has  afted  fteadily,  and  for  the  good  of  this  Kingdom, 
without  regarding  the  unreafonable  and  contradiflory 
Clamours  that  have  been  raifed  againft  him  ;  and  for 
the  Honour  of  his  Majefty,  and  the  Glory  of  this  Na- 
tion, as  well  as  for  the  Difappointment  of  thofe  who 
are  governed  more  by  their  Spleen  and  Refentment  than 
by  the  Intereft  of  their  Country,  I  hope  his  Meafures 
will  be  crowned  with  Succefs.  But  let  the  Succefs  be 
what  it  will,  this  Nation  can  be  in  no  worfe  Circum- 
ftances,  even  by  bad  Succefs,  than  it  would  have  been 
had  it  fate  ftill,  and  tamely  looked  on,  till  France  had 
reduced  the  Houfe  of  Auflria^  and  parcelled  out  the 
Dominions  of  that  Houfe,  fo  as  to  keep  up  continual 
Feuds  and  Divifions  among  the  I^rinces  both  of  Germany 
and  Italy. 

'  If  we  will  but  cafl:  an  Eye,  Sir,  towards  the  Con- 
fequences  that  muft  certainly  have  enfued  from  fuch  2 
Conduct,  we  cannot  but  fee  what  a  defpcrate  and  for- 
lorn Condition  this  Nation  would  before  now  have  been 
in.  The  Queen  of  Hungary^  notwithftanding  her 
Magnanimity,  notwithftanding  the  furprifing  Courage 
and  Fidelity  of  her  Subjeds,  would  have  been  obliged 
to  fubmit  to  the  Terms  prefcribed  by  France.  The 
Emperor  would  have  been  in  PofTeilion  of  Bohemia^  the 
Upper  Aujlria^  and  fome  ether  Parts  of  her  Dominions^ 
the  Kings  of  PruJJia  and  Poland  vi^ould  have  been  in 
PofTeffion  of  Silefta  and  Moravia  ;  the  Spaniards  would 
have  been  in  PolTeffion  of  all  her  Dominions  in  Italy  i 
and  all  would  be  courting  the  Favour  of  France,  for 
the  Prefervation  of  what  they  had  got,  or  of  what  they 
had  been  left  in  PoiTeiTion  of.  In  thefe  Circumflances^ 
would  it  have  been  poflible  for  the  Dutch  to  have  re- 
fufed  any  Injundion  laid  upon  them  by  the  Court  of- 
Verfaille;  ?  li  that  Court  had  ordered  the  States -General 
to  declare  War  againft  this  ]>{ation,  in  conjunction  with 
them  and  ^ain^  their  High  MightineHes  muft  have 
obeyed,  and  muft  have  joined  the  Squadrons  of  France 
and  ^pain  with  the  moft  powerful  Squadron  they  could 
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m  out ;  hf  which  our  Enemies  might  have  become  an  An.  i6  an<J  17, 

Overmatch  for  us  at  Sea,  and  then  our  being  fituated  ^^o-  ^^-  ^743* 

in  an  Ifland,  would  have  been  no  Prote6tion  or  Security 

for  our   domeftic  Tranquillity.     The  Difpute  would 

not  have  been,  whether  we  Ihould  be  Sovereigns  of  the 

Ocean,  but  whether  we  Ihould   be  Sovereigns  of  the 

Ifland  of  Greet  Britain  3  and  if  we  had  preferved   the 

Sovereignty  of  the  latter,  it  would  have  been  but  fuch 

a  Sovereignty  as  the  Carthaginians  preferved  after  the 

fecond  Punic  War,  and  very  probably  under  the  fatiie 

ignominious  Condition ;  I  mean,  that  of  furrendering 

all  our  Ships  of  War,  and  promiling  never  to  build  any 

for  the  future^ 

*  Surely,  Sir,  no  Gentleman  who  cbnfiders  thefc 
Gonfequences,  will  pretend  to  find  Fault  with  the  Mea- 
fures  his  Majefty  is  now  purfuing ;  and  if  they  are  right, 
we  ought  not  to  do  any  Thing  that  may  obltru6t  or  ' 

throw  a  Damp  upon  them,  which  would  be  the  certain 
EfFe61:  of  our  putting  a  Negative  upon  this  Motiom 
Nay,  in  my  Opinion,  Sir,  it  would  have  a  ftill  worfe^- 
Effed: ;  for  our  refufmg  to  return  Thanks  to  his  Ma- 
jefty for  his  moft  gracious  Speech  from  the  Thrope, 
would  be  (hewing  fuch  a  Difrefpe^l  to  our  Sovereign* 
as  muft  necefTarily  put  an  End  to  all  Correfpondence 
between  him  and  his  Parliament,  which  would  put  an 
entire  Stop  to  all  the  coriftitutional  Wheels  of  our  Go- 
vernment, and  confequentlv  make  it  indifpenfibly  ne* 
Cfeflary  for  his  Majefty  to  think  of  governing  without 
any  Parliament  at  all  5  and  the  Confequence  of  this 
would  be  domeftic  Confufion  and  a  Civil  War» 
Therefore,  if  the  Queftion  ftiould  be  put  upon  the  Mo- 
tion now  before  us,  which  I  hope  it  will  not,  I  fhall 
look  upon  it  as  a  Queftion,  Whether  our  prefent  happy 
Eftablifhment  is  to  be  preferved  ?  and  upon  fuch  a  Quef- 
tion, I  cannot  fuppofe  that  any  Gentleman  in  this  Houfe 
will  give  a  Negative.' 

Sir  John  Hynde  Cotton  fpoke  as  follows : 

'  Sir, 
'  If  it  were  not  too  ferlous  an   Affair,  it  would   be  Sir  J.H.Cotton, 
very   diverting  to  obferve,  what  wretched  Shifts  and 
Quibbles  thofe  Orators  and  Writers  are  reduced  to,  who 
make  it  their  Bufmefs,  or  rather  their  Trade,  to  jufiify 
the  Condud  of  every  Minifter.     In  this  Debate,  and 
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An.  i5  mA  17.  efpeclally  in  what  has  been  faid  by  .the  Hon.  Gentleman 
Gso.  ii,  1^743-^  who  fpuke  laft,  we  may  obferve,  that  our  Conduct  at 
one  Time  is  founded  upon  a  Suppofition,  that  Princes 
have  no  Regard  to  Treaties,  and  at  another,  upon  the 
Suppofition,  that  Princes  will  (hew  a  ftrift  Regard  to 
their  Engagements  :  At  one  Time  we  are  obhged  in 
Honour  to  perform  our  Engagements,  though  to  our 
Ruin,  and  at  another  we  are  not  obh'ged  to  (hew  any 
Regard  to  them  :  And  what  is  moft  extraordinary,  ac- 
cording to  thefe  Gentlemens  Way  of  arguing,  the  King 
of  England  was  in  Honour  obh'ged  to  perform  his  En- 
gagements ;  but  the  Elector  of  Hanover,  at  the  very 
fame  Time,  and  in  the  very  fame  Circumftances,  was 
no  Way  bound  to  any  fuch  Performance.  Gentlemen 
may  ft  are  and  look  furprifed,  but  I  fhall  fhew  that  this 
is  the  Sum  and  the  Scope  of  moft  of  their  Arguments 
upon  this  Occafion. 

'  To  begin,  Sir,  with  the  famous  Treaty  of  Vienna 
in  the  Year  1731,  by  which  we  fo  generally  and  fo 
generoufly  guarantied  the  Pragmatic  San(Slion.  Every 
one  knows,  and  therefore  I  need  not  explain,  how  our 
Minifter,  while  upon  the  Stage ;  for,  I  believe,  he  is 
Hill  our  Miniller  behind  the  Scene ;  I  fay,  every  one 
knows  how  he  was  fo  precipitately  led  into  that  Gua- 
ranty, without  taking  Care  to  engage  any  one  of  the 
Princes  of  Germany  in  the  fame  Meafure.  But  this 
Rafhnefs  of  his  is  now,  it  feems,  to  be  looked  on  as  a 
Stroke  of  coFifummate  Prudence:  We  were  then  of 
Opinion,  it  feems,  that  Princes  have  no  Regard  to 
Treaties,  and  therefore  it  was  needlefs  to  engage  them 
in  that  Guaranty,  by  fiipulating  fome  Conceffions  in 
their  Favour  from  the  Houfe  of  Aujiria,  in  cafe  of  the 
Emperor^s  dying  without  leaving  any  Male  Heir.  Up- 
on the  Exifting  of  the  Cafe  they  would  not,  it  feems, 
have  flood  to  their  Engagements,  but  would  have  de- 
manded fome  new  Conceflions,  without  any  Regard  to 
thofe  formerly  flipulated  ;  and  theiefore  it  was  moft 
prudent  to  (lipulate  or  promife  no  Conceflions,  till  the 
Ciife  (bould  adually  exift. 

-  *  Thus,  Sir,  our  Condu6^,  at  that  Time,  was  found- 
ed upon  a  Suppofyrion,  ihat  Princes  have  no  Regard  to 
Treaties  ;  but  I  happen  to  be  of  a  different  Opinion, 
efpecially  when  it  is  their  Intereft  to  perform  the  En- 
gagements they  have  entered  into.     For  Example,  if 

we 
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T/e  had  at  that  Time  ftipulated  for  the  King  of  PruJJia  An,  16  ar.d  77. 

the  Ceflion  of  a  fmall  Part  of  Mefia^  upon  Condition  of  ?^°' "•  j?^^' 

his  joining  with  us  in   the  Guaranty  of  tiie  I^,  agmatic 

San(Stion,  I  believe  he  would  have  obferved  the  1  reaty, 

becaufe  it  would  have  been  his  Ihtereft  to  do  (b.     A 

Bird  in  Hand  is  worth  two  in  the  Bufli :  He  would  then, 

hy  obferving  his  Treaty,  have  had  a  Bird  in  Hand, 

which  he  might  have  loft  by  breaking  his  Treatfy,  and 

running  in  Search  of  the  two  in  the  Bufh.     But  as  he 

had  no  Bird  in  Hand,  he  could  lofe  nothing,  and  might 

get  fomething  by  going  in  Search  of  the  two  in  the 

Bufh  ;  and  every  Market-man  knows,  that  he  can  buy 

cheaper  when  he  has  no  immediate  Occafion  for  what 

he  purchafes,  than  he  can  propofe   to  do,  when  the 

Seller  knov7s  that  he  muft  immediately  have  the  Thing 

he  wants  to  purchafe,  and  can  have  it  no  where  elfe  ; 

Therefore,  according  to  all  the  Rules  of  common  Senfe, 

it  was  ridiculous  in  us,  as  well  as  the  Court  of  Vienna y 

to  delay  purchafing,  and  by  fome  Conceffions  fecuring 

the  Guaranty  of  Prujia^  till  the  Cafe  fhould  a6l'jal]y 

exift  :  Nay,  I  am  perfuaded,  the  Court  of  Vienna  would 

not  have  delayed  it,  if  we  had  not  lulled  them  into  a 

deceitful  Security  by  our  exprefs  and  general  Guaranty, 

'  1  am  now  to  confider  our  Condudt  at  another  Time^ 
when  the  Wifdom  of  it  depends  upon  a  Suppofition,  that 
Princes  will  fhew  a  ftri£t  Regard  to  their  Engagements; 
nay,  what  is  more,  upon  a  Suppofition,  that  France 
would  (hew  a  ftriffc  Regard  to  her  Engagements.  The 
Time  I  mean.  Sir,  is  that  important  Period  between 
the  Death  of  the  late  Emperor,  and  our  getting  Intel- 
ligence that  France  would  fupport  the  Claims  of  Bava- 
Yia  and  Spain  againft  the  Queen  of  Hungary,  The 
King  oi  France y  it  is  true,  had  guarantied  the  Pragma- 
tic Sanation  but  two  Years  before,  and  had  received 
a  moft  valuable  Confideration  for  that  Guaranty  ;  bu£ 
whatever  Opinion  we  may  have  of  the  Faith  of  the 
other  Princes  of  Europe,  no  Minider,  I  am  fure,  but 
an  Englijhy  I  fhould  rather  fay  a  Hanoverian^  would  de- 
pend upon  French  Faith,  much  lefs  make  that  Depen- 
dence a  Foundation  for  his  CondLi(5l.  Gallica  Fides  is 
now  become  as  great  a  Proverb,  as  Fimica  Fides  was  of 
eld  ;  and  is  never  therefore  to  be  depended  on  by  any 
Man  in  his  right  Senfes,  efpecially  when  it  is  fo  much, 
their  Jntereft,  and  when  they  have  fuch  a  fair  Pretence 

G  %  |Qr 


[      92      3 

An.  ifiand  17.  ^or  a  Breach  of  Faith,  as  it  was,  or  as  they  had,  upon 
Geo.  II.  1743.  the  fatal  Emergency  of  the  late  Kmperor's  Death,  and 
the  King  of  Prujfia\  entering  Silefta  in  a  hoftile  Man- 
ner. 7  hey  never  before  had  fuch  an  Opportunity  for 
reducing  the  Pov^^er  of  their  ancient  and  conftant  Rival 
the  Houfe  of  Aujiria  :  They  never  had  fuch  an  Oppor- 
tunity for  fetting  the  Princes  of  Germany  by  the  Ears 
together,  and  provoking  their  irreconcileable  Enemies 
the  Germans  to  (heathe  their  Swords  in  one  another's 
Bowels.  Could  any  Man  of  common  Senfe  expedl, 
they  would  negleft  fuch  an  Opportunity  ?  Efpecially 
when  they  had  the  plaufible  Pretence,  that  the  Definitive 
Treaty,  whereby  they  had  guarantied  the  Pragmatic 
Sanation,  was  not  yet  compleated,  becaufe  it  had  not 
been  ratified  by  the  Empire  ;  and  when  they  could 
moreover  pretend,  that  there  was  nothing  in  that  Gua- 
ranty, which  could  prevent  their  affifting  their  Ally,  the 
Duke  of  Bavaria^  or  the  King  of  Spain^  in  the  Vindi- 
cation of  their  Rights,  becaufe  of  the  Salvo  'Jure  cujujlihet 
implied  in  the  Guaranty.  I  am  far  from  faying,  there 
was  any  real  Weight  in  either  of  thefe  Pretences ;  but 
light  as  they  were,  they  were  fufficient  for  turning  the 
Scale  between  French  Intereft  and  French  Faith,  and  no 
Minifter  (tould  think  otherwife,  if  he  thought  at  all. 

'  Yet  fo  flupid  were  our  Minifters  at  that  Time,  or 
fo  biaiTed  and  blinded  by  their  Fondnefs  for  the  Project 
of  adding  a  Part  of  the  PruJJlan  Dominions  to  the 
Electorate  of  Hanover ^  that  they  fuppofed  France  woul^, 
contrary  to  her  Intereil,  obferve  her  Treaties ;  and  up- 
on this  they  formed  their  whole  Condud  from  the 
Time  of  the  Emperor's  Death  to  the  Beginning  of 
March  following;  for  during  that  Time  they  feem  to 
have  thought  of  nothing  but  of  forming  an  Alh'ance  for 
parcelling  out  the  Dominions  of  Pruffta^  and  getting 
a  good  Share  of  them  for  the  Eledorate  of  Flanover. 
They  never  fo  much  as  once  thought  of  the  Election  of 
an  Emperor,  or  of  oppofing  any  Candidate  that  might 
be  i'et  up  by  France  and  Spain.  As  both  France  and 
Spain  fent  each  her  ablePi  Minifters  to  Germany  upon 
that  important  Occafion,  every  one  fuppofed,  I  cannot 
fay  every  one  wiChed,  that  our  Court  would  have  lent 
a  certain  Perfon,  famous  for  his  Treaties  and  Negotia- 
tions, to  Germany,  in  order  to  Counterrninc  the  French 
and  Spanijh  Pvliaiilers  at  the  feveral  Courts  ihere  ;  but 

to 
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to  our  Misfortune,  and  the  Misfortune  of  Europe,  that  a  An.  t6  and  n* 
certain  Perfon  was  kept  at  home,  which  to  me  is  a  cer-  Ceo.  ii.  1743.  . 
tain  Sign,  that,  during  that  whole  Period,  we  had  no- 
thing in  our  Heads  but  the  wife  Pruje<Sl  I  have  men- 
tioned. 

'  I  am  next  to  fhew,  Sir,  how  our  Advocates  for 
minifterial  Condu(5l  at  one  Time  pretend,  that  we  are 
obliged  in  Honour  to  perform  our  Engagements,  though 
to  our  Ruin,  and  at  another,  that  we  are  no  Way 
obliged  to  fhew  any  Regard  to  them.  In  the  Year 
1 73 1,  by  the  famous  Treaty  I  have  mentioned^  we 
guarantied  to  the  Emperor  all  the  Kingdoms,  States, 
and  Territories,  and  even  the  Rights  and  Immunities 
he  then  enjoyed,  or  ought  to  enjoy  :  In  the  Year  1733 
he  was  attacked,  and  fome  of  his  moft  valuable  Terri- 
tories taken  from  him.  At  that  Time  thefe  Advocates* 
pretend,  that  we  were  no  Way  obliged  to  (hew  any 
Regard  to  the  Engagement  we  had  entered  into  but 
two  Years  before ;  and  accordingly,  we  neither  fent  a 
Man  nor  a  Shilling  to  his  Affiftance.  But  in  the  Year 
1 741,  when  the  Queen  of  Hungary  was  attacked  by 
PruJJta^  we  were  in  Honour  obliged  to  perform  this 
Engagement;  nay,  according  to  thefe  "Gentlemen,  our 
Honour  was  fo  much  engaged,  that  we  were  obliged 
to  fend  her  the  ftipulated  Ailiftance,  even  after  it  ap- 
peared that  it  Was  impoffible  to  aflift  her  efFed^tually  ; 
and  that  all  the  Afliftance  we  could  give,  could  be  of 
no  Service  to  her,  and  might  bring  Ruin  upon  ourfclves. 
Thus  thefe  Gentlemen  make  the  fame  Ufe  of  national 
Honour,  that  is  often  made  by  Hypocrites  of  perfonal 
Confcience  ;  when  it  ferves  their  Turn,  they  take  it  up  ; 
when  it  does  not,  they  lay  it  down. 

'  But  this.  Sir,  is  not  the  only  wretched  Shift  thefe 
Gentlemen  make  ufe  of  upon  this  Occafion  ;  they  are 
iikewife  forced  to  mifreprefent  to  us  the  Treaty  of  17 31. 
By  that  Treaty  we  are  obliged  to  afiift  the  Houfe  of 
Aujiriay  when  attacked,  with  all  our  f^orce,  and  with- 
out any  Limitation  or  Declaration  of  the  Affiftance  we 
a^e  to  give.  But  when  the  Dutch  came  to  accede  to 
it,  they  were  a  little  more  cautious ;  and  theref  3re  they 
infifted  upon  having  this  Article  explained,  and  reflrain- 
ed  to  8coO  Foot  and  4000  Horfe  from  England^  and 
4000  Foot  arHJ  1000 Horfe  from  their  High  Mightinefles, 
This,  \  ihtll  admit,  is  '^)i  the  Alliitance  we  are,  by 
G  3  this 
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An.  16  and  17.  this  Explanatioji,  obliged  to  fend  to  the  Houfe  of  J uj^na^ 
Geo.  IL  1743.  in  Cafe  fuch  an  AiTiftance  be  fufEcient  for  their  De- 
fence ;  but  in  Cafe  this  Aififtance  fhould  not  appear  tq 
be  equal  to  the  impending  Danger,  we  are,  even  by  this 
explanatory  Article,  obliged  to  fend  a  greater  Affiftance; 
and,  if  necefTary,  to  affift  with  our  whole  Force. 
Therefore,  if  his  Majefty  was,  in  the  Year  1741, 
obliged  in  Honour  to  fhew  fuch  a  ftri£t  Regard  to  his 
Engagements,  as  thefe  Gentlemen  pretend,  he  ought 
certainly  to  have  affifted  the  Queen  of  Hungary  with 
his  whole  Force,  both  by  Sea  and  Land. 

'I  am  laftly  to  fhew.  Sir,  that,  according  to  thef^ 
Gentlemens  Way  of  arguing,  the  King  of  England  was 
in  Honour  obliged  to  perform  his  Engagements,  but 
the  Ele£lor  of  HanQver^  at  the  very  fame  Time,  and 
in  the  very  fame  Circumflances,  was  no  Way  bound 
to  any  fuch  Performance.     Every  one  knov»rs,  that  the 
'Pragmatic  SapMlon  was  guarantied  as  exprefsly  by  the 
Elector  of  Hanover  as  it  was  by  the  King  of  England'^ 
and  confidering  the  great  Flow  of  Riches  into  the  Elec- 
torate of  Hanover^  and  the  little  Expence  it  has   been 
put  to,  for  near  30  Years  paft,  and  efpecially  the  great 
Acquifition  it  has  made,  without  any  Expence  to  itfelf, 
within  that  Period  :  I  fay,  confidering  thefe  Thirgs,  it 
jnuFt  be  acknovi'ledged,  that  Hanover  is  as  able  to  per- 
form its  Engagements  as  England  can  be  fuppofed  to 
be.     If  then,  in  the  Year  1741,  the  King  of  England 
was  fo  much  obliged  in  Honour  to  fend  Afiiftance  to 
the  Queen  of  Hungary^    how  came  the  Eleifor  of  Ha- 
nover to  be  free  frcm  any  fuch  Engagement  ?  For  I  never 
heard,  that  he  fent  her  either  Men  or  Money,  but,  on 
the  contrary,  concluded    a  Neutrality,   which,    I   ani 
convinced,  there  was  no  Occafion  for,  if  the  Miniflers 
of  that  Electorate  had  not  then  been  guided   by  ridicu- 
lous Fears,  as  much  as  they  had  before  been  by  ridicu- 
lous Hopes,     There  was,  it  is  true,  a  Prujfian  Army 
on  one  Side,  and  a  French  Army  on  the  other.     This 
Danger  they  had  brought  upon  themfelves  by  their  pro- 
jed:ed  Alliance  zg?,\n{k  F 7^ uj/t a,  and  the  Meafures  they 
and  our  Minifters  had  taken  in  Purfuance  of  that  Pro- 
jedl ;   but  as  the  Intelligence  from  France  in  the  Month 
of  JJ/(?rr/>  preceding  had  knocked   that   Proje61:   out  of 
jtheir  Pates,  and  as  they  had  from  that  Time  remained 
perfcdly  quiet^  I  am  convinced,  that  neither  iht  Pruf* 
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jfians  nor  the  French  wouU  ever  have  attacked  them,  An.  i6  and  i- 
had  no  fuch  Neutrality  been  concluded.     They  might  Geo.  II.  1743. 
even  have  fent  their  Contingent  in  Money  to  the  Queen 
of  Hungary,  without  being  in  Danger  of  any  Attack  ; 
but  this,  I  fuppofe,  they  did  not  do,  becaufe  we  did  it 
for  them  ;  for  if  the  Queen  of  Hungary  chofe  to  have 
Money  rather  than  Troops,  which,  I  believe,  fhe  did, 
we  fent  her  a  good  deal  more  than  our  Contingent 
amounted  to.     By  the  Article  I  have  mentioned,  in  the 
Acceffion  of  the  States  General  to  the  Treaty  of  1731, 
the  Equivalent  for  Troops  is  fixed  at  10,000  Guilders, 
Dutch  Money,  per  Month,  for  1000  Foot,  and  30,000 
Guilders  for  1000  Horfe;  at  which  Rate  our  Contin- 
gent of  8000  Foot,  and  4000  Horfe,  amounts  but  to 
200,000  Guilders  per  Month,  or  2,400,000  Guilders 
per  Jnnum,  which,  at  10  Guilders  18  Stivers /)^r  Pound 
Sterling,  being  the  ufual  Rate  of  Exchange,  is  about 
220,000/.  Sterling ;  and   as  we  gave   her  300,000/.  I 
fuppofe   the  additional  80,000/.   was  in   Lieu  of  the 
Money  for  the  Contingent  of  i:/^«5^;^r,  which  fuppofing 
it  to  be  4000  Foot  and  looo  Horfe,  (for  I  have  never 
feen  the  Treaty)  amounted  to  above  77,000/.  Sterling, 
'  Having  thus.  Sir,,  ihewn  the  v/retched  Shifts  thofe 
Gentlemen  are  reduced  to,  who  make  it  their  Bufinefs 
to  juftify,  at  all  Times,  the  Condu^  of  Minifters,  and 
that,  however  contradidory  one  Part  of  their  Conduct 
may  be  to  the  other,  1  fhall  now  examine  more  parti- 
cularly into  theReafons  that  have  been  invented  for  our 
changeable  and  contradictory  Condud  fince  the  Death 
of  the  late  Emperor.     Though   we   gave  ourfelves  no 
Manner  of  Concern  about  the  Eledion  of  an  Emperor, 
which  to  this  Kingdom  was  of  the  utraoft  Confequence, 
yet  as  long  as  we  thought  the  Queen  of  Hungary  was 
in  no  Danger  but   from  PruJJia,  we   appeared   mighty 
zealous  for  her  Support,  and  both  Court  and   Country 
joined   in  their  Profeffions  of  this  Zeal.     Thz  Danes 
and  Hejftans  were  taken   into  Britijh  Pay,  the  Troops 
of  Hanover  were  greatly  augmented,  and  all  were  ready 
to  march  as  foon  as  a  proper  Plan  for  the  military  Ope- 
rations could  he  fettled:  Thefe  being  the  Words  of  my 
Lord   Harrington' '6  Letter  of  the   27th    of    February^ 
1740- 1.      And   of  thefe  our  Refolunons,  he  fays,  he 
docs  not  doubt,  but  Count  Ofiein  had  before  informed 
the  Court  of  Vienna.     The  Caufe  of  this  Z^al,  at  lead 
G  4  among 
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An.  t^  and  $7.  among  our  Mlniflers,  has  already  been  fu^Bciently  ex»» 
<Gcp.  11,  1743-  plained  ;  and  whether  the  Project  for  dividing  the  Prup- 
'yzr2?i  dominions,  was  firft  formed  by  any  of  our  Mini- 
ifters,  or  by  one  who  aimed  at  being  a  Minifter,  I  fhalj 
riot  determine  ;  but  it  is  very  certain,  it  was  adopted 
by  our  JVlinifter.';,  and  was  the  true  Caufe  of  our  con- 
demning the  King  of  Pruffia  unheard,  and  thereby  en- 
couraging the' Court  of  Vienna  to  rejecSt  all  the  Offers 
he  made. 

'  I  (hall  grant,  Sir,  that  no  Nation  but  this  will  ever 
chufe  to  involve  themfelves  in  War,  without  a  Profpe^fc 
of  getting  fomething  by  the  Event ;  but  Circumftances 
are  fuch  at  fome  Conjun6tures,  that  a  Nation  fhould 
propofe  nothing  by  the  War  but  future  Security,  and 
no  Nation  ought  to  promote  or  provoke  a  War,  or  the 
Continuance  of  a  War,  for  the  Sake  only  of  what  it 
may  get  by  the  Event.     In  the  unfettled  State  Germany 
was  brought  into  by  the  late  Emperor's  Death,  arid 
when  there  was  fuch  a  Probability   that  Branch  would 
take  Advantage  of  that  unfettled  State,  in  order  to  ex- 
tend her  dWn  Dominions,  and  increafe  her  Power,  it 
was  irriprudent  in  the  Minifters  of  Hanover  to  think  df 
getting  any  Thing  by  a  War  between  any  of  the  Princes 
of  Germany  ;  iaiid  it  was  mrch  more  imprudent  in  theni, 
I  {hail  call  it  by  no  worfe  a  Name,  to  think  of  prci- 
JTjoting  the  War  between  PruJJia  and  Hungary,  merely 
for  the  Sake  of  the  Chaiice  they  might  thereby  have,  bf 
getting  a'Part  of  the  PrUJfian  Dominions  added  to  their 
owr.     It  is  this,  Tarn  convinced,  that  has  made  the 
Dutch  of  late  fo  (by  of  entering  into  any  Concert  with 
us  :  They  fee,  that  the  Mesffures  of  this  Nation  are  not 
now,  as  heretofore,   fbunded  upon  the  generous  Prin- 
ciple of  eftabllfliing  and  fecuring  the  Liberties'  of  Mart- 
kind,  but  upon  the  felfiih  Principle  of  aggrandizing  the 
Kle6torate  6t  Hanover  \  and  this  is  a  Principle  which 
they  have  nothing  to  do  with,  nor  can    they  put  any 
Confidence  in  thofe  who  are  governed  by  it. 

'  This  Projef.^,  Sir,  of  forming  an  Alliance  for  divi- 
ding the  Dominions  of  Pr«_^^,  engaged  our  Attention 
fo  much,  that  we  never  once  thought  of  the  Danger 
Europe  was  in  from  the  £)efig<'S  F?7?«ff  might  probably 
form  at  this, critic:!  Conjuncture.  We  thought  of  no- 
thing but  of  the  fy^eet  Morfel  v/e  fhould  get  by  attack- 
ing i^/z^t?,  in  CoiijunCtion  with  the  Queen  oi  Hun- 
'     ;.  ■    •        •    ■  garyi 
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gary  ;  and  during  this  Time  nothing  appeared  at  Ceuct  -^n-  \^  an^  it- 
'but  a  warm  Zeal  for  the  Support  of  the  Queen  of  Huh,-^  ^^'^'     '  '^^3' 
garjy  and  the  moft  indecent   Reproaches  were   throwii 
out,  by  fome  of  our  minifterial  Tools,  againft  theKing^ 
of  Pruffia.     At  laft  we  received  repeated   Intelligence 
of  the  Defigns  of  France^  and   of  their  inviiing  PruJJia 
into  their  Alliance.     Upon   this  the  Minifters  of  Ha-^ 
nover  began  to  fee,  that  there  would  be  great  Danger  and 
Uncertainty  in    the  Scheme   they  had  f/rrned   againfi^ 
Prujfta :  The  Dutth  had  abfolutely  refufed  to  enter  in- 
to it,  and  both  the  Qi^ieen  of  Hungary  and  the  Czarina 
had  dedared  againlf  having  any  Share   of  the   PruJJian 
Dominions  ;  which  convinced  the  Hanoverian  IVliniiiers, 
that,   if  the  King  of  Prujfta  could  be  broughr   to   reft 
fatisfied  with  his  own,  neither  of  thefe  two   Princefles 
Would  fupport   them   in   making   C'  nqueft   upon    that 
Prince  ;  and  as  they  now  faw,  that  he  might  have   the 
Alliance  and  ProtecStion  of  France  whenever  he  pleafed., 
their  Scheme  againft  Prujfia  became  not  only   danger- 
ous, but  abfolutely  impradticable.     Fear  took  then  the 
Place  of  Hope  in  their  narrow  Minds,  and  the  Thoughts 
of  adifling  the  Queen   of  Hungary  vv^ere  not  only  laid 
intirely  afide,"but  it  was  refolved,   that  the  Danes  and 
Hejfmns^  that  were  taken  into  Britijh  Pay  f  )r  that  very 
Purpofe,  Ihould  be  kept  as  a  Guard  for   the  Electorate 
of  Hanover,     This,  they  knew,  the  Queen  of  Hungary 
would  remonftrate  againft,  and  therefore  it  was  refolved 
to  furnifliher  with  Monev  inftead  of  Troops.     As  the 
12,000  Danes  and   Hejjians  were  ftill    kept  in  Br'it'ijh 
Pay,  and  now   to   be  employed   for  the  Safeguard  of 
Hanover,^  it  was   but    reafonable   to  fuppofe,    that  the 
whole  Money  for  our  Quota,  as  well  as  for  the  Quota 
of  Hanover^  ihould  have  been  advanced   by  that  EJec- 
torate  ;  but   from  thence  we  are  to  eKpe<St  no  fuch  Ju- 
llice  :  England  vjzs  to  be  faddled    with   the    Whol^j  as 
well  as  with  maintaining  the  1 2,000  Danes  and  Hejjians^ 
and  till  the  Parliament  could  be  brrught   into  this  un- 
xeafonable  Project,  tlie  Zeal  for  the  Support  of  the  Qi^ieen 
of  Hungary^  which  Vv^as  now  nothing  but  a  Farce,   was 
to  be  kept  up  amongft  us ;  but   as  foon   as  the  Parlia- 
ment had  granted  the  300,000/.  I  have  mentioned,  t\^\^ 
^eal  was  no  more  heard  of  at   Court;  and   from   that 
Time  our  Conduct  began   to   be   the  very  Reverfe  of 
what  it  had  been  for  almofl  Hw^lf  a  Year  preceding. 
^' ^       '       ■  '  Hcw^ 
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An.  16  and  J 7.  *  However,  Sir,  the  Zeal  among  the  People  for  the 
Geo.  II.  1743.  Support  of  the  Queen  of  Hungary  continued  as  warm  as 
ever,  and  was  rather  heated  than  cooled  by  the  Danger 
and  Diftrefs  that  Princefs  was  expofed  to.  This  fur- 
nifhed  fome  of  our  Courtiers,  either  foreign  or  domef- 
tic,  with  a  new  Project;  fmce  they  found,  that  i/«- 
nover  could  get  none  of  the  Prujftan  Dominions,  they 
refolved  it  {hould  get  fome  of  the  Englijh  Money  :  For 
this  Purpofe  they  began  again  to  pretend  a  mighty  Zeal 
for  tlie  Support  of  the  Queen  of  Hungary  \  and  in  order 
to  prevail  with  us,  or  to  furnifh  out  a  Pretence  for 
taking  16,000  Hanoverian  Troops  into  our  Pay,  an 
Army  was  to  be  formed  in  Flanders^  where  they  could 
not  a(9:,  and  confequently  could  give  no  Umbrage  to 
France^  nor  be  of  any  real  Service  to  the  Queen  of  Hun- 
gary, To  make  this  Pretence  the  more  plaufible,  our 
Squadron  in  the  Mediterranean  was  to  be  increafed,  and 
to  a6l  againft  our  declared  Enemies  the  Spaniards  ;  but 
if  the  Queen  of  Hungary  had  not  found  Means  foon 
after  to  draw  the  Kings  of  Frusta  and  Poland  off  from 
the  French  Alliance,  I  am  convinced,  that  neither  our 
Troops  nor  our  Squadrons  would  ever  have  given  any 
Umbrage  to  France^  or  have  been  of  any  real  Service 
to  the  Queen  of  Hungary, 

*  The  Defedion,  indeed,  of  thefe  two  Princes  from 
the  French  Intereft,  gave  a  new  Turn  to  the  Affairs  of 
Germany^  and  the  Rapidity  with  which  the  Queen  of 
Hungary  re-conquered  Bohemia  and  Bavaria^  made  the 
French  fick  of  carrying  on  a  War  at  fuch  a  Diftance, 
efpecially  as  they  faw,  that  it  muft  be  done  intirely  by 
French  Armies.  This  would  have  put  a  fpeedy  End  to 
the  War  in  Germany^  had  it  not  enlarged  the  Views  of 
Hanover,  The  Minifters  of  that  Electorate  began  now 
to  think,  not  only  of  getting  a  large  Quantity  of  Englijh 
Money  for  the  Maintai nance  of  their  Troops,  but  alfo 
of  getting  fome  Addition  to  their  Dominions,  by  the 
Continuance  and  Event  of  the  War.  Both  the  Emperor 
and  the  French  offered  to  leave  the  Qiieen  of  Hungary 
in  Poffeffion  of  all  her  Territories  in  Germany,  but  nei- 
ther of  them  had  then  thought  of  giving  any  Bifhopric, 
or  Abbacy,  by  way  of  Addition,  to  the  Dominions  of 
H&mver^  and  therefore  the  Proje6t  of  an  Equivalent 
was  fuggefted  to  the  Court  of  Vienna^  and  that  this 
NationVould  fupport  her  in  the  Purfuit  of  that  Projea:. 

*  This, 
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*  Thi$,  Sir,  I  am  perfuadcd,  has  been  the  true  Caufe  An.  16  and  ??< 
pf  the  Continuance  of  the  War,  ever  fmce  the  French  ^^°'  ^1'  17^^', 
Troops  were  befieged  in  the  City  of  Prague;  and  thi^ 
will  be  the  Caufe  of  its  Continuance  till  fomething  b$ 
agreed  to  for  the  Advantage  of  Hanover ,  unlefs  bad 
Succefs  Ihould  put  an  End  to  the  Views  of  that  Elefto- 
rate,  and  make  it  willing  to  fit  down  contented  with 
the  large  Sums  it  has  got  of  Engli/h  Money.  Good 
Succefs  will  only  force  the  Emperor  and  France  to  think 
of  fome  Secularization  ;  for  whenever  fuch  an  Expe- 
dient is  thought  of,  and  privately  agreed  to,  I  am  afraid, 
a  Remora  will  be  fecretly  put  upon  the  Arms  of  Great 
Britain^  and  the  Equivalent  for  the  Queen  of  Hungary 
will  then  begin  to  be  thought  impradlicable. 

'  Thus,  Sir,  the  Views  of  Hanover  have  been  the 
Pole-ftar  of  our  political  Compafs  ever  fince  the  Death 
of  the  late  Emperor,  as  they  had  been  for  many  Years 
before.  It  was  not  our  Regard  for  the  Prefcrvation  of 
the  Power  of  the  Houfe  o{  Jujiria  that  prevented  our 
advihng  the  Queen  of  Hungary  to  make  fome  Concef- 
lions  to  PruJJia,  but  it  was  our  Defire  to  add  fome  of 
his  Dominions  to  the  Eledlorate  of  Hanover.  It  wa's 
not  the  natural  Impoflibility  of  the  Thing  that  prevent- 
ed our  being  able  to  give  the  Queen  of  Hungary  effec- 
tual Affiihnce,  after  the  French  declared  openly  againft 
her,  but  it  was  the  Views  of  Hanover  that  made  the 
Thing  impoffible  ;  for  if  we  had  manifefted  nothing  but 
a  generous  Defign  to  preferve  the  Liberties  of  Europe^ 
and  had  appeared  refolute  in  the  Purfuit  of  that  Defign, 
we  fhould  have  got  the  Dutch,  the  Ruffians,  and  the 
King  and  Kingdom  of  Poland^io  have  joined  totis  Viribus 
in  the  Confederacy,  and  fuch  a  Confederacy  would 
have  been  equal  to  France,  Spain,  and  Bavaria,  even 
though  they  had  been  joined  by  Pruffia  and  Sweden, 
And  it  is  not  a  Defign  to  procure  an  Equivalent  for  the 
Queen  of  Hungary^  that  makes  the  War  to  be  now 
continued  ;  for,  confidering  the  prefent  Difpofition  of 
the  Dutch,  and  of  moil  of  the  Princes  of  Germany.,  we 
mufb  have  feen  from  the  Beginning  that  fuch  a  Defign 
was  impofiible ;  but  it  is  fome  felfifli  View  in  the  Mi- 
nifters  of  Hanover  ;  and  this,  I  am  convinced,  will  be* 
come  mianifeft  before  the  V/ar  is  at  an  End. 

'  1  fhall  grant.  Sir,  that  it  was  the  Intereft  of  this 
Nation   to  defeat  the  Defigns  of  France  againft  the 

Houfe 
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^n.  j6  in<3  ij.  Koufc  of  Aujlrla  ',  but  they  were  defeated,  by  the  Bra-* 
^o.  II.  1745.  ve,-y  of  t}je  Queen  of  Hungary's  Troops  and  the  De- 
sertion of  PruJJia  and  Saxony^  before  we  engaged  in  her 
Quarrel,  any  other  Way  than  by  fending  her  a  little 
Money ;  and  if  the  Defigns  of  France  (hould,  by  good 
Succefs  in  the  War,  be  revived  and  fully  executed:  If 
the  Qjecn  oi  Hungary  fhould  be  thereby  reduced  as  low 
as  the  French  at  firft  defigned  fhe  fhould,  fhe  will  have 
none  but  us,  and  her  own  Credulity,  to  blame  for  it. 
The  Hon.  Gentleman  was  pleafed  to  givers  a  frightful 
PliSlure  of  the  Circumftances  we  fhould  have  been  in, 
if  vye  had  fate  flill  and  feen  France  parcel  out  the  Do- 
minions of  the  Hpufe  of  Aujlria  at  her  Pleafure ;  but 
how  much  more  frightful  will  this  Pi£lure  be,  if  this 
fhould  at  lafi  be  the  IfTue,  after  we  have  exhaufted  our-. 
felves,  almoft  to  the  laft  Shilling,  in  carrying  on  an 
unfucpefsful  War  upon  the  Continent,  under  Pretence 
of  procuring  an  Equivalent  for  the  Queen  of  Hungary  f 
If  we  had  put  ourf(?lves  to  bo  greater  Expence  than  was 
neceflary:  If  we  had  not  encouraged  the  Queen  of 
Hungary  to  expe£l  greater  Afliftance  than  we  could,  or 
really  intended  to  give,  we  fhould  have  been  in  no 
Danger  of  what  the  Hop.  Gentleman  was  pleafed  to 
frighten  us  with ;  or  if  we  had  fallen  into  any  fuch 
Danger,  we  (hould  have  had  Strength,  I  hope,  fufficient 
Strength  left,  to  have  repelled  it;  but  now  we  may  be 
involved  in  the  Danger,  or  fomething  like  it,  when ' 
we  have  no  Strength  left  to  reptl  it ;  for  when  the 
Queen  oi  Hungary  finds  that  we  either  cannot,  or  will 
not  perform  what  we  have,  for  the  Ends  I  have  men- 
tioned, amufed  her  with,  fhe  may  very. probably  make 
the  beft  Terms  fhe  can  for  herfelf,  and  leave  us  to  con- 
tend in  a  War.  by  ourfelves  alone,  with  all  the  Branches 
of  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon, 

f  After  having  thus,  Sir,  pointed  out  what,  in  my 
Opinion,  is  the  true  Spring  of  all  the  Meafures  we  are 
now  engaged  in,  and  jult  touched  upon  the  fatal  Con- 
fequences  they  may  be  attended  with,  it  will  not  be 
expe61:ed,  I  believe,  that  I  fhould  be  follicitous  about 
their  being  purfued,  or  very  careful  to  avoid  any  thing 
that  may  difcourage  that  Purfuit.  On  the  contrary,,  I 
am  for  putting  the  Queftion  upon  this  very  Motion, 
and  I  .am  for  putting  a  Negative  upon  that  Queftion, 
becaufe,  I  think,  it  will  be  the  moft  efFecSlual  Way  for 

con- 


convincing  our  Minifters,  that  whatever  they  may  be.  An.  16  and  174 

the  Nation  will  not  allow  itfelf  to  be  made  fubfervient  Geo.ii.  1743. 

to  the  Views  and  Interefts  of  the  Kledorate  of  Hanover ; 

and  this  will  of  Courfe  put  an  immediate  Stop  to  the 

dangerous  and  expenfive  Meafures  we  are  now  engaged 

in  ;  for  when  the  IVIinifters  of  that  EleiStorate  fee,  that 

they  are  no  longer  to  be  fupported  by   the  Riches  and 

Power  oi  England^  they  will  grow  more  modeiate  in 

their   Views,    and  give  over  diflurbing  Europe    with 

Schemes  for  fatisfying  either  their  Ambition  or  Avarice. 

'  If  I  thought.  Sir,  that  our  putting  a  Negative  up- 
on this  Motion,  or  our  refufing  to  return  Thanks  for 
a  Speech  we  did  not  approve  of,  would  argue  any  Want 
of  Refpe^l  to  our  Sovereign  :  If  I  thought  that  any  Man 
but  a  Minifter,  or  the  Friend  of  a  Minifter,  would  put 
fuch  a  Conftru6lion  upon  it,  I  fhould  be  as  much  againlt  it 
as  any  Gentleman  in  this  Houfe :  but  I  know,  that  no 
unbiafled  Man,  who  underftands  our  Conftitution,  will 
ever  think  of  putting  fuchaConflru(f^ion  upon  it.    The 
King's  Speech  from  the  Throne  is  alv/ays,  in  this  Houfe, 
underflood  to  be  the  Speech  of  the  Minifter,  and,  there- 
fore, we  may  not  only  refufe  to  return  Thanks  for  it, 
but  may  cenfure  it,  without  being  guilty  of  any  Want 
of  Refpedi  to  our  Sovereign.     To  fuggeft,  that  our  re- 
fufing to  return  Thanks  upon  fuch  an  Occafion,  would 
break  ofF  all  Correfpondence  between  his  Majefty  and 
his  Parliament,  is  an  Infmuation  to  which  I  cannot  give 
too  bad  a  Name.     Such  an  Infinuation  is  a  real  Want 
of  Refpe£t  to  his  Majefty,  becaufe  it  is  fuppofing  him 
capable  of  preferring  the  Prote6iion  of  his  Minifters,  to 
the  Satisfadlion  of  his  Parliament  and  People.     Where- 
as, I  am  perfuaded,  and  we  have  a  late  Proof,  that  his 
Majefty  will  difmifs  any  Minifter,  or  give  up  any  Mea- 
fure,  rather  than  rifk  difobliging  or  difmifling  his  Par- 
liament.    The  Example  of  King  James  the   Second 
will,  I  hope,  be  a  Warning  to  all  future  Kings  of  this 
Realm,  not  to  break  off  Correfpondence  v/ith  a  Parlia- 
ment, on  Account  of  their  refufing  to   return  Thanks 
for  any  Speech  he  may  be  advifed   by  his  Minifters  to 
make  from  the  Throne.     In  the  Year  1685,  this  Houfe 
refufed  to  thank  the  King  for   his   Speech   from   the 
Throne,  for  which,  among  other   Reafons,  that  un- 
fortunate Prince  prorogued,  and  afterwards  diftolved  his 
Parliament ,  but  what  was  the  Confequence  I  In  three 

Years 


An.  16  and  17.  Ycars  after,  or  a  very  little  more,  he  was  forced  to  ab- 
?^"l![i'JI^^'..  tiicate  his  Crown,  and  defert  his  Kingdoms*  If  upori 
this  Refufal  that  Prince  had  been  fo  wife  as  to  difmifs 
his  Minifters,  and  alter  his  Meafures,  his  Reign  might 
have  been  happy,  and  his  Pofterity  might  now  have 
been  upon  the  Throne  of  thefe  Realms ;  but  he  chofe 
the  foolifh  Part  we  have  been  moft  imprudently,  and, 
I  am  fure,  moft  grotindlefsly,  threatened  with  in  this 
Debate  ;  whereby  he  made  himfelf  an  Example,  which 
may  be  of  Ufe,  and  will,  I  hope,  be  a  Warning  to  all 
bis  Succeffors,  We  have,  therefore,  nothing  to  fear 
from  our  putting  a  Negative  upon  this  Motion,  but  a 
great  deal  to  hope  ;  for  his  Majefty  will  from  thence 
fee,  that  his  Minifters  have  led  him  into  Meafures  which 
are  difagreeabie  to  his  Parliament.  As  foon  as  he  fees 
this,  we  may  expe<5t,  Chat  he  will  difmifs  his  prefent  Set 
of  Minifters  ,  and  the  Day  he  does  fo  will,  in  my 
Opinion,  be  one  of  the  happieft  Days  this  Nation 
ever  faw.* 

It  was  at  length  refolved  by  a  Majority  of  278  to  149^ 
to  prefent  an  Addrefs  to  his  Majefty  in  the  Terms  pro- 
pofed,  and  a  Committee  was  appointed  to  draw  up  the 
faid  Addrefs. 

On  the  2d  of  December  the  ttoufe  made  the  ufual 
Orders  and  Refolutions  at  the  Beginning  of  every  Sef- 
fion,  ar.d  appointed  Committees  for  Religion,  Griev- 
ances, Courts  of  Juftice,  Trade,  and  alfo  of  Privileges 
and  Elections. 

Dec.  3.  The  Houfe  waited  on  the  King^  with  their 
Addrefs  of  Thankg. 

A  Motion  being  made  that  a  Supply  be  granted  to  his 
Majefty,  refolved,  that  this  Houfe  will,  upon  Monday 
Morning  next,  refolve  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  the 
whole  Hc^ufe,  to  confider  of  that  Motion. 

Dec,  5.  Mr.  Speaker  reported  his  Majefty's  Anfw^r 
to  the  Addrefs  of  the  Houfe* 

Dec.  6.  Ordered,  That  an  Eftimate  of  the  Ordinary 
of  the  Navy,  for  the  Year  1744,  with  the  Half-pay  of 
the  Officers  of  the  Navy  and  Marines,  be  laid  before 
this  Houfe* 

Ordered,  That  an  Eftimate  of  the  Charge  for  Guards 
and  GarrifoDS,  and  other  Land-Forces  and  Marines^ 
for  the  Year  1744,  be  laid  before  this  Houfe. 

Orderedj 
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Ordered,  That  an  Eftimate  of  the  Charge  of  the  An.  16  and  17, 
Office  of  Ordnance,  for  Land-Service,  for  the  Year  Geo.  ,11.  1743. 
1744,  be  laid  before  this  Houfe.  '       -^ 

Ordered,  That  a  Lift  of  the  Regimental  and  War- 
rant Officers,  who  are  to  be  in  Half-pay,  for  the  Year 
1744,  be  laid  before  this  Houfe. 

Ordered,  That  an  Eftimate  be  laid  before  this  Houfe, 
of  the  Charge  of  the  Out-Penfioners  of  Chelfea  Hofpital, 
for  the  Year  1744. 

Ordered,  That  an  Account  of  the  Services  incurred, 
and  not  provided  for  by  Parliament,  be  laid  before  this 
Houfe. 

Ordered,  That  an  Account  be  laid  before  this  Houfe, 
fhewing  how  the  Monies,  given  for  the  Service  of  the 
Year  1743,  have  been  difpofed  of,  diftinguifhed  under 
the  feveral  Heads. 

Ordered,  That  an  Account  be  laid  before  this  Houfe, 
fhewing  the  Monies  arifen  within  the  refpe6live  Half- 
Years,  ending  at  Lady-Day  and  Michaelmas  lafl,  as 
well  of  or  for  the  Excefs  or  Surplus  of  the  Fund,  com- 
monly called  the  Aggregate  Fund,  as  of  or  for  the  Ex- 
cefs or  Surplus  of  the  Fund,  commonly  called  the  South- 
Sea  Fund  ;  as  alfo  of  or  for  the  Excefs  or  Surplus  of  the 
Fund,  commonly  called  the  General  Fund. 

An  Addrefs  to  his  Majefty  was  refolved,  That  he  will  Refolutious*^. 
be  gracioufly  pleafed  to  give  Directions  to  the  proper 
Officers,  to  lay  before  this  Houfe  the  faid  Eftimate, 
Lifts,  and  Accounts.  Ordered,  That  the  faid  Addrefs 
be  prefented  to  his  Majefty,  by  fuch  Members  as  are 
of  his  Majefty's  moft  Honourable  Privy-Council. 

Mr.  Comptroller  reported  to  the  Houfe,  That,  pur-  Report  of  t&e 
fuant  to  their  Addrefs  of  Yefterday,  his  Majefty  had  Anfwer  to  the 
given  Diredions  to  lay  before  the  Houfe  the  Eftimates,  Addrefs  forEf- 
Lifts,  and  Accounts  therein  mentioned.  ^   ^^^^' 

A  Motion  was  made,  that  an  humble  Addrefs  be  Motion  to  dlf- 
prefented  to  his  Majefty,  That  he  will  be  gracioufly  mifs  the  Ha- 
pleafed  forthwith  to  give  Orders  and  Direaions,  that  ''"^"^  T^^^o^^*^ 
the  Sixteen  Thoufand  Hanoverians^  now  in  the  Pay  of 
Great   Britain^    be  no  longer  continued  in  the  Ser- 
vice of  this  Nation,  after  the  25th  Day  of  this  inftani: 
December.  ^  ■. 

Hereupon 


Anno  17  of        Hereupon  a  Debate  ehfued,  when  Edmund  Wallers 
'^t"'!^'  *7''^3-    Efq;  who  made  the  Motion,  delivered  hiinfelf  as  follows : 

Edmund  Waller,      *  Although  I  was  One  of  thofe  that  highly  difapprov^d 
Ef^i  of  our  taking  any //awoT^^r  Troops  into  our  Pay;  a!« 

though  I  was  one  of  thofe  that  highly  difapproved  of 
the  Meafures  pretended  to  be  fet  on  Foot,  as  a  Foun- 
dation or  Excufe  for  putting  the  Nation  to  that  Ex- 
pence,  yet  I  am  forry  to  find,  that  what  was  faid  by 
me,  and  by  other  Gentlemen  upon  that  Subject:,  has 
iince,  in  evely  Article,  been  fo  fully  confirmed  by  Ex- 
perience. I  then  faid,  and  I  ftill  fay,  that  it  would  be: 
for  the  Inter^ft  of  Europe  in  general,  and  of  this  Na- 
tioti  ill  patticular,  to  reftore  the  Houfe  of  Aujirla  to 
the  fame  Grandeur  and  Power  it  was  formerly  pofTefTed 
of,  and  to  reduce  the  Power  of  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon, 
or  at  leaft  to  ftrip  it  of  that  Acceflion  of  Power  which 
it  acquired  by  the  Affiftance  or  Connivance  of  a  long, 
'^//icked,  and  blundering  Adminiftration  in  this  King- 
dom. This  was  then,  and  ftili  is  my  Opinion  ;  but  at 
the  fame  Time  I  faid,  and!  do  ftill  fav,  that  in  the 
prefent  Situation  of  Affairs  in  Europ^^  the  Thing  is  ab- 
Iblutely  impoffible.  By  furnifhing  the  Queen  of  Hun- 
gary, and  the  King  of  Sardinia  with  Money,  and  by- 
making  a  proper  Ufe  of  our  naval,  which  is  our  natural 
Strength,  we  might  have  preyented  any  farther  Dimi- 
nution of  the  Power  of  the  Floufe  of  Aufiria^  or  any 
jlev/  Accefiion  of  Power  to  that  of  Bourbon.  By  this 
Meads,  without  running  our'elves  into  a  monfirous  Ex- 
pence,  we  might,  in  a  few  Campaigns,  have  made  both 
France  2i^A  Spain  Tick  of  the  War,  and  ready  to  agree 
to  a  Peace,  upon  getting  their  Ally  the  Emperor  reftored 
to  his  hereditary  Domisions:  Nay,  if  we  had  refolved 
upon  thefe  Meafu  es,  and  appeared  fteady  in  that  Re- 
folurion,  I  am  convinced^  thf?  Court  q{  France  would, 
laft  Summer,  h  ive  afked  no  more  ;  for,  I  believe,  no- 
thing contributed  fo  much  tc  c-ncourage  that  Court  td 
continte  rh-  War,  a.  theif  leeing  that  our  Minifiers 
had  adopted,  rx  x  le^il  pretended  to  adopt  a  Scherhe, 
which  wculd  of  couTe  I'ad  th.  Nation  into  fuch  an 
Ex  pence,  as  every  one  knew  it  risither  could,  nor  tvould, 
lupport  for  any  Number  of  Years. 

'  When 


'     .    • ...      f  '^^  ^ 

'  «  When  I  fay  fo,  Sir,  I  believe,  that  every  Gentle-  Anno  17. 
man  who  hears  rhe,  will  fuppofel  mean  the  Scheme  for  Geo.  11. 1743. 
jnaking  Conquefts  upon  France,  and  giving  them  to  "  •f*'^^ 
the  Queen  of  Hungary^  by  Way  of  Equivalent  for  what 
fhe  had  yielded  to  the  King  of  Frujjia,  This,  Sir,  was 
the  Scheme  which  our  Minifters  either  adopted,  or  pre- 
tended to  adopt ;  and  this  was  a  Scheme  which  the  pre- 
fent  Circuiiiftahces  of  Europe  rendered  almoft  impoflible^ 
and  the  prefent  Circumftances  of  this  Nation  abfolutely 
fo,  as  every  Man  muft  conclude,  that  judges  foberly 
and  fedatfely  of  either.  To  pretend  to  make  Conquelts 
iijjon  France^  when  V7e  are  aflifted  by  no  one  confider- 
able  Ally  but  the  Queen  of  Hungary,  and,  confequent- 
ly,  muft  be  at  almoft  the  whole  Expence  ;  when  France 
was  aflifted  by  the  King  of  ^pa'in  and  the  Emperor,  and 
almoft  fure  of  being  affifted,  in  Cafe  of  Need,  by  two 
©r  three  of  the  chief  Princes  of  Germany  :  In  thefe  fo- 
i-eign  Circurnftances,  I  fay,  to  pretend  to  make  Con- 
quefts upon  France,  would  have  been  romantic,  even 
fuppofirtg  this  Nation  had  been  in  the  moft  flourifhing 
Circumftances,  and  as  free  fro ni  Debt  as  it  was  at  the 
Revolution  :  But  to  undertake  fuch  a  Scheme,  when 
we  were  over  Head  and  Ears  in  Debt,  when  every  7'ax 
that  could  poffibly  be  thought  of  was  mortgaged,  except 
the  Land-Tax  and  the  Malt  ;  and  when  thefe  two, 
fuppofmg  the  Land-Tax  at  4;.  in  the  Pound,  w^ere  little 
more  than  fufficient  fof  fupporting  the  Expence  of  our 
Government  in  Time  of  Peace  :  In  fuch  domeftic 
Circumftances,  to  undertake  fuch  a  Scheme  was,  I  will 
fay,  abfolutely  ridiculous. 

'  T'his  the  French  Court  could  not  biit  fee  ;  and, 
therefofe,  if  they  thought  we  vi^ere  ferious  in  adopting 
this  Scheme,  they  could  not  but  conclude,  that  they 
had  nothing  to  do  but  to  ftand  upon  the  Dcfenfive,  to 
keep  their  Armies  in  ftrong  Camps,  oi'  behind  well-for- 
tified Lines,  ^nd  avoid  coriiing  to  any  genefal  Engage- 
ment; to  piit  numerous  Garrifons  in  all  their  frontier 
Towns,  and  to  raife  new  Fortifications  wherever  they 
faw  we  iiUended  to  make  the  Imprefiion.  By  thefe 
Means  they  might  eafily  have  protraded  the  War  for 
three  or  four  Campaigns,  and  in  that  Time  they  knev/ 
that  this  Nation  would  be  quite  exhalifted.  Even  our 
Sinking  Fund,  which,  properly  fpeakixig,  22  mortgaged 
H     '  lor 
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Anno  17.  for  the  Payment  of  our  old  Debts,  muft  have  been  all 
Geo.  11.  1743.  remortgaged  for  the  new ;  and  when  that  Fund  was 
gone,  1  fhould  be  glad  to  know  where  we  could  have 
found  another.  This  would  have  brought  a  general 
Diftrefs  upon  our  public  Credit ;  and  let  that  happen 
when  it  will,  our  Government  will  find  it  impoffible 
to  raife  Money,  either  for  maintaining  an  Army,  or 
for  fitting  out"  a  Squadron.  The  French  would  then 
have  been  able  to  turn  the  Tables,  and  to  z^  upon  th^ 
Offenfive  againft  us  at  Sea,  as  well  as  againft  the  Queen 
of  Hungary  at  Land  ;  and  in  one  Campaign  or  two, 
to  compel  both  to  fubmit  to  what  Terms. they  pleafed 
to  impofe. 

'  Thus,  Sir,  the  French  could  not  but  forefee,  that 
if  we  were  ferious  in  adopting  this  Scheme,  the  beft 
Game  they  had  to  play  was  to  continue  the  War,  and 
to  refufe  to  offer  any  reafonable  Terms,  in  order  to 
provoke  us  to  go  on  with  the  Profecution  of  fiich  an 
impracticable  Scheme  ;  and  the  little  Succefs  we  had 
laft  Campaign,  the  infignificant  Impreffion  we  made 
upon  their  Frontier,  or  rather  our  not  being  able  to 
make  any  Impreilion  at  all,  is  a  manifeft  Proof  they 
judged  right. 

'  On  the  other  Hand,  Sir,  fuppofe  we  were  not  fe- 
rious in  this  Scheme  ;  fuppofe  it  was  only  a  Pretence, 
in  order  to  encourage  the  Court  of  Vienna  to  continue 
the  War  againft  the  Emperor  and  France^  it  is  impof- 
fible to  fuppofe,  that  fuch  a  Pretence  could  be  fet  up 
Vv?ith  a  View  of  gaining  any  Advantage  to  England:  In 
fitting  up  fuch  a  Pretence,  our  Minifters  could  have  no 
Views  but  what  related  to  Hanover  ;  and  thefe  muft 
have  been,  either  to  induce  this  Nation  to  take  a  large 
Body  of  Hanoverian  Troops  into  its  Pay,  or  to  induce 
the  Emperor  and  France  to  agree  to  fome  Method  of 
adding  fome  ntw  Territories  to  the  Electorate  of  Ha- 
nover^  by  the  next  Treaty  of  Peace.  In  a  Britijh  Mi- 
nifter  it  was  highly  criminal  to  entertain  either  of  thefe 
Views;  and  yet  thefe,  in  my  Opinion,  were  really  the 
Views  upon  which  our  Minifters  pretended  to  adopt  the 
Scheme  of  making  Conquefts  upon  France^  at  the  fole 
Expence  of  this  Nation,  in  older  to  give  thofe  Con- 
quefts to  the  Queen  of  Hungary,  as  an  Equivalent  for 
what  ilie  had  vielded  to  PruJJia,     The  Scheme  was  iji 

itfelf 
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jtfelf  Co  apparently  impracSticable,  that  It  is  impoffible  to  Anno  r;. 
iuppofe,  they  engaged  in  it  ferioufly,  and  without  any  ^^*^'  ^^  '743' 
hidden  View ;  but  the  Zeal  of  the  People  here,  for  the  ' 
Support  of  the  Houfe  of  Aufiria^  and  their  natural 
Jealoufy  of  the  Power  of  France^  made  it  a  good  Cover 
for  any  fecret  View  in  Favour  of  Hanover  5  and  what- 
ever that  Electorate  may  get  by  the  Event  of  the  War, 
it  is  evident,  that  it  will  get  a  great  Deal  of  Englijh 
Money  by  the  Continuance  of  it. 
.  *  If  France^  Sir,  had  offered  fome  Bifhopric,  or 
ibme  additional  Territory  to  Hanover^  at  the  fame  Time 
that  {he  offered  to  withdraw  her  Troops  from  Germany^ 
the  Projeft  of  giving  an  Equivalent  to  the  Queen  of 
Hungary  would  never  have  been  fet  up  by  our  Mini- 
ile'rs,  and  the  Tranquillity  of  Europe^  or  at  leatt  of 
Germany  J  would  have  been  reftdred  before  this  Time; 
but  the  Court  of  France  knew  tdo  well  their  own 
Strength,  and  the  Nature  of  the  People  here,  to  allow 
themfelves  to  be  forced  into  any  fuch  Meafiire.  In 
this  Country,  it  is  true,  the  People  are  fometimes  a  little 
too  late  in  opening  their  Eyes,  but  we  do  open  them  at 
laft,  however  artfully  Ive  may  have  been  blindfolded  5 
and  when  we  do,  we  generally  take  a  violent,  ofteri 
too  violent  a  Turn.  This  the  Court  of  France  refolved 
to  wait  for,  becaufe  they  knew  that  the  Weight  of  a 
Land  War,  fupported  almoft  intirely  at  our  Expence, 
Would  foon  make  us  open  our  Eyes,  arid  might  then^ 
probably,  make  us  altogether  defert  the  Queen  of  Hun- 
gary^  which  would  of  courfe  render  her  Caufe  defperate, 
and  thereby  enable  the  Court  of  France  to  prefcribe 
Ivhat  Terms  they  pleafed  to  her.  In  this  Cafe  they 
forefaw,  that  it  would  be  in  their  Power  to  obtain! 
much  better  Terms  for  their  Ally  the  Emperor,  than 
they  could  e}ipe<Sl  at  the  Time  their  Troops  were  in- 
clofed  in  Prague^  and  the  People  of  this  Nation  zealous 
for  the  Support  of  that  Princefs;  for  while  that  Zeal 
continued,  even  our  Minifters  here  durfi  not  venture 
to  facrifice  the  Interefts  of  the  Queen  of  Hungary  to 
thofe  of  the  Ele£l:orate  of  Hanover^  or  at  leaft  not  f^ 
abfolutely  as  they  might  do,  after  that  Zeal  had  been 
ftifled  by  the  Weight  of  a  heavy  Land  V/ar. 

*  Thus,  Sir,  it  is  evident,  that  whether  we  were: 
/feripus  or  n"  in  the  Scheme  we  fet  up  for  giving  an 
''"^^^  ■■:■:•  H  2  %xi^' 
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Anno  !■».      Equivalent  to  the  Q^ieen  of  Hungary^  and  for  thatPar- 
Geo.  II.  j-'43.    pofe  engaging  in  a  heavy  Land  War,  it  was  the  Intercft 
^~  of  France  to  continue  the  War,  becaufe  {he  could  lofc 

nothing,  and  might  probably  obtain  the  Accomplifti- 
ment  of  all  her  Views  by  the  Continuance  of  it. 
Whereas,  if  we  had  not  encouraged  the  Queen  of  Hun- 
gary^ in  the  Hopes  of  obtaining  an  Equivalent  at  our 
Expence  ;  if  we  had  thought  of  nothing  but  preferving 
her  in  the  Pofleffion  of  what  (lie  had  not  yielded  to 
Prujftay  Saxony,  and  Sardinia  j  if  we  had  laid  afide  all 
Views  in  Favour  of  Hanover,  and  had  thought  of  no- 
thing but  fupporting  the  Qi^ieen  of  Hungary  with  our 
Money  and  Navy,  what  then  could  France  expe6l  by 
a  Continuance  of  the  War?  They  muft  have  carried 
it  on  in  Italy,  and  the  remoteft  Parts  of  Germany^  or 
they  muft  have  refolved  to  defert  both  the  Emperor  and 
King  of  Spain,  and  to  think  only  of  their  own  Defence. 
If  they  had  deferted  the  Emperor,  he  would  have  come 
to  an  Accommodation  with  the  Queen  of  Hungary, 
upon  any  Terms  we  pleafed  to  prefcribe,  in  order  to 
get  himfelf  reftored  to  his  hereditary  Dominions,  and 
dlablifhed  in  the  imperial  Throne;  and  if  the  Court 
oi  Spain  bad  found  themfelves  deferted  by  France,  they 
v/ould  have  been  glad  to  come  to  any  Terms  with  us, 
as  well  as  the  Queen  of  Hungary,  in  order  to  get  their 
Troops  back  from  Italy,  and  their  Son  Don  Carlos  left 
in  Poireffion  of  the  two  Sicilies.  Nay,  both  would  have 
been  fo  much  irritated  againft  France,  that  they  might 
have  joined  with  us  and  the  Queen  of  Hungary,  in  a 
Confederacy  againft  that  Kingdom,  and  then  we  might 
have  thought  of  making  Conquefts  upon  France,  with 
a  reaibnable  View  of  Succefs. 

<  If,  on  the  other  Hand,  Sir,  the  Court  oi  France 
had  reiblved  to  carry  on  the  V7ar  in  Italy,  and  the  re- 
.jnotell  Parts  of  Germany,  hov/  difficult,  dangerous,  and 
expenfive  would  fuch  a  War  have  been  to  them,  con- 
fidering  the  large  Sums  of  Money  we  might  have  re- 
mitted to  the  QKieen  of  Hungary  and  King  of  Sardinia, 
and  the  great  Service  our  Navy  would  have  been  of  in 
tranfporting  Provifions,  Ammunition,  and  Recruits,  to 
their  Armies,  at  the  fame  Time  that  it  would  have 
rendered  it  impoffiblc  for  France  and  h.r  Allies  to  fup- 
piy  ihcir  Annies  with  any  Thing,  unlefs  by  Land- 
Carriage, 
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Carriage,  which  would  have  been  almoft  impoffible,  ^nno  17. 
confidering  the  long  Journeys  they  muft  iiave  made,  Geo.  Ii.  743. 
and  the  Nature  of  the  Countries  they  muft  have  paffed  ^— ■"^"*"""* 
through  ?  Befides,  Sir,  the  Marching  of  fuch  numerous 
French  Armies  into  Italy ^  and  the  Empire^  would  have 
produced  great  Uneafinefs  in  the  Inhabitants  of  both 
Countries,  and  might  probably  have  induced  the  neu- 
tral Princes  and  States  in  both,  to  have  joined  with  the 
Queen  of  Hungary^  in  order  to  drive  thofe  Armies  out 
of  their  Country,  and  thereby  put  a  Stop  to  thofe  Ra- 
vages that  are  always  committed  by  foreign  Troops  in 
their  March,  even  through  neutral  Territories.  The 
French  had  before  fufFered  fo  feverely  in  Bavaria^  Au~ 
ftrla^  and  Bohe?ma^  and  the  Spaniards  in  Italy  and 
Savoy ^  that  neither  of  them,  I  believe,  would  have  chofe 
to  have  carried  on  the  War  in  thofe  Countries,  if  we 
had  refolved  to  enable  the  Queen  of  Hungary^  and  King 
of  Sardinia^  by.  large  Remittances,  to  increafe  their 
Armies  in  thofe  Parts,  inftead  of  refolving  to  affiit  tljem 
by  maintaining  ufelefs  Armies  in  Flanders^  or  upon  the 
Rhine, 

'  I  hope.  Sir,  it  is  not  yet  too  late  for  us  to  begin 
to  follow  right  Meafures :  By  refolving  upon  fuch  Mca- 
fures,  I  hope,  we  may  ftill  put  an  End  to  the  ambitious 
Views  of  France  ;  and  to  convince  that  Court  of  our 
being  refolved,  for  the  future,  to  afTift  our  Allies  upon 
the  Continent  with  nothing  but  our  Money  and  Navy, 
is  the  chief  End  of  the  Motion  I  am  to  ma-  e.  But  f 
have  another  Reafon,  which  muft  appear  equally  cc  gent 
to  every  Man,  that  wifties  well  to  the  illuftrious  Fa- 
mily now  upon  our  Throne,  and  that  is,  the  Difcon- 
tent,  and  even  DifafFe61;ion,  I  fear,  that  has  been  oc- 
cafioned  by  his  Majefty's  loading  his  Britifo  Subjeds 
with  the  maintaining  of  16, coo  of  his  Hanoverian 
Troops.  Thefe  Djfcontents  have  been  increafed  by 
its  appearing,  as  was  foretold,  that  they  could  be  of 
little  or  no  Service  to  the  common  Cauie  ;  and  by  em- 
ploying them  in  the  fame  Service  with  our  Br'it'tJJy 
Troops,  fuch  Jealoufies  and  Heartburnings  have  been 
raifed  among  the  Officers  and  Soldiers  of  our  Army  as 
may  be  of  the  moft  fatal  Confequence  to  our  prtfent 
happy  Eftablifhment,  if  an  End  be  not  very  foon  put 
to  them,  All  thefe  bad  Confequences  were  foretold, 
'  !^  3  when 
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Ajino  17.  when  it  was  firft  propofed  to  take  this  Body  of  HanQ- 
Geo.  II.  1743.  verians  into  our  Pay,  and  every  one  of  them  is  now 
*'"■"— v-"^'  ^  confirmed  by  Experience.  Nay,  the  Jealoufies  and 
Heartburnings  between  the  Britijb  and  Hanoverian 
Troops  are  rifen  to  fuch  a  Height,  that,  in  my  Opinion, 
it  will  be  dangerous  to  bring  thefe  two  Bodies  of  Meii 
into  the  fame  Camp,  and  much  more  dangerous  to 
employ  them  together  in  any  Expedition  j  therefore  I 
was  in  Epe£tation,  that  our  Minifters  would  have  ad- 
vifed  his  Majefty  not  to  continue  the  Hanoverian  Troops 
any  longer  in  the  Fay  of  Great  Britain^  and  that  he 
l?vould  have  made  the  fame  known  to  the  People,  by 
his  Speech  from  the  Throne,  at  the  Opening  of  this 
SefHon  of  Parliament.  But  as  his  Majefty  has  not  been 
pleafed  to  give  us  the  leaft  Infmuation  of  his  refolving 
either  to  alter  his  Method  of  allifting  the  Queen  of  Hun' 
gary^  or  of  bis  refolving  not  to  continue  any  longer  the 
Troops  of  Hanover  in  the  Pay  of  Great  Britain  ;  an^ 
2s  I  think  it  abfolutely  neceflary,  that  both  thefe  Refo- 
jutions  fliould  not  only  be  taken,  but  as  foon  as  poffible 
communicated  to  the  Public,  for  quieting  the  Minds 
of  our  People  at  home,  efpecially  thofe  of  our  Army, 
and  for  convincing  our  Enemies  abroad,  that  we  ar^ 
iiot  only  refolved  to  continue  our  Affiflance  to  the  Queen 
of  Hungary^  but  alfo  that  we  are  refolved  from  hence- 
forth to  continue  it,  without  any  By-view,  and  in  that 
Manner  which  will  be  mofl  eiFedual  for  her  Service, 
and  which  v/e  fhall  be  able  to  fupport  for  a  great  Num- 
ber of  Years.'  -    '  -         '    . 

This  Motion  was  feconded  by  the  Lord  Barrington^ 

who  fpoke  as  follows' :     '    ~ 

^  Sir, 

tordEariinstcn.      *  It  gives  me  great  Pleafure  to  hear  fuch  a  Motion 

'  made  in  this  Houl'e,  and  ftilj  greater   to  hear  it   made 

by  a  Gentleman,  whofe  Knowledge  and  Judgement  in 

public  Affairs  I  have  fo  good  an   Opinion  of.     Such  a 

Motion  Ihave  expelled  with  Impatience  ever  fince  the 

Beginning  of  this  Seffidn  ;  for  I  thought  fuch  an   Ad- 

drefs,  as  IS  now  propofed,  fo  abfolutely  neceflary  at  the 

Beginning  of  this  Stflion,  t"hat  if  no  other  Gentleman 

had,   1  believe,  I  fnould  have  prefumed,  notwithftand- 

iag  my  Youth  and  Want  of  Experience,  to  have  of- 

i.  ;^  '  -     —  ,  -  fered 
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fered  fome  fuch  Motion  to  your  Confideration.  I  Anno  17. 
Ihould  have  done  it  before  now,  if  I  had  not  thought  ^^°'J_^-_^743' 
that  it  would  come,  and  come  with  greater  Weight 
from  fome  Gentleman  of  more  Experience,  and  longer 
Standing  as  a  Member  of  this  Houfe.  That  our  Mi- 
nifters  have  chofen  the  wrong  Method  of  afTifting  the 
Queen  oi  Hungary  :  That  the  Method  they  have  chofen, 
will  be  leaft  effeilual  for  her  Service,  and  mofl  expen- 
frve  to  us,  is  a  Queftion  fo  plain,  that,  I  think,  I  need 
not  fpend  any  of  your  Time  in  inforcing  what  my  ho- 
nourable Friend  has  faid  upon  that  Bead.  What  I 
fhall  aim  at,  Sir,  is  to  fhew,  that  when  we  fent  our 
Troops  to  Flanders^  or  at  leaft  when  we  refolved  upon 
fending  them  there,  it  could  not  be  with  a  De/ign  to 
dllift  the  Queen  of  Hungary^  nor  with  any  other  View, 
but  that  of  furnifhing  our  Minifters  with  a  Pretence  for 
keeping  up  numerous  Armies  of  our  own,  and  loading 
the  Nation  with  maintaining  the  Armies  of  Hanover ; 
and  from  thence  I  fhall  endeavour  to  fhew  the  Neceffity 
of  our  interfering  and  offering  the  Advice  now  propofed 
to  our  Sovereign,  becaufe  we  canngt  expe6t  that  Mini- 
fters, who  have  fuch  Views,  will  ever  give  him  any 
fuch  Advice. 

As  Flanders,  Sir ^  is  of  all  others  the  Frontier  upon 
which  France  is  befi:  provided  with  fortified  Towns, 
and  confequently  the  beft  guarded  againft  any  Attack; 
as  Flanders  is  the  Place  where  the  F-ench  may,  with 
the  greateftEafe  and  fmalleft  Expence,  carry  on  a  W^ar; 
and  as  Flanders  is  the  Country  where  the  Conquefls  of 
France  will  always  be  of  the  mofi:  dangerous  Confe- 
quence  to  this  Nation  ;  therefore,  now  that  our  Allies 
the  Dutch  have  got  a  fufficient  Barrier  in  that  Country, 
and  our  Ally  the  Queen  of  Hungary  is  in  PofieiTion  of 
a  great  Part  of  it,  we  ought  certainly  to  avoid  as  much 
as  poiTible  making  that  Country  the  Seat  of  any  War, 
intended  to  be  commenced  or  carried  on  againft  France  j 
unlefs  we  were  very  fure  of  being  able  to  form  an  Army 
there  more  powerful  than  any  (he  could  fend  againft  us. 
Was  this  the  Cafe,  Sir,  vthen  our  Minifters  i^rft  re- 
folved to  fend  a  Body  of  IVoops  to  Flanders?  71ie 
Dutch  were  fo  far  from  having  made  the  leaft  Infinua- 
tion  of  their  being  refolved  to  join  us,  that  they  had,  I 
believe,  pretty  pofitively  declared  the  contrary  :  The 
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Anno  17.  Qacen  of  HtiUgary  neither  had,  nor  could  raife  anj?* 
Ceo.  II.  174.3.  great  Number  of  Troops  in  that  Country  ;  and  as  her 
hereditary  Countries  in  Germany  were  then  almoft  fur- 
rounded  \K^\ih.  French^  Bavarian^  Saxon,  znd  Pri/fftan 
Armies,  we  could  not  expe6]t  that  fhe  could  fend  any 
Troops  from  Germany  to  join  ours  in  Flanders -y  confe- 
c^uently,  fuppcfethe  16,000  Hanoverians^  booo  He jjlans ^ 
and  the  few.  Troops  the  Queen  of  Hungary  could  fpare 
from  her  Garrifons  in  Flanders^  had  been  ready  to  have 
joined  our  Troops  as  foon  as  the  firft  of  them  landed  in 
Flanders^  which  was  upon  the  9th  of  May^  1742,  and, 
confequently,  before  we  had  fo  much  as  any  Hopes  of 
a  Reconciliation  between  the  Queen  of  Hungary  and 
King  of  PruJJia :  I  fay,  fuppofe  all  thefe  foreign  Troops 
had  been  then  ready  to  have  joined  us^  and  to  have 
joined  us  with  a  Defign  to  fight  as  well  as  to  take  our 
Money,  we  could  not  have  formed  an  Army  of  50,000 
'Men  in  Flanders;  and  every  one  knew  that  France 
could,  at  ^hat  Time,  without  bringing  a  Man  back 
from  Germany^  fend  an  Army  of  near  100,000  difci- 
plined  Troops  againft  us;  therefore  it  cannot  be  fup- 
pofed,  that  our  Minifters,  let  thern  be  never  fo  roman-' 
tic,  had  then  any  Defign  to  attack  the  French  Frontier 
in  Flanders^  by  Way  of  making  a  Diverfion  in  Favour 
of  the  Q^een  of  .&;7^z7rj;.    \   '  '    ' 

*  This,  Sir,  is  to  me  a  flrong  Proof,  that  they  could 
not  have  any  fuch  Defign  ;  but  there  is  yet  a  fironge|: 
remaining,  and  fuch  a  one  as  muft  convince  every  Man, 
who  confiders  what  Cfrcum{1:ances  the  Electorate  of 
Hanover  w 2^5  in  at  that  Time.  Ni.  Adaillekois,  with 
his  French  Army,  was  then  encamped-  in  Wejiphalia^ 
upon  on«  Side  of  that  Eledorate,  and  Pripce  Jnhalt 
with  a  PruJJian  Army  upon  the  other  Side,  at  Magde- 
hurgh.  V/hen  the  ElecSorate  of  i^^^^Ji'^r  was  in  thefe 
'CnCamftances,  can  we  fuppofe  that  tlie  Elector  of 
Hanover  would  have  lent  his  Troops  with  a  real  Defign 
to  make  an  Attack  upon  France?  Can  v/e  fuppofe  that 
ihr^  Prince  of  HeJ[feSh'Q\x\^  have  lent  his  Troops  with 
'^'dy  fuch  Defign,  when  the  French  and  Prujpan  Armies 
were  (cf  near  his  Frontier?  It  is  true,  both  the  French 
"dud  FriiJJlan  Armies  were  retired,  before  either  the 
Hanoverian  or  He/fian  Troops  marched  for  Flanders ; 
l)ut  they  v.'ere  not  retired,  nor  were  there  any  Hopes 
I:  !  of 
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of  their  retiring,  when  we  firft  fent  our  Troops  to     Anno  sr« 
flanJersi^nd,  1  hope,  it  will  not  be   faid,  that  our  OebJ^ojT*^ 
Minifters  had   formed  a  Defign  to  attack  France  by  the  ^""^'^ 
Way  of  Flanders,  wi|:hout  the  Affiftance  of  any  foreign 
Troops  at  ail. 

*>  Thus,  Sir,  I  think  it  is  evident,  that  when  our 
Minifters  firft  refolved  upon  fending  a  Body  of  our  own 
Troops  to  Flanders^  they  could  have  no  Defign  to  aflift 
the  Queen  of  Hungary,  by  attacking  France  on  that 
Side  ',  and  I  fhould  be  glad  to  know  how  that  Body  6f 
Troops  could  any  other  Way  affift  her.  Surely,  it  is  not 
to  be  fuppofed,  our  Minifters  intended  that  thofe  Troops 
{hould  march  from  f landers  to  Bohemia,  in  order  to 
join  the  Queen  of  Hungary's  Armies  in  that  Kingdom. 
Such  a  Jun(Stion  was  abfolutely  impoffible,  not  only  be- 
caufe  of  the  Length  and  Difficulty  of  the  March,  but 
upon  feveral  other  Accounts :  There  were  no  Maea- 
sines  provided,  there  could  be  no  Magazines  provided 
for  fubfifting  them  upon  their  March  ;  becaufe  fome 
part  of  the  Country,  through  vvhich  they  were  to  march, 
belonged  to,  and  was  in  Pofleflion  of  the  Enemy  :  But  ^ 
fuppofe  they  could  have  been  fubfifted  upon  their  March, 
they  could  not  have  joined  the  Queen  of  Hungary's 
Troops  ;  becaufe  the  numerous  Armies  of  the  Enemy 
lay  in  their  Way,  and  would  have  intercepted  them 
upon  their  March,  before  any  fuch  Junftion  could  be 
efFeaed. 

*  Thefe,  Sir,  are  the  only  two  Ways  I  can  fbiggeft, 
by  which  our  Troops  fent  to  Flanders  could  be  of  any 
Service  to  the  Queen  of  Hungary  ;  and  if  both  thefe 
"were  at  that  Time  apparently  impoffible,  I  may,  I  think, 
conclude,  that  by  fending  that  Body  of  Troops  to  Flan- 
ders,  our  Minifters  could  have  no  Defign  to  affift  the 
Queen  of  Hungary.  What  then  could  be  their  Defign  ? 
One  Part  of  it  is  very  plain.  The  Difpofal  of  Com- 
miffions  and  Preferments  in  the  Army,  is,  wt  know, 
of  great  Service  to  a  Minifter,  efpecially  at  his  firft  En- 
trance into  Power  ;  therefore  he  was  ref(  Ived  to  raife 
and  keep  up  a  much  greater  Number  of  Troops  than 
the  Parliament  would  agree  fhould  be  kept  up  at  home: 
This  made  it  necefiary  to  fend  fome  Part  o\  the  Army, 
he  intended  to  keep  up,  abroad  ;  and  for  doing  fo,  the 
popular  Service  of  the  Que?n  of  Hungary  was  pretended. 
»  ■  ^  That 
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Anno  I".  That  this  was  one  Part  oF  the  Defign  is,  I  think,  not 
Geo.  II.  1743.^  only  plain,  but  certain.  But  in  fending  our  Troops 
abroad,  there  was,  I  believe,  a  farther  Defign.  A 
Minifter  muft  depend  for  his  Continuance  in  Power, 
either  upon  the  Favour  of  his  Prince,  or  the  Favour  of 
his  Country.  He  who  places  his  Dependence  upon  the 
Favour  of  his  Country,  will  difdain,  nay,  he  muft  re- 
foive  not  to  humour  his  Prince  in  his  Pailions  and  Pre- 
judices, efpeciaily  thofe  that  are  inconfiftent  with  the 
Glory  or  Happinefs  of  his  Country.  But  a  Minifter 
who  never  had  any  Pretence  to  popular  Favour,  who, 
if  he  ever  had  any,  made  a  Sacrifice  of  it  by  his  Man- 
ner of  getting  into  Power,  fuch  a  Minifter  muft  place 
his  whole  Dependence  upon  the  Favour  of  his  Prince, 
and  muft  go  greater  Lengths  in  humouring  his  Prinee's 
iavourite  Paftions  and  Prejudices,  than  ever  any  Minifter 
did  before  him. 

'  From  this  Confideration,  Sir,  I  am  perfuaded,  that 
the  taking  of  16,000  Hanoverians  into  our  Pay,  was 
xefolved  on  previous  to  the  Refolution  of  our  fending  a 
Body  of  Troops  abroad,  and  with  the  other  that  1  have 
mentioned,  was  the  real  Caufe  of  our  refolving  to  fehd 
any  of  our  own  Troops  to  Flanders.  Whilft  the  Ha- 
noverian Troops  remained  in  the  Ele£lorate,  no  Pre- 
tence could  be  formed  for  taking  them  into  Britijh  Pay: 
If  they  had  been  fent  into  Bohemia,  they  might  have 
been  of  fome  Service  to  the  Queen  of  Hungary;  though 
from  the  Experience  we  have  in  former  Times,  and 
lately  had  of  them,  I  do  not  think  they  could  have  been 
of  much :  However,  their  marching  thither,  or  even  a 
Stipulation  for  their  marching  thither,  would  have  given 
Umbrage  to  France  and  Prujfta^  and  drawn  both  M. 
Mailkbois  and  Prince  Anhalt  into  the  Electorate  of 
Hanover ;  therefore  Flanders  was  the  only  Place  they 
could  be  fafely  fent  to,  in  order  to  intitle  them  to  be 
taken  into  Britijh  Pay  ;  and  as  a  Pretence  for  bringing 
them  there,  a  Body  of  our  own  Troops  was  to  be  fent 
there  before  them. 

'  It  may  be  faid,  Sir,  that  this  could  not  but  give 
Umbrage  to  France,  as  much  as  if  they  had  been  fent 
into  Bohemia  ;  but  I  have  alfeady  Ihewn  why  it  could 
not.  France  very  well  knew,  that  in  Flanders^  the 
whole  Army  we  could  draw  together,  whilft  the  Dutch 

remained 
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remained  neutral,  could  not  begin  to  a£l  with  any  Pro-  Anno  s?. 
Dability  of  Succefs ;  therefore  they  concluded,  that  thefe  Geo.  il.  1743, 
Troops  were  to  be  fent  there,  with  no  other  View  but 
to  make  a  Parade,  in  order  to  amufe  the  People  here, 
and  to  make  them  fquander  a  very  large  Sum  of  Money, 
which  France  will  always  have  great  Reafon  to  rejoice 
at.  They  are  not  jealous  of  Hanover :  They  are,  and 
have  more  Reafon  to  be  jealous  of  this  Nation,  than  of 
any  other  in  the  World  |  therefore  they  cannot  but  re- 
joice at  feeing  us  enter  into  any  chimerical  Proje6^, 
that  may  prevent  our  being  able  to  clear  our  public 
^Revenue  of  its  prefent  Incumbrance  ;  and  I  muft  fay, 
we  have  for  many  %^ears  pafl  given  them  but  too  fre- 
quently good  Caufe  to  rejoice  upon  that  Head.  France 
could  not,  therefore,  take  the  leaft  Umbrage,  or  be 
any  Way  difoblised,  at  the  Eledior  of  Ha7iQver\  fend- 
ing, or  engaging  to  fend,  a  Body  of  his  Troops  to 
Flanders  at  our  Expence ;  nor  would  the  French  or 
PruJJians^  upon  that  Account,  have  attacked  Hanover ^ 
even  though  the  16,000  Hanoverians  had  begun  their 
IVIarch  as  foon  as  our  Troops  began  to  embark  for 
Flanders. 

*  This  I  am  convinced  of.  Sir,  from  the  known 
Circumflances  of  Things ;  and  if  I  knew  all  the  Secrets 
of  the  Hanover  Cabinet,  I  fhould,  I  believe,  have  more 
Reafon  to  be  convinced  of  it.  From  thence,  perhaps, 
it  might  appear,  that  the  Court  of  France  were  told  by 
fome  Hanover  Minifter:  Tou  fee  how  zealous  the  People 
^England  are  for  ajjiji'ing  the  ^een  ^Hungary  :  This 
%eal  has  furnijhed  us  with  an  Opportunity  for  choufin^ 
them  of  a  pretty  large  Sum  of  Money  :  For  this  Purpofe 
we  are  to  fend  a  large  Body  of  our  Troops  into  Flanders, 
to  join  a  Body  of  Englifh  Troops  to  be  firfi  fent  there  ; 
hut  you  are  fenfible  that  this  can  do  you  no  Prejudice^  nor 
the  ^een  ^Hungary  any  Service^  therefore  zue  hope  you 
will  not  take  it  amifs,  I  am  far  from  affirming,  Sir, 
that  ever  any  fuch  Speech  was  made  to  the  Court  of 
France;  but  fuch  a  Thing  is  pofTibJe  :  And  I  cannot 
help  obferving,  that  the  Count  de  Bulau,  Great  Cham- 
berlain CO  the  Eledor  of  Hanover^  arrived  at  Pa^is  the 
beginning  of  March,  1 741-2,  about  his  private  Affairs^ 
as  feme  of  our  News- Papers  faid  ;  but  others  intimated, 
3  that 
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Anno  17.      that  he  was  charged  with  a  private  Commiilion,  which 
Geo.  II.  1743.   j^jg^j.  peihaps  be  in  Relation  to  this  Body  of  Hamve- 
*      ~'""  —'  rian  Troops  that  was   then  refolved  to  be  taken  int© 
Brlt'ijl^  Pay. 

'  1  hope,  Sir,  1  have  now  fhewn,  to  the  Satisfaction 
of  moft  of  this  auguft  Aflembly,  that  when  our  Troops 
were  fent  to  Flanders^  they  could  not  be  fent  thither 
;with  a  Defign  to  aflift  the  Queen  of  Hungary,  nor  with 
any  other  View  but  that  of  furnifhing  our  Minifters 
with  a  Pretence  for  keeping  up  numerous  Armies  of  our 
bwn,  and  loading  this  Nation  with  a  great  Part  of  the 
Army  uf  Hanover.  Thefe,  I  believe,  were  at  firft  the 
only  Views  our  Minifters  had  ;  but  when  the  Succefs 
of  the  "Queen  oi  Hungary  s  Arms  in  Germany^  and  the 
falling  off  of  Prujpa  and  Saxony  from  their  Alliance 
with  the  Emperor,  had  locked  up  the  French  Army  in 
Frague^  put  her  in  PoffefTion  of  Bavaria,  and  drawn 
M.  Matilebois  out  of  Wejlphalia,  the  ElecSorate  of 
Hanover  being  then  freed  from  any  Apprehenfions  of 
an  Attack,  our  Minifters  here  perhaps  began  to  form 
fome  new  Schernes  in  Favour  of  that  Ekaorate.  The 
"fame  Motives  that  prevailed  with  them  to  fprm  a 
Scheme  for  taking  the  Hanoverian  Troops  into  the 
Pay  of  Great  Britain,  might  very  probably  induce  them 
to  form  a  Scheme  for  getting  feme  additional  Terri- 
tory to  Hanover^  by  the  Event  of  the  War,  as  well  as 
"geiting  a  large  Sum  of  Money  yearly  from  England  by 
fts  Continuance.  For  this  Purpofe,  theQiieen  of  Hun- 
gary was  to  be  difTuaded  from  hearkening  to  any  Propo- 
sals of  Peace,  which  the  Succefs  of  her  Arms  then  forced 
the  Emperor  and  France  to  niake  to  her  5  and  in  order 
to  do  this  the  more  effedually,  fhe  was  to  be  encoura- 
ged to  attempt  to  make  Conquefts  upon  France^  at  al- 
Bioft  the  Tole  Expenceof  England,  We  then,  perhaps, 
bet'an  to  be  not  quite  fo  mindfu!  of  keeping  Terms 
with  the  Court  of  France  %  arid  this,  with  the  Clamours 
here  at  home,  prevailed  with  our  Minifters  to  fend 
their  Flanders  Army  into  Germany. 
'  '  But  for  what  was  it  fent  there,  Sir  >  not  to  fight, 
but  to  make  a  Parade,  and  to  amufe  the  People  here 
with  our  having  driven  the  French  Troops  out  of  Ger- 
many,  though  the  French  Court  had  refolved,  and  were 
.  preparing 


.         .     [    "7    ]     . 

preparing  to  withdraw  their  Troops  from  Germany^  Anno  17. 
before  our  Army  marched  thither.  Luckily  for  our  Geo.  ii.  1743. 
Minifters,  confidering  what  afterwards  happened,  our 
Generals  brought  our  Army  into  fuch  a  Situation,  that 
the  French  General  thought  he  was  fure  of  an  eafy  and 
compleat  Vi6lory ;  and  his  Difappointment,  which  was 
owing  chiefly  to  the  Mifcondudl  of  his  inferior  Generals^ 
furnifhed  our  Minifters  with  that  Amufement  for  the 
Populace,  which  has  fince  been  called,  The  glorious^ 
ViSiory  at  Dettingen.  This,  I  fay,  was  lucky  for  our 
Minifters,  becaufe  otherwife  they  could  not  have  had 
fo  much  as  a  Pretence  for  faying,  that  with  this  Army 
we  ever  intended  to  do  any  real  Service  to  the  Queen 
of  Hungary.  But,  I  hope,  it  will  likewife  be  lucky 
for  the  Nation ;  becaufe  it  has  convinced  every  Man  of 
what  was  before  generally  fufpeded,  that  our  Merce- 
naries may  prevent,  but  never  will  contribute  to  our 
Viftory.  This  every  common  Soldier  among  the  Bri- 
///^Troops  is  convinced  of;  and  this,  together  with 
the  Partiality  that  was  laft  Year  Ihewn  to  our  foreign 
Mercenaries,  has  raifed  among  our  own  Troops  fuch  a 
Hatred  and  Contempt  for  the  Hanoverians,  that  they 
never  can  be  joined  in  the  fame  Army,  if  that  Army  be 
really  defigned  for  A6lion. 

*  1  fay,  Sir,  if  that  Army  be  really  defigned  for  Ac- 
tion j  for  I  very  much  queftion,  if  our  Minifters  defiga 
that  our  Army  (hould  a^  againft  France.  They  defire 
the  Continuance  of  the  War,  becaufe  the  longer  it  con- 
tinues, the  longer  they  will  have  a  Pretence  for  keeping 
the  Hanoverians  in  tne  Pay  of  Great  Britain  :  They 
defire,  I  believe,  that  the  Queen  of  Hungary^s  Arrrfles 
fhould  have  fome  Succefs  againft  France  y  but  as  the 
Hanoverian  Troops  are  to  be  prefervtd,  in  order  to  be 
paid,  our  Minifters  do  not  defire  that  they  (hould  have 
any  Share  of  the  Glory  or  Danger  ;  and  if  our  Mini- 
fters wifti,  that  the  Ci.ieen  of  Hungary^  Armies  ftjould 
meet  with  Succefs,  it  is  not  with  any  real  View  of  in- 
creafing  her  Power,  or  procuring  her  any  Equivalent, 
but  becaufe  it  may  force  the  Emperor  and  France  to 
offer  fuch  Terms  of  Peace,  as  may  increafe  the  Domi- 
nions and  Power  of  the  Electorate  of  Hanover.  Thcfe 
are  the  real  Views,  Sir,  of  our  Minifter:  Thefe  Views 
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Anno  37.  nec^iTarily  proceed  from  his  Situation:  An  unpopuW 
Ceo.  II.  .1743.^  and  detefted  Minifter  muft  think  of  courting  the  Fa- 
vour pf  his  Prince,  and  of  that  alone.  For  this  Pur- 
pofe  he  muft  humour  and  flatter  his  favourite  Paffions 
and  Prejudices,  let  them  be  never  fo  incorififtent  with 
the  Intereft  or  Happinefs  of  this  Nation.  Can  we 
expedl,  that  fuch  a  Minifter  will  ever  give  honeft  and 
iincere  Advice  to  his  Sovereign,  in  any  Cafe  where  it 
muft  evidently  clafh  with  his. Sovereign's  moft  favourite 
Paflion  or  Prejudice?  Can  we  expe6l,  that  fuch  a 
Minifter  will  ad vife  his  Majefty  not  to  continue  the 
Hanoverian  Troops  any  longer  in  Briiijh  Pay. 

*  Sir,  if  fuch  an  Advice  could  have  been  given  hy 
any  Minifter,  it*  would  have  been  given  before  the 
Meeting  of  this  Parliament,  and  we  fhould  have  heard 
of  it  in  his  Majefty's  Speech  from  the  Throne  :  If  it 
liad  bee^ihoneftly  given,  and  the  Reafonablenefs  of  it 
freely  and  boldly  enforced,  1  arn  convinced  his  Majefty 
would  have  complied  with  it;  for  he  is  fo  gracious,  that 
?he  will  ahvays  be  ready  to  facrifice  his  moft  darling 
Paffion  or  Prejudice,  when  he  perceives  it  to  be  incon- 
fiftent  with  the  Intereft  or  Happinefs  of  his  People, 
We  may,  therefore,  be  convinced,  that  it  neither  has 
been,  nor  ever  will  be  given  by  our  Minifters ;  coii- 
fequently,  as  Members  of  this  Houfe,  we  are  in  Duty 
bound  to  fupply  this  Ddt^  in  our  Minifters,  and  to 
give  our  Sovereign  that  wholefome  Advice,  which,  wc 
Sndj.none  of  his  Minifters  will  venture  to  give  him. 
This,  Sir,  is  our  Duty;  and  as  the  Circumftances  of 
^/^r^/*^  require  the  utmpft  Difpatch  in  all  our  Refolu- 
tions,  we  ought  to  perform  this  Duty  as  foon  as  poffi- 
ble,  that  the  Queen  of  Hungary  may  know  what  flie 
has  to  truft  to;  and  that,  if  we  increafe  our  Grants  ta 
her,  £he  may  have  Time  to  apply  them  towards  mak- 
ing new  Levies,  fo  as  to  have  them  ready  to  acSt  by  the 
Beginning  of  next  Carnpajgn. 

*  Thefe  are  the  Reafons,  Sir,  which  made  me  expert 
this  Motion  with  Impatience  :  For  thefe  Reafons,  I 
heartily  concur  with  my  honourable  Friend;  and 
therefore  I  fecond  the  Motion  he  has  been  pleafed  to 
make.' 

To 
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To  thefe  two  Gentlemen  it  was  replied,  by  the  Hon.     '^''"J  ^^• 
William  Murray,  his  Majefty's  Sollicitor-General,  to  ^°'    '^_^^^ 
the  following  EfFed : 
'  Sir, 
*  The  Motion  now  under  our  Confideration  is  of  Hon.  William 
fuch  a  new  and  extraordinary  Nature,  and  fuch  a  dire6t     '^"*^' 
Attack  upon  the  Prerogative  of  the  Crown,  that  I  fhould 
think  myfelf  very  little  deferving  of  the  Honour  his  Ma- 
jefty  has  been  pleafed  to  confer  upon  me,  if  I  fate  ftill, 
and   heard  fuch  a  Motion  made   without   faying  any 
Thing  againft  it.     Every  Gentleman,  who  has  the  Ho- 
nour to  be  a  Member  of  this   Houfe,  and  views   the 
Queftion  in  the  fame  Light  I  do,  is  in  Duty  bound  to 
give  his  Vote  againft  it ;  but  from  the  Poft  I  hold  under 
the  Grown,  I  think  myfelf  obliged  to  give  my  Reafons 
againft  the  Motion,  as  well  as   my   Negative   to  the 
Queftion.     By  our  Gonftitution,  Sir,  the   Crown  has 
its  Powers  and  Prerogatives,  as  well  as  the  People  their 
Liberties   and   Privileges  :    The  Overthrow   of  either 
would  be  an  Overthrow  of  our  h^ppy  Gonftitution ,  and 
no  violent  Attack  has  ever  yet  been  made  upon  the  for- 
mer, but  what  ended  in  the  Deftrudion  of  the  latter  5 
therefore,  as  Members  of  this  Houfe,  and  as  Guardians 
of  the  Liberties  of  the  People,  we  are  obliged  to  protect 
the  Prerogatives  of  the  Grown,  and  to  be  careful  never 
to  make   any  Encroachment  upon  them.     Among  the 
Prerogatives  of  the  Grown,  one  of  the  chief  is,  that  the 
King  has  not  only  the  fole  Power   of  declaring  Waf, 
but  the  fole  Command  and  Direction  of  its  Profecution. 
He  alone  is  to  judge  and  determine  how  and  in  what 
Manner  ;  with  what  Forces,  and  what  Sort  of  Forces, 
the  War  is  to  be   carried  on  ;  how  our  Armies  are  to 
march,  or  our  Squadrons  to  fail ;  and  when  they  are  to 
attack,  or  when  keep  upon  the  Defenffve.     All  this,  I 
fay,  the  King  has,  by  his  Prerogative,  the  fole  Di red! ion 
of  J  but  if  this  Motion  Ihould  be  agreed  to^  I  (liould  not 
be  at  all  furprized  to  fee  a  venerable  Member  of  this 
Houfe,  who  perhaps  never  was  out  of  the  Ifland,  nor  ever 
faw  an  Army  or  a-  Squadron  ip  his  Life,  rifing  lip,  and 
gravely  moving  to  addrefs  his  Majefty,  to  order  his  Army, 
or  his  Squadron,  to  engage  the  Enemy,  without  knowing 
any  Thing  of  the  Situation  or  Circumftances  of  either. 

*  Gentlemen  may  fmile,'Sir,  at  this  Inference;  but 
I  muft  think  that  fuch  a  Motion  would  be  full  as  tea- 
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Geo.  II.  1743.   nothing  of  the  prefent  Circumftances  or  Views  of  any 
*-     ' '"~    -'*  one  Court  in  Europe^  except  what  we  have  learned  from 
common  News-Papers,  which  is  a  Sort  of  Knowledge 
that  is  not,  I  am  fure,,  to  be  depended  on  j  it  is  impoffi- 
ble  for  us  to  judge  what  is  the  beft  Method  for  giving 
effectual  Affiftance  to  the  Queen  of  Hungary  ;  arid  if  it 
can  be  fuppofedjthat  pur  affifting  h.^r  with  our  Money  and 
our  N  avy  will  be  any  Way  effectual,  furely  our  ailifting  her 
with  our  Troops,  as  ,well  as  our  Money  and  our  Navy,  will 
be  more  effectual.  The  beft  and  mofl  certain  Way  of  judg- 
ing in  this  Caiefor  us,  is  to  judge  by  theEfFeds^'and  from 
them  if  we  form  a  Judgment,  we  muft  concludej  th^t 
his  Majefty  has  chofe  the   beft  Method  for  giving  her 
Affiftance.   Let  us  confider  theCircUmft^ncesof  £«r5/>^j 
when  our  Minifters  firft  refolved  to  fend  our  Troops  to 
Flanders^  and  compare  them  with  the  prefent :    If  we 
do,  muft  we    not  acknowledge,  that   a  happy  Change 
has  been  brought  about  in  that  ftlort  Period  of  Time  ? 
I  know  it  may  be,  and  has  been  faid,  that  this  Change 
.  has  been  brought  about  by  the  Bravery  of  the  Queen  of 
Hungary^s  Troops,  and  the  bad  Conduct  of  the  Frencb 
Generals  -,  but  in  all  political  Events,  it,  is  eafy  to  af- 
lign  other  Reafons  befides  the  true  one.     I  fhall  readily 
acknowledge  the  Bravery  of  the  Queen  of  Hungarfs 
Troops,  and  the  Fidelity  of  her  Subjects;  but  they  muft 
have  been    overwhelmed   by    Numbers,  if  Prujfta  and 
Saxony  had  not  been  br:)ught  ofF  from  theFrench  Alliance; 
and  though  this  did  not  happen,  till  fome  Time  after 
we  began  to  fend  our  Troops  to  Flanders,  yet  it  is  highly 
probable,  that  our  reColving  upon  that  Meafure  had  ail 
Effect  upon   the  Counfels  of  both  thefe   Princes;  for 
from  that  Meafure  they  perceived,  that  this  Nation  had 
then  begun,  and  was  refolved  to  a£t  vigoroufly,  and  with 
all  its  force,  for  the  Support  of  the  Queen  of  Hungary, 
which  would  render  the  Succef^  oif  the  Schemes  they  had 
then  in  View  much  more  precarious ;  and  at  the  fame 
Time  it  left  them  more  at  Liberty  to  (hew  their  Re- 
fentment,  upon  the  ill  Treatment  they  had  met  with, 
o   might  meet  with,  from  France^     It  may  therefore  be. 
reafor.ably  fuppofed,  that  this  Defedion^  ivhich  I  look 
on  as  the  i^ra  of  the  Queen  of  Hungarfs  Triumphs, 
was  chiefly  owing  to  our  refolving  to  fend  a  Body  of  our 
Troops  to  Flanders,  *  B(i£ 
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*  But  this,  Sir,  was  far  from  being  the  only  good  Ef-  Anno  17. 
fe6l.  It  has  been  admitted  in  this' Debate,  and  it  is  ^^°- ^^' '743* 
very  well  known,  that  France  bad  then  abc  ve  loo^ooo 
regular  Troops  on  Footj  befide  thofe  emp!o)ed  in  Ger- 
many, If  that  Court  had  thought  themfclves  in  no  Dan- 
ger at  home,  v/hat  could  have  hindered  them  from  pour- 
ing in  their  whole  Army  into  Germany^  which  with  the 
Emperor's  Forces  and  the  Armies  they  had  there  before^ 
would  have  formed  fuch  a  numerous  and  powerful  Army 
as  the  Queen  of  Hungary^  with  all  her  Forces,  could 
ROt  have  withflood  ?  This  they  might  certainly  have 
done :  This  they  would  probably  have  done  ;  but  our 
fending  our  Troops  to  Flanders  made  the  Court  of  France 
apprehend  an  Attack  at  home,  which  made  it  danger- 
ous for  them  to  fend  their  difciplined  Troops  out  of  the 
Kingdom.  'Tis  true,  we  could  not  without  the  Dr^tcb 
propofe  to  form  an  Army  of  above  50,000  Men  in  Flan- 
ders ;  but  the  French  Court  could  not  be  certain  that 
the  Dutch  \voM\d  not  fuddenly  refolve  to  join  us|  and  if 
they  had,  as  their  Troops  were  all  in  the  Neighbourhood, 
they  might,  in  a  few  Days,  have  joined  our  Army  with 
50,000  Men,  which  would  have  made  the  Allied  Army 
100,000  ;  and  this  would  have  been  equal  to  any  Army 
the  French  could  have  brought  againft  us. 

'  Befides  this.  Sir,  the  French  neither  did,'  nor  could 
Jcnow,  where -we  defigned  to  begin  the  Attack.  We 
might  have  begun  it  upon  Dunkirk  ;  we  might  have  be- 
gun it  upon  the  Side  of  Z.-(?rr <?/;?,  which  borders  upon  the 
Queen  of  Hungary's  Province  of  Luxemhurgh  5  and  as 
thefe  two  Countries  are  very  diftant  the  one  from  the 
other  5  as  the  French  Troops  muft  make  a  great  Circuit 
round  the  Aiijirian  Netherlands^  in  marching  from  one 
of  thefe  Countries  to  the  other,  they  were  obliged  to 
keep  great  Bodies  of  regular  Troops  in  both,  as  well  as 
along  their  whole  Frontier  between  the  two,  in  order 
to  be  ready  to  defend  themfelves,  wherever  v/e  fiiould 
begin  the  Attack.  In  thefe  Circumftances,  even  an  Ar- 
my of  50,odo  Men  muil  oblige  them  to  keep  near  dou- 
ble that  Number  upon  their  Frontier^  and  the  Uncer- 
tainty they  were  in  with  regard  to  the  Duich^  who  had 
refolved  upon  a  third  Augmentation  of  their  Troops, 
about  the  fame  Time  that  we  refolved  upon  fending  a 
Body  of  ours  to  Flanders^  ciuld  not  but  make  it  necef" 
fary  for  the  French  to  keep  above  lOO.coo  Men  upon 
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Anno  17.  tiiat  extenHve  Frontier,  which  was  in  Danger  of  bdng 
Geo.  II.  1743.  attacked  by  the  Allied  Army.  Therefore  it  muft  bfe 
acknowledged,  that  our  beginning  to  form  an  Army  in 
Flanders y  -in  the  Year  1742,  difabled  the  French  from- 
fending  the  neceflary  Reinforcements  into  Germany,  and 
this  enabled  the  Queen  of  Hungary  to  make  thofe  Ad- 
vantages of  the  Retreat  of  the  FruJJian  and  jS^a-^w  Troops^ 
which  would  otherwife  have  been  prevented  by  the  Ar-- 
rival  of  new,  and  numerous  French  Armies. 

*•  As  the  Dutch  continued  obftinate  in  their  pacific 
Sentiments :  As  there  were  no  Hopes^  of  bringing  them 
off  from  their  beloved  Neutrality,  the  Defign  of  mak- 
ing an  Attack  upon  France,  by  the  Way  of  Flanders ^ 
was  laid  afide  ;  and  it  was  refolved  to  employ  our  Army 
there,  in  aflifting  to  drive  the  French  Troops  entirely 
out  of  Gerfnany^  that  fo  the  Emperor,  being  left  defti- 
tute  of  all  Support,  might  the  more  eafily  be  induced  to 
agree  to  ftich  Terms,  as  would  eftablilh  upon  a  firm 
Bafis  the  Tranquillity  of  his  native  Country,  and  the 
Balance  of  Power  in  Europe.  For  this  Purpofe  our 
Troops  began  to  march  from  Flanders  towards  Germany 
early  in  the  Spring,  and  their  March  had  fuch  an  EfFed^, 
that  Germany  is  now  entirely  free  from  French  Troops; 
the  Queen  of  Flungary  is  in  FofTeilion  of  the  Emperor*s 
hereditary  Countries,  and  the  French,  inftead  of  being 
the  Invaders  of  other  People's  Territories,  are  now 
hardly  able  to  defend  their  own. 

*  Upon  the  Side  of  Germany,  Sir,  thefe  are  the  Ef- 
fects of  the  Method  his  Majeily  has  chofen  for  ailifting 
the  Queen  oi  Hungary,  aad  upon  the  Side  of  Italy,  the- 
Effects  are  equally  happy.  There  indeed,  our  Navy 
has  been  of  great  Ufe  to  us  ;  but  by  our  Navy  alone, 
thefe  EfFeds  could  not  have  been  produced  3  for  if  we 
had  not,  by  fending  our  Troops  to  Flanders,  raifed  Ap- 
prehenfions  in  the  French,  of  having  their  own  Fron- 
tier attacked,  they  would  probably  have  fent  fuch  a  con- 
fiderable  Body  of  their  Troops  to  the  A-iliftance  of  the 
Spaniards  in  Savoy,  as  might  have  enabled  them  to  force 
-their  Way  into  Italy,  and,  perhaps,  to  compel  the  King 
oi  Sardinia  to  fubmit  to  their  Terms  ;  but  by  our  raifing. 
thofe  Apprehenfions  in  the  French,  and  thereby  difabling 
them  from  fending  any  Reinforcement  to  the  Spaniards^ 
the  latter  have  been  obliged  to  remain  in  Savoy  ;  the 
King  of  Sardinia  remains  firm  to  his  Alliance  with  the 
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Queen  of  Hungary  \  the   Duke   of  Modena   has  been     Anno  ?7. 
Itript  of  his  Duchy,  and  the  King  of  the  'Two  Sicilies  Geo.  ii.  1743. 
has  been  obh'ged  to  withdraw  hisTVoops  from  that  Army 
oi  Spaniards^  which,  by  the  Negle6t  or  Pufillanimity  of 
a  former  Minifler,  was  allowed  to  be  tranfported  by  Sea 
to  Italy. 

<  Thus,  Sir,  we  fee,  that  upon  every  Side  the  mofl 
happy  EfFe(Ss  have  been  produced  by  the  Method  his 
Majefty  has  chofen  for  aflifting  the  Queen  o^  Hungary  ; 
and,  from  thence,  I  think,  I  have  Reafon  to  conclude, 
that  it  is  the  bed  Method  his  Majefty  could  have  chof^ri, 
and  that  it  ought  not  to  be  altered,  unlefs  fome  new 
and  extraordinary  Kventfhould  make  an  Alteration  very 
apparently  necefTary.  If,  then,  it  be  neceflary  to  affilt 
the  Queen  of  Hungary  with  Troops,  as  well  as  with  our 
Money  and  our  Navy  ;  I  hope,  it  will  not  be  faid,  that 
we  can  affift  her  effectually  with  our  own  Troops  alone, 
and  without  taking  any  foreign  Troops  into  our  Pay  5 
for  if  this  fhould  be  refolved  on,  it  would  be  neceffary 
to  increafe  our  national  Land-Forces  to  double  or  tre- 
ble what  we  have  at  prefent  on  Foot;  and  no  one,  I 
believe,  will  fay  that  this  would  be  confiftent,  either 
with  the  Prefervation  of  our  Conftitution,  or  the  Pre- 
fervation  of  our  Trade.  From  hence  I  muft  conclude, 
that  in  order  to  aflift  the  Queen  of  Hungary  effectually, 
and  in  that  Manner  which  has  already  produced  fo  happy 
EfFetSls,  we  muft  have  foreign  Troops  in  our  Pay ;  and, 
till  it  is  made  plain  to  me,  that  we  can  have  the  fame 
Number  of  foreign  Troops  from  fome  other  Potentate, 
and  at  as  cheap  a  Rate,  as  we  have  this  Body  of  Hano-- 
verians,  I  muft  be  againft  the  prefent  Motion  ;  and 
fhould,  till  then,  be  againft  it,  even  fuppofing  I  were 
convinced  of  its  being  perfecSlly  agreeable  to  our  Con- 
ftitution. 

*  As  to  the  Infinuations  that  have  been  thrown  out 
in  this  Houfe,  and  induftrioufly  fpread  without  Doors, 
of  the  Cov/ardice  of  the  Ha7iover  Troops  ;  of  their  dif- 
obeying  the  Orders  of  our  Generals,  and  of  the  Jealou- 
fies  and  Heartburnings  that  have  arifen  between  them 
and  our  Britijh  Troops,  I  have  made  all  the  Inquiry  I 
could  into  the  Truthof  thefe  Infmuations ;  and  I  find, 
they  proceed  entirely  from  thofe  Jealoufies  and  Ani- 
mofities  that  naturally  arife,  and  always  do  arife,  be- 
tween Troops  of  diff^erent  Nations,  when  united  in  the 
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Anno  17.  fame  Army*  Thofe  Inftances  of  Cowardice,  which  t 
Ceo.  II.  1743.  have  heard  mentioned,  feem  all  to  me  to  be  Inftances 
rather  of  a  firi6t  Difcipline,  than  of  any  Cowardice  j 
and,  by  all  the  Accounts  I  have  been  able  to  colle£l-, 
the  Hanoverian  Troops  feem  to  me  to  be  fo  much  under 
Difcipline,  and  fo  much  Mafters  of  it,  that  no  Danger,  no 
nor  even  Succefs  itfelf,  can  make  them  neglect  it  or  break 
through  it  ;  which,  according  to  the  Opinion  of  all  the 
old  Officers  1  have  converfed  with,  is  of  greater  Ufe  in 
^n  Army,  and  more  ferviceable  in  the  Day  of  Batile, 
than  a  rafli  Forwardnefs,  and  ungovernable  Impetuofity. 
If  there  was  any  feeming  NegleS:  of  the  Orders  of  our 
Generals,  I  am  convinced,  it  proceeded  from  feme 
Miftake,  either  in  thofe  that  delivered,  or  thofe  that 
received  the  Orders,  and  not  fr^m  any  wilful  Difobedi- 
ence  ;  and  the  Difputes  that  arofe  between  the  Britijh 
and  Hanoverian  Troops,  were  either  about  Qi^jarters, 
Forage,  Provifions,  or  in  relation  to  the  Courage  of  the 
two  Nations,  which  are  Difputes  that  never  fail  to  arife 
between  the  Troops  of  different  Nations,  and  often  do 
arife  between  the  Soldiers  of  different  Regiments  ;  but 
thefe  Difputes  may  eafily  be  prevented  from  rifmg  to 
any  Height,  by  a  prudent  Conduit  in  the  Ofncers,  ef- 
pecially  the  General  in  Chief,  and  are  rather  of  a  good 
than  a  bad  Confequence  in  a  Day  of  Battle  ;  becaufe  they 
raife  an  Emulation  in  the  different  Corpes,  which  con- 
tributes to  the  good  Behaviour  of  both.  As  to  the  Par- 
tiality, which,  it  is  pretended,  was  fhewn  to  the  Hano^ 
verian  Troop?,  I  never  could  find  the  lead:  Ground  for 
the  Infmuation  j  for  if  they  were  ever  furnifhed  with 
greater  Plenty,  or  a  better  Sort  of  Provifions  or  Forage, 
by  all  the  Inquiries  I  have  been  able  to  make,  it  feems 
to  have  proceeded  from  their  Commiffaries  and  Provedi- 
tors  being  better  acquainted  with  the  Country,  and  more 
Mafters  of  the  Language,  perhaps  more  Mafters  of  their 
Bufmefs  too,  than  thofe  that  were  employed  as  Com- 
miffaries and  Proveditors  for  the  Britijh  Troops. 

'  From  all  which,  I  hope,  it  v/ill  appear.  Sir,  that 
this  Body  oi  Hanoverian  Troops  may  be  as  ufeful  to  us, 
and  as  ferviceable  to  the  Common  Caufe,  as  any  equal 
Number  of  foreign  Troops  we  can  take  into  our  Pay  ; 
2nd  if  this  be  fo,  I  can  fee  no  Reafon  for  our  difmiffing 
them,  as  long  as  we  have  Occafion  for  keeping  any  fo- 
reien  Troops  in  our  Pay  ^  at  leaftj  we  ought  not  tt) 
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difmirs  them,  much  lefs  ought  we  to  advife  his  Majefty     Ann©  17. 
to  difmirs  them,  unlefs  we   were  fure  of  being  able   to  ^^°  ^^'  '743« 
fupply  their  Place  by  an  equal  Number  of  fome  other 
foreign  Troops,  which,  I  believe,  no  Gentleman  in  this 
Houfe  can  pretend  to  be  fure  of. 

*  Whether  this  Houfe  ought,  in  any  Cafe,  to  offer 
their  Advice  to  their  Sovereign,  is  a  Queftion,  Sir,  that 
from  the  Nature  of  our  Conftitucion  might  admit  of 
fome  Difpute  ;  becaufe  it  is  very  certain,  that  this  Houfe 
was  not  defigned,  by  its  original  Inftitution,  to  advife, 
but  to  confent,  as  appears  from  the  very  Words  of  the 
Writ,  the  antient  Form  of  v/hich  is  flill  pr^ferved. 
However,  the  Pra6lice  has  been  fo  frequent  for  a  Cen- 
tury paft,  that  wefeem  to  be  in  FoiTeffion,  and  there- 
fore 1  ll^all  not  difpute  our  Right  j  but  we  ought  never 
to  make  ufe  of  it,  except  in  Cafes  where  we  have  a  full 
Information,  and  are  perfe6^1y  Maflers  of  the  Affair,  in 
which  we  offer  our  Advice  j  which  is  not,  I  am  fure, 
the  Cafe  at  prefent.  We  neither  have,  nor  can  have, 
a  full  Information  of  all  the  Circumftances  of  the  Affair 
to  which  this  Motion  relates  ;  and  to  offer  our  Advice 
in  any  fuch  Cafe,  is  the  moft  certain  Way  we  can  take, 
to  give  his  Majefty,  as  well  as  the  Public,  a  mean  and 
contemptible  Opinion,  both  of  our  Judgment  and  Dif- 
cretion,  which  would  derogate  from  the  Influence  our 
Advice  ought  to  have,  in  Cafes  where  we  have  a  full  In- 
formation, and  cau  be  no  Way  aqcufed  of  adliiig  a  prag-, 
matical  Part, 

'  If  the  Meafures  purfued  by  our  Ad  mi  nitration  had 
been  attended  with  bad  Succefs,  and  fignal  Misfortunes 
either  to  ourfelves  or  our  Allies,  this  Houfe  would  then 
have  had  fome  Reafon  to  enquire  into  the  Conduct  of 
our  Minifters,  and  to  call  for  all  Papers^  and  other  Evi- 
dence, that  might  any  Way  contribute  towards  giving 
ys  a  full  Infight  into  the  whole  of  their  Condu£l  ;  and 
if  we  found  that  our  Misfortunes,  or  the  Misfortunes  of 
our  Allies,  had  been  owing  to  the  wrong  Meafures  pur- 
fued by  them,  we  might  then  with  fome  Decency  ad- 
vife our  Sovereign  to  alter  hjs  Meafures,  as  v/ell  as  his 
Minifters.  But  when  our  Meafures  have  been  attended 
with  unexpeded  Succefs,  v/e  can  have  no  Reafon  for  any 
Inquiry,  and  much  lefs  can  we  have  a  Reafon  for  advifmg 
his  Majefty  to  alter  his  Meafures.  But  thofe  Meafures,  i^ 
feems,  have  been  all  fecretly  calculated,  and  ftill  are  fe- 
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Anno  t' J,  cretly  calculaUd:  for  the  Benefit  of  the  Eledlorate  of  i^^«5-  ' 
Geo^.  1743.  ^^j..  I  confefs.  Sir,  I  am  not  Politician  deep  enough  to  dive 
into  the  Minds  of  Men,  and  to  difcover  thoie  hidden  Mp* 
ti  ires,  which  appear  neither  from  their  Words  nor  Actions. 
It  is  apparent  from  the  EfFe6ls,  that  our  Meafures  have 
contributed  greatly  to  the  Succefs  of  the  Common  Caufe  : 
I  mean  the  Support  of  the  Queen  of  Hungary^  and  (he 
Security  of  the  Balance  of  Power ;  and  if  the  Ehdio- 
rate  o(  Hanover  has  reaped,  or  may  reap  any  Advan- 
tage by  fuch  Meafures,  it  v^ould  be  invidious  to  grudge 
it  that  Advantage.  The  Kfte£ls  have  fhewn,  that  our 
taking  foreign  Troops  into  our  Pay,  has  been  of  great 
Service  to  the  Common  Caufe  ;  and  if  the  Electorate 
has  thereby  reaped  the  Advantage  of  getting  a  Body  of 
its  Troops  maintained  by  us,  we  ought  not  to  grudge 
it,  or  repine  at  it ;  for  it  has  been  no  Lofs  to  us,  but 
rMher  an  Advantage  ;  becaufe,  if  we  had  not  had  the 
Hanover  Troops  in  our  Pay,  we  muft  have  had  an  equal 
Number  of  the  Troops  of  fome  other  Prince  or  State,  and 
muft  have  paid  more  for  them  ;  for  to  any  other  Prince  or 
State  we  muft  have  paid  a  yearly  Subfidy,  befides  main- 
taining his  Troops,  and  muft,  perhaps,  have  agreed  to  pay 
that  Subfidy  for  a  certain  Number  of  Years,  even  tho' 
we  fhould  have  had  no  Occafion  for  his  Troops,  during 
the  greateft  Part  of  that  Time. 

*  Again,  Sir,  fuppofe  the  Ele<3:orate  of  Hanover 
Ihould  get  fome  neighbouring  Territory  added  to  it  by 
the  next  Treaty  of  Peace,  would  that  be  any  Lofs  or  any 
Difadvantage  to  this  Nation  ?  Could  it  derogate  in  any 
Manner  of  Way  from  the  chief  End  we  have  in  View, 
which  is  that  of  fupporting  the  Houfe  ©f  >^«/^r/^,  and 
thereby  preferving  a  Balance  of  Power  in  Europe? 
Would  it  be  right  in  us  to  repine  at  the  additionalTer- 
ritory,  which  the  King  of  Sardinia  is  to  have  for  fup- 
porting the  Common  Caufe  ?  Would  it  be  right  in  us  to 
fay,  that  he  acquires  that  additional  Territory  at  the  Ex- 
pence  of  this  Nation,  becaufe  we  pay  him  a  yearly  Subfidy 
for  enabling  him  to  fupport  the  C'.  mmon  Caufe  ?  The 
Abfurdity  of  fuch  Reafoning  is  apparent  ;  and  yet  we 
have  more  Reafon  to  repine  at  the  additional  Territory 
the  King  of  Sardinia  is  to  acquire,  than  at  Hanover^s  ac- 
quiring any  additional  Territory  by  the  Event  of  the  pre- 
fent  War  j  becaufe  the  Territory  which  is  to  be  added  to 
the  King  of  Sardinia's  Dominions,  is  to  be  ta'kcn  from 
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thofe  of  the  Queen  of  Hungary  ;  confequently,  the  In-      Anno  17. 
creafe  of  Power  he  thereby  acquires,  is  a  Diminution  of  Geo. ^.1743. 
the  Power  of  the  Houfe  of  Aujiria^  and  is  the  more  dan- 
gerous, becaufe  his  whole  Weight  may  upon  the  next 
iimergency  be  thrown  into  that  Scale,  which  we  think  is 
already  too  heavy  :  Whereas  we  cannot  fuppofe,  that  the 
Electorate  of  ii?^^/^^  will  de fire  any  Part  of  the  Queen 
of  Hungary^  Dominions:  Whatever   that   Electorate 
may  acquire  by  the  Event  of  the  War,  it^can  be  no  Di- 
minution of  the  Power  of  the  Houfe  oiAuJlrta  3  and  tho'  *^ 
from  Tate  Experience  we  may  fufpeCt,  that  the  Weight 
of  the  King  of  Sardinia  may,  upon  fomefutureOccalionj 
be  thrown  into  the  French  Scale,  we  cannot  fufpe£t,  that 
the  Weight  of  //^wc-y^r  will  ever  be  thrown  into  the  Scale 
of  the  Floufe  oi  Bourbon  againft  the  Scale  of  the  Houfe  of 
Aujiria^  becaufe  of  the  Connex^ion  between  Hanover  and 
England ;  and  becaufe  of  its  being  fo  much  th^  Intereft  of 
.England  to  preferve  the  Power  of  the  latter,  as  a  Balance 
againft  the  rower  of  the  former. 

'  To  infmuate.  Sir,  that  the  War  is  now  continued, 
.and  this  Nation  put  to  the  Expence  of  fupporting  it,  for 
no  other  Reafon,  but  to  compel  France  and  the  Em- 
peror to  confent  to  the  making  fome  Addition  to  the 
Territories  of  Hanover^  is  an  Infinuation  of  a  moft  dan- 
gerous Nature,  with  refpeCt;  to  our  prefent  happy  Efta- 
blifhment,  becaufe  it  tends  to  wean  the  AfFeCtions  of 
the  People  not  only  from  their  prefent  Sovereign,  but 
from  the  Proteftant  Succeffion  in  the  Hanover  Line. 
Such  an  Infinuation,  when  made  without  the  moft  fo- 
Jid  Grounds,  can  proceed  from  nothing  but  a  Repub- 
lican or  a  Jacobitifo  Spirit,  which  are  equally  dangerous 
to  our  prefent  happy  Conftitution  ;  and  equally,  in  my 
Opinion,  tend  to  the  Eftablifhment  of  a  tyrannical  and 
abfolute  Government  ;  therefore,  I  was  furprized  to 
hear  any  fuch  Infmuation  made  in  this  Houfe,  by  Gen- 
tlemen, who,  as  yet,  have  fhewn  no  authentic  FacSt,  or 
Paper,  for  fupporting  what  they  have  thus  boldly  infi- 
nuated. 

'  As  for  my  own  Part,  Sir,  I  do  not  pretend  to  be, 
nor  is  it  my  Bufmefs  to  defire  to  be,  in  the  Secrets  of  the 
Cabinet,  efpecially  with  Regard  to  foreign  Affairs  ;  but 
from  the  Nature  of  Things,  and  from  all  the  public 
Accounts  we  have,  particularly  thofe  that  have  been 
,f  ublilhed  by  the  Authority  of  the  Court  of  f^knmt  it  i» 
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Anno  17 .  to  ine  apparent,  that  the  War  is  continued  for  no  other 
Ceo.  II.  1743.  Realbn,  but  to  force  the  Emperor  and  France  to  con- 
fent  to  Tuch  Terms  of  Peace,  as  may  reftore  the  Tran- 
quiUity  of  Europe^  and  fecure  the  Queen  of  Hungary^ 
and  confcquently  the  Balance  of  Power,  from  a  fudden 
and  immediate  Attack  from  the  fame  Qijarter.  When 
the  French  found  the  Flower  of  the  Army  fhut  up  in 
the  City  of  Prague^  almof!:  v^^ithout  any  pra6licab]e 
Means  of  efcaping  j  and  when  the  Emperor  found  him- 
felf  ftript  of  his  hereditary  Dominions,  they  plight  per- 
haps ofter  an  Armiftice  to  the  Queen  of  Hungary  ;  but 
the  Terms  upon  which  they  offered  it,  was  a  plain  In- 
dication, that  they  thereby  m.eant  only  to  get  their  Army 
out  of  Prague^  and  the  Emperor's  hereditary  Countries 
reftored,  in  order  to  have  a  little  breathing  Time,  and 
an  Opportunity  of  renewing  the  Attack  with  more  Vi- 
gour and  better  Condu6l.  This,  I  fay,  appeared  to  be 
their  only  Aim  ;  and  this,  I  am  perfuaded,  will  be  the 
only  Aim  of  any  Terms  they  may  hereafter  propofe, 
unltfs  they  are  compelled,  by  a  vigorous  and  fuccefsful 
Attack  upon  France  itfelf,  to  abandon  their  prefent  am- 
bitious Projects. 

*  This,  Sir,  is  all,  I  believe,  our  Mlniflers  have  at 
prefent  in  View  by  the  Continuance  of  the  War,  or  by 
keeping  the  Hanoverian  Troops  in  the  Pay  of  Great 
Britain  -,  for  I  never  heard  it  fo  much  as  pretended 
by  any  of  cur  Minifters,  or  by  any  Friend  of  theirs, 
that  they  had  now  formed  a  Scheme  for  making  Con-r 
'quefls  upon  France^  and  giving  them  to  the  Queen  of 
'Hungary,  by  Way  of  Equivalent  for  what  fhehas  yield- 
ed to  Prufftay  Saxony^  and  Sardinia  ;  and  as  I  do  not 
believe  they  ever  yet  formed  fuch  a  Scheme,  I  cannot 
believe  they  ever  encouraged  the  Queen  of  Hungary  to 
hope  that  they  would  enter  into  any  fuch  Scheme,  much 
lefs  that  they  v/ould  agree  to  have  it  carried  into  Execu- 
tion at  the  fole  Expence  of  (his  Nation.  What  Time 
and  the  Fate  of  War  may  bring  forth,  I  do  not  know  i 
but  I  am  convinced,  1  fay,  that  neither  our  Minifters, 
nor  the  Miniftry  of  the  Queen  of  Hungary^  have  ever 
yet  thought  of  fuch  a  Scheme ;  and  if  France^  by  an  ob- 
flinate  Adherence  to  her  ambitious  Views,  fliould  draw 
the  War  into  her  own  Bowel?,  and  that  War  fiiouW  be 
attended  with  extraoidii)ary  Succefs,  fo  ab  to  make  the 
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Suceefs  of  fucb  a  Scheme  not  only  pracSticable  but  eafy,     Anno  ry, 
1  hope,  no  tfue  Engli/liman  would  be  againil  our  putting  ^^^'  ^^'  ^741" 
ourfelves  to  a  little  additional  Expence,  in  order  to  have   "^"""^    ' 
fucha  Scheme  carried  into  Execution  ;   for  it  is  certainly 
the  Intereft  of  this  Nation  to  have  the  Power   of  the 
Houfe   oi  Bourbon  diminilhed,   as   well    as   that  of  the 
Houfe  of  Aujlria  increafed  ;  and   if   in    this   faccefsful 
Scramble,  the  Electorate  of  Hanover  ftiould  come  in  for 
any  additional  Territory,  it  would   be  moft  invidious  in 
this  Nation  to  grudge  it  that  Advantage  ;  becaufe   it  is 
what  that  Electorate  highly  defei  ves,  both  at  our  Hands, 
and  thofe  of  the  Qvieen  of  Hungary  ;  for   the  EletStor 
of  Hanover  declared  in  her  Favour,   when  none  of  th€ 
other  Princes  of  the  Empire  durft  venture  to  do  fo  ;  and 
he  lent  Troops  to  this  Nation,  when,  I  believe,  it  was 
impolTible  for  us  to  have  Troops,  upon  whatever  Confide- 
ration,  from  any  other  Potentate  in  Europe. 

'  Having  thus  (hewn.  Sir,  that  the  Advice  now  pro- 
pofed  to  be  given  would  be  in  itfelf  wrong,  as  well  as 
a  dire6l  Incroachment  upon  one  of  the  moft  efTential 
Prerogatives  of  the  Crown  j  and  having  thus  done  what 
I  think  my  Duty,  both  as  a  Member  of  this  Houfe, 
and  as  a  Servant  to  his  Majeffy,  I  fhall  add  no  more 
till  it  comes  to  the  Queftion,  to  which  I  fhall  moft  hear- 
tily anfwer, No.' 

The  next  that  fpoke  in  this  Debate,  was  George  Dod- 
dington^  Efqj  which  he  did  in  the  following  IVianner : 
'  Sir, 

^  I  have  generally  obferved,  that  when  Minifters  do  Geo.  Doddlng- 
rot  like  the  Advice  propofed  to  be  given,  they  pretend,  ton,  Ef^j 
that  the  offering  of  any  fuch  Advice  Vv^ould  be  an  In- 
croachment upon  the  Prerogatives  of  the  Crown  ;  but 
when  the  Advice  propofed  to  be  given  by  Parliament 
to  the  Crown,  is  fuch  as  the  Minifters  approve  of,  or, 
perhaps,  fuch  as  they  have  themfelves  before  given,  the 
Prerogatives  of  the  Crown  are  forgot,  and  the  Duties  of 
Parlianent  only  are  thought  on;  one  of  the  chief  of 
which  certainly  is,  to  offer,  upon  all  proper  Occafions^ 
our  beft  Advice  to  our  Sovereign  ;  and  this  is  never  fo 
much,  or  more  indifpenfably  our  Duty,  than  when  we 
find,  that  Minifters  have  given  him  bad  Advice,  or 
feem  refolved  not  to 'give  him  good  Advice,  for  the 
Sake  of  acquiring  an  Intereft  in  the  Clofet,  or  for  Fear 

of 


130    3 


Anno  17.  ofiofing  the  Intercd  they  have  there.  The  only  Qucf- 
Geo.  II.  17.J3.  jjj^j^  therefore  is,  whether  the  Advice  now  propofed  to 
be  given  be  right ;  for  if  it  be,  the  Hon.  Gentleman's 
appearing  in  fuch  a  fanguine  Manner  againft  it,  will, 
with  me,  be  a  ftrong  Argument  for  our  giving  it ;  be- 
caufe  from  thence  I  am  convinced,  that  our  Minifters 
neither  have  given,  nor  will  give  any  fuch  Advice  to 
our  Sovereign. 

'  For  this  Reafon,  Sir,  I  ihall  firft  beg  Leave  to  give 
you  my  Sentiments,  as  to  the  Reditude  of  the  Advice 
now  propofed  to  be  given  ;  for  if  I  can  convince  Gen- 
tlemen of  its  being  a  prudent  and  right  Piece  of  Advice, 
it  will  be  eafy  to  ihew,  that  we  may  give  it  without  in- 
croaching  upon  any  of  the  Prerogatives  of  the  Crown, 
or   being  in   the  leaft  guilty  of  a6ting  a  pragmatical 
Fart.     I  {hali  admit.  Sir,  that,  in  Cafes  which  cannot 
be  underflood  without  enquiring  into  a  Multiplicity  of 
FaBis  and  Papers,  we  ought  not  to  offer  any  Advice,  with- 
out firft  making  a  proper  Inquiry  j  but  feme  Cafes  are 
in  themfelves  fo  plain,  fome  Meafures  are  fo  apparently 
wrong,  that  we  can  have  no  Occafion  for  an  Inquiry, 
cither  into  Fa^ls  or  Papers  ;  and  of  this  Sort  is  the  Cafe 
now  before  us,  as  1  hope  to  be  able  to  make  evident  to 
a  Majority  of  this  Houfe,     What  FaiSl:,  what  Paper  have 
we  Occafion  to  enquire  into,  for  proving  that  a  Million 
Sterling pvGn  to  the  Queen   of  Hungary^  and  King  of 
Sardinia,  for  increafmg  their  Armies  in  Germany  2Lnd  Ita- 
ly, wouid  have  been  of  more  Service  to  them  and  to  the 
Common  Caufe,  than  our  laying  it  out  up6n  maintaining 
an  ufelefs  Army  in  Flanders,  or  upon  the  Rhine  f  What 
Fad,  what  Paper  have  we  Occafion  to  enquire  into  for 
proving,  that  our  hiring  the  Troops  of  any  other  Prince 
or  Potentate  in  Europe,  would  have  been  of  more  Ser- 
vice to  the  Common  Caufe,  and  lefs  injurious  to  his 
Majefty,  with  regard  to  the  Affections  of  the  People  of 
this  Kingdom,  than  our  hiring  the  Troops  oi Hanover? 
'  Sir,  thefe  two  Propofitions  are  fo  clear  from  the 
Nature  of  Things,  that,  like  a  flrong  Prefumption,  it 
throws  the  Neceffity  of  the  Proof  upon  thofe  that  deny 
them  ;  and  as  they  have  offered  no  Proof,  nor  any  Pa- 
per, for  proving  what,  at  firft  View,  appears  to  be  con- 
trary to  the  Nature  of  Things,  every  reafonable  Man 
mufl  believe  what  is   fo  affirmed  to  be  true,  and  mufl 
believe  fo,  till  they  fee  a  very  clear  Proof  to  the  con- 
trary. 
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trary.     But  before  I  enter  farther  into  the  Examination      Ar.no  r 
of  thefe   two  Propofitions,  I   muft  take  Notice  of  an  ^,'''-^-JW 
Argument  made   ufe  of  againft  the  firft,  by  the   Hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman,  which  I  was  furprifed  to  hear 
fi'om  him,  and  which  deferves  a  Name  that,  for  De- 
cency's Sake,  I   fhall   forbear  to  give  it.     He  told  us, 
that  if  our  afTifting  the    Qt.ieen  of   Hungary  with  our 
Money  and  Navy  could  be  of  Service  .to  the  Common- 
Caufe,  our  affifting  her  with  our  Troops,  as  well  as  our 
Money  and  Navy,  would  certainly  be  of  more  Service  to 
the  Common  Caufe.     Does  not  every  Gentleman'  fee, 
that  this  Argument  implies  two  Facts,  neither  of  which 
are  or  can  be  granted.     It  implies,  that  our  Troops  have 
been  of  Service  to  the  Qoeen  of  Hungary  ;  and  it  implies, 
that  we  have  afTifted    her  with  as  much  Money  as  wc 
could  have  done,  had  we  employed   no  Troops  in  her 
Service,  nor  put  ourfelves  to  any  Expence  upon  that 
Head,  or  under  that  Pretence. 

'  Can  either  of  thefe  Fads  be  admitted.  Sir?  As  to 
tlie  firft,  ithas  been  pretended,  I  know,  that  our  fend- 
ing Troops  to  Flanders  induced  the  King  of  Prujfta  to 
alter  his  Meafures,  and  to  incline  to  come  to  an  Agree- 
ment with  the  Queen  of  Hungary ;  but  the  contrary  is 
notorious ;  for  he  fought  the  Battle  of  CzaJJaw,  after  he 
knew  of  our  having  refolved  to  fend  Troops  to  Flanders  j 
and  if  the  French  had  joined  him,  and  had  aflifted  in  the 
fighting  of  the  Battle,  we  are  as  certain,  as  we  can  be 
of  any  human  Refolution,  that  both  he  and  the  Saxons 
would  have  continued  firm  to  their  Alliance  With  France 
and  the  Emperor,  and  would,  in  a  few  Months,  have 
compelled  the  Queen  oi  Hungary  to  fubmit  to  their 
Terms,  notwithftanding  our  Troops  being  in  Flanders  \ 
for  theyallknew,  that  at  that  .Time  neither  Hanoveri^ 
ans  nor  HeJJians  would  march  .to  join  us  ;  and  that  the 
Dutch  had  exprefsly  declared,  that  they  would  declare 
themfelves  Enemies  to  whichfoever  Side  fhould  ftrike  the 
firft  Blow  in  Flanders ;  therefore  neither  the  French^ 
Prujfian,  nor  Saxon  Courts  could  be  under  the  leaft  Ap- 
prehenfions  from  our  fending  a  Handful  of  Troops  to 
Flanders  ;  nor  could  our  doing  fo  have  the  leaft  Effect 
tipon  either  of  their  Counfels.  But  the  Behaviour  of 
the  French  Generals,  about  the  Time  of  the  Battle  of 
CzaJIaw  made  both  the  Pruffians  and  Saxons  clearly  per- 
ceive a  French  Maxim,  which  the  Court  of  HauQver^ 

it 


[  i3i  } 
Anno  17.  ,  it  ieems,  has  fincc  adopted  and  improved.  To  pre«. 
G?..  II.  r743.  ferve  the  King's  Troops,  and  leave  the  Battles  to  be 
fought  by  their  Allies,  was  the  Maxim  of  the  French 
Court,  which  the  Court  of  Hanover  has  improved  ;  for 
their  Maxim  is,  to  prefcrve  the  iiledoral  Troops,  and 
leave  the  Battle  to  be  fought  by  thofe  that  pay  them 
for  their  Appearance.  That  this  was  the  Maxim  of  the 
French  Court,  was  fufpecSfed  both  by  the  Prujfians  and 
Saxons  before  the  Battle  of  C%ajtaw\  but  the  Behaviour 
<->t  the  French  Generals,  about  the  Time  that  Battle  was 
fouglit,  made  ic  fo  plain  to  both,  that  they  refolved  to  make 
Jt  up  with  the  Qi^ieen  of  Hungary^  if  poflibie  ;  and  her 
Keadinefs  to  agrte  to  the  theifi  immoderate  Demands  of 
Frujfta  brought  i\.\Q  Negotiation  to  a  fpeedy  Conclu- 
iion. 

*  From  this  Time,  Sir,  it  is  evident  from  all  public 
Accounts,  and  from  the  Conduct  of  the  French  Court, 
that  they  thought  no  more  ofpufliing  the  War  in  Ger~ 
many\  becaufe  they  faw,  that  if  they  did,  they  muft 
pulh  it  folely  at  their  own  Expence,  and  with  their 
own  Armies.  If  they  had  refolved  upon  doing  fo,  we 
ought  not  in  common  Prudence  to  have  done  any  Thing 
to  divert  them  from  it  :  We  ought  to  have  thought  of 
nothing  but  of  enabling  the  Queen  o^  Hungary ^  by  ad- 
ditional Remittances,  to  levy  and  maintain  Armies  fuf- 
ficient  to  oppofe  the  greateft  Armies  France  could  have 
fent  againft  herj  for  befides  the  Ruin  it  would  have 
brought  upon  France^  to  carry  on  a  War  at  fuch  a  Dif- 
tance,  and  in  a  Country  where  her  Armies  had  no  fafe 
Retreat,  in  Cafe  of  their  meeting  with  a  Defeat  in  any 
general  Battle;  the  Marching  of  fuch  numerous  French. 
Armies  through  the  Heart  of  the  Empire,  would  have 
given  Umbrage  to  all  the  Princes  ajnd  States  thereof; 
and  might,  probably,  have  been  the  Caufe  of  a  general 
Confederacy  againil  her.  Therefore,  if  afcer  the  De- 
feat-ion of  Pruffta  and  Saxony^  France  had  any  Defign  to 
piifli  the  War  by  her  ov./n  Armies  againft  the  Queen  of 
Hungary^  our  fending  any  Troops  to  Flanders  did  great 
Prejudice  to  the  Common  Caufe,  inftead  of  being  of 
any  Service  to  the  Queen  o{  Hungary^  by  diverting/^r^'w^ 
from  a  Project  that  might  probably  have  ruined  her.. 
But  the  Court  of  France  were  too  wife  to,  think  of  any 
fuch  Projedf:  They  thought  of  nothing  but  of  getting 
tiicir  l^roops  oat  of  Prague.^  their  Armies  fafely  out  of 
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Germany^  and  a  Negotiation  fet  on  Foot  between  the 
Emperor  and  Queen  o'i  Hungary^  and  fo  ufelefs  was 
our  Army  in  Flanders^  that  it  did  not  prevent  M.  Mail- 
Uhcis  marching  from  WeftphaUa  to  the  Relief  of  his 
Countrymen  in  Prague  \  nor  did  our  Army,  v/hich  we 
next  Year  formed  upon  the  Rhine,  prevent  M.  Noailles^s 
fending  a  ftrong  Detachment  to  bring  M.  Broglio  and 
his  Army  out  of  Bavaria, 

'  But  having  mentioned  the  French  Defign,  Sir,  of 
fetting  on  Foot  a  Negotiation  between  the  Emperor  and 
the  Queen  of  Hungary^  before  I  take  farther  Notice  of 
the  Operations  or  EfFetSls  of  our  Army,  I  muft  explain 
that  Defign,  in  order  to  fnevv  the  Artifice  of  the  French^ 
and  the  Stupidity,  or  fomething  worfe,  of  our  Counfels. 
France  knows  very  well,  that  the  German  Empire, 
when  united,  is  a  Body  too  mighty  for  her  to  en- 
counter. She  faw,  that  her  carrying  on  the  War,  by 
her  own  Armies  alone,  againft  the  Queen  of  Hu72gary^, 
would  not  only  be  expeniive  and  dangerous,  but  might 
unite  the  whole  German  Em.pire  againft  her:  For  this 
Reafon  fhe  refolved  to  withdraw  her  Armies  from  Ger- 
rnanyy  and  to  leave  Things  to  be  fettled  by  a  Treaty 
between  the  Emperor  and  the  Queen  of  Hungary ; 
which  fhe  refolved  on  with  this  View,  that  if  theQiseen 
of  Hungary  could  be  prevailed  on  to  grant  reafonabie 
Terms  to  the  Emperor,  France  would,  by  that  Means, 
get  honourably  out  of  a  War,  which,  by  the  Defe£lion 
o{  PruJJia  zn^  Saxcny,  had  become  too  difficult,  dan- 
gerous, and  expenfive  for  her  to  carry  on  ;  and,  on 
the  other  Hand,  if  the  (^leen  of  Htrngary  (hould  refufe 
to  grant  reafonable  Terms  to  the  Emperor,  it  would 
difoblige  feveral  Princes  of  the  Empire,  and  might  in- 
duce them  to  join  in  a  new  ^Alliance  with  France,  for 
the  Prote61:ion  of  the  Emperor,  and  for  reducing  the 
Queen  of  Hungary  to  Reafon.  Thus,  Sir,  you  fee 
that  the  French  Court  had  more  Caufe  to  wifh  for  a 
haughty  Obft inacy  in  the  Queen  of  Hungary,  than  for 
a  mild  Compliance  with  fuch  reafonable  Terms  as  might 
be  offered  on  the  Part  of  the  Emperor :  This  haughty 
Obftinacy,  I  fear,  w^e  have  encouraged  her  in :  If  we 
have,  we  have  been  playing  the  French  Game  for  them  i 
and  1  with  we  may  not  hereafter  feel  the  Efre<5ls  of  it, 

'  Now,  Sir,  to  return  to  the  Operations  and  Effects 
of  our  Army  in  Gcrmariy :  Did  they  do  the   lead-  Pre- 
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Anno  17,      judice  to  the  French  there,  or  the  kaft  Service  to  the 
Geo.  II.  1743.    Qygg„  ofHz^w^^ry?  Our  Britijh  Troops,  indeed,  de- 
fended themfeives  when    attacked    at  Dettingen ;  and 
if  they  had  been  vigoroufly  fupported,  if  their  Courage 
had  not   been    reftrained   by    the    Hanoverians^    they 
might  have  given  the   French  Army   under  Noailles  a 
total  Defeat ;  but  inftead  of  that,  they  made  a  moft  in- 
glorious Retreat,  and    left  the   Field  clear  for  M.  No- 
-ailles  to  march  with  his  Army  into  Bavaria^  if  he  had 
a  Mind.  If  he  had,  I  am  convinced,  our  Britijh  Forces 
would  not,  I  amfure,  our  foreign  Mercenaries  would  not 
have  followed  him,  or  have  dared  to  attack  their  Sovereign 
in  his  own  hereditary  Countries  ;  but  the  French  Court 
had  no  Inclination  to  fend  any  more  Armies  into  Bava- 
ria,    they  were  before  refolved  to  evacuate  Germany,  In 
'order  to  leave  the  Obftinacy  of  the  Court  of  Vienna  to 
work  the  EfFe6t  they  wifhed  for,  upon  the  Princes  and 
States  of  the  Empire  ;  and  accordingly  they  reprefented 
the  Cafe  in  its  ftrongeft  Light  to  the  Diet  of  the  Empire  j 
fo  that  all  the  Service  our  Army  did  on  the  Side  of  Ger- 
many, either  to  the  Queen  of  Hungary,  ov  the  Common 
Caufe,  was   to  encourage  that  Princefs  in  obftinately 
refufing  to  come  to  any  Terms  with  the  Emperor,  for 
reftoring  the  Tranquillity  of  the  Empire,  and  thereby 
furnifhing  the  French  Court  with  the  Handle  they  de- 
fired  for  forming  new  Intrigues  and  Cabals  in  Germany, 
'  On  the  Side  of  Italy  again,  our  Troops  were  of  as 
little  Service.     Can  it  be  faid,  that  our  fending  Troops 
to  Flanders,  induced  the  King  of  Sardinia  to  enter  into 
an  Alliance  with  the  Queen  of  Hungary  f    It  is  well 
known.  Sir,  that  he  had  agreed  to  enter  into  that  Alliance 
before  we  had  refolved  to  fend  a  Man  to  Flanders,   His 
Situation  obliged    him  to  enter  into  that  Alliance ;  for 
he  faw  that  he  had  no  other  Way  to  avoid  becoming  a 
Slave  to  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon.     Can  it  be  faid.  Sir, 
that  our  fending  any  Troops  to  Flanders  prevented  the 
French  from   fending   Troops   to    aflift  the  Spaniards 
in  the  Year  1742,  when  it  was  well   known,  that  wc 
had  no  Army  formed  there  till  the  Seafon  for  Aftion 
was  over?  Can  it  be  faid,  that  our  fending  laft  Sum- 
mer our  Army  to  Germany^  prevented  the  French  from 
fending  any  Troops  to  the  Affiftance  of  the  Spaniards 
in  Savoy ^  when  it  is  known,  they  had  many  thoufands 
of  regular  Troops  lying  idle  in  Francty  befides  thofe 
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tiiey  fent  under    M.  Noailles  to   Gerfnany  ?     Sir,'  it  is     J^nnoiy^, 

very  evident,  from  the  Condud  of  the  Court  of  France  peo,  II.  17422;,- 

in  this   refpedl,  that  they   had  a  Mind   to  bring   the 

King  of  Sardinia  off,  by  fair  Means,  from  bis  Alliance 

with  the  Queen  of  Hungary  j  that  is  to  fay,   by  giving 

him  a  Part  of  what  the  Queen  of  Spaiit  claimed  for  her 

Son  in  Italy  ;  and  in  order  to  overcome  the  Obftinacy  of 

that  Princefs,  they  were   refolved  to  let  the  Spaniards 

feel  the  Difficulty  of  compelling  the  King  of  ^'^rfl'/Wt?^ 

by  Force  of  Arms,  to  fubmit  to  their  Terms ;  and  this- 

Kefolution,  I  am  perfuaded,  the  French  Court  will  per- 

fift  in,  if  they  are   not  forced    to  alter   it,  by  a  dire6l 

Attack  upon  their  Own  Territories  ;  To  that  we  may, 

perhaps,  be  leading  the  King  of  Sardinia,  as  well  as  the 

Qii«en  of  Hungary,  upon  the  ice,  by  encouraging  them 

to  form   Schemes,  which  it  ii   not   in  our    Power   to 

enable  them  to  execute. 

'  Thus,  Sir,  I  have  fliewn,  that  though  we  have  put 
ourfelves  to  a  great  Expence  m  pretending  to  al^ft  the 
Qiieen  of  Hungary  with  Troops,  they  have  been  of  no 
Sservice  to  her,  with  refpe^l:  to  the  War,  either  in  Ger- 
many or  Italy  •,  and  will  any  Gentleman  fay,  that  fup- 
pofing  we  had  not  put  ourfelves  to  this  Expence,  we 
could  not  have  aflifted  the  Qi^teen  of  Hungary  with  more 
Money  than  we  have  done  f  Sir,  it  is  evident,  that  if 
we  had  not  thought  of  alTifting  the  Queen  of  Hungary 
with  Troops,  nor  put  ourfelves  to  any  Expence  upon 
that  Account,  we  might  have  afTifted  her  with  a  Sura 
of  Money  more  than  v^^e  have  done,  equal  to  the  amouns 
of  the  whole  Sum  our  Troops  havecoft  us;  and  that  ad- 
ditional Sum  would  have  enabled  her  and  the  King  of 
Sardinia  to  have  raifed  fuch  numerous  Armies  as  would^ 
before  this  Time,  have  drove  the  Spaniards  out  of  Italy 
and  Savoy,  as  well  as  the  French  out  of  Germany. 

*  But,  now,  Sir,  fuppofing  that  we  could  have  ailiRed 

the  Queen  of  Hungary  with  Troops,  and  that  it  v/ould 

have  been^  right  in  us  to  take  foreign  Troops  into  our 

Pay  for  that  Purpofe,  it  is  apparent,  from  many  Con- 

fiderations,  that  the  Troops  of  Hanover  were  the  laft 

we  fhould  have  chofen.   That  Ele6i-orate  is,  by  Treaty, 

-as  much  obliged  to  aflift  the  Queen  of  Hungary  asweare  ; 

^  and  from  the  Connexion  that  fubfifts  between  it  and  this 

Nation,  as  well  as  from-  the  many  Services  this  Nation 
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Anflo  It.  has  done  it,  ws  had  Reafon  to  expe6l^  that  it  woulci 
Geo.^.j743.^  have  embarked  in  the  fame  Caufe  with  ail  its  Stren^th^ 
and  at  its  own  Expence  5  therefore  we  {houJd  have  chofen 
to  have  given  our  Money  to  feme  other  Germaft  Piince 
or  Princes,  becaiffe  thereby  we  might  have  drawn 
him  or  them  into  the  Support  of  the  Came  Caufe  with 
us  ;  and  it  is  {o  contrary  to  Nature  and  Experience  to 
fay,  that  no  other  German  Prince  would  accept  Oi  Eng- 
lifl?  Money,  that,  I  am  fure,  thofe  who  fay  fo,  ought 
to  be  obliged  to  prove  it  5  efpecially  as  it  muft  be  fup- 
pofed  that  they  have  fuch  Proofs,  if  any  fuch  there  be^ 
in  their  Hands  ;  and  as  it  cannot  be  fuppofed  that  I^ 
or  any  Gentleman  who  argues  upon  my  Side  of  the 
Queftion,  can  come  at  any  Evidence,  other  than  the 
knowm  Nature  of  Things,  for  proving  what  we  affirm  ; 
I  muit  therefore  fuppofe,  and  perhaps  I  have  fome  Rea- 
fon to  fuppofe,  that  by  giving  the  fame  Sum  to  the 
King  of  Prujfia  we  have  paid  for  thefe  Hanoveriatis,  we 
might  have  drawn  that  Prince  from  his  Neutrality,  and 
made  him  a  Confederate  with  us  in  the  War:  1  muft 
Jikewife  fuppofe,  that  by  paying  a  lefs  Sum  to  the  Elec- 
tor o^ Saxony  than  our  own  Troops  abroad  have  coft  us, 
we  might  have  made  that  Prince  ah'b  our  Confederate 
in  the  Vl^ar ;  and  if  we  had  gained  thofe  two  Princes^ 
the  French  muft  have  dcferted  the  Emperor;  he  muft 
then  have  fubmitted  to  our  Terms,  and,  by  this  MeanSj 
we  might  have  drawn  the  whole  Empire  into  a  War 
asainft  the  French,  who,  in  that  Cafe,  would  very  pro- 
bably have  been  deferted  by  the  Queen  of  Spain^  for 
the  Sake  o^  preferving  her  Son  Don  Carlos  in  Italy  y 
and  then,  with  fome  Reafon,  we  might  have  thought 
Qf  reducing  the  Power  of  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon,  or  at 
leaft  of  that  Branch  of  it,  from  which  this  Nation,  as 
well  as  the  Empire,  has  mofl  to  apprehend. 

^  I  could  mention  a  great  many  more  Reafons  v^hy 
cxur  IViiniiiers  iiiould  have  chofen  to  take  the  TVoops  of 
any  other  Potentate  in  Europe,  rather  than  thofe  of  Ha- 
nover ;  but  as  they  are  obvious  to  every  Gentleman's 
Confideration,  and  have  been,  upon  former  Occafions, 
fully  explained,  I  fliail  add  no  more  upon  this  Subject:, 
becaufe,  from  what  I  have  faid,  I  hope  it  will  plainly  ap- 
pear, that  we  have  no  Occafion  to  enquire  into  Ea6ls 
©r  Papers  for  convincing  us,  that  an  additional  Stim  of 
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Money  would  have  been,  and  will  be,  of  greater  Service  Anno  17, 
to  the  Queen  oi  Hungary  ox  the  Common  Caufe,  than  our  Geo.  11. 1743, 
Troops  ever  were,  could  have  been,  or  can  be;  and 
that  we  have  as  Httle  Occafion  to  enquire  into  Fads  or 
Papers  for  convincing  us,  that  of  all  foreign  Troops 
the  Hanoverian  fhould  have  been  the  laft  we  fhould 
have  chofen,  or  fhould  yet  chufe  to  have  in  our  Pay. 
Thefe  Troops  ought  not  therefore  to  be  continued  any 
longer  in  our  Pay,  and,  confequently,  it  would  be  a 
Breach  of  Truft  in  us  to  load  our  Conftituents  any  longer 
with  the  Expence  of  maintaining  them.  From  hence  I 
conclude,  that  if  any  Proportion  fhould  be  made  to  us 
in  the  Committee  of  Supply,  to  grant  a  Sum  for  main- 
taining thefe  Hanoverians  for  another  Year,  it  will  cer- 
tainly be  reje6led  ;  but  as  it  is  neceflary  that  we  fhould 
either  take  other  Troops  into  our  Pay  for  the  Service  of 
the  Queen  of  Hungary^  or  grant  her  an  additional  Sum 
for  raifing  new  Troops  of  her  own ;  this  Change  of 
Meafures  ihould  be  refolved  on  as  foon  as  poflible,  that 
there  may  be  a  fufficient  Time  to  provide  for  it.  Sup- 
pofe  then  there  were  fomething  extraordinary  in  the 
Advice  now  propofed  to  be  given,  the  Neceflity  of  the 
Thing  would  be  a  fufficient  Excufe;  but  after  what 
-his  Majefly  faid  to  us  in  his  firft  Speech  to  this  Parlia- 
ment, I  am  furprifed  to  hear  it  fuggefted,  that  our  of- 
fering our  Advice  would  be  an  Incroachment  upon  the 
Prerogative  :  His  Majefty  there  fays,  that  it  was  a  great 
Satisfaction  to  him  to  meet  us  afiembled  in  Parliament, 
efpecially  at  that  Time,  when  the  Pofture  of  Affairs  made 
our  Counfel  and  Affiftance  fo  neceflary  ;  and  but  t'other 
Day,  in  his  Speech  at  the  opening  of  this  Seilion,  he  told 
us  that  he  had,  purfuant  to  our  Advice,  exerted  his  En- 
deavours for  the  Prefervation  of  the  Houfe  of  Aujlria, 

'  Whatever  his  Majefl:y^s  Minifters  may  pretend  to 
think,  vire  muft,  from  tdiefe  Words,  be  convinced,  Sir, 
that  his  Majefty  does  not  think  that  our  offering  Advice, 
in  relation  to  the  War,  is  any  Incroachment  upon  his 
Prerogative;  and  indeed,  common  Senfe  muft  convince 
every  Man  that  it  is  not :  The  Exertion  of  Prerogative, 
and  the  adviling  how  to  exert  the  Prerogative,  are  twt> 
very  different  Things :  His  Majefty  only  is  to  exert  the 
Prerogative,  but  his  Parliament  is  to  advife  him  how  to 
exert  it»     We  do  not  propofe  to  prefcribe  :  "We  propofe 
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A^ino  17.  only  to  advife  ;  and  the  Reafon  why  we  think  It  necef- 
C:o.  II.  1743.^  |-^j.y  ^Q  gj^^g  ^j^jg  z^dviceis,  becaufe  we  think  we  cannot 
in  Confcience  grant  Money  for  maintaining  Troops 
that  can  be  of  no  Service  to  the  Queen  of  Hungary  or 
the  Common  Caufe,  and  that  ought  to  ferve  at  their 
own  Expence  if  they  could.  If  we  fhould  now  negledl 
to  give  this  Advice,  1  do  not  doubt  but  our  Minifters 
would  make  a  Handle  of  it  in  the  Committee  of  Supply, 
and  would  then  tell  us  of  its  being-  too  late  to  think  of 
difniifling  the  Hanoverian  Troops,  becaufe  neither  we 
nor  the  Queen  of  Hungary  could  have  Time  to  fubfti- 
tute  others  in  their  Room,  either  by  new  Levies,  or  by 
taking  other  foreign  Troops  into  our  Pay. 

'  This  Handle,  I  fay.  Sir,  I  am  perfuaded  our  Mini- 
fters would  make  ufe  of  for  getting  thefe  Hanoverians 
continued anotherYear  in  Britijh  Pay  5  and  this  I  am  con- 
vinced of,  becaufe  the  fame  Motives  that  prevailed  with 
our  Minifters  at  firll:  to  advife  his  Majefty  to  take  the 
Hanoverian  Troops  into  his  Pay.  will  prevail  with  them 
to  advife  his  Majefty  to  continue  them  in  his  Pay  as  long  as 
they  can  hope  that  theParliament  will  confentto  it.  There- 
fore the  Advice  now  propofed  to  be  given,  is  an  Advice  that 
jnuft  firftor  laft  be  given  by  Parliament ;  or  otherwife  we 
muftdo  what,  I  think,  would  be  much  worfe :  We  muQr 
refufe  to  grant  Money  for  them,  when  the  AfFair  comes 
before  us  in  the  Committee  of  Supply.  To  pretend.  Sir, 
that  we  have  no  right  to  advife,  becaufe  the  Word 
Confentiendum  only  is  mentioned  in  the  Writ,  is  fome- 
thing  very  extraordinary;  it  may  as  well  be  pretended 
that  we  have  no  right  to  enquire,  becaufe  the  Word  In- 
i^uirendum  is  not  mentioned  in  the  Writ :  It  is  plain  that 
the  chief  Bufmefs  only  of  each  Houfe  is  mentioned  in 
the  Writ ;  and  as  it  is  the  chief  Bufinefs  of  the  other 
Houfe  to  advife,  it  is  the  chief  Bufmefs  o{  this  to  con- 
fent ;  but  both  may  advife,  both  may  enquire,  if  they 
will,  and  both  muft  confcnt,  before  any  Thing  can  be- 
come an  A61:  of  the  Legiflature. 

*  Having  mentioned  the  Motives  that  prevailed  with 
our  Minifters  to  advife  his  Majefty  to  take  the  Hanove- 
rian Troops  into  his  Pay,  I  muft  explain  thofe  Motives^ 
a  little :  I  think  myfelf  obliged  to  do  fo,  becaufe  th€ 
learned  Gentleman  refleded  fo  bitterly  upon  thofe  who 
infinuate,  that  the  Interefts  and  Views  of  the  Elediorate 
0/  Hanover  have  had  too  great  a  Share  in  our  late  Mea- 

fures. 


C    139   ] 

fures,  Iknow^SirjIamenteringuponamofltenderPoint;      Anno 

but,  1  hope,   I  (hall  touch  it  in  fuch  a  Manner  as  to  tef-  ^<^°'  ^^-  'V4^ 

tify  my  being  a  true  Englifloman^  without  incroaching  in 

the  leaft  upon  that  RefpecS  which  is  due  to  my  Sovereign. 

All  Kings  have  their  Frailties  as  well  as  other  Men  :  Like 

the  reft  of  the  Species  they  have  their  natural  PafTions 

and  Affections ;  and  even  thofe  Pafiions  and  Afreciions, 

that  are  in  themfelves  virtuous,  may   be  turned  to  a 

vicious  Ufe,  by  being  pufhed  too  far,  or  applied   to  a 

wrong  Object.     As  to  private  Men,  their  Faffions  and 

Affe6lions  are  left  to  their  own   Government ;  but  the 

PafTions  and  AffecSlions  of  Princes  are  too  often  under 

the  Government  of  their  Minifters,  with  this  Difference, 

that  a  good  Minifter  confiders  only  the  true  Intereft  of 

his  Mafter,  and  endeavours   to  make  his   Pafiions  and 

Affeflions  fubfervient  to  his  Interefl ;  whereas  a  pa- 

rafitical  and  bad  Minifter  confiders  only  the  governing 

Pallion  of  his  Mafter,  and  in  order  to  gain  perfonal  Favour 

applies  himfelf-folely  to  the  Indulgence  of  that  PafHon. 

'  Among  many  other  great  Qualities  our  prefent  So- 
vereign is  polfeffed  of,  he  has  certainly  that  of  a  fincere 
Love  for  his  native  Country,  which  is  in  itfelf  a  virtu- 
pus  Paflion,  and  highly  commendable  ;  but  to  our  Mif- 
fortune,  this  PafBon,  when  too  much  indulged,  may 
lead  him  into  Meafures  that  are  diametrically  oppoftte 
to  the  Intereft  of  this  Nation.  P'or  this  Reafon,  a 
Britijh  Minifter,  who  is  a  faithful  Counfellor,  and  a 
true  EngUJhman^  will  always  be  upon  his  Guard  againft 
this  Pafiion,  and  will  take  care  to  advife  his  Majefty 
never  to  indulge  it,  at  the  Expence  or  the  Rilk:  of  his 
Britijh  Subjeds ;  but  a  Minifter  who,  in  order  to  make 
himfelf  the  fole  Favourite,  is  refolved  to  indulge  his 
Matter's  governing  Pafiion,  will,  notwithftanding  his 
being  an  Engli/hman^  become  at  once  a  true  Hanove' 
rian,  and  will  every  Day  be  contriving  new  Schemes 
for  the  Intereft  of  Hanover^  however  contrary  they 
may  be  to  the  Intereft  of  England.  Some  fuch  Mini- 
fters,  I  am  afraid,  his  Majefty  has  had,  and  always  will 
have  about  him  ;  and  every  one  knows,  how  eafy  it  is 
for  a  cunning,  deceitful  Counfellor  to  perfuade  even  the 
wifeft  of  Men,  that  what  is  agreeable  to  his  governing 
Pafiion,  is  not  difagreeable  to  his  true  Intereft  ;  for 
nothing  is  more  certain,  than  that  we  eaftly  believe 
what  we  ardently  wifli  to  be  true, 

^     K  2  «  From 


I   Ho   ] 

Anno  17.  *  From  hence.  Sir,  we  may  eafily  fee,'what  were  the 
Geo.  II.  1743.  real  Motives  that  prevailed  with  our  Minifters  to  advife 
his  Majefty  to  aflift  the  Queen  of  Hungary  with  Troops, 
and  for  that  Purpofe  to  take  16,000  Hanoverians  into 
his  Pay  :  From  hence  we  may  fee,  what  Motives  pre- 
vailed with  our  Minifters  to  advife  feveral  Meafures 
that  have  led  this  Nation  into  a  monftrous  Expence^^nd 
at  laft  the  Balance  of  Power  into  the  utmoft  Danger  5 
and  if  we  will  allow  ourfelves  but  a  little  Refledlion  up- 
on fome  late  Meafures,  we  cannot  but  be  furprifed  to 
hear  a  Gentleman  pretend,  that  the  Electorate  of  Ha- 
nover has  any  Merit  to  plead  for  being  made  a  Gainer 
by  the  Event  of  the  prefent  War,  or  that  we  cannot 
fuppofe,  that  the  Weight  of  that  Ele£l:orate  will  ever 
be  thrown  in  to  the  Balance  with  France  againft  the 
Houfe  of  Aujlria,  Sir,  the  Weight  of  that  little  Elec- 
torate would  be  but  a  fmall  Addition  to  the  Scale  of 
France,  or  that  of  Auflria\  but  to  our  Misfortune,  and 
the  Misfortune  of  Europe^  the  Weight  of  that  Electo- 
rate has,  by  a  magick  Charm,  (which,  from  what  I 
have  faid,  may  be  underftood)  drawn  the  Weight  of 
Great  Britain  along  with  it ;  and  this  appendant  Weight 
has  been,  and,  I  hope,  always  will  be  fufEcient  to  turn 
the  Scale,  which  ever  Side  it  has  been,  or  may  be 
thrown  into.  By  the  Expectations  of  Hanover^  and  by 
the  Promifes  made  to  that  Electorate,  the  Weight  of 
this  Nation  was,  foon  after  the  Acceflion,  thrown  into 
the  Scale  of  the  Houfe  of  Aujlria^  which  brought  on  a 
War  between  this  Nation  and  Spain^  and  procured  the 
Ifland  of  Sicily y  in  Exchange  for  Sardinia^  to  the  Houfe 
of  Aujiria  :  By  that  Electorate's  being  difappointed  in 
thofe  Expectations,  and  perhaps  by  a  Breach  of  fome 
Promifes  that  had  been  made  to  it,  the  Weight  of  this 
Nation  was  thrown  into  the  Scale  of  France^  where  it 
continued  till  the  Death  of  the  late  Emperor ;  by  which 
Means  the  Spanijh  Branch  of  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon  got 
the  Kingdom  of  the  Two  Sicilies,  and  the  French  Branch 
the  Duchy  of  Lorrain  ;  and  by  thefe  Acquifitions,  and 
feveral  other  Means,  all  flowing  from  the  fame  Caufe, 
the  Scale  of  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon  became  fo  v/eighty, 
that  even  the  Weight  of  this  Nation  was  hardly  able  to 
caft  the  Balance  at  the  Time  of  the  late  Emperor's  Death. 
'  At  that  Time,  Sir,  the  Affairs  of  Europe  took  a 
moil  extraordinary  Turn,  and  a  little  Examination  into 

that 
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that  Turn,  will  fhew  us  what  Merit  the  Ele£lorate  of    Anno  17. 
Hanover  has  to  plead  for  being  made  a  Gainer  by  the  Geo-  I'.j743; 
prefent  War.    Prefently  after  the  late  Emperor's  Death, 
the  Duke  of  Bavaria  laid  Claim  to  the  Whole  of  that 
Prince's  Succeffion,  in  direct  Contradidion  to  the  Prag- 
matic  Sanation,    which   this  Nation  had  guarantied  ; 
and  the  King  of  Prujia  not  only  laid  Claim  to  a  Part 
'of  Silefia^  but  entered  that  Province  with  his  Army  ; 
which  Claim  was  not,  however,  contrary  to  the  Prag- 
matic Sanation,  and  confequently  not  within  the  Cafe 
of  our  Guarantee.     It  was  vifible,  and  almoft  certain, 
that  the  Duke  of  Bavaria  would  be  fupported  by  the 
whole  Power  of  the  Houfe  of  BGurbon  5  and  it  was  as 
vifible,  that  if  the  King  of  Prujfta  fhould  join  in  that 
Confederacy,  it  would  be  very  difficult,  if  not  impoffi- 
ble,    to  form  a  fufficient  Counter-Confederacy.      In 
thefe  Circumftances,  what  was  the  Intereft  of  this  Na- 
tion, and  indeed  of  Europe  ?  Certainly,  to  guard,   by 
all  Means,  againft  the  Duke  of  Bavaria,  who,  it  was 
plain,  was  refolved  to  rifk  the  Liberties  of  Europe  for 
the  Sake  of  making  good  his  Pretenfions  to  the  Aujirian 
Succeffion :  Confequently,  it  was  the  Intereft  of  this 
Nation,  to  infift  upon  the  Queen  of  Hungary's  making 
it  up  with  Prujpa^  in  order  to  draw  him  into  a  Confe- 
deracy for  fupporting  her  againft  the  Pretenfions  oi  Ba- 
varia ',  and  if  this  had   been  done,  I  am  convinced, 
neither  the  French  nor  Bavarians  would   never  have 
attacked  her,  nor  would  the  Duke  of  Bavaria  have 
been  chofen  Emperor.     But  unluckily  for  this  Nation, 
and  for  Europe^  the  Hanover  Minifters,  and   our  Ha- 
novranifed  Minifters  here,    began  to  form    particular 
Views  of  their  own  for  the  Benefit  of  that  Eledlorate. 
They  began  to  imagine,  that  the  King  of  Prujfta^s  at- 
tacking Silefta  in  a  hoftile  Manner,  and,  as  they  thought, 
without  any  Support,  would  furnifh  them  with  an  Op- 
portunity,   by  joining  with   the   Queen  of    Hungary 
againft  him,  to  annex  fome  Part  of  that  Prince's  Ter- 
ritories to  the  Ele(Storate  of  Hanover ;  and  they  con- 
cluded, that  this  Scheme  might  be  carried  into  Execu- 
tion without  the  leaft  Danger  to  that  Electorate ;  be- 
caufe  this  Nation  would  certainly,  and   by  this  Means 
other  States  might  probably,  be  prevailed  on  to  join  it. 
They  were  fo  blinded  by  their  Fondncfs  for  this  Scheme, 
K  3  "  that 
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Anno  17.       that  for  fome  Months  they  never  fufpecEled,  that  France 
Geo.  II.  1 743'    would  enter  into  a  War,  or  endeavour  to  gain  the  Al- 
liance of  PruJJia  for  that  Purpofe. 

<  Whilft  thefe   Hopes  continued,  Sir;    whilft   they 
imagined  that  they  might  v/ithout  Danger  attempt  to 
add  fome  Part  of  the  Priifjlan  Territories  to  tiiofe  of 
Hanover^  the  Queen  of  Hungary  was  encouraged   to 
hope  for  the  molt  powerful  Affiftance  from  this  Natioh 
2.%-A\x\^\\\%P ruffian  Majefty,  and  the  Danes  and    HeJ^ 
fans  were  taken  into  our  Pay  for  that  Purpofe ;   but  as 
loon  as  thefe  Minifters  found,    that  an  Alliance  and 
Confederacy  was  upon  the  TapIS;,   and  ready  to  be  con- 
cluded, between  France^  Spain^  Bavaria^  PruJJia,  and 
fome  other  Princes  of  the  Empire,  they  then  perceived, 
that   Hanover  itfelf  might   be  in  Danger,    by  joining 
with  the  Queen  of  Hungary  againft  Pruffta  ;  and  from 
that  Time  the  Eledlorate  was  fo  far  fiom  giving  her 
any  Affiftance,  that  the   12,000  Danes  and  Heffians  in 
Brtt'tfo  Pay  were  detained  there,  without  being  of  any 
Service  to  her  and  us  \  and  even  this  Nation   was  pre- 
vented from  affifting  her  any  other   Way  than  with  a 
fmall  Sum  granted  to  her  by  Parliament,  though  it  was 
certainly  in  our  Power,  if  our  Mediterranean  Squadron 
iiad  been  properly  reinforced,  and  properly   inftrucled, 
both  which  it  might  have  been  ;  I  fay,  it  was  certainly 
in  our  Power  to  have  prevented  the  Spaniards  from 
paffing  by  Sea  to  attack  the  Queen  of  Hungary  in  Italy. 
*  Thus,  Sir,  you  muft  fee,  that  the   Electorate  of 
Hanover  has  as  yet  no  great  Merit  to  plead  for  being 
made  a  Gainer  by  the  prefent  War :  Whilft  they  hoped 
to  make  fome  Advantage   for  themfelves  without  any 
Rifk,  they  appeared  fanguine  for   the  Support  of  the 
Queen  of  Hungary ;  but  as  foon  as  thefe  Hopes  vaniih- 
ed,  they  not  only  refufed  to  give  her  any   Affiftance, 
but  prevented  this  Nation  from  giving  her  fo   much  as 
we  might  have  given  her ;  and   in  this  Humour  the 
Electorate  continued   till  the  famous  Change  in  our 
Adminiftration  here,  when  a  new,  and   I  muft  fay,  a 
bold  Undertaker  formed  a  Scheme  for  drawing  us  into 
the  giving  of  a  large  Sum  of  our  Money  yearly  to  the 
Elediorate  of  Hanover,  under  Pretence  of  keeping  a 
large  Body  of  their  Troops  in  our  Pay,  for  the  Service 
©fthe  Queen  of  Hungary  \  upon  which  Account  this 

Nation 
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Nation  was  to  be  permitted  to  exert  itfelf  a  little  more  ^^^^^  y* 
Openly  and  vigoroufly  in  Favour  of  that  Princefs,  '^°*  '^*^* 
though  this  was,  according  to  what  the  French  fay, 
exprefly  againft  the  Neutrality  which  that  Electorate 
had  begged  of  the  Court  oi  France.  I  therefore  know 
of  no  Merit  the  Eleftorate  can  plead  before  the  Begin- 
ning of  laft  Campaign,  unlefs  they  claim  as  a  Merit, 
the  permitting  of  our  Mediterranean  Squadron  to  a6t 
in  Favour  of  the  Queen  of  Hungary  and  King  of  Sardi- 
nia ;  for,  I  am  fure,  it  cannot  be  To  much  as  pretended, 
that  either  the  Britijh  Troops,  or  the  Hanoverian  Troops 
in  Britijh  Pay,  were  of  any  Service  before  that  Time; 
and  till  then,  I  really  believe,  no  Hanover  or  Hanovra- 
nifed  Minifter  had  formed  any  other  Scheme  in  Favour 
of  Hanover.,  fave  that  of  giving  it  a  large  Sum  of  Englijh 
Money  yearly,  by  keeping  the  greateft  Part  of  its  Troops 
in  our  Pay. 

«  But  by  that  Time,  Sir,  theSuccefs  of  the  Queen  of 
Hun^arfs  Arms  had  given  the  Electorate  more  Cou- 
rage, and  had,  I  firmly  believe,  given  it  Hopes  of  get- 
ting fome  additional  Territory  by  the  Event,  as  well 
as  a  large  annual  Sum  of  EngiiJhMoney  by  the  Conti- 
nuance of  the  War ;  and  as  we  knew,  that  the  French 
Court  had  refolved  to  withdraw  their  Troops  out  of 
Ger?nany,  our  Flanders  Army  was  ordered  to  march 
thither,  that  we  might  from  thence  affume  toourfelves 
the  Glory  of  having  drove  the  French  Troops  out  of 
Germany,  In  the  Purfuit  of  this  {ham  Piece  of  Glory, 
our  Army  had  like  to  have  met  with  a  very  fignal  Mif- 
chance;  for  if  the  French  had  thought  of  nothing  but 
poiTeffing  themfelves  of  Jfchaffenburg  and  the  River 
Jfchaffen  in  our  Rear,  and  of  the  little  Rivulet  between 
Dettingen  and  our  Front,  and  had  fortified  themfelves 
as  well  as  they  could  in  thofe  Pofts,  which  was  the 
Scheme  formed  by  Marihal  Noailies,  we  may  judge 
what  a  difmal  Situation  our  Army  would  have  been  in. 
Upon  their  Left  was  the  great  River  Mayn,  from  the 
oppofite  Banks  of  which  they  were  continually  pelted 
by  numerous  Batteries  of  French  Cannon :  In  Front 
and  Rear  were  Rivulets  and  Defiles,  which  the  Enemy 
were  in  Poffeffion  of,  and  v/hich  it  was  hardly  poffible 
to  force :  Upon  their  Right  were  Mountains,  Wood?y 
and  MorafTes,  alraoft  impafTable  f©r  an  Army,  had  no 
K  4  Enemy 
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Anho  17.      Enemy  been  in  Purfuit ;  and  what  was  worft  of  all, 
GiBo.  II.  1743.  without  fo  much  as  one  Day's  Provifions  either  for  Man 
or  Horfe. 

'  Gentlemen  may  think  what  they  will,  but,  in  my 
Opinion,  this  was  as  melancholy  a  Situation  as  ever  an 
Army  was  in  ;  and  this  Situation  our  Army  was  brought 
into  by  the  Advice  of  Hanoverian  Generals  ;  for  as  I 
have  heard,  none  elfe  were  at  that  Time  confulted.  If 
the  French  had  thought  of  nothing  but  executing  their 
Marflial's  Scheme  :  If  they  had  contented  themfelves 
with  fortifying  and  defending  the  Defiles  they  were  in 
Pofleflion  of,  his  Majefty  and  fome  of  the  principal  Of- 
ficers might  perhaps  have  made  their  Efcape  over  the 
Mountains  upon  their  Right ;  but  as  for  the  reft  of  the 
Army,  they  muft,  I  believe,  have  furrendered  them- 
felves Prifoners  of  War.  This,  I  fay,  Sir,  would  very 
probably  have  been  the  Fate  of  that  Army  ;  but  very 
luckily  for  us,  the  General  who  commanded  the  Van 
of  the  French  Army,  imagined  he  had  got  an  Opportu- 
nity of  obtaining  an  eafy  Vidiory,  upon  feeing  the 
Confufion  our  Army  was  in,  occafioned  by  their  being 
expofed  to  the  French  Batteries  on  the  Mayn:  Upon 
this  he  refolved  to  pafs  the  Rivulet  of  Dettingen^  and 
march  up  to  attack  our  Army  in  the  Confufion  they 
were  in  ;  and  this  brought  the  two  Armies  to  an  En- 
gagement upon  equal  Ground,  except  that  our  Troops 
were  flanked  in  their  drawing  up,  as  well  as  they  hai 
been  in  their  March,  by  the  French  Batteries  upon  the 
other  Side  of  the  Mayn,  However,  they  made  a  Shift 
to  form  fome  Sort  of  Line,  and  the  Britijh  and  Aujir'ian 
Troops  received  the  French  Attack ;  for  as  to  thofe  of 
the  Hanoverian  that  were  in  the  Line,  I  could  never 
hear  that  they  either  were  attacked  or  did  attack:  I 
fay,  the  Britijh  and  Aufirian  Troops  received  the 
French  Attack  with  fuch  Firmnefs,  and  attacked  in 
their  Turn  with  fuch  Refolution,  that  the  French  were 
obliged  to  retire  with  great  Precipitation,  and  would 
certainly  have  fufFered  extremely  in  repaffing  the  Mayn^ 
if  they  had  been  vigoroufly  purfued  ;  but  here  again  the 
Advice  of  the  Hanover  Generals  interpofed,  and  pre- 
vented our  making  the  moft  of  the  Advantage  we  had 
obtained  by  the  Miftake  of  the  French  General  and  the 
Bravery  of  our  own  Troops.    Therefore  if  the  Eledo- 

rate 
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rate  of  Hanover  has  any  Merit  to  plead,  I  am  fure  it  is    Anno  17. 
with  the  French,  and  not  with  the  Queen  of  Hungary ^^^^'  ^^'  '7^3* 
©r  any  one  that  favours  her  Caufe. 

«  As  to  the  French,  indeed,  I  fhall  grant.  Sir,  that 
the  Electorate  of  Hanover  has  great  Merit  to  plead  with 
them ;  not  only  for  the  many  eminent  Services  it  did 
them  during  the  Life  of  the  late  Emperor,  but  for  fur- 
nifhing  them  with  an  Opportunity  to  reduce  the  Power 
of  the  Houfe  of  Aujiria^  by  encouraging  the  Queen  of 
Hungary  to  refufe  the  Terms  offered  her  by  Pruffia  up- 
on the  Death  of  the  late  Emperor,  or  at  ieaft  hy  pre- 
venting this  Nation's  infifting  upon  her  accepting  them  ; 
and  alfo  for  joining  io  cordialTy  with  them  in  the  Elec- 
tion of  an  Emperor,  for  allowing  the  Spanijh  Army  to 
fail  undifturbed  to  Italy,  and  for  drawing  this  Nation 
into  the  very  worft  Method  it  can  take  for  fupporting 
the  Queen  of  Hungary, 

*  Let  us  now  fee,  Sir,  if  this  Elcdorate  has  any 
Merit  to  plead  with  the  Queen  of  Hungary,  for  what 
was  done  laft  Campaign  after  the  Efcape  at  Dettingen. 
Soon  after  that  Skirmifti,  our  Army  was  joiaied,  it  is 
true,  by  6  or  8000  of  the  Hanoverian  Troops  in  Hano' 
verian  Pay  :  But  did  that  Army  ever  afterwards  do  any 
Thing  againft  the  French  in  Germany  ?  Notwithftanding 
its  being  joined  by  thefe  Troops,  and  by  the  Hejftam, 
did  it  not  leave  the  French  Army  undifturbed  in  Ger- 
many,  till  Prince  Charles^  Approach  made  them  retire? 
Did  it  do  any  Thing  againft  the  French  after  their  re- 
turning into  their  owji  Country  ?  Nothing,  Sir,  unlefs 
its  marching  up  to  the  French  Lines  upon  the  ^e'lch^ 
and  returning  again  with  Precipitation,  is  to  be  called 
a  Service  to  the  Queen  of  Hungary,  Sir,  if  we  had  laft 
Campaign  had  no  Hanover  Troops  in  our  Army  upon 
the  Rhine,  I  am  perfuaded,  it  would  have  joined  Prince 
Charles's  Army,  and  both  together  would  have  paifed 
that  River  at  Menfz.,  under  the  Command  of  Prince 
Charles,  In  this  Cafe,  I  am  convinced,  that  neither 
the  French  Lines  upon  the  ^eich,,  nor  thofe  upon  the 
Lauter,  would  have  faved  their  Country  from  an  Inva- 
fion ;  but  we  know  the  Caufe  why  thofe  two  Armies 
could  not  join,  and  that  Caufe  was  owiDg  to  our  having 
Hanoverians  in  our  Army, 

<Thus, 


Anno  I'.  €  Xbus^  Slr,  j  think  it  is  evident,  that  with  Regard 

^co.  .  1/43.^  ^^  ^l^g  Queen  of  Hungary  and  the  Common  Caufe,  the 
Electorate  of  Hanover  has  no  Merit  to  plead,  for  get- 
ting any  Advantage  either  by  the  Continuance  or  Event 
of  the  prefent  War  ;  and  yet  I  am  convinced,  that  this 
js  now  the  chief  End  in  profecuting  the  War.  If  I 
have  been  rightly  informed,  both  the  Emperor  and 
'France  offered,  the  Beginning  of  laft  Summer,  fuch 
Terms  for  reftoring  the  Peace  of  Germany^  as  both  the 
Queen  of  Hungary^  and  this  Nation,  ought  to  have 
accepted  of ;  and  if  I  have  been  mifinform.ed,  it  is  eafy 
for  our  Minifters  to  (hew  the  contrary,  by  laying  be^. 
fore  the  Parliament,  authentic  Accounts  of  the  Nego- 
tiations of  laft  Summer.  If  they  do  not,  I  hope  they 
will  exeufe  me,  if  I  continue  to  think,  that  the  only 
Reafon  why  a  Treaty  v/as  refufed,  was  becaufe  nothing 
was  thought  on  for  Hanover-,  and  that,  therefore,  they 
encouraged  the  Queen  of  Hungary  to  rejed  thofe  Offers, 
by  giving  her  Hopes,  that  this  Nation  would  affift  her 
to  conquer  fomething  from  France^  though,  I  am  per- 
fuaded,  they  themfelves  know  the  Thing  to  be  im- 
poffible,  in  the  prefent  Conjundure  j  but  this  was  only 
a  Pretence,  their  real  Aim  being  to  induce  the  Emperor 
and  France  to  agree  to  give  fomething  to  Hanover  j  for 
when  this  is  agreed  to,  the  Caufe  of  the  Queen  of  Hun- 
gary will  be  no  more  thought  on  than  it  was,  after 
Hanover  had  given  up  all  Hopes  of  getting  a  Part  of  the 
Prufftan  Dominions  by  an  offenfive  Alliance  with  that 
Princefs;  and,  confequently,  as  Self-Intereft  has  been, 
and  is  itill,  the  fole  View  of  that  Electorate,  I  am 
furprifed  to  hearits  Merit  infifted  on,  by  any  Gentle- 
jnan  of  this  Houfe. 

'  *  However,  Sirj-infignificant  as  the  Merits  of  Hanover 
iare,  I  fliould  not  grudge  it  any  Advantage  it  might 
acquire,  if  this  Nation  were  upon  that  Account  to  be 
at  no  Expence,  nor  to  run  any  R ilk  ;  but  when  this 
Nation  is  to  be  inthralled  upon  that  Account,  and  to 
run  the  Rifk  of  being  totally  undone,  as  an  Englijh?nan 
I  muft  oppofe  it  to  the  utmoft  of  my  Power  ;  and 
when  wicked  and  parafitical  Minifters  advife  fuch  Mea- 
fures,  it  is  they,  and  not  thofe  who  expofe  their  Mea- 
fftres,  that  are  Enemies  to  our  prefent  happy  Eftablifti- 
ment  ^  for  if  iLVQxy  Man  in  this  Houfe  were  to  be  ftlent 
r  '    4  upon 
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Ijpon  that  Head,  the  People  without  Doors  would  foon     Aniio  17. 
find  out  what  Tools  they  were  made  of:  They   would  <5ee.  ll,  1743,^ 
foon  perceive  their  being  facrificed  to  the  Interefts  and  ' 
Views  of  Hanover  \  and  this  would  render  every  honeft 
Man   in   the  Nation   not  only  difcontented   with   our 
public  Meafures,  but  difafFe^ied  to  the   illuftrious  Fa- 
mily now  upon  our  Throne  ;  the  necefTary  Confequence 
of  which  would  be,   that  our  prefent  Conftitution  mufl: 
overturn    our    prefent    Eftabliflinvef^-t,    or  our   prefent 
Eftablifhment  muO:  overturn  our  prefent  Conftiiution. 

'  Having  nov/  done  with  the  Merits  of  the  Electo- 
rate, I  fhould  next,  Sir,  confider  the  Merits  of  its 
Troops;  but  as  I  havealready  fhev/n,  that  they  neither 
have  been,  nor  can  be,  of  any  Service  to  the  Queen  of 
Hungary^  or  the  Common  Caufe,  and  that  if  they  could, 
they  ought  to  ferve  at  their  own  Kxpence,  it  is  from 
thence  plain,  that  we  have  nothing  to  do  witn  them, 
even  fuppofing  them  to  be  the  braveft  and  beft-difci- 
piined  Troops  in  Europe^  and  to  be  fully  fenfible  of  the 
Benefits  they  have  received  in  being  transferred  from 
Hanoverian  to  Britijh  Pay.  As  to  their  difobeying  of 
Orders,  and  as  to  the  Partialities  that  were  (iiewn  them, 
and  the  Animofities  that  arofe  between  them  and  thQ 
Britijh  Troops,  it  is  hardly  poffible  to  fuppofe,  that  the 
Accounts  we  have  had  of  thofe  Partialities,  Animofities, 
and  Difobedience,  fhould  be  without  Foundation  :  No 
Gentleman  can  fpeak  upon  this  Subject,  except  as  tp 
what  happened  Vv^ithin  his  own  Knowledge ;  and  whtn 
we  confider  how  dangerous  it  is  for  any  Gentlenian  in 
our  Army  to  fpeak  the  whole  Truth,  and  nothing  but 
the  Truth,  upon  this  Head,  vve  need  not  wonder  at 
the  learned  Gentleman's  being  very  unfuccefsful,  ani, 
perhaps,  egregioufly  mifmformed,  in  the  Iriquiries  he 
has  made  as  to  the  Behaviour  of  thofe  Troops,  the  Par- 
tialities that  were  (hewn  them,  or  the  Animofities  that 
arofe  between  them  and  the  Britijh.  But  as  the  learned 
Gentleman  acknowledges,  that  fuch  Animofities  arc 
v^ry  apt  to  arife  between  Troops  of  different  Nations, 
I  hope  he  will  acknowledge,  that  it  was  not  very  pru- 
dent to  take  Hanoverian  Troops  into  our  Pay,  and  that 
now  we  have  had  Experience  of  the  Confequence,  it 
would  be  the  Height  of  Madnefs  to  continue  them  in 
our  Paj,  becaufe  thofe  Animofities  may  breed  Difaf- 

fe^lion 
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Anno  17,      h£t\on  in  our  Army,  where  it  is  certainly  the  moH 
Geo.  ir.  1743.    dangerous,  becaufe  upon  our  Army  we  feem  of  late 
V  ■■%—     ^  Years   to   have   chiefly  depended,    for  our  Protedioii 
againft  the  Pretender  and  his  Adherents. 

'  What  Succefs  I  may  have  had.  Sir,  I  do  not  know  ; 
but  I  think  I  have  fhewn,  that  our  continuing  the  Ha- 
noverians in  our  Pay,  can  be  of  no  Service  to  the  Com- 
mon Caufe ;  that  we  have  no  Occafion  for  enquiring 
into  any  Fadls  or  Papers,  in  order  to  be  convinced  of 
this  Truth ;  that  the  continuing  them  in  our  Pay,  may 
fpread  DifafFeclion  in  the  Army,  as  well  as  among  the 
People  ;  that  therefore  his  Majefty  ought  to  be  advifed 
,  to  difmifs  them  ;  that  we  cannot  expedl:,  that  thofe  Mi- 
nifters  who  advifed  his  Majefty  to  take  them  into  his 
Pay,  will  ever  advife  him  to  difmifs  them  ;  that  there- 
fore this  Advice  ought  to  be,  and  may  be  given  by 
Parliament,  without  incroaching  upon  the  Prerogative 
of  the  Crown  ;  and  that  this  Advice  ought  to  be  given 
as  early  as  poffible.  All  thefe  Things,  I  think,  I  have 
fully  demonftrated,  and  therefore  1  hope  the  Motion 
will  be  agreed  to/ 

Hereupon  the  Houfe  divided,  and  a  Negative  was  put 
upon  the  Motion  by  a  Majority  of  231  to  181. 
Motion  relative  Dec.  8.  A  Motion  being  made,  and  the  Queftion 
to  the  Over-  propofcd,  *'  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill,  to 
''  oblige  Overfeers  of  the  Poor  to  produce  Poor's  Rates." 
The  Amendments  following  were  feverally  propofed  to 
be  made  to  the  Queftion,  by  leaving  out  the  Words 
'^  to  oblige,'*  and  inferting  the  Words  "  with  refpedt 
*'  to,"  inftead  thereof ;  and  by  leaving  out  the  Words 
**  to  produce,"  and  inferting  the  Word  "  and"  inftead 
thereof.  And  the  Queftion  being  put,  that  the  Words 
*'  to  oblige,"  ftand  Part  of  the  Queftion,  the  Houfe 
divided,  and  it  was  refolved  in  the  Affirmitive,  by  a 
Majority  of  lOo  againft  99, 

Refolved,  That  Leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill,  to 

oblige  Overfeers  of  the  Poor  to  produce  Poor's  Rates. 

Surpluflts,  &c.       Dec.  9.  Mr,  Scrope  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  purfuant 

brought  in.        to  their  late  Addrefs,  Surplufles  ftated  at  Lady-Day^ 

1743,  and  Surpluffes  ftated  at  Michaelmas^  '743>  which 

were  ordered  to  lie  upon  the  Table  for  the  Perufal  of 

.  the  Members. 

Ordired, 


fee rs  of  the 
i*oor 
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Ordered,  That  an  Account  of  his  Majefty's  Ships  and     Anno  17, 
VefTels,  now  in  Commiffion,  fpecifying  their  refpetStive  Geo.  II.  1743. 
Complements  of  Men,  with  an  Account  of  the  Mem-  ^"■^^■^^y^-^-^ 
hers  borne  in  each  Ship  and  Veflel,  from  the  laft  two  Account^ the 
Months  abftra<a,  preceding  the  25th  of  Dec,  1752,  for  Ships  in  Com- 
thofe  Ships  which  were  in  Commiffion,    before  thatn^i^o"' 
Time,  and  for  thofe  which  have  been  commiffioned 
fmce,  from  their  firft  Mufter,  after  they  were  put  in 
Commiffion,  to  this  Time  ;  fpecifying  the  Time  when, 
and  Place  where,  each  two  Months  Mufter  was  made, 
be  laid  before  this  Houfe. 

Dec.  10.  Mr.  Francis  Fane^  according  to  Order,  re-  Refoiutions  of 
ported  from  the  Committee  of  Supply,  the  Refoiutions  the  Committee. 
of  that  Committee,  which  they  came  to  on  the  Ninth,  *'  Supply. 
viz.  That  it  is  the  Opinion  of  that  Committee  that 
40,000  Men  be  employed  for  the  Sea  Service  for  the 
Year  1744,  beginning  from  the  ift  Day  of  January^ 
jj/^2' — ^That  a  Sum,  not  exceeding  4/.  per^  Man  per 
Month,  be  allowed  for  maintaining  the  faid  40,000 
Men  for  13  Months,  including  the  Ordnance  for  Sea 
Service.     Which  Refoiutions  were  agreed  to  by  the 
Houfe. 

Dec,  12.  Mr.  Winningtm  prefented  to  the  Houfe, 
according  to  Order,  a  Bill  to  oblige  Overfeers  of  the 
Poor  to  produce  Poor's  Rates,  which  was  received  and 
read  the  firft  Time,  refolved  to  be  read  a  fecond  Time^ 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Dec,  13.  The  Order  for  laying  before  the  Houfe  an 
Account  of  his  Majefty's  Ships  and  VefTels,  now  in 
Commiffion,  &c.  &c:  &c.  was,  upon  Motion,  read 
and  difcharged. 

Ordered,  That  an  Account  be  laid  before  this  Houfe,  New  Order  for 
of  his  Majefty's  Ships  and  VefTels  now  in  Commiffion,  ^"°""^  «^ 
fpecifying  their  refpedive  Complements  of  Men,  with  ^^'^^'^  ^'^" 
an  Account  of  the  Numbers  borne  and  muflered  in  each 
Ship  and  Veffel,  from  the  laft  two  Months  abftra<a, 
preceding  the  25th  of  Dec,  1742,  for  thofe  Ships  which 
were  in  Commiffion  before  that  Time,  and  f©r  thofe 
which  have  been  commiffioned  fmce,  from  their  firf^ 
Mufter,  afcer  they  were  put  in  Commiffion,  to  this 
Time  j  fpecifying  the  Time  when,  and  Place  where, 
each  two  Months  Mufter  was  made  5  and  alfo  fpecifying 
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Committee  of 
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tand-Tax  Bill 
prefented. 


Bill  for  more 
fpeedily  and  ef- 
feGually  Man- 
ning the  Navy* 


Order. 
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the  Place  where  each  Ship  and  VeHel  now  is,  and  un- 
der whofe  Command. 

Mr.  Francis  Fane  reported  from  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  the  following  Refolution  of  that 
Committee :  That  it  is  the  Opinion  of  this  Committee, 
that,  towards  railing  the  Supply  granted  to  his  Majefty, 
Four  Shillings  in  the  Pound  be  raifed,  in  the  Year  1744, 
upon  Lands,  Tenements,  &c,  &c.  in  England  -And  Wales, 
and  Town  of  Berwick  upon  Tiveed;  and  that  a  propor- 
tionable Cefs  be  laid  upon  Scotland.  And  the  faid  Refo- 
lution being  agreed  to  by  the  Hou^,  a  Bill  was  ordered 
to  be  brought  in  purfuaiit  thereto. 

Dec.  14.  Mr.  Francis  Fane  piefented  to  the  Houfe, 
according  to  Order,  a  Bill  for  granting  an  Aid  to  his 
Majefty  by  a  Land -Tax,  &c.  for  1744,  which  was  re- 
ceived and  read  a  firft  Time.  Refolved,  that  the  Bill 
be  read  a  fecond  Time. 

Ordered,  Nemine  Coniradicente^  That  Leave  be  given 
to  bring  in  a  Bill,  for  the  more  fpeedy  and  effedtually 
Manning  his  Majefty 's  Fleet ;  and  that  the  Vice-Admiral' 
Vernon^  Sir  John  PhilippSy  and  Mr,  Sydenham^  do  pre- 
pare and  bring  in  the  fame. 

Ordered,  I'hat  Leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to 
amend  and  make  more  eftecStual,  the  Laws  relating  to 
Rogues,  Vagabonds,  and  other  idle  and  diforderly  Per- 
fons ;  and  to  Houfes  of  Corredion :  And  that  Sir 
Nathaniel  Curzon^  Mr.  Hay^  Sir  John  Philipps,  Mr. 
Proby^  Mr.  Noely  and  Mr.  JVilkinfon^  do  prepare  and 
bring  in  the  fame. 

Dec,  16.  Ordered,  That  it  be  an  .Inftru6lion  to  the 
Committee  upon  the  Land-Tax  Bill,  that  they  have 
Fov^er  to  receive  a  Claufe  of  Credit :  Alfo  that  they 
have  Power  to  receive  a  Claufe,  to  make  good  the  De- 
ficiency of  the  Land-Tax  for  1742,  out  of  the  Supplies 
granted  for  1744.  Hereupon  the  Houfe  refolved  itfelf 
into  the  faid  Committee. .  z 

Dec,  19.  Refolved,  That  the  Land-Tax  Bill  do 
pafs. 

Vice-Admiral  Vernon  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  ac- 
cording to  Order,  a  Bill  for  the  more  fpeedy  and  effec- 
tual Manning  of  his  Majefty's  Fleet :  And  the  fame 
was  received  and  read  the  iirlt  Time,     Refolved,  That 

it 


it  be  read  a  fecond  Time,  and  it  was  ordered  to  be    Anno  ir. 
printed.  Geo.  ii,  1743. 

Ordered,  That  Leave  *be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill,  •^^— -v— *«* 
for  remedying  fome  Defe6ls  in  the  AS:,  made  in  43 
Eliz.  intitled,  An  A6t  for  the  Relief  oF  the  Poor: 
And  that  Sir  John  Philipps,  Mr.  Fazakerley,  Mr.  Fox, 
Mr.  George  Grenville^  Mr.  Bramjlon^  the  Lord  Chetwyndy 
and  Mr.  Charlton^  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  fame  ; 
To  whom  Mr.  Fonnereau^  and  Mr.  Hay^  were  next  Day 
added. 

The  Houfe  refolved  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  the 
whole  Houfe,  upon  the  Bill  to  oblige  Overfeers  of  the 
Poor  to  produce  Poor's  Rates.  From  which  the  Lord 
Dupplin  reported,  that  they  had  gone  through  the  Bill, 
and  made  feveral  Amendments  to  the  Bill. 

Dec.  20.  Mr.  //<»;?  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  accord- yagaboadBIlU 
ing  to  Order,  a  Bill  to  amend  and  make  more  efFe^lual, 
the  Laws  relating  to  Rogues,  Vagabonds,  and  other 
idle  and  diforderly  Perfons  5  and  to  Houfes  of  Correc- 
tion :  And  the  fame  was  received  and  read  the  firfr 
Time.  Refolved,  That  the  Bill  be  read  a  fecond  Time, 
and  it  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Lord  Dupplin^  according  to  Order,  reported  from 
the  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe,  the  Amendments 
which  they  had  made  to  the  Bill,  to  oblige  Overfeers 
of  the  Poor  to  produce  Poor's  Rates;  which  Amend-' 
ments  were  read  a  firfl:  and  a  fecond  Time,  one 
by  one;  and  upon  the  Queflion  feverally  put  there- 
upon, were  agreed  to  by  the  Houfe  ;  and  an  Amend- 
ment jwas  made  by  the  Houfe  to  the  Bill ;  and  ihen 
the  Bill,  with  the  Amendments,  was  ordered  ^to  be 
engroifed. 

Dec,  21.  Mr.  Baker,  Deputy-Secretary  at  "War,  Eftimates  grc^ 
prefented  to  the  Houfe,  purfuant  to  their  Addrefs  to  his  ^e^ted, 
Majefty,  Eftimate  of  Guards,  Garrifons,  and  other 
Land-Forces,  for  1744. — Eftimate  of  the  Charge  of 
ten  Regiments  of  Marines,  for  1744. — And  alfo  Efti* 
mate  of  the  Charge  of  his  Majefty's  Forces  in  Flanders, 
for  1744.  Which  Eftimates  were  ordered  to  lie  up- 
on the  Table,  to  be  per u fed  by  the  Members  of  the 
Houfe, 

Ordered^ 


Anno  17, 
G«0(  II.  1743* 

Haif-pay  Lift 
ordered. 


Bill  to  produce 
Poor's  Rates 
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Ordnance  Eftl- 
mate  prtfeoted. 


Half-pay  Lift 
prefented. 


Refalut'ous  of 
the  Committee 
ot  Supply, 
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Ordered,  That  a  Lift  be  laid  before  the  Houfe,"  of 
all  the  Flag-Officers,  Commanders,  and  other  Sea- 
Officers,  now  on  Half-pay,  fpecifying  the  Dates  q£ 
their  feveral  Commiffions,  and  the  Time  when  they 
were  refpedively  put  upon  Half-pay. 

An  ingrofled  Bill,  to  oblige  Overfeers  of  the  Poot 
to  produce  Poor*s  Rates,  was  read  the  third  Time. 

It  was  refolved.  That  the  Bill  do  pafs,  and  ordered 
that  Lord  Dupplin  do  carry  the  Bill  to  the  Lords,  and 
dejire  their  Concurrence. 

Dec,  22.  The  Houfe  adjourned  to  Jan.  9  next. 

Jan,  10.  A  Bill  to  amend  and  make  more  effectual 
the  Laws  relating  to  Rogues,  Vagabonds,  &c.  &c.  was 
Tead  a  fecond  Time,  and  committed. 

Mr.  Rawlinfon  Earle  prefented  to  the  Houfe.,  pur- 
fuant  to  their  Addrefs  to  his  Majefty,  an  Eftimate  of 
the  Charge  of  the  Office  of  Ordnance,  for  1744;  Land- 
Service.  Which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
Table,  to  be  perufed  by  the  Members. 

Jan,  II.  Dr.  Lee  prefented  to  the  Houfe  a  Lift  of 
the  Flag-Officers,  Commanders,  &c.  now  on  Half-pay, 
&c.  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table,  to  be  pe- 
rufed by  the  Members. 

Jan,  12.  Mr.  Francis  Fane,  according  to  Order, 
reported  from  the  Committee  of  Supply,  the  follow- 
ing Refolutions  of  the  faid  Committee,  viz.  i.  That 
634,344/.  1 1^.  4^.  be  granted  to  his  Majefty,  for  de- 
fraying the  Charge  of  21,358  efFe6live  Men  (Commif- 
fion  and  Non-commiffion  Officers  included)  to  be  em- 
ployed in  Flanders  for  1744.  2.  That  1 9,028  efrediive 
Men,  including  815  Invalids,  with  Commiffion  and 
Non-commiffion  Officers,  be  employed  for  Guards, 
Garrifons,  and  other  Services,  for  1744.  3.  That  a 
Sum,  not  exceeding  561,794/.  55.  5^.  ^.  be  granted 
for  defraying  the  Charge  of  the  faid  Forces  for  Guards 
and  /Garrifons.  4.  That  11,550  Marines  (Commif- 
fion and  Non-commiffion  Officers  included)  be  em- 
ployed for  1744.  5.  That  206,806/.  loi.  od.  be 
granted,  for  defraying  the  Charge  of  the  faid  Ma- 
rines. Which  faid  Refolutions  being  feverally  read  a 
fecond  Time,  were,  upon  the  Qucrftion  feverally  put 
thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  Houfe. 

But 
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^fi  wl>eh  the  Motion   for  the  firft  Refolution  W3s      A*ino  17, 
fchade  by  ^William  Yonge,  in  the  Committee,  a  De-  ^^^'  ^^  '742* 
bate  enfued  :   He  introduced  the  Motion  by  a  Speech  to  '^^-— >r**^ 
the  following  Effei^ : 
*  Sir, 

'  As  we  arfe  riotR^  iri  the  Comrbiltee  of  Supply j  ar^d  SirWm.VongCi 
have  had  the  Eftimate  for  the  Support  of  our  Troops  in 
Manders  referred  to  us^  it  is  my  Duty  to  make  you 
the  proper  Motion  for  providing  for  that  Service  ;  and 
^hoiigh  1  cannot  fuppofe,  that  the  Motion  I  am  to  make 
will  be  rejecS^ed ;  yet,  as  1  think  it  would  be  for  the 
public  Good  to  have  it  imanimoufly  agreed  to,  I  {hall 
beg  J^eave  to  explain  the  Utility,  and  even  the  Neceffity 
of  the  Service,  before  I  defire  you  to  provide  for  it<  The 
Support  of  the  Queen  of  Hungary^  and  in  that  the  Pre^- 
fervation  of  the  Balance  of  Power,  is  a  Meafure  which 
I  need  fay  nothing  in  Favour  of,  becaufe  it  has  been 
jrecom mended  to  his  Majefty  by  his  Parliament,  and  by 
the  general  Voice  df  his  People.  In  Piirfuance  of  this, 
his  Majefiy  fermed  an  Army  in  Flanders  the  Summet 
before  lafl,  which  had  fuch  an  Effe<!i  upon  the  Coun^ 
fels  of  FrantSy  as  prevented  their  fending  the  necefTary 
Reinforcements  to  their  Armies  in  Germany^  or  any  Af- 
iiftance  to  the  Spaniards  in  Savoy,  by  which  Means  the 
Queen  of  Hungary  became  every  where  fuperior  in  Ger- 
inany,  and  the  King  of  Sardinia  was  enabled  to  repel  all 
the  Attacks  made  upon  him  by  the  Spaniards  in  Pied^ 
inont.  But  as  the  French  and  Spaniards  ftiil  perfifted  it\ 
their  Defigns  of  ftripping  the  Queeii  of  Hungary  of  a 
great  Part  of  her  Dominions,  it  became  neceflary  to 
drive  the  French  entirely  out  of  Germany y  in  order  to 
enable  the  Queen  of  Hungary  to  march  her  Armies  to 
the  RhinSy  and  to  make  an  Attack  upon  France  itfelf, 
ifvhich  appealed  to  be  the  only  effectuaF  Method  for  com- 
pelling that  Nation  to  give  over  their  ambitious  Defigns§ 
and  fubmit  to  fUch  Terms  of  Peace  as  might  reftore  ancj 
feciire  the  Balance  of  Power<  For  this  Purpofe,^  our 
Army  marched  the  Beginning  of  laft  Campaign  toG^r- 
fhany,  where  they  added  to  the  LauVels  of  their  Country 
hy  the  glorious  Victory  at  Dettingen^  whereby  they 
cornpelled  the  French  to  evacuate  Germany^  and  the 
Emperor  to  agree  to  a  Sufpenfton  of  Arms  with  the 
Queen  of  Hungary,  This  opened  a  (x^q  Paflage  for  het 
L  Armies 
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Anno  Ty.  Armies  to  the  Rhine',  and  if  Prince  Charles  could  have 
Geo  II.  1743.^  pafTed  that  River,  a  glorious  End  might,  very  probably, 
have  been  put  to  the  War  before  the  Clofe  of  laft  Cam- 
paign ;  but  the  French  had  fo  fortified,  and  guarded 
fo  vi^atcbfully  the  Banks  of  that  River,  that  he  could  not 
force  a  PafTage,  which  prevented  laft  Campaign's  having 
fo  happy  an  IfTue  as  might  have  been  expedted  from  fo 
fuccefsful  a  Beginning. 

'  This,  Sir,  makes  it  necefTary  for  us  to  provide  for 
another  Campaign  j  for  unlefs  the  Queen  of  Hungary  be 
enabled  to  make  a  vigorous  Impreflion  upon  the  Domi- 
nions of  France  itfelf,  we  cannot  expedl:  that  their 
Court  will  ever  agree  to  equitable  Terms ;  and  there- 
fore, his  Majefty  thinks  it  necefTary  to  have  a  greater 
Number  of  his  Britijh  Forces  in  Flanders  than  he  had 
laft  Year,  efpecially  as  he  cannot  depend  upon  having  the 
HeJJian  Troops  continued  in  his  Pay  or  Service.  Next 
Campaign  we  may  expert,  that  Prince  Charles  will  be  upon 
the  Rhine  with  a  numerous  Army,  as  foon  as  the  Seafon  will 
permit ;  and  it  is  hardly  to  be  fuppofed,  that  the  French 
will  be  able,  during  a  whole  Campaign,  to  guard  the 
Banks  of  that  River  fo  clofely,  as  to  prevent  his  getting 
any  one  Opportunity  to  pafs  over  it  with  his  Army  ;  ef- 
pecially if,  by  having  a  numerous  Army  in  Flanders, 
we  prevent  its  being  in  the  Power  of  France  to  fend  any 
great  Number  of  their  Troops  to  the  Rhine,  The  Mo- 
ment Prince  Charles  pafles  that  River,  he  will  enter  the 
Territories  of  France^  and,  confequently,  the  French 
muft  either  venture  a  Battle  with  him,  or  leave  feme  of 
their  beft  Provinces  to  be  ravaged  and  reduced.  If  they 
venture  a  Battle,  I  am  pretty  confident  it  will  be  a  de- 
cifive  one  \  and,  I  think,  we  have  good  Ground  to 
hope,  that  the  Fate  of  it  will  be  favourable  to  us,  if  we 
c'onfider,  that  the  Flower  of  the  French  Army  has  been 
already  cut  off  in  G^r/K^w)',  and  that  their  Troops,  even 
when  compofed  of  Veterans,  have  never  yet  appeared 
to  be  equal,  upon  fair  Ground,  to  the  Troops  of  the 
Queen  of  Hungary.  When  they  get  behind  Stone  Walls, 
and  in  Places  where  they  cannot  run  away  without  the 
Leave  of  their  Officers,  they  may  ftand  their  Ground 
firmly  enough,  becaufe  their  Officers  are  certainly  Men 
of  Courage  and  Conduct,  and  the  common  Men  are 
alert  e(iough  at   liring  j  but  when  they  engage  in   an 

open 
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open  Field,  where  their  Enemies  can  come  at  them,  and     Anno  17. 
thereby  put  an  End  to  their  firing,  it  has  generally  been  ^'.^'i^ 
found,  that  the  French  common  Soldiers  foon  take  to    *-^     ^      ^ 
their  Heels,  and  leave  their  Officers  a  Prey  to  their 
Enemies. 

'  From  thefe  Confiderations,  Sir,  I  think  we  have 
good  Ground  to  hope,  that  if  the  French  venture  a  Bat* 
tie  with  Prince  Charles  after  he  has  pafled  the  Rhine^  it 
will  be  a  decifive  one  in  our  Favour  j  and  if  they  do  ilot 
venture  a  Battle,  Alface^  Lorrain,  Franche  Comte^  and 
perhaps  fome  of  the  interior  Provinces  of  i^r^w^,- will 
become  a  Prey  to  the  Enemy.  In  either  of  thefe  Cafes 
the  French  Court  will  be  compelled  to  fubmit  to  reafon- 
able  Terms  of  Peace,  and  Spain  muft  immediately  fol- 
low their  Example.  Thus,  if  we  continue  to  adtwith 
Vigour,  we  have,  I  think,  good  Reafon  to  expert,  that 
in  one  Campaign  we  fhall  be  able  to  reftore  and  eftablifh 
a  Balance  of  Power  in  Europe ;  and  to  force  Spain  to 
agree  to  fuch  Terms  of  Peace  as  may  fecure  the  Freedom 
of  our  Trade  and  Navigation,  by  abolifhing  all  the  in- 
folent  Claims  they  have  lately  fet  up  againft  us.  Where- 
as, if  we  fhould  flag  in  our  Endeavours  for  fupporting 
the  Common  Caufe,  or  put  a  Stop  to  thofe  vigorous 
Meafures  that  have  already  given  fuch  a  happy  Turn  to 
the  Affairs  of  Europe ;  the  French  would  refume  their 
former  ambitious  Projects ;  the  Queen  of  Hungary,  de- 
fer ted  by  us  as  well  as  by  the  reft  of  her  Allies,  would 
find  herfelf  at  laft  obliged  to  fubmit,  and  the  Balance  of 
Power  would  be  irrecoverably  loft  ;  after  which  we 
could  not  hope  to  be  able  to  force  Spain  to  give  up  any 
of  thofe  unjuft  and  infolent  Claims  lately  fet  up  againft 
us ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  we  fhould  foon  be  forced  to 
fubmit  to  every  one  of  them,  and,  perhaps,  to  much 
more  unjuft  and  more  infolent  Claims  that  might  be 
trumped  up  againft  us  by  France,  as  well  as  by  Spain. 

'  I  confefs.  Sir,  that  the  Meafures  his  Majefty  is  now 
obliged  to  purfue  are  vaftly  expenfive  to  us  ;  and  I  like- 
v/ife  confefs,  that  the  Nation  is  not  at  prefent  in  fo 
good  a  Condition  as  I  could  wifh,  for  fupporting  this 
vaft  Expence  ;  but  confidering  what  we  have  to  hope, 
and  what  we  have  to  fear,  every  Gentleman  muft,  I 
think,  allow,  that  the  Expence  is  abfolutely  neceffary  ; 
therefore  I  fhall  add  no  more,  but  conclude  vvith  moving, 
L  2  **  That 
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Anno  57.      ^>  Iriiat  the  Sum  of  634,344/.  115.  /^d,  be  granted  to 
Geo.  ir.  1743.    his  Majefty,  for  defraying  the  Charge  of  21,358  efFe6tive 
•*^  "v*^— y  Men,  (CommlfHon  and  Non-CommifHon  Officers  in- 
cluded) to  be  employed  in  Flanders  for  the  Year  1 744." 
To  this  it  was  replied,  in  Subilance  a?  follows,  by 
William  Pitt,  Efq; 
*  Sir, 
"^m.  Pitt,  Efgj      <  As  it  is  not  now  the  Falhion  to  let  the  Parliament 
know   any  Thing    of  our  pyblic  Meafures :    As  our 
Meafures,  or  at  leaft   the  Motives    for  them,  are   al- 
ways of  late  too  great  a  Secret  to  be  communicated  to 
fuch  a  numerous  Body  of  Men,  I  proteft  I  know  no- 
thing of  them ;  nor  can  I,  from  any  public  Appear- 
ances, comprehend  the   Meaning  of  them :   No  Man 
^  can,  who  has  not  an  intimate  Correfpondence  with  fome 

ofourMiniftersoftheClofet;  which,  I  thank  God  I  Ihave 
notjandtherefore,  iflmiftakeormiftateourlateorprefent 
Meafures,  I  hope  the  Gentlemen,  who  think  themfelves 
happy  in  having  fuch  a  Correfpondence,  will  excufe  me. 
*  There  are  two  Points,  Sir,  which  ought  to  be  con* 
fidered,  and  fully  difcufled,  before  we  agree  to  the  Hon, 
Oetitleraan's  Motion  ;  and  that  is,  the  End  of  our  give- 
ing  AiTiftanee  to  the  Queen  of  Hungary^  and  the  Man- 
ner in  Which  we  are  to  give  that  Affiftance.  If  the 
Pnnch  ftili  infill  upon  taking  a  great  Part  of  the  Queen. 
6f  Hungary^s  Dominions  in  Germany  from  her,  and 
giving  them  to  the  Emperor,  in  order  to  induce  him  to 
agree  to  their  taking  Planders^  or  fomethingelfe  to  them- 
felves,  I  think  we  ought  to  endeavour,  toils  Virlhus^  to 
prevent  fuch  a  Scheme's  taking  Effe<3: 5  becaufe  I  am, 
and  always  have  been,  of  Opinion,  that  the  Monarchy 
^i  France  is  already  more  powerful  than  is  confiftent 
with  the  Safety  of  Europe:  I  thought  fo  even  before 
they  made  the  Acquifition  of  Lorrain^  which  they  were 
permitted  to  do,  by  a  moft  criminal  Connivance  of  our 
Minifters,  at  a  Time  when  we  had  a  better  Opportir- 
nity  than^  I  am  afraid,  we  ihall  ever  have  again,  for  fe* 
ducing  the  Power  of  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon,  If  this, 
therefore,  were  the  End  of  our  giving  Affiftance  to  the 
Queen  of  Hungary ^  I  (hould  approve  of  our  giving  her 
our  utmoft  Affiftance  ;  yet,  even  in  this  Cafe,  I  (houlJ 
not  agree  to  the  Hon.  Gentleman's  Motion,  becaufe  1  ^p 
not  approve  of  the  Manner  he  propofes  for  giving  her 
our  Affiftance.  '  But, 


C    '57    ] 

«  But,  Sir,  if  the  French  have  entirely  departed  from     Anno  17. 
this  Scheme :   If  they  departed  from  it  as  foon  as  they  Geo.  11. 1745, 
found  themfelves  abandoned  by  Prujfia  and  Saxony :  If  ^w*»  !■"'/"     ■' 
they  were  then  willing,  as  I  believe  they  vi^ere,  to  reftore 
the  Peace  oi  Germany^  upon  the  fingle  Condition  of  the 
Queen  of  Hungary's  reftoring  to  the  Emperor  his  heredi- 
tary Dominions,  1  think,  we  ought  not  to  have  encou- 
raged her,  by  aur  Affiftance,  to  have  continued  the  War 
m  Germany .i  and  much  lefs  ought  we  to  encourage  her, 
which,  lam  afraid,  we  do,  tothink  of  procuring,  by  our 
Aififtance,   an  Equivalent  from  i^r<?w^^,  for  what  fhe  has 
yielded  to  Pruffia  and  Saxony  in  Germany,  If  this  be  the  End 
of  our  afliftingher,  Idifapprove  gf  theEnd  as  much  as  1  do 
oftheManner;  andldifapproveofit,  notbecaufelihould 
not  be  glad  to  fee  the  Power  of  France  reduced,  but  be- 
caufe  1  think  the  prefent  a  very  improper  TimCj  either 
for  the  Queen  of  Hungary  or  us  to  think  of  it.     There 
is  a  certain  Spirit  which  prevails,  and  by  which  Courts 
as  well  as  private  Men  are  governed  :  This  Spirit  a  vv'ife 
and  confiderate  Minifter  will  always  have  great  Regard 
to,  and  y/Wl  take   his  Meafures  accordingly  ;  for  the 
World  is  not  to  be  dire:died  by  every  Whim  that  may 
enter  into  the  addle  Head   of  a  bold   and   enterprifing 
Minifter.     The  ambitious  Schemes  of  the  Jate  King  of 
France  had  raifed  a  Spirit  of  Jealoufy  againft  that  Mo- 
narchy, in  almoft  every  Court  of  Europe^  which  pro- 
duced feveral  Confederacies  againft  It,  and  one  at  h^ 
which  brought  it  to  the  Brink  of  Perdition.     Since  his 
Death,  the  Court  of  France^  being  made   fenfible  by 
Experience  of  the  Danger  of  raifmg  fuch  a  Spirit,  have 
guarded  againft  doing   {o  as  much  as  poiTibJe,  fo  that 
there  is  now  no  fuch  Spirit  in  arsy  Court  of  Europe ; 
but,  on    the  contrary,  there  is   a   Spirit  of  Jealou fy 
among  all  the  Prinqes  o^  Germany  againft  the  Power  of 
the  Houfe  oi  Aujiria  \  therefore  no  one  Court  in  Europe 
will  join  with  us,  and  the  Queen  of  Hungary^  in  this 
Project  againft   France.     Nay,    1  doubt  mudi   if  the 
Electorate  of  Hamver  will  join  with  us  j  for  though  we 
had  fo  me  of  the  Electoral  Troops,  I   mean  ple^Sioral 
Troops  in  Eledoral  Pay,  laft  Year  with  us  upon  the 
Rhine,  I  am  convinced  they  did  not  come  there  with  a 
Defign  to  attack  France;  nor  fhall  we,    I  believe,  be 
favoured  with  any  more  of  them,  if  we  but  feemto  have 
(uch  a  Defign  ;  Even  thofe  of  them  that  are  in  our  Pay 
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Anno  17.  may  refufe  to  obey  the  Orderjrof  our  General,  as  they 
Geo.  II.  1743.  did  laft  Summer,  ftiould  he  command  them  upon 
'  any  fuch  Service.  I  mull  therefore  fuppofe.  Sir,  that 
in  fuch  a  Projed  we  fhall  at  prefent  have  no  Afliftance 
from  any  one  Potentate  in  Europe ;  and  were  we'  quite 
free  of  Debt,  it  would,  in  my  Opinion,  be  too  grand 
for  us  and  the  Queen  of  Hungary  alone :  in  our  prefent 
Circumftances,  I  think,  it  is  abfolutely  imprsdi cable. 

'  When  I  fay  (o^  Sir,  I  mean  humanly  fpeaking  ;  for 
the  Race,  I  know,  is  not  to  the  Swift,  nor  the  Battle 
to  the  Strong.  Suppofe  then  that  Providence  ihould 
work  Miracles  in  our  Favour,  and  give  us  unexpecSled 
Succefs  againft  France  in  the  Execution  of  this  Defign  ; 
Suppofe  their  Armies,  like  that  of  the  Jldidianiies^ 
fhould  fet  every  Man  his  Sword  againft  his  fellow,  and 
their  Walls,  like  thofe  of  Jericho^  fhould  fall  down  flat 
before  us  ;  yet  can  we  fuppofe,  that  the  Princes  of  Ger- 
many,  who  are  fo  jealous  of  the  Power  of  the  Houfe  of 
Aujlria,  efpecially  fuch  of  them  as  have  lately  got  hold 
of  fome  Part  of  the  Aujlrian  Territories ;  I  fay,  can  we 
fuppofe,  that  thofe  Princes  would  fit  f^ill  and  fee  the 
Power  of  the  Houfe  of  Aujiria  vaftly  increafed,  and 
the  Monarchy  of  France  very  much  reduced,  when  it 
is  fo  evident,  that  the  Prefervation  of  the  PofTeffions 
they  have  fo  lately  acquired,  and,  perhaps,  their  future 
Independency,  muft  depend  chiefly  upon  the  Fricndfhip 
and  Aflliftance  of  France?  It  is,  I  think,  almoft  certain, 
that  in  Cafe  of  our  Succefs,  they  would  alj  unite  toge- 
ther for  putting  a  Stop  to  it ;  and  confidering  how  jea- 
lous Hanover  has  been  for  many  Years  of  the  Houfe  of 
Aujiria,  I  doubt  much  if  that  Ele61:orate  would  refufe 
to  join  in  fuch  a  Confederacy  :  I  am  convinced  it  would 
not  join  with  us ;  and  though  it  did  not  join  openly 
againft  us,  it  might  find  Ways  and  Means  to  difconcert 
all  our  Meafures,  in  order  to  prevent  the  Accomplifli- 
ment  of  the  End  we  propofe, 

*  Thus,  Sir,  if  the  procuring  the  Queen  of  Hungary 
an  Equivalent  from  France  be  the  End  or  Defign  of  our 
maintaining  an  Army  in  Flanders,  it  is  fo  evidently  im- 
practicable,  that  I  am  convinced,  it  cannot  be  the  true 
End  :  It  muft  be  a  Pretence  made  ufc  of  for  covering 
fome  hidden  Defign,  which  our  Minifters  dare  not  own, 
and  which  would  certainly  coft  fome  of  them  their 
Heads,  if  it  fhould  be  proved  upon  them*  I  mean  that 
,    ■     ^  of 
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of  lavlfhing  the  Blood  and  Treafure  of  England,  for  the      Anno  17. 
Sake  of  getting  an  Opportunity  to  maintain  16,000  Ha-  Geo.  11.^743, 
noveriansy  or  for  the  Sake  of  getting  fome  little  Terri-  "  ~ 

tories  added  to  the  Dominions  of  that  Electorate.  And 
if  the  End  be  to  defeat  the  French  in  their  Scheme 
of  taking  a  great  Part  of  the  Queen  of  Hungary*^  Do- 
minions from  her,  and  giving  them  to  the  Emperor, 
that  he  may  confent  to  fome  Additions  being  made  to 
their  Monarchy,  we  ought  to  be  well  convinced,  that 
there  is  flill  fome  fuch  Scheme  in  petto^  before  we  agree 
to  load  our  Country  with  fo,  great  an  Expence ;  becaufe 
from  the  public  Accounts  we  have  great  Reafon  to  be- 
lieve, that,  if  ever  the  French  had  fuch  a  Scheme,  they 
have  now  given  it  up ;  and  becaufe  we  have  no  Reafon 
to  believe,  that  the  French  would  embark  in  a  Scheme 
which  mull  be  attended  with  great  Danger,  Difficulty 
and  Expence  to  them,  when  unaffifted  by  any  of  the 
Princes  of  Germany,  The  only  Hopes  they  can  now 
have  of  being  able  to  execute  fuch  a  Scheme,  muft  arife 
from  our  encouraging  the  Queen  o(  Hungary  to  be  im- 
moderate in  her  Demands,  which  may  raife  the  Jea- 
loufy  of  the  German  Princes  to  fuch  a  Height,  as  may 
force  them  to  join  again  in  an  Alliance  with  France^  for 
reducing  her  Power,  and  putting  an  End  to  her  ambi- 
tious Views. 

'  In  all  I  have  yet  faid,  Sir,  I  have  ndt  mentioned 
Italy,  becaufe,  I  believe,  no  one  is  fo  wrong-headed  as 
to  fuppofe,  that  in  order  to  affift  the  Queen  of  Hungary^ 
to  prefer ve  her  Dominions  in  Italy,  the  beft  Method  is 
to  form  an  Army  in  Flanders,  or  to  attempt  to  make 
an  Impreffion  upon  France  on  that  Side,  where,  every 
one  knows,  that  Monarchy  is  the  beft  guarded,  and  the 
leaft  fufceptible  of  an  Impreffion  ;  therefore,  no  one 
£urely  will  pretend,  that  this  is  the  End  of  our  forming 
or  maintaining  an  Army  in  Flanders. 

'  I  fhall  now.  Sir,  confider  the  Manner  in  which  we 
ought  to  affift  the  Queen  o^  Hungary,  and  let  the  End  be 
what  it  will,  I  am  very  fure  the  Manner  propofed  is  in  every 
Refpe£l  wrong.  I  muft  lay  it  down,  and  I  (hall  always 
confider  it,  as  a  certain  Maxim,  that  w^e  ought  never 
to  think  of  affifting  any  of  our  Allies  upon  the  Conti- 
nent with  a  great  Number  of  Troops.  If  we  fend  any 
of  our  Troops  to  their  Affiilance,  it  ought  always  to  be, 
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AnriA  ty.  rather  with  a  View  to  give  our  Gcntlempn  m  Opportu- 
feeo.  II,  T743.  nity  to  imptove  themfelves  in  the  military  Art,  tha^ 
•  with  a  Viewtoaffift  our  Allies.  They  have  no  Occa- 
fion  for  our  Men,  and  the  Qtieen  of  Hungary  'lefs  than 
any  other  :  She  has  Men,  and  brave  Men  too,  in  Ab-un* 
fiance  :  She  only  wants  Money  to  a^m  and  fuppott 
them.  Therefore,  the  only  Manner  in  which  we  ought 
to  think  of  fupporting  her,  or  any  other  of  our  Alircs 
n'pan  the  Continent,  is  with  our  Money  and  our  Navy  ; 
and  my  Reafonfor  laying  this  down  as  a  Maxim  is,  not 
Only  becauTe  the  Sea  is  bur  natural  Elernent,  'hut  he- 
caufe  it  is  dangerOQs  to  our  Liherties,  as  well  as  de- 
ilru£tive  to  our  Trade,  to  encourage  great  Nunibers  6f 
our  Peopfe  to  make  the  SoWier-Craft  their  Trade,  fb 
as  to  depend  opon  that  alone  for  their  Livelihood.  A 
Farmer,  a  Day-Labourer,  a  Cobler,  'may  be  a  goo4 
Soldier,  if  you  take  Care  to  have  him  properly  difci- 
plined,  and  always  will  be  ready  to  defend  his  Country 
in  Cafe  of  an  Attack  ;  but  as  he  has  another  Way  of 
living,  he  may  he  a  good  Subject  i  whereas  a  Man  vi^hq 
lias  no  other  Way  of  living,  can  never  he  a  good  Sub- 
ject, efpecialiy  in  a  free  Country  ;  and  for  this  Reafon 
we  ought  to  have  as  few  of  them  aspoffible,  either  abroaa 
or  at  home :  At  leafl,  they  ought  never  to  be  kept 
long  in  the  Service  ;  for  after  a  long  Difufe,  there  arq 
very  few  of  them  can,  afterwards,  turn  to  any  injduf- 
trious  Employment  for  their  Support. 

'  Another  Reafon  i?,  Sir,  becaiife  Cuflom  has  made 
our  Troops  more  expenlive  than  thofe  of  any  other 
Country  :  And  therefore,  our  Money  will  always  he  oif 
great  Service  to  our  Allies,  becaufe  it  will  enable  then^ 
to  raife  and  maintain  a  greater  Number  of  Troops  than 
we  can  furnifh  them  with  for  the  fame  Sum  of  Money. 
This,  Sir,  1  ihall  prove  by  Figures,  which  are  fuch 
flrange  obflinate  Things,  that  they  will  not  twill  an^ 
wind  at  the  Pleafure  of  a  ^\n\(\:Gr,  or  any  of  his  Ora- 
tors. By  the  Motion  now  made  to  us,  our  own  Troops 
in  Flanders  are  to  coft  us  for  this  next  Year,  ^34,344/. 
and,  I  fuppofe,  the  16,000  Hanoverians  will  coft  us 
near  400,000/.  for  Care  has  been  taken  not  to  lay  that 
tftimate  too  early  before  us,  left  feme  unlucky  Perfor]^ 
Ihpuld  have  Time  to  pick  a  Hole  in  it.  To  t^refe  two 
Surps  1  fbali  add  2oo,oco/.  for  Wag-gon-Moipey,  dry 

■    a|^4 


[    r6i    1 

und  green  Forage,  Ihuc^urs^  and  the  Jilce ;  for  I  be-  Awo  ir* 
)kve  we  fhail  fkd  that  this  Article  for  laft  Year  amounts  ^*^'  ^^-  '743* 
to  a  much  larger  Sum.  Tiaefe  three  Articles  maJce 
1,234,344  /.  I  ihail  call  it  fcbecven  Sum  of  1,200,000/. 
which  we  muft  pay  next  Year,  for  maintaining  an  Ar- 
my of  37,000  Men,  one^third  Part  of  which  I  iliall 
fuppofe  to  be  Horfe  or  Dragoons.  Now,  if  we  had 
ient  this  Sum  to  the  Qaeen  oi  Hungary ^  let  us  fee  what 
an  additional  Number  of  Meji  £he  might  have  main^ 
tained  with  it.  By  fevcral  Treaties,  and  particularly 
by  the  AcceHion  of  the  States-General  to  the  Vienna 
Treaty  of  17  31,  the  Ciiarge  of  1000  Foot  is  fixed  at 
lO,coo  Guilders  per  IVflonth ;  which,  in  Sttrling  Mo- 
ney, at  the  Rate  of  10  Guilders  16  Stiver?  per  Pound 
Sterlings  is  926  /.  and  the  Charge  of  lOOo  Hor fe  is 
fi)jed  at  30,000  Guilders  for  the  lame  Time,  which  is 
2778/.  fo  that  1,200,000/.  would  have  raamtained 
near  108,000  Foot  for  the  Queen  of  Hungary^  or  near 
36,000  Horfe ;  or  it  would  have  maintained  an  Army 
for  her  of  54,000  Foot,  and  18,000  Horfe  for  the  cn-- 
fuing  Year  ;  and  I  muft  aflc  eyen  our  Minifters,  if  ihef 
do  not  think,  that  an  additional  Army  of  72,000 Men, 
to  be  employed  wherever  A^e  pleafcd,  would  have  been 
of  more  Service  to  her  and  the  Common  Caufe,  aslbey 
are  pleafed  to  call  it,  than  our  37,000  in  Flamkrscsm. 
be  of?  For  though  1  will  not  allow  that  any  of  her 
Troops  ^re  better  than  the  Britijh^  yet  I  may  take  aipon 
pe  to  fay,  that  the  worft  of  her  Troops  are  better  thaa 
the  Hanoverians  were  ever  yet  fuppofed  to  be. 

*  But  ROW,  Sir,  fuppofe  we  could  think  at  of  Ativan- 
tage  to  th€  Common  Caufe  to  aflift^the  Queen  of  i^«»- 

fary  with  Troops  inftead  of  Money,  the  very  worA 
Hace  we  could  think  of  fending  tbefe  Troops  to,  ot 
pmployingthem  in,  is  Flanders.  If  we  had  formed  no 
Army  there,  the  Fratch  could  have  formed  no  Army 
there,  nor  w£)uJd  they  have  attacked  any  Place  therCv, 
for  fear  of  provoking  the  Dutch  to  declare  againft  them. 
Whereas,  if  we  form  an  Army  next  Summer  in  Flan^ 
ders^  though  we  do  not  begin  to  zQ:  oiienfively  with 
that  Army,  as  I  firmly  believe  we  do  not  intend  to  do,  it 
may  fumifh  the  French  with  an  Excufe  for  attacking 
the  Queen  of  Hungary  in  that  Country,  and  that  Ex- 
ppfemay  even  be  admitted  hy  i\it  DMUk^  who  &»m  at 

prefent 
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Anno  27.       prefent  to  have  no  Sort  of  Jealoufy  of  France  ;  and  for 
Geo.  II.  1743.    jj^^f^  3s  well  as  feveral  oiher  Reafons,  they  feem  re- 
%i  i-i^k/i   ^f  folved  not  to  enter  into  any  of  our  romantic  Schemes. 
If  we  muft  affift  the  Queen  of  Hungary  with  Troops, 
.  why  did  not  they  ftay  and   take  Winter-Qi^iarters  in 
Germany^  or  upon  the  i2^/«^,  by  which  we  might  have 
fecured  a  Pallage  for  Prince  Charks  in  the  Spring?    If 
it  be  alledged,  that  the  Princes  and  Circles  of  the  Empire 
would  not  admit  of  our  Troops  taking  Winter- Quarters 
•within  the  Empire,  this  of  itfelf  alone  was  a  good  Rea- 
son for  our  calling  Home  our  Troops,  difmiffing  our 
Mercenaries,  and  refolving  to  aflift:  the  Queen  of  Hun- 
gary for  the  future,  as  we  ought  to  have  done  from   the 
Beginning,  folely  with  our  Money,  and  our  Squadron 
in  the  Mediterranean, 

*  In  fliort.  Sir,  as  I  could  at  firft  fee  no  Reafon  for  our 
fending  our  Troops  to  Flanders^  unlefs  it  was  to  furni^ 
our  Minifters  with  a  Pretence  for  loading  us  with  the 
Maintenance  of  16,000  Hanoverians y  I  can  now  fee  no 
Reafon  for  our  keeping  them  there,  unlefs  it  be  to  fur- 
nifli  a  Pretence  for  continuing  that  Load  upon  us ;  and 
as  1  think  our  keeping  them  there  may  be  attended  with 
infinite  Danger  to  the  Caufe  of  the  Qi^een  of  Hungary^ 
I  cannot,  therefore,  agree  to  the  Hon.  Gentleman's 
Motion/ 
"J-  .j    - 

i.'Tht  Hon.  JFi  Ilia  m  Murray^  Efq;  fpoke  next  in  this 
Debate,  to  the  following  EfFe6l: : 
'  Sir, 
fion,  William    •    *  As  the  Poll  in  which  I  have  the  Honour  to  ferve 
Murray.  his  Majefty,  has  no  Concern  with  foreign  Affairs,  and 

as  I  am  not  fo  unreafonable  as  to  expeft,  much  lefs  de- 
fire,  that  Minifters  (hould  communicate  to  me  thofe 
Secrets  which  the  Duty  of  their  Office  requires  them  to 
,  conceal,  I  can  know  nothing  of  our  public  Meafures, 
with  Regard  to  foreign  Affairs,  but  what  is,  or  may  be 
known  to  every  Gentleman  in  this  Houfe.  I,  indeed, 
know  nothing  of  thofe  Meafures  but  what  I  have  learned 
from  public  Gazettes,  or  from  Papers  already  laid  be- 
fore usj  and  yet,  I  think,  I  know  enough  for  warrant- 
ing my  giving  my  Confent  to  thisMotion.  The  Support 
of  the  Houfe  of  Jufiria,  and  the  increafing,  or  at  leaft 
f  referving  as  entire  as  poflible  the  Power  of  that  Houfe, 
•       .        5  is 
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is  a  Maxim  that  has  been  long  held  facred  by  all  thofe  Anno  17. 
Potentates  that  are,  or  may  be  in  Danger  from  the  over-  Geo.  11.  1745. 
grown  Pov/er  of  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon  j  and  Experience 
has  flaewn  it  to  be  a  right  Maxim.  Can  it  be  faid, 
that  the  Power  of  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon  has  been  lately 
diminifhed,  and  that  therefore  we  need  not  now  be  fo 
anxious  about  preferving  the  Power  of  the  Houfe  of 
Aujiria  ?  On  the  contrary,  we  muft  know,  without 
being  let  into  any  of  the  Secrets  of  the  Cabinet,  that 
the  Power  of  the  former  has  been  but  very  lately  in- 
creafed,  and  that  of  the  latter  diminifhed  ;  and  we  muft 
likewife  know,  that  had  it  not  been  for  the  feafonable 
Interpofition  of  this  Nation,  the  Power  of  the  Houfe  of 
Auftria  would  befe*€-this  Time  have  been  utterly  abo- 
lifhed,  and  that  of  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon  raifed  above 
Controul :  We  muft  therefore  either  depart  from  the 
moft  facred  Maxim  of  our  Anceftors,  or  v/e  muft  con- 
tinue that  Interpofition,  till  the  Houfe  of  Ai{flria  be  fe- 
cured  againft  the  Fears  of  a  farther  Diminution,  and  the 
H^ufe  of  Bourbon  deprived  of  the  Hopes  of  any  farther 
Intreafe.  This,  Sir,  I  take  to  be  the  End  of  our  pre- 
fent  Meafures,  with  regard  to  foreign  Affairs :  This  we 
may  difcover  without  any  extraordinary  Knowledge, 
and  this  is  what  I  moft  heartily  approve  of. 

'  I  believe.  Sir,  there  is  no  Gentleman  in>this  Houfe 
who  will  fay,  that  we  ought  not  to  endeavour  to  obtain 
this  End,  if  poflible  ;  but  it  is  faid,  that  we  might  have 
obtained  this  End,  before  we  fent  any  of  our  Troops 
abroad.  Both  the  Emperor  and  the  French^  they  fay, 
would  have  agreed  to  reftoreth^Tfanquillity  QiGermany^ 
as  foon  as  they  found  themielves  abandoned  by  Prujjia 
and  Saxony^  upon  the  fingle  Condition  of  the  Emperor's 
being  reftored  to  his  hereditary  Dominions.  This  fome 
Gentlemen  are  pleafed  to  affert  very  pofitively,  but  hi- 
therto without  (hewing  the  leaft  Foundation  for  what 
they  alfert.  Even  our  public  Gazettes  have  never  yet 
furnifhed  us  with  any  Ground  for  fuch  an  Aftertion. 
They  have,  indeed,  told  us,  that  after  the  French 
Troops  were  inclofed  in  Prague^  and  the  Queen  of 
Hungary  every  where  victorious  in  Germany  ;  and  after 
the  French  began  to  dread  an  Attack  upon  their  own 
Frontier  by  the  landing  of  our  Troops  in  Flanders^ 
they  then  thought  fit  to  offer  Terms  to  that  Friiicefs ; 

but 
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Kut  if  common  News- Papers  muft  be  talcen  for  Autlia- 
f5eo.  n.  i-/rP  '^^y  3s  to  this  Fz6ty  I  hope  they  will  iikewife be  taken  for 
Authority  as  to  the  Terms  that  were  offered;  and  if  our 
common  News-Papers  are  to  be  believed^  the  Terms 
offered  were  fuch  as  ilie  could  not  accept  of;  for  (he 
was  not  only  to  reftore  the  Emperor  to  his  hereditary 
Dominions,  hut  to  put  him  in  PofleiSon  of  all  thoCe 
Portrelles  that  were  the  Keys  of  her  own,  by  which  it 
was  evident,  that  the  Emperor  znd  France  wanted  only 
a  little  Time,  and  an  Opportunijty  to  get  out  of  tie 
Perplexity  their  Affairs  were  then  invojved  in,  in  order 
to  attack  her  with  xbe  greater  Facility,  as  foon  as  tbey 
had  recovered  ;  and  in  <he  jneao  Time  fhe  was  to  re- 
main involved  in  a  War  with  the  Spaniards  and  French 
in  lialy^  with  a  Defign  certainly,  xhat  Ihe  .might  be 
obliged  to  fend  all  her  Forces  into  .that  Country,  and 
leave  her  German  Dominions, expofed  to  an  Attack  from 
the  Emperor,  as  foon  as  he  ihould  find  himfpsf  in  a  Con- 
dition to  begin  it. 

'  But  fuppofe  it  to  be  true,  Sir,  that  the  French  ^t 
that  Time  defued  no  other  Condition  for  reftoring  the 
Tranquillity  of  Germany^  than  that  of  reftoring  the 
Emperor  to  his  hereditary  Dominions  ;  ^nd  that  they 
had  really  no  Defign  to  renew  the  War  in  Germany 
with  the  firft  Opportunity  ;  yet  even  in  this  Cafe,  we 
were  in  the  Right  to  advife  the  Queen  of  Hungary  npt 
to  accept  af  the  Terms  offered.  Let  us  cpnfider.  Sir, 
that  the  Afliftance  we  now  give  to  the  Queen  of  //««- 
gary  is  not  merely  on  her  own  Account,  nor  on  Account 
4Df  preferving  the  Balance  of  Power ;  it  is  on  our  own 
particular  Account  as  much  as  any  other.  From  what 
paffed  between  the  French  zn^  us,  with  regard  to  Spairiy 
before  the  late  Emperor's  Death,  every  Gentleman 
muflknow,  that  had  it  not  been  for  that  Accident,^  we 
fhould  certainly  have  been  involved  in  a  War  with 
Francs  as  well  as  Spain-,  and  however  much  fupeiior  our 
naval  Power  may  at  prefent  be  to  the  naval  Power  of 
both  thefe  Nations,  yet  if  neither  of  ihem  had  any 
Thing  to  fear  by  Land  :  If  both  could,  without  Inter- 
./uption  from  any  of  their  Neighbours  upon  the  Co.nti- 
aent,  convert  their  vaft  Revenues  and  nun^ierous  Ar- 
fnies  towards  increafjng  their  naval  Power.,  it  is  much 
^  be  feared,  that  in  a  few  Year^  it  wuuld  bfconxe.fu- 
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^rlof  to  ours.     The  only  Way  by  which  wc  can  pr<f-     Aanoiy. 
vent  this,  is  to  keep  them  always  involved,  or  in  Dan-  Geo.  ii.  1745, 
ger  of  being  involved  in  a  Land  War  ;  and  therefore  we  " 
were,  and  will  be  in  the  right  to  keep  Frame  and  tpaln 
involved  in  a  War  with  the  Queen  of  Hungary^  till 
we  can  compel  the  Spanijh  Court  to  give  up  the  infolent 
Claims  they  have  of  late  Years  fet  up  againft  us,  and  to 
agree  to  fuch  Terms  as  may  fecure  the  Freedom  of  our 
Trade  and  Navigation  for  the  future  ;  one  of  which  mufl 
be  a  Satisfa6iion  for  the  many  Depredations  committed  by 
them  upon  our  Merchants,  underColourof  fearchingand 
feizing  their  Ships  on  Account  of  contraband  Goods. 

*  When  we  reflect  upon  this,  Sir,  let  us  confider 
what  a  dangerous  Situation  we  fhould  have  been  in,  had 
the  Queen  of  Hungary  made  Peace  with  France  and 
^ain  without  ftipulating  any  Thing  m  our  Favour,  ef- 
pecially  if  fhe  had  been  compelled  to  do  fo^  by  our 
refufmg  to  give  her  any  farther  AiTiftance.  The  War 
would  have  continued  between  Spain  and  us,  and  France 
would  certainly  have  declared  openly  again (tus^  as  fooa 
as  fhe  had  repaired  and  fufficiently  increafed  her  Navy. 
Both  Nations  would  then  have  been  without  Fear  of  any 
Attack  upon  the  Continent,  and  therefore  would  have  ap- 
plied themfelves  folely  to  the  increafmg  of  their  na- 
val Power.  From  this  we  had  the  moft  fatal  Con- 
fcquences  to  apprehend;  for  as  it  would  have  been 
abiblutely  neceflary  for  us  to  divide  our  naval  Force^ 
in  order  to  proteci  our  Pofiefliods  in  America  and 
the  Mediterranean^  as  well  as  to  guard  againft  an  in?a- 
fion  at  home,  it  would  Jiave  been  very  diiHcukj  if  not 
impoflible,  for  us  to  prevent  our  being  overpowered  Tome- 
where  or  other ;  and  one  fingle  Misfortune  of  this  Kind 
might  have  rendered  our  Enemies  Mafterff  at  Sea  \ 
which  would  have  obliged  us  to  fubmit  to  any  Terms 
they  pleafed  to  impofe. 

«  ThuS)  Sir,  it  is  manifeft,  that,  if  the  Terms  olEFered 
by  the  Emperor  and  France  had  been  really  fuch  as  have 
been  reprefented,  it  would  have  beea  againft  our  In- 
tereft,  and  inconfiftent  with  our  Safety,  to  have  com?» 
pelled  the  Queen  of  Hungary  to  accept  of  them  i  and 
the  general  Intereft  of  Europe^  as  well  as  the  Juftice  of 
her  Caufe,  would  even  in  this  Cafe  have  been  an  addi- 
tional Argument  for  our  advifmg  s«id  enabling  her  to 
I  rejc£t 
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Anno  17.  reje£l  the  Terms  offered  ;  for  however  much  the  Pro*' 
Gea^.  1745.  jedl  of  an  Equivalent  may  be  ridiculed  by  fome  Gen- 
tlemen, to  me  it  appears  neither  impolTible  nor  imprac- 
ticable ;  and  as  France  bus  been  the  chief  Author  of  all 
the  Troubles,  Misfortunes  and  Lofles  (he  has  met  with, 
there  is  nothing  more  juft  than  that  France  (hould  be 
made  to  give  an  Equivalent  for  what  fhe  has  been 
obliged  to  yield  to  Pruffta^  Saxonj;,  and  Sardinia.  She 
has  certainly  a  moft  equitable  Claim  for  fuch  an  Equi- 
valent, from  fome  of  the  Branches  of  the  Houfe  of 
Bourbon  ;  and,  I  believe,  it  will  be  granted,  that  the 
obtaining  of  fuch  an  Equivalent  ^v^^ould  be  the  beft  Me- 
thod for  reftoring  and  eflablifliitig  a  Balance  of  Power 
in  Europe.  That  Balance  muft  ftill  depend  upon  a  Con- 
federacy; but  the  Houfe  of  Aujlria  muft  ftill  be,  as  it 
has  been,  a  principal  Member  of  that  Confederacy ; 
for  without  the  Houfe  of  Aujiriay  I  believe,  it  would 
be  almoft  impoflible  to  form  fuch  a  Confederacy. 
Therefore,  not  only  our  own  Intereft,  but  alfo  the  In- 
tereft  of  Europe^  and  the  Juftice  of  the  Queen  of  Hun- 
gary^ ^  Caufe,  oblige  us  to  aflift  her  in  obtaining  fuch  art 
Equivalent ;  and  from  ,  my  prefent  View  of  Things,  I 
cannot  think  it  appears  to  be  impoilible.  We  have  al- 
ready reftored  the  Tranquillity  of  (j^rw(2?;y  without  com- 
ing to  any  Terms  vtx'C^ France:  We  have  already  reduced 
that  Nation  to  the  Neceffity  of  thinking  only  of  the  De- 
fenceof  their  own  Frontier ;  aad,  in  the  prefent  State  they 
are  in,  it  is  probable  they  will  not  long  be  able  to  make 
that  Defence  good.  They  have  h^^?L  impoveriihed  by 
an  expenfive  and  unfuccefsful  War ;  their  People  are 
groaning  under  moft  grievous  and  heavy  Taxes,  io  that 
they  have  not  now  fo  much  as  one  Necefiary  of  Life 
remaining  untaxed  :  In  fuch  Circumftances  can  wt  fup- 
pofe,  that  they  will  be  long  able  to  keep-  fuch  nume- 
rous Armies  upon  their  Frontiers,  as  the  Q^ieen  of  Hun- 
gary will,  with  our  Affiftance,  be  enabled  to- bring 
againftthem?  And  as  they  have  already  loft  molt  of 
their  veteran  Soldiers,  one  Tingle  Defeat  would  deprive 
them  of  all  Power  cfRefiftance,  which  would  enable 
her  to  take,  and  oblige  them  to  leave  her  in  PofTeftion 
of  whatever  Equivalent  we  might  think  proper. 

«  I  hope,  Sir,  I  have  fully  jnftified  the  End  we  pro- 
pofe  in  aftifting  the  Q^ieen  cf  Hungary  :  \  hope  I  have 
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fhewn,  that  it  is  not  only  juft,  but  necefiary,  for  us  to  Anno  17^ 
give  that  Princefs  our  utmoft  AlTiftance,  even  in  ob-  Geo,  ii.  1743* 
taining  from  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon  an  Equivalent  for 
the  Lofles  and  Misfortunes  that  have  been  brought  upon 
her  chiefly  by  their  Means.  And  novir  with  regard  to 
the  Manner  in  vi^hich  we  ought  to  aflift  her :  It  is  cer- 
tain we  muft,  and  ought  to  aflift  her  with  our  Money 
and  our  Navy  ;  but  this  is  not  all:  In  my  Opinion, 
we  muft  likewife  aflift  her  with  our  Troops ;  becaufe 
it  will  be  a  convincing  Proof,  that  we  are  in  earneft, 
and  fully  refolved  to  aflift  her  to  the  utmoft  of  our 
Power.  The  Refolutions  of  Princes  and  States  are  ge- 
nerally more  governed  by  their  Hopes  and  Fears  than 
by  their  Reafon  -,  and  our  appearing  fo  heartily  in  Fa- 
vour of  that  Princefs,  as  to  aflift  her  with  our  Troops 
as  well  as  our  Money  and  Navy,  will  raife  the  Hopes 
of  thofe  who  incline  to  be  her  Friends,  and  increafe 
the  Fears  of  thofe  vi^ho  incline  to  be  her  Enemies.  Thi  j 
may  induce  feme  of  the  Potentates  of  Europe  to  declare 
openly  in  her  Favour,  who  would  otherwife  remain  neu- 
tral ',  and  it  may  oblige  fome  to  remain  neutral,  who 
would  otherwife  declare  openly  againft  her.  The  Ar- 
gument that  has  been  made  Ufe  of  in  this  Debate,  for 
(hewing  the  Impofllbility  of  procuring  an  Equivalent  for 
the  Queen  of  Hungary^  is  a  ftrong  Argument  for  our 
aflifting  her  with  Troops  as  well  as  Money.  To  {hew 
this  Impoflibility  it  has  been  faid,  that  moft  of  the 
Princes  of  Germany  are  now  jealous  of  the  Power  of 
the  Houfe  of  Juftria^  and  will  join  with  France  againft 
us,  rather  than  fee  the  Power  of  that  Houfe  increafed 
by  any  newConquefts  made  upon  France,  For  my  own 
Part,  1  believe  that  thofe  Princes  of  Germany  that  feem 
inclined  to  appear  againft  the  Queen  of  Hungary,  are 
more  governed  by  Avarice  than  Jeaioufy  ;  but  if  they 
really  have  any  fuch  Jeaioufy,  it  is  a  moft  unreafonable 
one,  and  if  it  cannot  be  removed,  it  muft  be  bridled, 
which  we  can  do  no  other  Way  but  by  convincing  them, 
that  we  are  refolved  to  fupport  the  Houfe  of  Auftria  to 
the  utmoft  of  our  Power  j  and  for  this  Purpofe  we  muft 
make  ufe  of  our  Troops  as  well  as  our  Money  and  Ships 
of  War.  This  will  make  it  appear  dangerous  for  them 
to  join  openly  with  France  againft  us,  by  which  Means 
we  (hall  make  their  Fear  a  Curb  for  their  JealouiV,  and 


Affne  tj*      hy  the  fame  Means  we  may  remove  the  Apprehenfidns,  of 
Geo.  II.  1743,^  i^o^Q  who  now  incline  to  be  our  Friends;  and  their  de- 
claring openly  in  our  Favour  will  increafe  the  Fears  of 
tbofe  whofe  Jealoufy  migiit  other  wife   induce  them  to 
declare  openly  againft  us. 

*  Thus,  Sir^  our  afHftingtheQjeen  oi  Hungetryvnth 
Troops,  as  well  as  Money  and  Ships  of  War,  mufi  con- 
tribute greatly  tawards  attaining  that  End,  which  I 
have  fhewn  to  be  juft,  and  even  necefFary  for  this  Na- 
tion in  its  prefent  Circumftances  j  and  the  only  plau- 
fible  Objeftion  I  have  heard  againft  it,  is  founded  uport 
a  Suppofition  which  1  cannot  admit.  It  has  been  faid^ 
Sir,  that  the  Q^jcen  of  Hungary  had  Men  enough,  and 
wants  nothing  but  Money  to  arm  and  fupport  them  ; 
and  that  therefore  we  ought  to  fuppfy  her  with  Money 
inftead  of  Troops,  becaufe  what  we  pay  for  main- 
taining our  Troops  abroad,  would  maintain  a  much 
greater  Number  of  Troops  raifed  in  her  own  Do- 
minions. I  fhall  grant,  Sir,  that  the  Bravery  and  Fi* 
delity  of  her  Subje^s  have  furnrfticd  her  with  a  mucte 
greater  Number  of  Troops  than  could  have  been  cx- 
peded  ;  but  no  Man  who  knows  any  Thiftg  of  Gto^ 
graphy  can,  I  think,  fuppofe,  that  flie  has  as  many  Men 
in  her  Dominions  as  there  are  rn  the  two  large  King- 
doms of  France  and  Spain  ;  for  every  one  knows,  they 
are  neither  fo  extenfive  nor  fo  populous,  confequently 
fee  mufb  at  laft  want  Men  as  well  as  Money ;  and 
though  our  Troops  are  a  little  thore  expenfive  thari 
hers,  yet  the  Difference  is  not  (o  great  as  hus  been  re- 
prefented  ;  for  though  by  Treaties  the  Expence  of  1006 
Foot  has  been  computed  and  fettled  at  the  Rate  of 
JdjGOO  Florins  /»^r  Month,  we  cannot  fuppofe  that 
lOGO  Men,  even  of  the  Queen  oi  Hungary* %  Troops, 
Could  be  maintained  for  that  Sum,  without  any  addi- 
tional Expence^  either  for  Cloathing,  Waggon-Money^ 
©r  any  other  incidental  Charge  ;  therefore  ijie  could  not 
maintain  any  great  Number  of  her  Troops  more  than 
We  could  maintain  of  ours  for  the  falfte  Sum  }  and  if 
her  Dominions  cannot  furnifh  Men  «nough  for  fup- 
porting  a  War  againft  the  numerous  Armies  of  France 
and  Spain^  we  muft  allift  her  with  Troops  as  wcU 
Si:  Money,  kt  the  Difference  in  the  Expence  be  what 
ft  will. 
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«  The  Neceffity  of  the  Thing,  Sir,  will  likewife  be  Anno  17. 
an  Anfwer  to  the  other  Objeaion,  I  have  heard  made  Geo.  1 1. 1743- 
againft  our  furnilliing  the  Queen  of  Hungary  with  any  ~'~" 
of  our  Troops,  I  mean  that  of  its  being  dangerous  to 
our  Conftitution,  by  obliging  us  to  have  a  great  Num- 
ber of  our  People  bred  up  to  depend  upon  the  Soldier 
Trade  alone  for  a  Livelihood  j  for  fuppofmg  that  there 
were  any  real  Danger  in  this,  when  it  becomes  necef- 
fary  for  our  Prefervation,  it  is  an  Evil  that,  like  many 
others,  muft  be  fubmitted  to.  But  i  muft  think  the 
Danger  rather  imaginary  than  real :  The  Trade  of  a 
common  Soldier  is  not  lb  defnable  or  profitable  a  Trade 
as  to  make  Men  chufe  to  depend  on  it  folely  for  their 
Subfiftence  :  There  are  very  few  that  take  it  up  by 
Choice;  and  moft  Men  are  glad  to  quit  it,  as  foon  as 
they  can  get  Leave  to  do  fo.  We  may  therefore  moft 
reafonably  fuppofe,  that  the  much  greateil  Part  of  the 
Men  we  fead  abroad,  would  be  glad  to  return  to  their 
former  Employments  at  the  End  of  the  War;  and  fuch 
as  did  not  chule  to  do  {0.^  might  be  difpofed  of  among 
thofe  Corps  that  we  are  obliged  to  keep  in  Pay  for  our 
Defence  and  Security,  even  in  Time  of  Peace.  Fof 
this  Reafon,  I  ihall  always  think  it  will  be  an  Advan- 
tage to  us,  and  even  a  Security  to  our  Conflitution,  to 
fend  a  Number  of  our  own  Troops  abroad,  as  often  as 
we  have  Occafion  to  employ  any  Troops  upon  the  Con- 
tinent for  the  Affiflance  of  our  Allies ;  becaufc,  by  this 
Means,  we  fhali  always  have  among  us  a  great  Number 
of  Men,  who  are  not  only  Matters  of  military  Difci-* 
pline,  but  have  been  actually  engaged  in  Adion,  and,, 
confequently,  may  be  called  Veteran,  as  well  as  well- 
difciplined  Soldiers,  which  can  never  be  the  Cafe  of  our 
Militia,  let  them  be  never  fo  well  difciolined  :  At  leaft 
I  hope  fo,  becaufe  it  can  never  be  the  Cafe,  except 
when  we  are,  or  have  lately  been  engaged  in  a  Civil 
War  amongft  ourfelves.  And  an  ambitious  Govern-^ 
ment,  even  with  an  Army  at  its  Command,  can  never 
deftroy  our  Conftitution,  as  long  as  we  have  among  ouf 
People  a  great  Number  of  veteran,  as  well  as  well- 
difciplined  Soldiers ;  for  this  I  take  to  be  a  better  Secu- 
rity for  the  Liberties  of  the  People,  than  any  Regula- 
tions that  were  ever  invented  by  any  hunian  Sagacity, 
becaufe  we  never  heard  of  a  People's  being  enflaved,  as 
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Ajino  t%       long  as  thfy  had  Arms  in  their  Hands,  and  Courage  and 
Geo  II  1745.^  Skill  enough  to  make  the  proper  Ufe  of  them. 

«  1  fliall,  laftly,  confider  the  Place  where  our  Troops 
ought  to  be  employed  ;  and  this.  Sir,  1  muft  obferve, 
is  not  to  be  c'ecided  by  the  prefent  Queftion,  nor  can 
it  be  decided  by  any  Queftion  in  this  Houfe,  or  at  this 
Time.  It  is  a  Queftion  that  muft  be  left  intirely  to 
the  Decifion  of  our  Generals,  in  ConjuniStion  with 
thofe  of  our  Allies ;  and  even  by  them  it  cannot  be  de- 
cided till  the  Time  of  A6lion  draws  near.  As  for 
Winter- Quarters,  Flanders  was  certainly  the  beft  Place, 
and,  indeed,  the  only  Place  where  our  Troops  could 
fdfely  take  up  their  Winter- Quarters,  unlefs  they  had 
marched  with  the  Avjirian  Troops  quite  away  to  Ba- 
varia or  Boheinia,  Their  not  taking  up  their  Winter- 
Quarters  upon  this  Side  of  the  Rhine^  was  not  owing, 
I  believe,  to  any  Objections  being  made  to  it  by  the 
Princes  or  Circles  of  the  Empire,  but  to  their  not  have- 
ing  any  fortified  Towns  there  for  fecuring  them  in  their 
Qiiarters.  They  muft  have  been  continually  expofed 
to  the  Inroads  of  the  Enemies  Hujfars  and  Partifans^ 
and,  therefore,  it  was  neceflary  for  them  to  return  to 
Flanders^  or  to  march  as  far  as  Bavaria  ;  the  latter  of 
which  would  have  been  extremely  inconvenient,  be- 
caufe  we  could  not,  with  Safety,  have  fent  them  any 
Recruits  or  Reinforcement ;  and  as  the  French  would, 
in  the  Winter  Time,  have  taken  Pofleffion  of  all  that 
Part  of  Germany  on  this  Side  the  Rhine^  our  Troops,  as 
well  as  the  Qiieen  of  Hungary's^  would  have  been  fub- 
je6ted  to  the  Difficulty  of  paffing  that  River  in  the  Face 
oi  ?i  French  Army,  before  they  could  open  the  Cam- 
paign, or  undertake  any  7  hing  againft  the  common 
tnemy. 

. '  Whether  our  Troops  are  to  be  employed  next 
Campai?iu  in  Flanders^  or  v/hsther  they  ought  to  be 
employed  there,  are  Qucftions  which  I  fliall  not  pretend 
to  anfwer  ;  but  this  1  will  fay,  Sir,  that  Flanders  is 
certainly  the  moft  convenient  Place,  with  refpeCl  to  us, 
for  attacking  the  Frontiers  of  France-,  and  if  the  Dutch 
join  either  as  Principals  or  Auxiliaries,  it  will  be  abfo- 
Jutely  neceflary  to  have  a  confiderahle  Army  in  Flan- 
'ders :  Nay,  I  believe,  they  will  take  Care  not  to  join 
An  any  Shape,  if  thej'.are  not  previuufly  aft^red  of  have- 
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ing  an  Army  formed  there,  fufficient  to  prote(5>  their      Anno  ij, 
Harrier  againft  the  moft  powerful  Army   France  can  ^^"- ^i- *74V 
fend  againft  it.     But  as  this  is  not  the  Queftion  now  V.— ^r-*--^ 
properly  before  us,  I  fhall  enlarge  no  funher  upon  the 
Subje<Sl.     The  real,  and  indeed  the  fole  Queftion  now 
before  us,  is.  Whether  we  ought  to  give  the  Queen  of 
Hungary  any  Afliftance  ;  for  if  we  are  to  give  her  any, 
we  certainly  ought  to  give  her  the  moft  effectual  Alli^- 
ance  we  can ;  .which   we  cannot  do,  uhlefs  we  affi/t 
her  with  our  Troops  as  well  as  our  Money  and  Navy  ? 
This,  I  fay,  is  the  fole  Queftion  now  under  our  Con- 
fideration;    and  as  this  is  a  Queftion  vvhich,  in  my 
Opinion,  can  admit  of  no  Difpute,  I  fhall  therefore 
moft  heartily  agree  with  the  fion.  Gentleman  in  his 
Motion/ 

Ndrreys  Bertie,  Efq;  next  delivered  himfelf,  in  Sub- 
fiance,  as  follows : 
'  Sir, 

«  Though  I  have  ndt  long  had  the  Honour  to  fit  in  Norrep  Beftlei 
this  Houfe,  yet)  as  I  diflent  from  the  Hon.  Gentleman  ^^hi 
who  fpoke  laft,  I  fliall  moft  humbly  beg  Leave  to  fpeak 
my  Sentiments,  and  hope  it  will  not  be  thought  Pre- 
fumption  in  me. 

*  The  Hon.  Gentleman  was  pleafed  to  fay,  That  the 
French  were  much  impoverijhed,  and  not  able  to  fupport 
the  Expence  of  a  long  War ;  and  aftigned  as  a  Reafon  for 
it,  That  the  SuhjeSls  ^Z' France  groaned  under  moji  griev 
o'us  and  heavy  Taxes,  infomuch  that  there  was  not  one 
Necejjary  of  Life  left  untaxed.  The  Poverty  of  our 
Neighbours  adds  but  little  to  our  Riches ;  and  though 
Comparifons  are  at  all  Times  odious,  yet,  I  am  afraid, 
if  the  Riches  of  a  Nation  depend  on  its  Subjects  being 
but  lightly  taxed)  that  we  ourfelves  are,  in  that  Re- 
fpe£l,  very  near  in  the  fame  Situation  with  cur  Neigh- 
bours the  French, 

'  Another  Hon.  Gentleman  has  pITo  informed  us, 
That  our  JVoollen  Trade  is  of  late  much  increafed :  If  fo, 
as  moft  of  our  Regiments  have  been  fupplied  with  Re- 
cruits from  thofe  Towns  in  the  Weft,  where  that  Ma- 
nufacture chiefly  flourifhes,  I  think  there  can  be  no 
better  Time  to  diftjand  Part  of  the  Army,  becaufe  tbeic 
mav  nov/  be  a  Want  of  Hands  in  that  Manufa^ure, 
Ma'  Thi5 
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This  I  mention,  becaufe  he  faid  very  emphaticafl/, 
What  will  the  Men  do^  if  we  dijband  them?  An  Argu- 
ment chat  may  be  made  ufe  ofj  even  in  Times  of  the 
mcift  profound  Peace  ;  and  likewite,  becaufe  it  is  well 
known,  that  her  Majefly  of  Hungary  wants  not  Men 
but  Money,  and  that  Half  the  Money  thofe  Troops  coft 
us,  would  be  of  more  Service  tx>  her.  1  think  it  will 
be  better  to  fend  her  Money,  as  it  will  fave  the  Lives 
of  many  of  our  able-bodied  Artizans  and  laborious  Poor, 
by  the  Numbers  of  which  the  Riches  of  every  Nation 
muft  be  eftimated,  and,  cdnfequently,  we  ought  to 
efteem  their  Lives  invaluable,  and  not  fquar^der  away 
their  Blood  in  a  War  on  the  Continent,  which  can  be 
of  no  Service  to  Great  Britain.  Thefe,  and  many 
other  Reafons,  which  I  have  heard  from  Gentlemen  of 
more  Experience  and  greater  Abilities  than  myfelf,  in- 
duce me  to  give  my  Negative  to  the  Qoeftion.' 

The  next  Speech,  in  Favour  of  the  Motion,  was 
made  bv  the  Hon.  Henry  Pelham^  Efq;  to  this  EfFe6l : 
'  Sir, 
Hon.  Henry  *  When  I  call  to  remembrance  the  Reproaches  that 

PcJham,  Eiqj  have  been,  and  are  ftili  daily  thrown  out  againfl:  our 
Minifters,  for  not  affifting  the  late  Emperor  in  the  Year 
1734,  when  he  was  attacked  by  France^  Spain,  and 
Sardinia  ;  and  when  I  refled:  on  the  Ardour  that  was 
fnewn  by  all  Ranks  and  Degrees  of  Men  in  this  Nation 
for  aiiifiiing  the  Queen  of  Hungary,  when  fhe  was  at- 
tacked by  the  King  of  Frujfca,  fmgle  and  alone,  I  can- 
liot  but  be  furprized  at  the  Oppofiiion  that  is  now  made 
to  every  Step  taken  by  our  Government  for  afllfting 
that  magnanimous  and  much -injured  Princefs.  Confi- 
dering  \.h^  folemn  Treaties  now  fubfifling  between  us 
and  the  Houfe  of  Aujhia,  and  conndering  how  much 
Our  Honour  is  engaged  not  to  allow  the  Court  oi  Spain 
to  make  any  Conquers  in  Italy,  while  they  are  atopeit 
War  with  us,  I  believe,  no  Gentleman  v^ill  fay,  and, 
I  think,  it  has  not  been  as  yet  directly  afHrmed,  that 
v^e  ought  not  to  ^ive  her  any  Afliilance.  If  then  we 
are  to  give  her  Ailiftance,  muft  we  not  give  her,  if  we 
can,  fuch  Affillance  as  will  be  effe^kiai ;  and  ought  v;e 
not  to  give  it  in  Xhat  Manner  which  will  be  moft  ef- 
fectual ?  For  my  own  Part,  rather  than  not  give  her 

fucb 
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fuch  an  Affiftance  as  wiJl  be  efFeiiual  for  the  Ends  pro  • 
pofed,  I  fhould  be  for  giving  her  no  AfTiiiance  at  ^U  ; 
becsufe,  by  giving  her  an  ineffetStual  Affiftance,  we 
fhall  do  her  no  Service,  vi^e  (liall  only  increafe  her  Mif- 
fortunes,  and  befides  a  certain  and  heavy  Expence,  we 
ijiay  bring  great  Misfortunes  upon  ourfelve.£,  by  roufing 
the  Refentment  of  the  Conquerors,  and  bringing  th(;ir 
united  Force  againft  this  Nation  alone,  after  thfe  Queen 
of  Hungary  has  been,  by  our  ill -timed  Oeconomy, 
obh'ged  to  fubmit  to  the  Terms  they  prefcribe. 

'  1  muf^,  therefore,  be  of  Opinion,  Sir,  that  we  are 
bound  in  Honour,  as  well  as  Intereft,  to  give  the  Queen 
of //z^;z^^ry  not  only  our  Affiftance,  but  all  tlie  Aiiirt- 
ance  we  are  able,  and  in  that  Manner  which  will  be 
moil  efFedual  for  procuring  her  a  fafe  and  folid  Peace, 
without  any  further  Diminution  of  her  Dominions,  but 
rather  with  an  Increafe,  if  Succefs  fhould  give  us  any 
reafonable  Hopes  of  being  able  to  accomplifh  it.  If 
this  be  what  we  are  bound  to  do  then,  I  think,  it  is 
evident,  that  we  ought  to  afTiil  her  both  with  Troops 
and  Money;  for  that  both  Troops  and  Money  will  be 
more  efFe(3:ual  than  Money  alone,  v/e  have  not  only 
the  Reafon  of  the  Thing,  but  the  Experience  of  pait 
Times  to  convince  us.  Queen  Elizabeth^  it  feems, 
never  thought  that  Money  v^ould  do  as  well  as  Troops  ; 
for  when  Ihe  undertook  the  Support  of  the  United  Pro- 
vinces^ (he  aflifled  them  with  Men  as  well  as  Money  ; 
and  the  Affiftance  (he  gave  to  Henry  the  IVth,  and  the 
Proteftants  of  France^  conlifted  chiefly  in  Troops,  tho' 
both  the  United  Provinces  and  the  King  of  France  might 
have  had  Men  enou-gh  from  Germany,  and,  confequent- 
\y^  if  Money  had  been  then  thought  as  good  as  Troops, 
fbe  had  no  Occafion  to  fend  any  Troops  to  the  Affiir- 
ance  of  either  :  But  that  wife  Queen  thought  otherwife, 
and  therefore  fhe  (eemed  always  more  forward  to  ariiit 
her  Allies  with  Troops  than  with  Money.  I  need  not 
mention  particularly  any  more  Inflances  of  this  Kind^ 
for  it  is  well  known,  that  in  all  the  foreign  Broils  we 
were  ever  concerned  in,  we  fent  Troops  to  the  AiTift- 
ance  of  our  Allies ;  and  thofe  Troops  always  gained 
K.)nour  to  their  Country  by  their  Condu6f  and  Bra- 
very ;  which  I  mention  not  merely  out  of  VAnitv  or 
D-iteutation,  but  to  i^Vx^w^  that  a  Body  of  is //^'///^  Troops 
M  3  '         w.ll 
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•Anno  i^.      will  slways  be  of  more  Service  to  any  of  our  Allies,  by 

Ceo.  II.  1743.    xhe  Confidence  it  gives  to  their  Armies,  and  the  Terror 

\    ;-^v^  ^'  it  rpreads  amongft  their  Enemies,  than   if  we   were  to 

fend  them  double  the  Sum  we  pay  for  the  Subfiftence 

of  thofe  Troops.     I  repeat  it,  Sir,  becaufe  I  think  it 

of  great  Weight  in  this  Debate  :  The  Troops  we  have 

from  Time  to  Time  fent  abroad,  have  always  gained 

fuch  a  Reputation,  as  gives  Confidence  to  their  Friends 

and  Difinay  to  their  Enemies :  They  have  hitherto  pre- 

ferved  this  Reputation  :   I  hope   they   will  always  pre- 

ferve  it ;  and  this  will  always  make  a  Body  of  Englijh 

Troops  of  greater  Service  to  the  Caufe  we  are  engaged 

in,  than  if  we  were  to  fend  Money  fufficient  for  fulx- 

fifting  double  their  Number. 

«  From  hence.  Sir,  I  mufl  conclude,  that  if  we  are 
to  affift  the  Queen  of  Hungary  as  far,  and  in  the  beft 
IVlanner  we  are  able,  we  mufl:  ailifl  her  yi^ith  Troops 
as  well  as  Money  ;  and  as  our  having  an  Army  upon 
the  Continent,  rnay  prevail  upon  fome  of  the  Powers 
of  Europe  to  declare  in  her  Favour,  and  may  prevent 
others  from  declaring  againft  her,  I  muft  approve  of 
what  my  Flon.  Friend  has  been  pleafed  to  propofe,  and, 
I  hope,  it  will  meet  with  the  Approbation  of  a  great 
.  Majority  qf  this  lioufe/ 

To  this  Gentleman  it  \yas  replied  by  Edmund  Waller ^ 
-Efq;  nearly  as  follows  :      '    '   ^ 
'  Sir, 
Trimund  Waller       '  ^^  Experience  had  not  taught  me  to  be  furprifed  at 
Eiq-  nothing  that  happens  in  this  Houfe,  I  (hould  have  been 

very  much  furpnfed  at  hearing  it  aflerted  in  this  De- 
bate, that  an  Oppofition  has  been  made  to  every  Step 
taken  by'ouf  Government  for  fupporting  the  Queen  of 
Hungary.  Has  there  an  Oppofition  been  made  to  any 
one  Srep  taken  by  our'  Government  for  that  Purpofe, 
'except  the  fingle  one  of  fending  our  Troops  abroad,  in 
order  to  form  an  Army  in  Flanders?  A^nd  was  not  the 
Reafon  given'  for  that  Oppofition,  becaufe  an  Army 
formed  there,  vi^ithout  the  Concurrence  of  the  Dutch, 
could  be  of  no  Service  to  the  Queen  of  Hungary^  nor 
could  be  dcifigned  for  any  Thing  elfe,  but  to  amufe  the 
unthinking  Part  of  this  Nation,  in  order  to  draw  thepi 
in  to  the  Maintaining  of  16, coo  Hanoverians?  Have 
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not  all  the  Subfidies  propofed  for  the   Qiieen  of  Hun-     Anno 
gary  been  almoft  unanimoufly  agreed  to?   Has  any  one  ^^o-  ^^-    74^ 
found  fault  with  the  Service  our  Squadron  in   the  Me- ' 
diterranean   has   rendered   to  her,  or  to  her  Ally   the 
King  of  Sardinia  ?  Has  not  every  impartial  Man,  both 
within  Doors  and  without,  exclaimed  vehemently  againft 
our  fufFering  the  Spaniards  to  tranfport  an   Army  for 
invading  her  Dominions  in  Italy?  After  all  thi?^,  it  is 
really  aftonifl^ing  to  hear  it  afTerted  in  the  Face  of  fuch 
an  augufl  Aflembly,  that  our  Government  has   been 
oppofed  in  every  Step  they  have  taken  for  the  Suppoit 
of  the  Queen  of  Hungary, 

'  On  the  contrary.  Sir,  all  the  Oppofition  our  Mi- 
nifters  h^ve  met   with  for  above  thefe  twenty  Years, 
with  regard  to  foreign  AiFairs,  has  been  occaiioned  by 
the  Steps  they  have  taken  for  deftroying  or   weakening 
the  Houfe  of  Aujlria^  and  exalting  that  of  Bourbon  ; 
for  this  feems  to  have  been  their  Defign  ever  fince  the 
Year  1720,  when  the  late  Emperor  firft  began   to   ob- 
ilru£l  the  Views  of  the  Court  of  Hanover  upon   the 
Duchy  of  Mecklemhourg.     This   Difpute   between  the 
Courts  of  Vienna  and  Hanover  foon  produced  a  very  re- 
markable EfFe61;  upon  the   Councils   of  Great  Britain^ 
by  making  them  fo  fond  of  concluding  a  ftparate  Peace 
with  Spain^  that  they  facrificed  ail  the  Demands  of  their 
Country  upon   th^t   Crown,    and    nioft  difhonourably 
gave  it  a  Foundation  for  infifting,  not  only  upon  the 
Reftitution  of  Gibraltar^  but  upon   having  Satiifadion 
for  the  Spanijh  Ships  we  deflroyed   in    17 18.     Thcfe 
were  the  Fruits  of  our  Negotiation  and  Treaty  v/ith 
Spain  in  172 1,  by  which  we  left  the  Houfe  of  Aufiria 
to  make  up  their  Differences  with  Spain  in   the  beft 
Manner  they  could  ;  and  this  was  the  firft  Piece  of  Re- 
fentment  fhewn  by  the  Court  of  Hanover  againft   the 
late   Emperor,    for   traverfing  their    Views    upon    the 
Duchy  of  Mecklemhourg.     Tne  fecond  was,  the  Treaty 
o^  Hanover  \\\x\\t  Year  1725,   by  which   we  joined   in 
an  Alliance  with  France  againft  the  Emperor  and  Spain, 
The   third  was  the   Treaty  of  Seville.,  bv    which   we 
joined  in  an  Alliance  with  France  and  Spain.,  for  com- 
pelling the  Emperor  to  admit  of  Spanijh  Troops  into 
Italy.     And  the  fourth  was,  our  defe' tit^g  him    in  the 
Year  1734,  by  which  Naples  and   Sicily ^  and  like  wife 
M  4  1  may 
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Anno  17.       I   may   fay  Lorraln^  were   taken   from  the  Houfe  of 
G.eo.  II.  1743.   Jujlrifl^  aad  given  to  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon. 

*  Thefe,  Sir,  ^  v/ere  the  Steps  taken  by  our  Miniflers 
during  the  late   Emperor's  Lifetime:  Thefe  are  the 
Steps  that  have  been  oppofed   or  complained  of;  and  I 
wonder  to  hear  any  Gentleman,  who  approved,  and, 
perhaps,  forwarded  thefe  Steps :  I  fay,  I  wonder  to  hear 
any  fuch  Gentleman  now  pretend,  that  he  has  a  difm- 
terefted  and  fmcere  Zeal  for  the  Support  of  the  Queen 
of  Hungary.     When  I   hear  fuch  Pretences  fet  up  by 
fuch  Gentlemen,  and  when  1   confider  by  what  their 
Conduct   has   been  chiefly  influenced   for  many   Years' 
paft,  I  cannot  avoid  having  a  Sufpicion,  that  this  mighty 
Zeal  for  the  Support  of  the  Queen  of  Hungary  is   now 
^lade  ufe  of  as  a  Cloak  for  covering  fome  Defigns  that 
are  not  fit  for  being  expofed  to  vulgar  Eyes  :   I  mean 
fuch  as  u^iil  not  view  every  Thing  through  thofe  falfe 
Glafles  (&t    before   them   by   Miniflers.     In   order  to 
judify  this  Sufpicion,  and  to  fliew  that  it  is  not  quite 
void  of  Foundation,  I  mud  beg  Leave   to  examine  our 
Conduct:  fince  the  late  Emperor's  Death.     Our  Mini- 
flers began,  it  is  true,  to  (hew  a  mighty  Zeal  for  the 
Support  of  the  Queen  of  Hungary^  when  (lie  was  liril 
attacked  by  the  King  of  PruJJia  j  but  every  one  now 
knows,  and  we  have  authentic  Papers  upon  our  Table, 
which  explain  the  true  Caufe  of  that  feeming  Zeal  : 
From  thofe  Papers  it  appears,  that  our   Miniflers   had 
then  a  View  of  getting  with  Eafe,  and   without  Dan- 
ger, foQje  Part  of  the  PruJJian  Dominions  added  to  the 
Ele£!:orate  of  i^^;2^wr  ;  and  that  this  was  the  true  Caufe 
of  the  Zeal  they  pretended,  is,  1  think,  evident,   from 
jts  cooling  all  of  a  Sudden,   as  foon  as  they  found  that 
PruJJia  would   be  fupported    by    France  and  Sp^in^  as 
well  as  feverai  of  the  Princes  of  Ger?nany.     Whilft  we 
had  this  View  before  our  Eyes,  nothing  v/ould  ferve  us 
but   compelling  Prujfia^  by  Force  of  Arms,  to  defift 
from   his  raCa   Enterprife  ;    and    for   this   Purpofe  the 
Troops  of  Hanover  were  augmented,   and   the  Da?ies 
and   Hcjjians   taken   into  Britijh  Pay.     But  no  fooner 
(lid  this  View  vanifh,  or   as  foon  as  we   faw  that  the 
Accompliihment  of  this  Defign  would  be  liable  to  great 
Unceirainty,  Difficulty,  and  Danger,   we  gave  over  all 
7nou|^ljts  of  fupporting  the  Quetn   of  Hungary^  any 

.  other 
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other  Way  than  by  granting  her  a  fmall  Subfidy,  which.     Anno  ij. 
according  to  what  has  been  faid   by  the  Advocates  for^^^°'  '^'^''•2* 
this  Queftion,  we  ought  not  to  have  done  j  for  accord-       " 
ing  to  what  thefe  Gentlemen  now  fay,  we  ought  either 
to  give  her  fuch  AfTiftance  as  will  be  efFej£lual,  or  none 
at  all.     Their  Way  of  thinking,  at  that  Time,  muft 
therefore  have  been  very  different  from  what  it  is  now, 
JDX  otherwife  they  muft  admit  what  has  been  often  ob- 
ferved,  that  MiniHers  are  ready  to  embrace  every   Op- 
portunity for  fqueezing  Money  from  the  People,  whe-  • 
ther  they  think  it  will  be  of  any  Advantage  to  the  Na- 
tion or  no ;  becaufe,  as  it  muft  pafs  through,  fome  of 
it  will  always  ftick  to  their  Fingers,  or  to  'the  Fingers 
of  fome  of  their  Favourites. 

*  Whatever  may  be  in  this.  Sir,  it  is  certain,  our 
Minifters  gave  over  all  Thoughts  of  ailifting  the  Queen 
of  Hungary^  any  other  Way  than  with  the  Money 
granted  her  by  Parliament ;  and  in  this  Refolution  they 
continued  til!  the  unexpeded  Succefs  of  her  Arms,  and 
the  hav.ghty,  as  well  as  bad  Conduit  of  the  French  Generals 
^uite  changed  the  Face  of  AfFairs  in  Germany,  Upon  this 
our  Minifters  began  again  to  reaftume  their  Teeming  Zeal 
for  ailifting  the  Queen  of  Hungary^  and  fupporting  the 
Houfe  of  Aufir'ia^  tho'  it  v/as  not  now  near  fo  much  the 
Intereft  of  this  Nation  to  fupport  the  Power  of  that  Houfe, 
as  it  was  at  the  Beginning  of  the  War;  becaufe- the  Impe- 
rial Dignity  was  irrecoverably  gone  to  another  F^amily, 
and,  confequently,  the  Houfe  of  Auftria  could  no  longer 
be  fet  up  as  a  Rival  to  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon.  This  the 
jFrench  knew  very  well,  and,  therefore,  I  am  convinced, 
that  as  foonas  they  found  themfelves  deferred  by  Prujfia 
and  Saxony^  it  would  have  been  very  eafy  to  reftore  the 
Peace  of  Europe^  as  v/ell  as  Germany,,  if  the  Queen  of 
Hungary  would  have  refted  fatisfied  with  ail  her  pater- 
nal Dominions,  not  then  yielded  by  her  to  others;  but 
an  Equivalent  began  then  to  be  thought  of,  and  this 
Nation  was  to  be  loaded  v/ith  the  chief  Part  of  the 
Expence  in  obtaining  it. 

'  Could  our  Minifters,  Sir,  be  ferious  in  fuch  a  Pro- 
jecl:  ?  Could  chey  think  it  pofijble  for  up  and  the  Queen 
o^  Hungary  to  accomplifn  it?  And  if  it  had  been  pofti- 
ble,  could  they  think  it  was  the  Intereft  of  this  Nation 
to  engage  in  it :  No,  Sir,  I  am  convinced  of  the  con« 

trary, 
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G^'^ii  *^'  trary,  and,  therefore,  I  muft  fuppofe,  they  had  fome- 
•  I743.  thing  elfe  in  View.  What  it  is,  J  fhall  not  pretend  to 
determine  precifely;  but  from  their  former  Condud,  I 
believe,  I  may  pretend  to  guefs,  and  fhall  leave  it  to 
Gentlemen,  to  confider  whether  they  have  Reafon  to 
think  I  guefs  right.  We  know  the  Power  which  the 
Emperor  and  Diet  have  over  the  feveral  States  that 
compofe  the  Germanic  Body  :  We  know,  that  by  the 
Authority  of  the  Emperor  and  Diet,  free  Cities  may 
be  disfranchifed,  and  Ecclefiaftical  States  fecularifed, 
and  given  to  neighbouring  Princes  or  Ele£lors :  Sup* 
pofe  the  Court  of  Hanover  had  a  Mind  to  have  fome- 
thing  like  this  done  in  their  Favour  :  Could  they  take 
a  better  Method  for  obtaining  it,  than  by  encouraging 
the  Queen  of  Hungary  to  refufe  reftoring  the  Emperor 
to  his  hereditary  Dominions,  and  to  carry  the  War 
into  France,  in  order  to  take  from  that  Kingdom  an 
Equivalent  for  what  fhe  has  loft  in  Germany  ?  And  if 
they  could  prevail  upon  our  Minifters  to  promife  her 
the  utmofi:  Afiiftance  of  this  Nation,  would  it  not  be 
the  beft  Method  they  could  take  for  encouraging  her  to 
embark  in  fuch  a  Proje6l  ? 

'  I  am  far  from  affirming,  Sir,  that  this  is  really  the 
Cafe  ;  but  if  it  is,  let  us  confider  the  Situation  this  Na- 
tion, or  the  Queen  of  Hungary^  may  be  in.  If  we 
meet  with  great  Succefs  in  the  V/ar  againft  France^  the 
Emperor  mult  fubmit  to  what  the  Court  of  Hanover 
miiih  on  ;  and  then  the  Queen  of  Hungary  will  be  left 
to  carry  on  the  War  by  herfdf,  or  muft  accept  of  fuch 
Terms  as  that  Court  fhall  make  for  her:  If  we  meet 
with  bad  Succefs,  the  Queen  of  Hungary  muft  fubmit 
to  fuch  Terms  as  the  French  (hall  prefcribe  j  and  in  or- 
drr  t')  pacify  the  Refentment  of  the  Emperor,  our 
Minitters  may  be  prevailed  on  to  make  Sacrifice  to 
France  and  Spain,  which  would  very  ill  fuit  with  the 
Honour  or  Intereft  of  Great  Britain. 

'  But  now,  Sir,  to  fuppofe  that  our  Minifters  are 
really  fcrious  ;  that  they  have  no  fecret  Views ;  that 
they  think  it  for  the  Intereft  of  this  Nation  to  be  at  the 
Expence  of  obtaining  an  Equivalent  from  the  Houfe  of 
Bourbon,  for  what  the  Queen  of  Hungary  has  yielded 
to  PrvJJia,  Saxony^  aiid  Sardinia  ;  and  that  they  think 
it  polTible  for  the  Qi_"een  of  Hungary  to  fucceed  in  this 
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^pheme,  with  the  Affiftance  of  this  Nation  alone  ;  yet  Anno  17. 
^they  cannot  defire  thofe  Gentlemen  to  concur  in  their  ^^°-  ^^-  'H3' 
Meafures,  who  happen  to  be  of  a  quite  different  Opi- 
nion ;  and  as  I  am  one  of  them  that  are  fo,.  1  hope,  they 
will  excufe  my  concurring  with  them  in  running  my 
Country  into  a  Project  where  I  think  it  may  meet  with 
Ruin,  but  can  expe6l  noSuccefs.  An  Honourable  and 
Learned  Gentleman  has,  indeed,  endeavoured  to  (hew 
the  Feafibility  of  this  Prcjed,  by  reprefenting  Francs 
to  be  in  the  greateft  Diftrefs ;  but  in  my  Opinion,  he 
prefented  us  with  a  Pi6luie  rather  of  this  Kingdom  than 
that  of  France-,  and  when  he  faid,  that  noticing  remain- 
ed  untaxed,  if  he  had  added,  nor  any  Tax  unmortgaged^ 
the  Picture  would  have  been  to  the  Life.  In  thefe 
Circumftances,  can  we  propofe  to  make  Conquefts  for 
ourfelves,  much  lefs  for  others,  upon  fuch  a  powerful 
Kingdom  as  France,  when  fupported  by  Spain  and  the 
Emperor  of  Germany?  But  what  makes  the  Project  ftill 
more  ridiculous,  if  we  could  have  Hopes  of  Succefs,  we 
mufl  forefee,  that  thofe  Hopes  will  be  blafted  in  the 
Bud,  by  moft  of  the  Princes  of  Gertnany  joining  with 
France^  Spain,  and  the  Emperor,  againfl  us.  Moft 
of  them  have,  of  late,  conceived  fuch  a  Jealoufy  of  the 
Power  of  the  Houfe  of  Auftria,  that  they  will  rather 
join  with  France  than  fee  the  Power  of  that  Houfe  in- 
creafed;  and  fuch  of  them  as  have  lately  taken  Advan- 
tage of  the  Queen  o^  Hungary's  Diftrefs,  to  get  hold  of 
fome  Part  of  her  Dominions,  muft  fuppofe,  that  their 
PofTeffion  will  be  at  ^n  End  as  foon  as  fhe  acquires 
Power  to  take  back  what  (he  has  been  obliged  to  yield, 
confequently  they  will  be  jealous  of  her  Succefs,  efpe-* 
cially  againfc  the  French,  upon  whom  alone  they  can 
firmly  depend  for  the  Tenure  of  their  late  Acquifitions. 

'  From  thefe  Confiderations,  Sir,  it  is  evident,  that 
in  order  to  determine  whether  we  are  to  give  the  Qi^ieen 
of  Hungary  any  Affiftance,  we  ought  to  diftinguifh  be- 
tween two  Caft:s  that  are  in  themfelves  very  different. 
To  enable  her  to  preferve  her  ovv^-n  Dominions,  efpeci- 
ally  her  Italian  Dominione  againft  Spain,  I  think,  we 
ought  to  give  her  fuch  Affiltance  as  is  confident  with 
our  prefent  Circumffances  ;  but  to  enable  her  to  make 
Conquers,  either  in  France  or  Italy,  I  hope  we  have 
promifcd  her  no  Aff.ftance,  f  think   we  ought  not  to 
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Aano  17.  give  her  any.  And  from  hence  it  is  evident,  Jtha^t  we 
Geo.  II.  174^  ougt^t  fjot  to  think  of  affifting  her  with  Troops  5  be- 
caufe  {he  can  have  no  Occafion  for  our  Affiftance  in 
that  Cafe,  in  which  alone  we  ought  to  give  it,  unlefs 
fhe  is  attacked  in  Flanders^  Germany^  or  Italy,  In 
glanders  fhe  has  never  yet  been,  nor  will  be  \n  Danger 
of  being  attacked,  if  our  prepofterous  Politics  do  not 
provoke  an  Attack  upon  that  Quarter  ;  and  we  are  not, 
J  hope,  to  fend  our  Troops  to  her  Affiftance,  either  in 
lialy^  or  the  furthermoft  Farts  of  Germany, 

*  This,  Sir,  makes  our  prefent  Cafe  different  from 
any  former.  When  Queen  Elizabeth  fent  her  Troops 
abroad,  they  were  to  be  employed  either  in  the  'Nether^ 
landsy  or  in  the  hithermoft  Parts  of  France^  where  flie 
could  eafily  recruit  and  fupport  them,  and  as  eafily  cal! 
them  back  when  fhe  had  Occafion  for  them  ;  but,  if 
we  fend  our  Troops  to  Italy ^  or  the  farther  End  of 
Germany^  we  can  neither  recruit  nor  fupport  them,  nor 
can  we  eafily  call  them  back  when  we  have  a  Mind  ; 
and  the  bad  Succefs  we  met  with  in  Spain  during  the 
laft  War,  ought  to  be  a  Caveat  againfl  our  ever  again 
fending  our  Troops  to  fight  foreign  Quarrels  at  fuch  a 
Diftance  from  Honie. 

'  Having  mentioned  Queen  EUzahethy  Sir,  I  cannot 
pafs  over  her  Story,  -without  obferying  how  cautious 
fhe  vv'as  of  involving  her  People  in  a  heavy  Expence, 
for  the  Sake  of  guarding  againft  remote  Dangers.  As 
Spain  was  then  the  Nation  mofl  formidable  to  Europe, 
and  at  the  fame  Time  her  greatefl  Enemy,  it  is  certain 
that  Cne  would  have  been  in  very  great  Danger,  had  that 
Nation  been  able  to  reduce  the  whole  17  Provinces  of 
the  Netherlands  to  Obedience.  That  Queen  faw  the 
Danger  ihe  was  in,  but  as  it  was  a  remote  Danger,  fhe 
did  Dot  think  her  People  v/ere  obliged  to  fight  for  pre- 
venting it,  as  if  it  had  been  pro  Aris  &  Focis ;  therefore 
Ihe  was  fo  far  from  dcfiring  her  Ptople  to  give  the  Dutch 
all  the  AiTii^ance  they  were  able,  that  fhe  fent  over  but 
5  or  6000  Men  to  their  AfTiilance  ;  i:nd  upon  this  Con- 
dition, that  they  fhould  repay  her  all  the  Expence  fhe 
put  herfelf  to,  for  their  Defence,  and  fliould  put  fome 
of  the  befl  P'ortrefu^s  and  Sea-Ports  of  their  Country 
into  her  Kanus,  for  fecuring  the  Repayment.  In  the 
fame  Manner  it  would  certainly  have  been  of  the  mod 
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tlangerous  Confequence  to  her,  if  the  Guife  or  Spanijh  Anno  17. 
Faction  had  prevailed  in  France-,  and  yet  fo  cautious ^^°*  ^^'  '7"^^* 
was  fhe  of  putting  her  People  to  Expence,  that  {he 
never  fent  above  7  or  8000  Men  to  the  Aiiiftance  of 
Henry  the  IVth,  and  that  at  different  l^imes,  and  but 
for  a  few  Months  :  Nay,  at  Jaft  (he  refufed  to  fend  him 
any  of  her  Troops,  unlefs  he  would  undertake  to  pay 
or  fubfift  them. 

'  Suppofe  the  Queen  of  Hungary  had  been,  or  fhould 
ftill  be  obliged  to  fubmit  to  the  Terms  prefcribed  by 
France^  I  believe  it  will  not  be  faid,  that  this  Nation 
would  now  be  in  greater  or  more  immediate  Danger 
than  it  would  have  been  in  at  that  Time,  had  either 
the  Netherlands  or  France  been  obliged  to  fubmit  to 
Spain  ;  why  then  fhould  we  now  be  in  a  greater  Fright 
than  we  were  in  Queen  Elizabeth's  Time  ?  Or  why 
fhould  we  now  put  ourfelves  to  a  much  greater  Expence 
for  guarding  againfl  a  Danger,  that  is  at  leafS:  as  remote 
as  the  Danger  was  in  her  Time  ?  The  Reafon  is,  we 
have  of  late  got  into  a  ridiculous  Cuftom,  of  making 
ourfelves  the  Don  ^ixots  of  Europe  ;  and  fometimes 
under  the  Pretence  of  preferving  a  Balance  of  Power 
in  Europe^  at  other  Times  under  the  Pretence  of  pre- 
ferving a  Balance  of  Power  in  the  North,  we  have  en- 
gaged, iotis  Viribus^  in  the  Quarrel  of  almofl  every  State 
in  Europe^  that  has,  by  its  Imprudence  or  Ambition, 
brought  itfelf  into  any  Diftrefs.  The  Confequence  is, 
that  whilft  we  take  upon  ourfelves  the  Burden  of  de- 
fending our  Allies,  they  give  themfelves  very  little 
Trouble  about  defending  themfelves.  ,  The  prefent 
Queen  of  Hungary  hag  fliewn,  what  the  laft  two  Em- 
perors might  have  done  during  the  Grand  Confederacy, 
if  they  had  begun  the  War,  by  giving  Satisfaction  to 
their  Hungarian  Subje6i:s ;  but  as  they  found  us  vi'illing 
to  fight  their  Battles  for  them,  againft  the  common 
Enemy,  they  took  that  Opportunity  to  harafs  and  op- 
prefs  our  Brother  Proteflants  in  every  Part  of  tiieir 
Dominions  ;  which  was  one  of  the  Reafons  of  that 
War's  lafling  fo  long,  and,  confequently,  of  this  Na- 
tion's being  fo  much  encumbered  with  Debt,  and  fo 
heavily  loaded  with  Taxes.  Therefore,  I  wifh,  we 
would  return  to  the  wife  Maxims  of  Queen  Elizabeth^ 
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Anno  17.       and  refolvG  never  to  do  fo  much  for  any  of  our  Allies^ 
Geo.  U.j7s3.    2g  ^Q  make  theni  negledt  doing  for  themfelves. 

'  Suppofe^  Sir,  we  were  abfolutely  certain,  that  France 
and  Spai72  will  unite  in  a  War  againft  us,  as  foon  as  they 
have  brought  the  Queen  oi  Hungary  to  their  Terms; 
arc  we,  for  the  Sake  of  putting  ofF  this  diftant  Danger, 
to  fupport  a  Land  War,  which  will  coft  us  more,  and 
be  much  more  ruinous  to  the  Nation,  than  if  we  were, 
by  ouifelves  alone,  to  fupport  a  Naval  War  againft 
both  thefe  Nations  ?  If  we  could  have  reafonable  Hopes 
that  our  Land  War  would  be  faccefsful,  we  ought  not 
to  engage  in  any  fuch  Scheme :  How  much  lefs  then 
ought  we  to  engage  in  it,  when  we  are  almoft  certain, 
that  our  Ally  upon  the  Continent  will  at  laft  be  over- 
powered, notv\?ithftanding  the  utmoft  we  can  do  to  aflift 
her.  The  Maxim,  therefore,  of  our  keeping  France 
and  Spain  involved  in  a  Land  War,  in  order  to  prevent 
their  attacking  us  with  their  joint  Force  by  Sea,  ought 
not  to  be  received  without  fome  Qualification.  If  we 
could  procure  fuch  a  Confederacy  among  the  Princes 
upon  the  Continent,  as  might  fupport  a  Land  War 
againft  thefe  two  Nations,  with  a  very  little  of  our  Af- 
fiftance,  it  v/ould  then  be  right  for  us  to  think  of  it, 
becaufe  we  fliould  then  be  able  to  fupport  our  War 
againft  them  by  Sea  with  Eafe  and  Advantage,  or  the 
Land  War  might,  by  a  happy  lillie,  put  it  out  of  their 
Power  to  think  of  attacking  us  by  Sea  j  but  if  the  Land 
Wdr  muft  be  chiefly  iupported  at  our  Expence,  we 
ought  rather  to  take  our  Chance  of  fupporting  a  Naval 
War  by  ourfelves  alone,  than  engage  in  any  fuch  War 
by  Land,  becaufe  it  would  divert  us  from  profecuting 
the  War  by  Sea,  which  will  always  be  moft  convenient 
for  us,  and  by  which  alone  we  can  expert  to  reap 
any  Benefit  to  ourfelves;  and  becaufe,  by  exhaufting 
ourfelves  in  the  Profecution  of  an  unfuccefsful  War  by 
Land,  we  may  bring  a  Naval  War  upon  ourfelves, 
when  we  have  no  Strength  left  to  fupport  it. 

*  It  is  eafy.  Sir,  to  apply  this  to  our  prefent  Cafe  : 
The  War  carried  on  by  the  Queen  of  Hungary  by  Land 
againft  France  and  Spain^  miaft  he  carried  on  almoft  in- 
tirely  at  our  Expence.  The  Expence  will  be  fuch, 
ti)at  it  is  impoffible  for  this  Nation,  in  its  prefent  Cir- 
cumllances,  to  fupport  it  fur  many  Years;  and  it  is 
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impoflible  we  can  thereby  expe£!:  to  obtain  any  Equlva-     Anno  77. 
lent  for  the  Queen  o^  Hungary^  or  any  Conceffions,  Geo.  11. 1743, 
either  from  France  or  Spain,  for  ourfelves  ;  becaufe,  if  ^-    -v—  -" 
our  Land  Armies  fhould  prove  vidorious,  other  Princes, 
who  are  now  jealous  of  the  Power  of  the  Houfe  of 
Aujiria,  and  whofe  chief  Security,  for  what  they  have 
lately  got  PoiTeffion  of,  depends  upon   the  Power  and 
Friendlhip  of  France,  will  interpofe,  and   prevent  our 
reaping  the  Fruits  of  our  Victories  :  Nay,  by  their  In- 
terpofition,  the  Queen  of  Hungary  may  be  brought  into 
as  great  Diftrefs  as  ever,  and  muft,  very  probably,  at 
laft  be  forced  to  make  the  beft  feparate  Peace  fhe  can 
for  herfelf ;  fo  that,  after  we  are  quite  exhaufted  by  an 
expenfive  Land  War,  we  (hall  be  left  to  carry  on,  by 
ourfelves  alone,  a  Naval  War  againft  the  united  P'orce 
of  France  and  Spain^  when  we  have  no  Strength  left  to 
defend  ourfelves,  either  by  Sea  or  Land.     Our  prefent 
Meafures,  therefore,  may  very  juftly  be  compared  to 
.an  ignorant  Quack,  who,  by  ftrong  and  exceiTive  Eva- 
cuations, keeps  off  the  Crifis  of  a  Fever,  till  the  Patient 
has  no  Strength  left  to  go  through  with  it,  which  is 
generally  attended  with  certain  Death  ;  whereas,  if  the 
Diftemper  had  been  left  to  its  own  Courfe,  Nature 
might  have  brought  on  a  fpeedy  Crifis,  the  Patient 
would  have  had  Strength  enough  to  fupporC  it,  and 
might  have  been  quite  eafy,  and  fully  recovered,  before 
the  Time  he  had  done  taking  the  expenfive,  and  waft- 
ing preventive  Remedies  prefcribed  by  the  Dorter. 

'  As  to  what  has  been  pretended,  Sir,  that  our  Sol- 
diers, when  difbanded,  will  chearfully  return  to  their 
former  Employments,  it  is  fo  conirary  to  Experience, 
in  all  Nations,  and  at  all  Times,  that  1  need  give  it  no 
Anfwer.  It  may,  indeed,  be  in  fome  Meafure  true,  if 
we  immediately  call  home  and  difband  our  Troops ; 
becaufe  the  new  Levies  have  not  yet  had  Time  to  get  a 
Habit  of  Idlenefs,  or  to  forget  the  Bufinefs  they  were 
bred  to  j  but  if  they  continue  but  a  hv^  Years  abroad, 
none,  or  very  few  of  them,  either  will,  or  can,  return 
to  their  former  Employments,  not  only  becaufe  of  the 
Habit  of  Idlenefs  they  will  have  acquired,  and  their 
having  forgot  the  Bufinefs  they  were  bred  to,  but  be- 
caufe their  Places  will  be  fupplied  by  new  Hands,  who 
will  be  preferred  by  the  Mafters  in  every  Sort  of  Bufi-i 
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Anno  17.  nefs.  This  is  fo  true,  Sir,  that  let  Peace  come  whert 
Geo.  II.  174J.  j^  ^jij^  J  ^^  perfuaded,  the  Danger  of  difbanding  a 
~^  -'  great  Number  of  our  Soldiers,  and  thereby  reducing 
them  to  a  ftarving  and  defperate  Condition,  will  be 
made  ufe  of  as  an  Argument  for  our  keeping  up  a  much 
greater  Army  in  Time  of  Peace,  than  we  have  ever 
yet  been  prevailed  on  to  do ;  and  this  may,  perhaps, 
be  one  of  the  By-views  which  our  Miniftcrs  have,  in 
pretending  to  affifi:  the  Qiieen  of  Hungary  with  Troops. 
In  fhort,  the  View  they  openly  pretend  to  have,  which 
is  that  of  alTifting  the  Queen  of  Hungary  with  ouf 
Troops,  as  well  as  our  Money  and  Navy,  is  i-n  itfelf  fo 
chimerical,  and  may  be  attended  with  fuch  fatal  Con- 
feqiiences,  that,  I  am  perfuaded,  they  have  no  fuch 
Thing  really  in  View ;  confequently,  they  muft  have 
fome  fecret  Defigns,  which  they  dare  not  avow;  and 
as  all  fuch  minifterial  Defigns  are  inconfiftent  with  the 
true  Intereft  of  the  Nation,  and  of  dangerous  Confe- 
'  quence  to  our  Conftitution,  I  fhali  always  be  extremely 
cautious  of  being  made  the  Dupe  of  their  plaufible  Pre- 
tences, which,  I  am  convinced,  would  be  the  Cafe,  if$ 
by  their  pretended  Zeal  for  the  Service  of  the  Queen 
oi  Hungary  J  I  fhould  allow  myfelf  to  be  drawn  in  td 
give  my  Confent  to  the  prefent  Motion.' 

Lord  Perck'a I  (poke  lafl,  in  Favour  of  the  Motion , 
in  Subftance  thus  : 
'  Sir, 
Uri  pcr;ival.  '  ^^  '^  were  pofTible,  after  what  1  have  read  of  former 
Tranfailions  in  this  Country,  and  after  what  I  have 
feen  fince  I  have  had  the  Honour  to  fit  here,  to  be  fur- 
prifed  at  any  Thing  that  could  happen  in  this  Houfe, 
the  Oppofition  given  to  this  Motion  would  have  filled 
me  with  Amazement :  But  it  has  ever  been  the  epide- 
mical Difeafe  of  a  great  Party  in  this  Nation,  in  all 
fimilar  Conjunctures,  to  hang  upon  the  Skirts  of  Go- 
vernment, and  diredtly  or  indire6lly  to  oppofe  every 
Meafure  of  Vigour  againft  France.  This  Houfe  has 
never  wanted,  1  fliould  fay  France  has  never  wanted, 
even  in  this  Houfe,  a  Number  of  Men,  who  have  zeal- 
oufiy  declaimed  to  the  manifeft  Advantage  of  her  Views, 
upon  Pretences  of  our  Inability,  of  the  Impracticability 
of  a  War  with  France^  and  upon  the  Security  of  our 
3'  Situation 
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Situation  as  an  Ifland  ;  who  firft  deceived  themfelves,  Anno  17. 
have  done  their  utmoft  to  delude  others,  and  who,  by  Geo.^l.  1743^. 
the  fatal  Succefs  of  fuch  declamatory  Speeches,  have 
either  prevented  our  early  Refiftance  of  the  Meafures 
of  that  Power,  or  have  compelled  us  to  carry  on  that 
Refiftance  with  great  Difficulties  at  home,  and  infuffi- 
cient  Means  abroad,  or  have  acquired  Influence  enough 
in  this  Government,  to  force  a  precipitate  Conciufion 
to  that  Refiftance.  It  is  by  this  Condudt,  and  by  this 
alone,  that  we  have  infenfibly  been  brought  into  that 
deplorable  Condition  in  which  we  lately  ftood,  and  in- 
to thofe  dangerous,  expenfive,  and  precarious  Circum- 
Ihnces,  rn  which  it  is  but  too  true,  that  we  ftill  con- 
tinue to  ftand.  It  is  by  this,  and  by  this  alone,  that 
France  has  been  enabled  to  rife  to  that  prodigious  Point 
of  Power,  which  now  threatens  all  Europe  with  univer- 
fal  Bondage. 

'  This  Power  ought,  above  all,  to  be  terrible  to  this 
Nation  ;  our  Situation  as  an  Ifland  will  never  balance 
our  Situation  in  fuch  a  Neighbourhood.  It  is  not  only 
the  Power  by  which  this  Nation  can  be  alone  deftroyed, 
but  by  which  it  moft  certainly  will  be  deftroyed,  when- 
ever thofe  our  Allies  upon  the  Continent,  who  alone 
are  able,  by  their  Land- Armies,  to  threaten  her  with 
any  real  Danger,  (hall  be  broken  and  divided — When- 
ever they  (hall  be  fo  awed,  or  fo  reduced,  as  to  be  un- 
able to  give  her  any  Interruption  in  the  Purfuit  of  her 
pernicious  Defigns  upon  Great  Britain,  Such  Deflgns 
undoubtedly  fhe  long  has  entertained  againft  us,  and 
with  greater  Rancour  than  againft  any  other  People  of 
the  Earth. — She  hates  the  Houfe  of  Aujlria^  and  ftie 
fears  it;  (lie  means  to  diftrefs,  to  break,  and  to  dif- 
member  the  Floufe  of  Auftria ;  but  (he  can  never  in- 
tend the  utter  Deftrudion  of  the  Houfe  of  Aujlria:  So 
vaft  a  Spoil  can  be  never  wrefted  totally  from  that 
Houfe,  without  raifmg  up  fome  other  Power  dangerous 
to  France. — But  as  to  this  Country,  her  old  Antipathy 
on  Account  of  former  Wars,  her  Bigotry  in  Religion, 
the  Envy  at  our  extenfive  Trade,  our  Opulence,  our 
Power,  our  Influence  in  Europe^  the  Obftruclion  we 
have  often  given  to  her  Views,  and  the  Benefits  fhe 
may  juftly  exped  from  a  Change  in  this  Government, 
are  Motives  that  muft  urge  her  to  purfue  the  entirs 

N  Ruifi 


[    186    ] 

Anno  ^^J.       K'd'm  of  Great  Britain,    Her  Paflions  and  her  Prejudices^ 
eo.  II.  3743.    can   be  never  gratified^  her  Dominions  and  her  In- 
^     ~ '  ~    "- '   terefts  never  be  fecured)  by  any  other  Means  than  the 
Subverfion  of  our  happy  Conftitution,  the  Divifion  of 
our  Territories,  the  total  Prohibition  of  our  Commerce, 
the  Eftablilhment  of  a  tributary  Prince,  who  muH:  de- 
pend upon  her  Authority,  and  of  a  ReHgion  which  can 
be  fupported  only  by  her  Power, 
^  '  It  is  little  better  than  Infatuation   to  be  infenfible 

of  this  formidable  Truth.  And  it  is  nov/  no  Time  to 
fufFer  ourfelves  to  be  amufed  by  thefe  deceitful  and  de- 
llrudive  Doctrines  I  have  mentioned,  which  have 
brought  us  into  our  prefent  Difficulties^  and  which 
many  now  unhappily  labour  to  revive  among  us.  It  is 
the  Duty  of  every  honeft  Man  to  fet  his  Face  againft 
them.  The  Poifon  has  here  already  unaccountably  dif-^ 
fufed  among  the  People,  and  if  not  powerfully  checked 
by  the  Senfe  and  Refolution  of  this  Houfe,  this  Houfe 
itfelf,  before  we  can  fufpedt  it,  may  be  compelled,  by 
the  Fa(Sl:ions  of  a  deluded  and  inflamed  Multitude,  to- 
give  this  Nation  into  the  Hands  of  France.  For  to 
abandon  our  Allies  in  their  prefent  Neceflity,  to  defifi: 
from  the  Meafures  of  the  War  in  which  we  are  now 
engaged,  would  be  in  effedl:  to  do  this. — And  yet  to 
this  Point  is  diredled  all  the  Clamour  of  the  Difcon- 
tented,  every  Libel'  of  the  Difaffef^ed,  and  the  whole 
Endeavour  of  the  prefent  Oppofition. 

*  It  becomes  me  in  Prudence,  and  it  is  moft  agree- 
able to  my  Inclinations,  to  treat  thofe  Gentlemen  with 
whom  i  formerly  concurred,  and  with  whom  I  totally 
differ  in  thefe  Points,  with  all  poilible  Regard  ;  but  I 
muft  own,  that  I  have  received  the  greatefl  Alarm,  to 
obfefve  the  Sentiments  now  efpoufed  by  fome  of  thofe,. 
"Whofe  Principles  I  ever  thought  v/ould  have  prefcrved 
them  againd  thefe  Notions.  I  may  fpeak  freely  upon 
this  Occaiion  ;  I  have  nothing  to  fear  from  any  falfe 
Refledion  or  Afperfion,  that  I  have  a£ted  an  incon- 
fiftent  Part. — Let  thofe  alone  be  ftung  with  thefe  Re-> 
fiecTtions,  who  not  two  Years  fmce  concurred  with  me 
to  pull  down  the  late  Minifter  for  his  pacific  Condud-,. 
and  are  now  become  the  Advocates  of  the  fame  pacific 
Meafures  :  Meafures,  which  thL7  not  only  condemned 
fo  fur iou fly  before,  but  which  were  infinitely  more  ex- 
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cufable  at  that  Time,   than  they  could  be  now,  be-     Anno  if. 
caufe  the  State  of  our  Affairs  was  then  in  a  Manner  ,  ^°'     '  '''^^* 
defperate. 

'  At  the  Time  this  Parliament  firft  mef,  the  mani- 
feft  Danger  of  the  common  Liberties  of  Europe  ftruck 
this  Nation  with  fo  much  Horror,  that  the  Voice  of 
every  Man,  both  within  Doors  and  without,  cried  loudly 
and  irrefiftibly  for  thefe  Meafures  of  War. — The  De- 
ftrucffion  of  the  Houfe  of  Aiijiria  was  confidered  as  the 
Ruin  of  the  Balance  of  Power ;  the  Lofs  of  that  Balance 
was  then  juftly  looked  upon  as  the  utter  and  inevitable, 
if  not  the  immediate,  Subverfion  of  the  Laws,  Reli- 
gion, and  Independency  of  this  Kingdom.  We  ha<i 
then  no  Armies  formed,  the  greater  Part  of  Germany 
awed  by  the  Arms,  or  corrupted  by  the  Gold  of  France. 
— The  greateft  Powers  of  Germany  confederated  with 
France  againft  Germany  itfelf. — The  Dominions  of  the 
Queen  of  Hungary^  already  in  Pofleflion  of  the  Enemy, 
almoft  as  far  as  to  the  very  Walls  of  Vienna. — The  na- 
tural Allies  of  the  Houfe  of  Aiftria.,  fcarce  Tiny  one  of 
them  in  a  Condition  to  afford  her  any  AfTif^ance.— i^z^^^?, 
by  the  treacherous  Intrigues  of  France,  fliaken  in  its 
very  Government  at  home,  and  embarrafled  at  the 
fame  Time  with  the  Swedijh  War  abroad. — The  Dutch 
and  the  Elector  of  Hanover  feparated  from  each  other, 
and  equally  reflrained  by  a  great  French  Army  in  Weji- 
phalia. — And  the  King  of  Sardinia,  furrounded  by  a 
very  fuperior  Force,  dubious  at  leaft  as  to  his  Ability, 
if  not  as  to  his  Intention,  to  affift  us.  This  was  the 
deplorable  State  of  our  Affairs  when  this  Parliament  firft 
fat  down. — Yet  even  in  this  Extremity  the  whole  Na- 
tion called  upon  us  to  exert  our  utmofl  Efforts  for  the 
Prefervation  of  the  Houfe  of  Aufhia. — This  Houfe  re- 
folved,  unanimouily,  to  fend  16,000  of  our  national 
Troops  abroad,  and  voted  great  Subfidies  in  Money  to 
the  King  of  Sardinia,  and  Q^ieen  of  Hungary.  It  was 
then  the  Opinion  of  all  Mankind,  that  no  Expence, 
no  Danger,  ought  to  deter  us  from  engaging  in  thefe 
Meafures.  This  Opinion  was  juflly  founded  upon  this 
Reafoning ;  that  Ruin  being  certain,  if  we  remain  m- 
adtive,  however  improbable  it  might  be  to  prevent  that 
Ruin,  even  with  our  utmofl  Efforts,  that  it  ought  to 
be  attempted  :  That  in  fuch  Extremity  of  Danger, 
N  2  Caution 
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Anno  17.  Caution  was  Imprudence,  and  that  nothing  but  Folly 
Gco^.j743.^  could  induce  any  Man  to  plead  for  the  Prefervation  of 
Troops,  which,  after  fuch  an  Event  as  the  Ruin  of  the 
Balance  of  Power,  could  not  defend  us  -,  or  for  the 
Saving  of  Treafures,  which  might,  indeed,  tempt  our 
Enemies  the  fooner  to  invade  us,  but  were  utterly  in- 
fuiiicient  to  withfland  the  whole  Power  of  France  and 
Spain  united,  and  turned  againft  us  alone. 

*  If  fuch  were  the  Circumftances  of  this  Nation, 
fuch  the  Senfe  of  the  whole  People,  and  fuch  the  Opi- 
nion, Advice,  and  Refolution  of  every  individual  Mem- 
ber of  this  Aflembly,  where  is  the  Man  in  this  Houfe 
entitled  to  condemn  the  fame  Meafures  now,  with  that 
Air  of  Authority,  which  the  Gentlemen  on  the  other 
Side  the  Houfe  afiume  of  late  in  every  Debate  ?  Do  they 
flatter  themfelves  that  it  can  be  fo  foon  forgotten,  by 
whom  this  Country  was  brought  into  thefe  Meafures, 
and  if  they  ought  to  be  condemned,  who  are  to  be  juftly 
anfwerable  for  them  ?  If  thefe  Gentlemen  would  give 
themfelves  Time  only  for  the  leaft  Reflexion  upon  their 
own  Condud:,  I  am  perfuaded  they  would  be  more 
moderate  in  their  Cenfures  upon  other  Men.  They 
would  think  themfelves  fuiEciently  happy,  in  being  per* 
mitted  to  change  their  own  Opinions,  without  incur- 
ring any  Reflexion  for  it,  and  forbear  to  infult  others 
for  acS^ing  in  one  uniform  and  confident  Way,  upon 
the  very  Plan  which  they  themfelves  prcfcribed  no  longer 
than  two  Years  fmce. 

'  For  my  own  Particular,  I  never  differed  from  my- 
felf  with  regard  to  this  great  Point,  not  only  from  the 
Hour  1  firft  entered  into  this  Houfe,  but  from  the  Time 
that  I  turned  my  Thoughts  at  al)  to  the  public  Bufinefs. 
With  regard  to  the  Intereft  of  this  Country,  in  pre- 
venting the  Icaft  Acquifition  of  Power  to  France^  I  ever 
did,  and  I  ever  (ball  think,  that  the  very  Being  of  this- 
Nation  depends  upon  it.  And  for  what  relates  to  the 
prefent  Queftion,  I  am  utterly  unable  to  reconcile  to 
common  Senfe  or  Reafon,  nor  can  I  find  out,  to  what 
Caufe  I  can  attribute  this  fudden  Change  in  the  Senti- 
ments of  many  of  my  Friends.  Is  our  Danger  equal  ? 
Our  Refolution  to  withfhnd  it  ought  to  be  the  fame. — 
Is  our  Danger  Icfs  ?  Surely  this  mull  be  a  great  En- 
couragement to  purfue  thofe  Meafures  which  have  made 
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it  left. — Is  our  Danger  now  none  at  all  ?  I  own,  that  ^^"!^°^/\ 
it  is  doing  too  much  Honour  to  the  Adminiftration  to  ^  ^°'  _'  ^^"^  ^\ 
infinuate  this  to  be  the  Cafe. — And  therefore,  in  what 
Light  foever  I  confider  this  Propofition,  it  feems  to  me 
no  better  than  Madnefs  to  recall  thofe  Troops  in  this 
Conjun6ture,  which  you  all  clamoured  to  have  fent 
abroad  in  the  former  Condition  of  our  Affairs. 

«  Where  was  the  Man  of  the  moft  fanguine  Hopes., 
who  could  have  thought  two  Years  ago,  who  could  have 
flattered  himfelf  even  at  our  laft  Meeting  here,  that  be- 
fore we  met  again,  the  Houfe  of  Auftria  (hould  have 
xecovered  her  whole  Dominions,  poflefled  herfelf  of  the 
Territories  and  Eledorate  of  B^avaria^  ruined  a  great 
Army  of  the  French^  and  repelled  all  the  Forces  of  that 
Nation  to  the  Banks  of  the  Rhine  ;  that  file  (hould  have 
even  carried  the  War  into  the  Bowels  of  France  itfelf, 
as  by  her  irregular  Troops  fhe  did  ?  Is  it  to  avail  us 
nothing  to  have  forced  the  French,  by  a  Series  of  De- 
feats, to  have  traverfed  h2i\f  Europe,  not  in  the  Way  of 
a  Retreat,  but  of  a  total  Rout,  to  have  brought  a  Su- 
periority of  Power  to  the  very  Frontier  of  France, 
to  have  added  Experience  and  great  Glory  to  the  Britifi 
Arms,,  to  have  difTolved  the  Confederacies,  ruined  to- 
tally one  of  the  Allies,  and  baffled  in  every  Part  and 
Point  the  Power  and  Defigns  of  France  ? 

'  Yet,  after  all  this,  one  Hon.  Gentleman  has  thought 
fit  to  aflert,  that  we  have  done  jiothing  ;  and  why  ? 
hecaufe  the  Auftrian  Armies  did  not  pafs  the  Rhine* 
Good  God  !  is  all  that  I  have  recapitulated  here  to  be 
.accounted  nothing  ?  Where  have  we  heard  or  read  of 
fo  vaft  a  Turn  in  the  Story  of  any  Time  ?  Another 
Hon.  Gentleman  owns,  that,  indeed,  a  little  has  been 
,done,  hut  then  k  has  keen  done  by  the  Auftrians,  and  not 
by  us.  But  let  me  afk,  whether  the  Houfe  of  Auftria 
could  have  done  what  fhe  has  done  without  us  ?  Could 
fhe  have  maintained  her  vaft  Armies  without  our  Sup- 
plies ?  If  the  605OOO  French  we  detained  fo  long  upon 
the  Maine,  and  beat  at  Dettingen,  had  been  adJed  to 
the  Armies  of  the  Enemy  in  Bohemia  and  Bavaria^ 
was  it  probable,  that  the  Queen  of  Hungary  could  have 
gained  a  Superiority,  or  even  fl^ood  her  Ground  in  the 
Heart  of  Germany  f  Could  the  King  of  Sardinia  have 
attempted  to  refift  the  united  Powers  oi  Francfy  Spain^ 
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Anno  17.        and  Naples^  without  our  Fleets,  without  our  Money, 
Geo.  II.  1743.    without  this  Diverfion  occafioned   by  our  Arms?  Had 
'  our  Troops  been  difbanded  and  recalled,  in  Purfuance 
of  Motions  of  the  fame  Nature  with  this  now  made  you, 
which  were  likewife  made  in  the  laft  Seffion  of  Parlia- 
ment, where  is  the  Man  can  doubt,  but  that  by  this 
Time,  thofe  Colours  had  been  planted  on  the  Ramparts 
of  Vienna^  which  many  now  in  this  Houfe  have  lately 
{ztn  proteded,  with  DifEculty,  under  the  Cannon  of 
Landau  f 

'  When  Gentlemen  can  thus  turn  (hort  upon  them- 
feh'cs,  and  quarrel  with  their  own  Councils,  and  their 
own  Syilem  :  When  they  can  work  themfelves  up  to 
fuch  a  Point  as  to  deny  thefe  vifible  Advantages,  and 
repine  at  the  moit  providential  Succefs :  Nothing  that 
they  may  object  farther  to  any  Branch  of  public  Con- 
duct can  create  the  leaft  Surprife.  I  fhall  therefore  ex- 
prefs  no  Wonder  at  the  other  AlTertions  of  the  Hon, 
Gentleman,  ftrange  as  it  muft  otherwife  appear  to  m^e, 
and  every  Man  of  common  Underftanding,  that  fuch 
Sort  of  Reafoning  fhould  hope  for  any  Countenance  in 
this  AfTembly. 

'  Among  other  Matter  of  Refie6lion  upon  the  Ad- 
miniftiation,  the  fame  Gentleman  upbraids  them  with 
a  NegUut  ^^^^Spanifh  War^  to  carry  on  a  War  in  which 
we  are  not  at  all  concerned.  This  fhort  Sentence  con- 
tains at  once  two  Afiertions,  fraught  vnih  Delufion, 
but  a  Delufion  fo  very  grofs,  that  it  can  never  weigh 
with  a  Majority  of  this  Houfe. 

«  As  to  our  Purfuit  of  a  War  in  which  we  are  not  at 
all  concerned  \  by  this,  I  fuppofe,  is  meant  the  War  in 
which  we  are  engaged  in  Support  of  the  Houfe  of  Au- 
Jlria.  But  to  this  I  fhall  fay  very  little  ;  for  if  there  is 
a  Man  who  can  ferioufly  believe,  that  we  are  not  con- 
cerned to  prevent  the  univerfal  Influence,  or  univerfal 
Empire  of  France  over  all  Europe ;  or  who  does  not 
fee,  that  neither  the  Trade,  nor  Liberty  of  this  Coun- 
try could  fubfifi:  an  Hour  after  that  Event  j  or  who  is 
weak  or  ignorant  enough  not  to  know,  that  a  very 
fmall  Addition  of  Strength  to  France^  either  by  an  im- 
mediate  Acceffion  of  Pov/er  to  herfelf,  or  Diminution 
of  Power  in  thofe  States  v/ho  form  the  Balance  againft 
her,  muft  inevitably  give  her  that  univerfal  Influence, 
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or  univerfal  Empire ;  fuch  a  Man  is  not  to  be  argued     Anno  17. 
with  ;   no  Reafon  can  operate  upon  a  Mind  incapable  ^^°'  '^'  ^74j« 
ofairenting  to  a  Propofition,  of  all  others,  in  Nature  the  — ' 

moft  glaring  and  feU'-evident. 

«  But  as  to  the  Negle^  of  the  Spanifh  War^  Men  may 
be  more  liable  to  be  impoled  upon  by  this  Suggeftion, 
becaufe  they  are  taught,  and  it  is  eafy  to  confound  the 
prefent  with  the  paft.  I  am  myfelf  as  ready  to  allow, 
as  any  Gentleman  in  this  Houfe,  that  in  the  Beginning 
of  that  War,  and  whatever  Reafons  there  might  be  for 
it,  none  have  yet  occurred  fatisfa6lory  to  me,  theSlow- 
nefs  and  Weaknefs  of  our  Preparations  bore  the  Face 
of  manifeft  criminal  Negle6t.  But  at  this  Time  the- 
Cafe  is  extremely  different ;  for  however  we  might 
have  wounded  Spain  in  the  IVeft-lndies^  in  the  Begin- 
ning of  the  War,  Experience  muft,  or  fHould  have 
taught  us,  that  Spain  is  now?  become  invulnerable  in 
thofe  Parts,  that  our  Attempts  againft  her  in  that  Cli- 
mate are  ruinous  to  our  Troops,  and  to  our  Fleets, 
and  more  deftru6tive  to  ourfelves  than  to  the  Enemy. 
Whereas,  on  the  other  Hand,  by  the  Meafures  we  have 
purfued  lately  with  regard  to  that  Power,  and  by  taking 
prudent  Hold  of  thofe  Opportunities  which  the  Rafhnels 
and  Ambition  of  the  Queen  of  Spain  has  afforded  us  in 
Europe^  it  muft  be  vifible  to  every  Man  who  is  not 
wilfully  blind,  that  we  have  put  her  to  incredible  Ex- 
pence  ;  that  we  have  diftrelfed  and  weakened  her  by  a 
prodigious  Lofs  of  Troops,  by  cutting  off,  in  a  great 
Degree,  the  Means  either  of  recruiting  or  withdrawing 
her  Italian  Armies,  by  the  Ruin  of  her  Credit  in  Europe., 
and  by  an  almoft  total  Interruption  of  her  Returns  of 
Treafure  from  America.  This  can  admit  of  no  Dif- 
pute,  and  I  may  defy  the  wifeft  Man  on  Earth  to  point 
out  any  Method,  by  which  we  can  gall  or  injure  that 
Power  by  any  other  effedual  Means,  or  at  leafl  by  any 
Means  lefs  injurious  an;d  expenfive  to  ourfelvcs,  or  more 
conducive  to  the  Support  of  that  general  Syftem,  which 
we  are  bound  in  Duty  to  our  Allies  and  to  ourfelvcs, 
by  Treaties,  and  by  Self-Intereil  and  Self-Prefervation, 
to  maintain.  '  ' 

'  The  Hon.  Gentleman  aflerted  in   the  next  Place, 
that  it  ii  unprofitable^  and  iwpra^iicable^  any  longer  to 
carry  on  the  IVar  in  Favour  of  the  ^ueen  of  Hungarv. 
N  4  'He 
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Anno  17.  *  He  fays  it  muft  be  unprofitable^  becaufe  we  have  al- 

Geo.  II.  1743,  ready  done  all  that  we  can  hope  to  do.  The  Jujirians 
have  recovered  their  Dominions,  the  French  are  ex- 
pelled, or  at  leaft  are  retired  out  of  the  Empire :  What 
more  can  you  defire  or  expect:  ? 

*  Sir.  however  plaufible  this  Reafoning  may  be,  it 
contains  a  notorious  Fallacy,  and  this  Fallacy  appears 
at  once,  by  attending  to  this  one  Obfervation,  that  the 
Gentlemen  on  the  other  Side,  when  they  talk  in  this 
Strain,  fpealc  only  of  the  Means ^  when  they  fhould  con- 
fider  the  £w^.  In  the  fame  Manner  I  obferve,  when 
it  fuits  the  Purpofe  of  their  Argument,  they  fpeak  of 
the  End,  when  the  Means  only  are  in  Queftion. — But 
in  this  Cafe,  the  fpeaking  of  the  Means,  and  confider- 
ing  the  Circumftances  and  Nature  of  this  War^  and  the 
Time  we  have  been  engaged  in  it,  we  have  done  much 
more  than  could  have  been  expelled  ;  yet  fpeaking  of 
the  End,  and  it  is  that  which  ought  to  guide  our  Coun- 
cils in  this  Debate,  we  cannot  juftly  fay  that  we  have 
done  any  Thing ;  for  in  Matters  of  War,  nothing  is 
done  till  the  End  is  compaffed,  that  i?,  till  Peace  is 
made,  or  at  leaft  is  in  our  Power  to  make,  upon  folid, 
fafe,  and  honourable  Terms.  Were  we  to  deftroy  all 
the  regular  Troops  of  France^  were  we  poflefled  of  half 
her  Provinces,  and  every  ftrong  Town  in  her  Domi- 
nions;  were  our  Armies  now  triumphant  in  her  Capi- 
tal itfelf ;  ftill  if  we  were  to  withdraw  and  to  difband  cur 
Forces,  to  give  her  Leifure  to  raife  new  Armies,  to  re- 
poflefs  herfelf  of  her  Provinces,  of  her  ftrong  Towns, 
and  of  her  Capital,  what  Man  is  fo  ftupid  as  not  to  fee, 
that  in  all  Propriety  we  might  be  faid  to  have  done  no-* 
thing  ?  This  will  be  the  very  Cafe,  if  we  now  recall 
our  Troops.  What  fhall  hinder  France  from  railing 
new  Armies,  from  forming  new  Alliances,  from  re- 
entering Germany  once  more  in  the  fame  hoftile  Man- 
ner, and  from  attaining  every  Point  of  her  deftru<Siive 
and  ambitiou^s  Views  ?  Unlefs,  therefore,  this  Gentle- 
man can  Ihew,  that  fuch  a  Peace  as  I  have  mentioned, 
(and  I  will  add,  a  Peace,  in  which  our  Differences  with 
Spain  like  wife  are  properly  adjufted)  is  now  in  the  Power 
of  our  Minifters  to  make  ;  nay  more,  that  fuch  a  Peace 
is  a6tuaIJv  made  ;  with  Sub miiTion,  I  humbly  apprehend, 

that 
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that  all  he  has  faid  upon  this  Head,  is  very  little  to-     Anno  17. 

I       rt  r  Geo.  II.  I741« 

the  Purpofe.  ... 

*  I  ftiall  now  fpeak  to  the  pretended  Impra^icahility 
of  the  War.  That  it  muft  be  very  burdenfome,  there  is 
no  Doubt,  for  if  the  greateft  State  in  Europe^  animated 
by  the  ProfptcSl  of  univerfal  Dominion,  enabled  by  the 
abfolute  Power  of  its  Government  to  draw  every  Shil- 
ling out  of  private  Pockets  rnto  the  public  Purfe,  and  af- 
fifted  by  the  perfonal  Service  of  all  its  People,  through 
the  national  Vanity,  and  martial  Habit  of  the  Country  ; 
if  fuch  a  State  will  prefs  the  Ruin  of  its  Neighbours, 
with  an  obllinate  Expence  of  all  its  Blood,  and  all  its 
Treafure,  no  Man  can  be  fo  weak  to  think  it  an  eafy 
Tafk  to  reduce,  or  even  to  refift  a  Power  which  fhall 
a6t  this  Part.  But  confider  not  fo  much  the  Difficulties 
you  muft  now  encounter  to  defend  yourfelves  in  this 
Conjundure,  as  the  certain  Impofiibility  of  your  being 
ever  able  to  do  it  again  in  any  other,  if  you  lofe  the  pre- 
fent  Opportunity. 

'  The  fuppofed  Impra£licability  of  the  War  is  founded 
upon  thefe  Reafons ;  that  we  are  a  ruined  and  exhaufted 
People,  that  we  have  no  Allies,  and  that  thei>«fr^  do 
not  affifl  us.  I  Ihali  take  the  Liberty  to  fay  a  Word  or 
two  to  every  one  of  thefe  Propofitions. 

'  Firft  then,  that  we  are  a  ruined  and  exhaujied  People,^ 
is  fa  far  fromi  being  true,  that  it  isamasing  any  Man  caa 
ferioufly  aflTert  it  in  Defiance  of  theTeftimony  of  all  our 
Senfes  :  When  at  this  very  Hour  we  raife  immenfe  Sums, 
with  great  Facility,  at  little  more  than  '^  per  Cent,  when 
notwithftanding  the  fafhionable  Cant  or  the  Times,  it 
is  indifputably  true,  that  our  Commerce  flourifhes  in 
the  higheft  Degree,  and  in  particular  the  Woollen  Ma- 
nufacture, the  Staple  of  this  Ifland.  That  this  is  the 
Cafe  of  that  Branch  of  Trade,  is  manifeft  from  the  Pa- 
pers relating  to  it,  now  in  the  Cuftody  of  your  Clerk, 
which  I  took  the  Liberty  myfelf  to  call  for  not  long 
fince  ;  for  it  appears  from  thence,  that  in  that  Article 
alone  we  have  exported  annually,  for  the  lafl:  three 
Years,  one-fourth  Part,  or  a  Million  more  at  leaft  in 
Value,  than  in  any  former  Period. — And  as  to  the  ge- 
neral Trade  of  this  Country,  the  Accounts  of  the  Sink- 
ing Fund,  now  lying  on  your  Table,  afford  a  moft  un-, 
erring  Rule  by  which  you  may  judge  of  that  j  for  this 

Fund 
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Ann©  17.       Fund  arifcs  fiom  the  Surpluffes  of  all  your  Duties,  ar<fi 
Gea.  ir.  1745.    ij-j  its  laft  Year's  Produce,  has  amounted  to  one  hundred 
and  twenty  thoufand  Pounds  more,  almoft,  than  it  ever 
did  in  any  Time  of  profound  Peace. 

'  As  to  the  next  Particular,  that  we  are  now  in  War 
without  Jilies :  When  Gentlemen  aiiert  this,  they  muft 
certainly  imagine  that  they  talk  to  Children,  or  at  leaft 
to  Men  who  have  lofi:  all  their  Underftanding.  Is  the 
Houfe  of  Aujlria  no  Ally  to  us,  becaufe  (lie  is  the  Prin- 
cipal in  this  Qjarrel  ?  Did  ever  any  Man  pretend  to 
fay  that  the  Emperor  was  no  Ally  to  England  m  the  laft 
War  ?  This  is  a  Quibble  about  Words,  which  cannot 
poiTibiy  bear  Debate.  Is  not  the  King  of  Sardinia  our 
Ally  ;  are  not  the  Dutch  our  Allies,  though  not  yet  en- 
tered in  the  fame  Proportion  of  Expence  ?  Sir,  I  will 
venture  to  go  farther  upon  this  Head  than  I  have  hi- 
therto heard  any  Man  do  upon  it :  I  will  undertake  to 
prove,  that  the  Confederacy  in  which  we  are  engaged 
againft  France^  as  it  Itands  at  this  Time,  is  even 
Wronger  than  that  in  the  late  War.  This  is  not  to  be 
denied,  if  it  appears  that  we  have  any  Thing  near  the 
fame  Number  of  Troops  that  we  then  had  j  fmce,  if  the 
Alliance  be  now  confined  to  fewer  Powers,  and  thofe 
fewer  Powers  have  nearly  the  fame  Forces,  it  is  a  cer- 
tain Argument  of  fuperior  Strength  ;  for  the  Weaknefs 
<]i\  all  Confederacies  lies  in  the  Number  of  the  contract- 
ing Parties.  The  utmoft  Degree  of  Strength  is  in  a 
Power  lodged  in  one  Nation ;  the  next  to  that  in  a 
Force  combined  of  two  only ;  and  the  farther  you  re- 
move from  the  Point  of  Unity  in  all  Engagements  of 
this  Sort,  your  Ability  is  diminifhed  marveloufly  by  it. 
The  Reafon  is  evident  from  the  Experience  of  all,  and 
particularly  of  the  laft  War  ;  and  it  proceeds  from  the 
'Variety  of  the  Views  and  Interefts,  from  the  Jcaloufies 
and  Differences,  which  CGnflantly  arife  at  all  Times, 
more  or  lefs,  in  combined  Armies,  and  confederated 
Nations. — Now,  Sir,  give  me  leave  to  obferve,  that 
the  Troops  of  the  Powers  engaged  on  our  Side,  amount 
at  this  Hbur  to  350,000 ;  the  Avjirians  are  230,000  ; 
the  Kin^  of  Sardinia^  exclufive  of  his  Militia,  main- 
tains near  50,0005  Great  Britain  has  at  leaft  the  fame 
Number  in  a6tual  Service  againft  the  Enemy,  befides 
what  file  maintainsTor  the  immediate  Defence  of  her 
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own  Dominions ;  and  the  Dutch  have  this  Year  rurnKhed     Anno  17. 
20,00Q^     I  defire  Gentlemen,    after  this,  to  refled^,  f '^**"  ^^- ^74^ 
whether,    notwithftanding  all   the  nominal  Allies  we 
then  had,  the  Troops  of  the  Confederates  in  the  laft 
War  ever  amounted  in  Fa6l   to  more   than  thefe  j  and 
whether  all  the  Troops  of  France  and  Spain^  that  can 
poffibly  be  employed  againft  us,  exceed  this  Number? 

*•  Thh  leads  me.  Sir,  to  the  next  Objeftion,  That  it 
is  impra^icable  to  carry  on  the  War  without  a  farther  Jf- 
fijlance  from  the  Dutch.  But  I  muft  take  Notice  of  one 
Thing  before  I  enter  into  this  very  popular,  though  very 
fuperficial  Argument.  If  Gentlemen  do  in  earneft  think 
it  abfolutely  neceflary,  and  if  they  do  in  earneft  wifh 
that  the  Dutch  fhould  join  us  with  all  their  Povj^er,  can 
any  Man  imagine,  that  the  Condud  of  thofe  Gentle- 
men who  make  you  thefe  Motions,  and  who  harangue 
from  Day  to  Day  againft  our  Support  of  the  Houfe  of 
Aujiria^  is  the  likely  Means  to  induce  them  to  it  ?  One 
great  Caufe  of  this  cold  and  cautious  Management  of 
the  States,  is  obvious  to  the  whole  World.  They 
cannot  yet  depend  upon  the  Stability  of  the  Meafures  of 
Great  Britain,  In  the  laft  War  they,  and  all  the  reft: 
of  the  Allies,  were  abandoned  vi^ickedly  by  this  Country, 
This  is  what  they  never  can  forget,  and  ftrange  it  would 
be,  if  they  ftiould  forget  it  at  this  Time,  when 
they  fee  fo  great  a  Number  in  this  Houfe,  at  this  Day, 
treading  in  the  very  fame  Steps,  and  a6ling  the  very 
Part  of  thofe  who  caufed  that  unhappy  and  diflionour- 
able  Illue  to  the  late  War.  Thefe  Gentlemen,  there- 
fore, have  at  leaft  no  Rfght  to  clamour  at  the  Dutch  for 
their  Condudl,  till  they  change  their  own  ;  nor  are  they 
juftined  to  oppofe  the  prefent  Meafures  of  this  Govern- 
ment,  on  Pretence  of  a  Y^t^^di  in  Power,  of  which  they 
are  fo  much  the  Caufe  themfelves. 

*  But  now,  Sir,  as  to  the  Point  itfelf. — Perhaps  what 
I  am  going  to  infmuate,  to  fome  may  appear  a  Kind  of 
Paradox,  in  which,  however,  I  am  fatisfied,  that  there 
is  at  leaft  fo  much  Reafon,  as  certainly  to  deferve  a  lit- 
tle Attention  ;  I  fay,  perhaps,  it  may  be  Matter  of 
Doubt,  whether  it  may  be  fo  much  our  Istereft  as  fome 
Gentlemen  imagine,  that  the  Dutch  fliould  engage 
much  farther  than  they  have  done.     I  think,  by  what 
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Anno  17.      I  have  already  obferved,  that  unlefs  fome  new  Event 
Geoai.jy^   fhould  happen,  our  Alliance  is  at  leaft  equal  to  that 
which  we  contend  againft.     If  fo,  let  us  confider  feri- 
aufly,  what  great  Advantage  would  accrue  to  us  from 
what  we  defire  of  the  Dutch,     This,  I   think,  might 
poflibly  be  found  the  Confequence  :  It  might  make  the 
War  mor€  general;  and,  confequently,  render  it  more 
difficult  to  bring  it  to  a  Period.     It  might  bring  the 
War  where  we  might  leaft  wifh  to  fee  it,  and  yet  put 
France  und^r  no  new  Difficulty.     The  contrary  Senti- 
ment prevails  fo  ftrongly  as   it   does,  chiefly  from  a 
Want  of  due  Regard  to  the  Service  which  the  Dutch 
now  do  us.     Sir,  they  now  affift  the  Queen  of  Hungary 
with  Money,  and  with  20,000  of  their  Troops.  Their 
Armies,  fincethis  War,  have  been  from  Time  to  Time 
augmented  by  above  30,000  Men.     They  have  refufed 
a  Neutrality  with  France ;  and   they  have  already,  in 
the  flrongeft  Terms,  acknowledged  this  War  to  be  a 
Cafus  Fesderis.     France  muft  therefore  look   upon  the 
Dutch,  whether  they   declare  more   openly  or  not,  to 
be,  in  Fac^-,  as  much  engaged   againft  her,  as  if  they 
inarched  their   whole  Army  to  invade   her   Country. 
The  Dutch  are  now  at  the  very  fame  Expence,  or  near 
it,  as  if  they  did  ;  and  by  the  Situation  of  their  Troops, 
may,  at  any  Time,  in  lefs  than  three  Weeks,  advance 
upon  the  Frontier  of  France,     France  is  therefore  very 
near  as  much   embarrafled  and  diftrefled  by  this  Con- 
dud,  as  if  they  declared  actual  War.     For  not  know- 
ing how  foon  they  may,  fhe  is  obliged  to  repair,  fupply, 
and  garrifon  her  Towns  in  Flanders^  at  a  vaft  Expence, 
and  to  maintain  an  equal  Body  of  Troops  on  that  Side, 
in  the  fame  State  of  Inactivity  with   thofe  of  Holland^ 
while  we  are  enabled,  by  this  Means,  to  zdi  offenfively 
in  any  other  Part,  with  the  fame  Proportion  of  Power, 
as  we  could  do  in  the  other  Cafe.     I  would  not  be  un- 
derftood  to  urge  this  Argument  fo  far,  as  to  be  thought 
to  mean,  that   the  Dutch  could   not  afford  us   ftill  a 
greater  Affiftance  than  they  do ;  but,  I  mean  to  infer 
thus  much  from  it,  and,  I  am  fure,  I  am  right  in  it^ 
that  the   Advantage  of  that  Affiftance  could   by   no 
Means  work  fo  great  a  Difference,  as  thefe  Gentlemen 
fuggeft.     This,  I  am  fatisfied,  will  certainly  appear,  if 
c\ti  the  Dutch  fhould  advance  confiderably  farther  in 
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this  Quarrel;  and  this  you  may  depend  upon,  that  for     Anno  17. 
the  very  fir  ft  Event,  it  virill   bring  the  War  inevitably  Geo.  ii.  1743. 
into  Flanders^  and  to  our  ovi^n   Door,  where  I  much  ^ 
doubt  whether   it  may  be  our  Intereft  that  the  War 
Ihould  come. 

*  Upon  the  Whole,  in  my  humble  Opinion,  fuch  is 
the  true  State  of  our  Affairs,  that  it  is  equally  abfurd 
to  fay,  that  we  are  now  in  no  Danger  from  the  Power 
of  France^  or  that  the  Power  of  France  is  fo  great,  that 
we  have  no  Means  pofTible  to  refift  it.  Both  thefe  Sen- 
timents, abfolutely  contradidory,  and  diametrically  op- 
pofite  as  they  plainly  appear  to  be,  are  ufed  alternately 
and  indifferently  by  the  Gentlemen  on  the  other  Side, 
in  Support  of  the  dangerous  Propofition  of  this  Day  to 
recall  and  to  difband  our  Forces.  1  have  no  Pleafure  in 
refleding  upon  Inconfiftencies,  and  they  have  been  top 
obvious  in  this,  and  many  other  of  our  Debates  of  late 
upon  this  Subjeft.  I  fhall  only  therefore  fay,  as  to  the 
State  of  our  Affairs,  that  the  Fad  is  this,  that,  fuch  is 
the  Power,  fuch  the  Ambition,  fuch  the  deftruftivc 
Plan  laid  down  by  France  to  divide  and  enflave  the 
World  ;  a  Plan  purfued  with  the  utmoft  Obftinacy 
through  every  Difficulty  for  above  a  Century  laft  paft, 
that,  without  the  ftrongeft  Efforts  of  Great  Britain^ 
we  and  all  our  Allies  muft  be  undone  ;  but  that  we  have 
ftill  Reafon  to  hope  that  the  Power  of  Great  Britain, 
added  to  that  of  her  Allies,  before  they  are  deftroyed^ 
may  defeat  thefe  mighty  Projects,  and  with  the  Bleffing 
of  God  upon  our  Arms,  convert  that  Ruin  (he  has  de- 
figned  for  others,  in  fome  Degree,  upon  her  own  Head. 
The  Attempt  undoubtedly  is  great,  hazardous,  and 
difficult ;  but  it  is  glorious,  it  is  juft  5  it  is  all,  I  think, 
that  in  our  prefent  Circumftances  we  have  left  to  do  j 
and  I  mufl  frankly  fpeak  my  Sentiments,  (though,  per- 
haps, very  many  on  both  Sides  the  Houfe,  ftruck  with 
the  Danger  and  the  Difficulty  of  the  Undertaking,  differ 
from  me,  becaufethey  know  not  how  to  face  fo  bold 
and  fad  a  Truth)  that  to  lay  down  our  Arms,  before 
we  have  done  even  more  than  to  obtain  a  Peace,  by 
putting  the  Affairs  of  Europe  once  again  upon  the  fame 
Footing  on  which  they  ftood,  when  France  firft  made 
this  perfidious  Attack  upon  the  Houfe  of  Aujiria^  will 
be  but  to  protra<^t  our  Fate,  to  give  France  Time  to  re- 
cover 


[    igs  ) 

Anno  17. '  .  cover  her  Lofi'eS)  and  enable  her  to  feize  fome  othef 
Geo.  II.  1743.  Conjundure,  when  it  may  be  utterly  impoffible  to  make 
Wi  np-v— ii»>/  Head  againft  her.  1  confider  this  as  our  only  Oppor- 
tunity ;  and  if  we  flight  that  Providence  which  has  fo 
critically  and  fo  remarkably  aflifted  us  to  make  this' 
Stand,  1  do  firmly  believe,  it  is  the  laft  that  will  be  ever 
offered  to  us  again.  I  could  fuggeft  very  many  Reafons, 
from  the  Circumftances  and  the  Interefts  of  the  different 
Powers  of  Europe,  in  Support  of  this  Opinion:  But  this 
would  carry  me  too  fan 

«  1  fhall  only  add  one  Word  more.  I  think  thofe 
Gentlemen,  who  almoft  at  any  T^ime,  in  this  Country, 
oppofe  the  Adminiftration  in  the  Profecution  of  a  War, 
a6l  with  greater  Zeal  than  Judgment.  For  though  I 
am  no  Minifter,  (and  I  have  feen  enough  of  the  fickle 
Humour  of  this  Nation,  neverto  defire  to  be  one;)  yet 
common  Senfe  has  taught  me  fo  much  of  the  Sentiments 
all  Minifters  muft  entertain  in  fuch  a  State  as  this,  as 
to  be  thoroughly  convinced,  and  it  is  confirmed  by  the 
Experience  of  all  our  Hiftory,  that  they  meet,  and  muft 
meet  with  fo  many  Difficulties  in  the  Profecution  of  vi- 
gorous Meafures,  that  your  Danger  is  entirely  on  the 
other  Hand :  Not  that  they  will  follow  any  War  too 
long,  but  that  they  will  clofe  too  eagerly  with  any  Offer 
of  Peace.  That  I  therefore  may  not  be  inftrumental  either 
in  compelling  the  Adminiflration  to  take  this  Step,  or 
in  urging  them  by  any  Diftrefs  to  fall  into  that  Weak- 
nefs,  which  they  are  naturally  expofed  to,  by  their 
Stations ;  and  farther,  that  I  may,  as  far  as  in  me  lies, 
deprive  them  of  all  Excufe  for  yielding  to  that  Infirmi- 
ty ;  for  thefe  Reafons,  and  1  am  confcious  of  no  other 
Motives,  I  have  concurred,  and  (ball  concur  with  them, 
not  only  in  this,  but  in  every  other  Vote  and  Meafure, 
that  may  tend  to  the  vigorous  fVofecution  of  this  juft 
and  neceffary  War.' 

Eftimate  of  the  yanuary  13.  Mr.  Baker,  Deputy- Secretary  at' War, 
Charge  of  Haao- prelgj^jg^j  to  the  Hoafe  Eltimate  of  the  Charge  of 
ver  rocps.  ^^^  Troops  of  Hanover,  in  the  Pay  of  Great  Britain, 
from  December  26,  1743,  to  December  25,  1744,  both 
inclufive:  Alfo  Eftimate  of  the  Charge  of  the  Hejfian 
Troops,  paid  by  Great  Britain,  from  December  26, 
1743,  10  December  25,  1744,  both  inclufive  j  and  they 
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were  ordered  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  for  the  Perufal  of    Anno  i/. 
the  Members.  Geo.  ii.  1743. 

Sir  "John  Philipps  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  according  to  ^—   "-w-   -^ 
order,  a  Bill  for  remedying  Tome  Defeats  in  the  A&.  43 
Eliz.  intituled,  An  A5i  for  the  Relief  of  the  Feor  ;  which 
was  read  the  firft  Time,  refolved  to  be   read  a  fecond 
Time,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

January  16.  Mr.  Francis  Fane  reported  from  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  the  following  Refolu- 
tion  of  the  faid  Committee,  That  the  Duties  on  Malt, 
Mum,  Cyder,  and  Perry,  be  further  continued  from 
Jwne  23,  1744,  to  June  24,  1745;  which  Refolution, 
after  being  read  a  fecond  Time,  was  agreed  to  by  the 
Houfe ;  and  a  Bill  was  ordered  to  be  brought  in,  pur- 
fuant  thereto. 

Three  Refolutions  were  then  agreed  to  by  the  Houfe,  Refoiutlons  iot 
viz.  That  his  Majefty  be  addreffed,  to  give  Direaions  ^^P"'*  ^''^ 
that  there  be  laid  before  the  Houfe,  i.  A  Copy  of  the 
Eftabliftiment  of  the  Troops  of  the  Landgrave  of  HeJ/e 
Cajfei,  in  the  Pay  of  Great  Britain,  including  the  Ge- 
neral Officers  and  Train  of  Artillery,  together  with 
their  Pay.  2.  An  Account  of  the  extraordinary  Pay,, 
or  Douceurs,  Forage,  and  Waggon-Money,  and  other 
Expences,  incurred  and  not  provided  for  by  Parliament,, 
for  the  Troops  of  Hanover  m  the  Pay  of  Great  Britain^ 
for  the  Year  1743.  3.  An  Account  of  the  extraordi- 
nary Pay,  or  Douceurs,  Forage,  and  Waggon-Money, 
and  other  Expences,  incurred  and  not  provided  for  by 
Parliament,  for  the  Troops  of  the  Landgrave  of  HsJ/e 
Cajfel^  in  the  Pay  of  Great  Britain^  for  the  Year  1743. 

The  Lord  Baltimore  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  purfu"-  Account  of  Shi> 
ant  to  their  Order,  An  Account  of  his  Majefty's  Ships  prefented. 
and  VefTels  now  in  Commiflion,  their  Complement  of 
Men,  with  an  Account  af  the  Numbers  borne  and 
muftered  in  each  Ship  and  Veflel,  from  the  laft  two 
Months  abftraft  preceding  Dec.  25,  1742,  for  thofe 
Ships  which  were  in  Commifiion  before  that  Time,  and 
for  thofe  which  have  been  commiflioned  fince,  from 
their  firft  Mufter,  after  they  were  put  in  Commiflion, 
to  this  Time,  with  the  Time  when,  and  Place  where, 
each  two  Months  Mufter  was  made  ;  and  alfo  the  Place, 
where  each  Ship  and  VefTel  now  is,  and  under  whofe 
Command.  The  faid  Account  was  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  Table,  to  be  perufed  by  the  Members. 

^  January 
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y^nuary  17.  The  Malt  Bill  was  prefented  to   the 
Houfe,  by  Mr.  Francis  Fane,  which  was  read  the  fir^ 
Malt  Bill  pre-  Time,  and  refolved  to  read  it  a  Tecond  Time, 
fented.  Ordered,    That  the  Commillioners  of  Excife  do  lay 

Exciie  Account  before  this  Houfe,  an  Account  of  what  Money  has 
been  annually  paid  into  the  Exchequer,  upon  the 
Duty  of  four  Shillings  per  Hoglhead  on  Cyder  and 
Perrv,  from  the  firft  laying  it  on,  by  the  firft  Buyer 
of  Cyder  and  Perry  for  his  own  Ufe  only,  and  riot 
being  a  Dealer  in,  and  Retailer  of,  fuch  Cyder  and 
Perry. 

January  18.  The  Malt  Bill  was  read  a  fecondTimC) 
and  committed, 

January  19.  Mr.  Francis  Fane  reported  to  the  Houfe 
the  following  Rcfulution  of  the  Committee  of  Supply, 
•viz.  That  the  Sum  of  393,773  /.  6r.  i  d.  be  granted  to 
his  Majefty,  for  defraying  the  Charge  of  5513  Horfe, 
and  10,755  Foot,  of  the  Troops  of  Hanover  (together 
with  the  General  Officers  and  the  Train  of  Artillery)  in 
the  Pay  of  Great  Britain,  from  December  26,  1743,  to 
December  2^'i  I744>  both  inclufive.  Which  Refolution 
being  read  a  fecond  Time,  and  a  Motion  being  made,  and 
the  Queftion  being  propofed,  that  the  Houfe  do  agree  with 
the  Committee  in  the  faid  Refolution,  a  Debate  arofe 
thereon.  The  Motion  was  made  by  Sir  William  Tonge, 
as  follows,  '  That  the  Sum  of  393,773/.  6s.  id.  be 
granted  to  his  Majefty,  for  defraying  the  Charge  of 
5513  Horfe,  and  10,755  Foot,  of  the  Troops  of //^w^'y^r, 
(together  with  the  General  OfHcers  and  the  Train  of 
Artillery)  in  the  Pay  of  Great  Britain,  from  the  26th 
Day  of  December,  1743,  to  the  25th  Day  of  December y 
1744,  both  inclufive.'  And  he  introduced  it  by  a  Speech 
to  this  Effect: 
'  Sir, 
^  Whether  the  Hanover  Troops  ought  to  be  conti- 
nued in  the  Pay  of  Great  Britain  for  the  enfuing 
Year,  is  a  Qiieftion,  whofe  Merits  have  already  been 
fully  canvafied  in  the  Houfe,  upon  the  famous  Motion 
made  foon  after  the  Beginning  of  this  Seflion,  for  ad- 
dreffing  his  Majefty  to  difmifs  them.  As  Gentlemen 
have,  I  muft  fuppofe,  the  fame  Sentiments  in  a  Com- 
mittee that  they  had  in  the  Houfe  ;  and  as  that  Quef- 
tion  was  carried  in  the  Negative  by  a  great  Majority,  I 
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muft  likewife  fupp6fe,  that  a  Majority  of  this  Commit-  Anno  i-. 
tee  are  for  continuing  them  in  Britijh  Pay  for  the  enfu-  ^^^^"^^^-^ 
ing  Year;  confequently,  I  think,  1  need  not  fay  much 
in  Recommendation  of  the  Motion  I  am  to  make,  which 
is  to  enable  his  Majefty  to  defray  that  Charge,  by  grant- 
ing fuch  a  Sum  for  that  Purpofe,  as  appears,  from  the 
Eftimate  referred  to  you,  to  be  necelTary. 

«  But  as  fome  Gentlemen  are  now  here,  who  were 
not  prefent  at  the  former  Debate;  and  as  fome  others 
may  have  forgot  what  was  then  urged  with  fo  much 
Succefs,  I  {hall  beg  Leave  to  recapitulate  fume  of  the 
chief  Arguments  for  fhewing  the  Neceffity  of  our  keep- 
ing thofe  Troops  in  our  Pay  for  the  enfuing  Year. 
With  Regard  to  the  warlike  Affairs  of  Europe^  Sir,  every 
one  knows,  that  there  are  at  prefent  two  d liferent  Wars 
carrying  on;  in  one  of  which  we  are  engaged  as  Princi- 
pals againft  Spain^  and  in  the  other  as  Auxiliaries  to  the 
Queen  of  Hungary^  againft  the  Emperor,  France^  and 
Spain,  In  the  former,  the  Point  we  have  in  View  is, 
to  have  the  Freedom  of  our  Navigation  in  the  Arnerkaji 
Seas  re-eftabliftied,  and  in  the  latter  the  Point  we  have 
in  View  is,  to  have  the  Balance  of  Power  in  Europe  re- 
eflablifhed  upon  fome  folid  Foundation.  Of  thefe  two 
Points,  the  firft  is  particular  to  ourfelves,  the  lad  we 
have  in  common  with  moft  of  the  other  Potentates  of 
Europe  \  but  what  fhould  make  the  laft  equally  dear 
to  us  is,  that  without  accompliftiing  the  laii,  we  can 
never  pretend  to  accomplifh  the  firft,  or  indeed,  to  pro- 
vide fufRciently  for  oar  own  Prefervation,  as  an  inde- 
pendent Nation. 

«  Whether  the  Balance  of  Povi^sr  can  be  fecurely  fet- 
tled upon  a  Confederacy,  is  a  Point,  Sir,  that  1  need 
not  enter  into  the  Difcuflion  of,  becaufe  it  has  always, 
and  upon  all  Sides,  been  acknowledged,  that  it  may  be 
more  fecurely  fettled  upon  the  fingle  Power  of  the  Houfe 
oi  Aujiria^  and  preferving,  as  near  aspofTible,  an  Equa- 
lity between  the  Power  of  that  Houfe,  and  the  Pov/er  of 
the  Houfe  of  Bourbon ;  therefore,  it  is  the  Interefl:  of 
this  Nation,  and  of  all  thofe  who  are  refolved  not  to  be 
made  dependent  upon  France^  to  prevent  the  Queen 
of  Hungary's  being  obliged  to  yield  up  any  Part  ol  the 
Dominions  (he  remains  polTeffecI  of,  either  to  the  Em- 
peror or  Spain,     Whether  the  prefent  bs  a  proper  Con- 

O  jundlurs 


[  202  ] 
Anno  IT.  jurnSure  for  procuring  her  an  Equivalent  from  France^ 
Ceo.  II  1745-  for  what  fhe  has  been  obliged  to  yield  to  Prujfta^  and 
*  others,  is  a  Queftion  which  I  (hall  not  pretend  to  de- 
termine ;  but  this  I  may  peremptorily  afTert,  that  it 
would  be  the  Intereft  of  this  Nation,  and  of  all  thofe 
who  are  concerned  for  the  Prefervation  of  a  Balance  of 
Power  in  Europe^  to  procure  her  that  Equivalent,  if  it 
were  poffible ;  and  fuppofing  that  the  prefent  is  not  a 
proper  Conjundture  for  that  Attempt,  yet  if  France 
will  continue  the  War,  till  flie  obtains  what  fhe  calls  a 
Satisfadlion  to  the  Emperor  for  his  Pretenfions  upon  the 
Aujirian  Succeffion,  or  a  Satisfaction  to  the  Court  of 
Spain^  for  their  Pretenfions  upon  the  Aujirian  Domini- 
ons in  Italy  :  I  fay,  \^  France  infifts  upon  this,- the  War 
rnuft  be  continued,  and  the  Fate  of  War  may  make  it 
proper  enough  for  us  to  engage  in  that  Attempt,  tho* 
it  may  not  appear  to  be  proper  for  us  at  prefent  ;  for, 
if  the  Arms  of  the  Queen  of  Hungary  2ind  her  Allies 
fhould  be  as  fuccefsful  for  two  Years  to  come,  as  they 
have  been  for  two  Years  paft,  the  procuring  her  fuch 
an  Equivalent  wou)d,  I  am  perfuaded,  become  not  only 
poffible,  but  to  all  human  Appearance  very  pradica- 
ble  ;  therefore,  it  would  then  become  reafonable  for  us 
to  engage  in  fuch  an  Enterprize. 

'  But,  Sir,  whatever  Grounds  there  may  be  for  fuch 
Hopes,  and  even  fuppofing  them  without  the  lealt 
Foundation,  yet  it  is  abfolutely  neceffary  for  us  to  con- 
tinue our  Endeavours  for  fupporting  the  Queen  of  Hun- 
gary, till  we  can  procure  her  fuch  a  Treaty  of  Peace,  m 
may  fecure  her  in  the  Poffeflion  of  all  her  prefent  Domi- 
nions, efpecially  in  Italy :  I  fay,  Sir,  efpecially  in  Italy  '^ 
becaufe  the  Security  of  her  Dominions  there,  and  the 
preventing  Spain  from  getting  any  Share  of  them,  more 
particularly  concerns  this  Nation  at  prefent,  than  any  of 
thofe  v;ho  are,  or  ought  to  be.  Allies  to  that  Princefs., 
We  are  now  engaged  as  Principals  in  a  War  with  Spain  : 
Would  it  not  be  inconfiftent  with  our  Honour,  to  al- 
low our  declared  Enemy  to  gain  any  Advantage  of  our 
moft  fincere  and  moft  ufeful  Friend  ?  Befides  its  being 
inconfiftent  with  our  Honour,  it  would  be  inconfiftent 
with  our  Intereft;  for  if  the  Spaniards  fhould  be  able, 
by  the  AfTiftance  of  France^  to  compel  th6  Queen  of 
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Hungary  and  King  of  Sardinia  to  fubmit  to  fuch  Terms      Anno  17. 
of  Peace  as  they  (hould  prefcribe,  how  would  it  be  pofli-  G*^o-  ^i-  i741' 
ble  for  us  to  compel  that  haughty  Nation  to  grant  us  a 
free  Navigation  in  the  American  Seas,    or  in  any  other 
Part  of  the  World  \ 

'  It  will  be  granted,  I  believe,  by  every  Gentleman 
that  hears  me,  that  it  would  be  ridiculous  in  us  to  think 
of  forcing  the  Court  of  Spain  to  fubmit  to  reafonable 
Terms  of  Peace  with  us,  by  making  an  Invafioa  upon 
Old  Spairiy  and  carrying  the  War  into  that  Country  ; 
and  Experience  has  taught  us  how  difficult  and  dan- 
gerous it  is  to  attempt  any  Expedition  by  Land  againft 
their  Territories  in  America.  Therefore,  if  the  Court 
of  Spain^  by  the  AfTiftance  of  France,  (hould  accomplifh 
their  Aim  in  Italy^  it  would  be  impoflible  for  us  ever  to 
obtain  any  equitable  Terms  of  Peace  from  that  Court. 
The  War  between  us  could  be  carried  on  no  where  but 
by  Sea  ;  and  though  we  might  now  and  then  intercept  a 
Galleon  or  Regifter- Ship,  yet  they  would  generally,  by 
Means  of  their  Privateers,  navigated  by  French  as  well 
as  Spaniards,  be  able  to  balance  Accounts  with  us  once 
a  Year  ;  and  the  Interruption  our  Commerce  muft 
thereby  meet  with,  would  at  laft  entirely  ruin  the  Trade 
of  this  Nation,  and  eftablifh  that  of  our  Rivals  the 
French  j  fo  that  in  the  main  we  are  fuch  Sufferers  by 
the  Continuance  of  the  War,  that  inftead  of  prefcribing, 
as  we  may  do  by  a  fuccefsful  Support  of  the  Queen  of 
Hungary,  we  (hould  at  laft  be  obliged  to  receive  Terms 
from  the  Court  of  Spain,  and  ihquld  be  forced  to  give 
up  not  only  the  Freedom  of  our  Navigation,  but  per- 
haps fome  of  the  moft  valuable  of  our  Settlements  in 
the  Wejt' Indies. 

*  Every  Gentleman  muft  from  thence  fee.  Sir,  that 
we  are  bound  to  fupport  the  Queen  of  Hungary  with  all 
our  Strengih,  and  in  the  beft  Manner  we  can,  not  only 
upon  the  general  Account,  and  for  the  Sake  of  pre- 
ferving  a  Balance  of  Power  in  Europe.,  but  alfo  upon  our 
own  particular  Account,  and  for  the  Sake  of  preventing 
our  being  obliged  to  fubmit  to  fuch  Terms  of  Peace 
as  the  Court  of  Spain  (hall  pleafe  to  prefcribe.  Upon 
both  thefe  Accounts  we  are  bound,  I  fay,  to  fupport  the 
Queen  of  Hungary  in  the  beft  Method  we  can  ;  and  as 
the  Method  we  have  purfued  has  hitherto  beea  attended 
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Anno  17.  with  great  Succefs,  I  hope  no  Gentleman  will  be  for 
Geo.  II.  1745.  altering  it.  The  Method  I  mean,  Sir,  is  to  fupport 
her  with  our  Navy  wherever  it  can  be  made  ufeful,  to 
grant  her  fuch  a  Sum  of  Money  yearly  as  we  can  con- 
veniently fpare,  and  to  keep  as  numerous  an  Army  as 
we  can  form,  either  in  Flanders  or  upon  the  Rhine^  in 
order  to  give  a  Diverfion  to  the  French  Arms,  and  to 
prevent  their  being  able  to  fend  fuch  Reinforcements  to 
the  Emperor  in  Germany^  as  might  enable  him  to  com- 
pel the  Queen  of  Hungary  to  fubmit  to  his  Terms  ;  or 
fuch  Reinforcements  to  the  Spaniards  in  Savoy  as  might 
enable  them  to  compel  the  King  of  Sardinia  to  grant 
them  a  free  PafTage  through  his  Territories  into  Italy, 

'  That  sur  Land  Army  has  hitherto  produced  both 
thefe  good  Effects,  I  think  is  evident  from  the  prefent 
Pofture  of  Affairs  in  Europe ;  and  that  our  fending 
Troops  to  Flanders^  and  forming  an  Army  there,  has 
been  the  chief  Caufe  of  thefe  Effedts,  has  been  confeffed 
by  the  French  Minifters  themfelves,  if  we  can  believe 
to  be  genuine  what  has  been  publifhed  in  our  common 
News- Papers,  I  mean  the  Memorial  delivered  by  the 
French  Miniflers  to  the  Prince  of  Campo  Florida^  the 
Spaniflj  Minifter  at  Paris ^  in  Anfwer  to  one  he  had 
delivered  to  that  Court  in  Auguji  1742,  wherein  he  in- 
fifted  upon  their  fending  the  promifed  Succours  to  the 
Spaniards  in  Savoy ;  for  in  that  Anfwer,  the  French 
Court  plainly  and  exprefsly  acknowledge  their  Inability 
to  do  fo,  and  afcribe  that  Inability  to  our  fending  over 
fuch  Numbers  of  Troops  to  Flanders^  which  obliged 
them  to  keep  fuch  a  great  Part  of  their  Army  within 
the  Kingdom,  that  they  were  not  able  to  fend  fufficient 
Supplies  to  Germany^  or  any  Succours  to  the  Spaniards 
in  Savoy. 

*  From  this  Anfwer  of  the  Court  of  France^  which  I 
have  good  Reafon  to  believe  to  be  genuine,  it  is  evi- 
dent, I  think.  Sir,  that  our  Land  Army  upon  the  Con- 
tinent  has  already  been  of  great  Service  to  the  Common 
Caufe,  and  confequently  that  it  may  flill  be  of  the  fame 
Service ;  therefore  it  ought  certainly  to  be  continued 
without  any  Diminution,  which  cannot  be  done,  unlefs 
we  keep  the  Hanoverians  m  our  Pay ;  for  if  they  fhould 
be  difmified,  we  cannot  replace  them  by  hiring  an  equal 
Number  of  foreign  Troops  from  any  Potentate  in  Europe^ 
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becaufe  fuch  of  them  as  are  not  engaged  againll  us,  are  Co     Anno  17. 
much  afraid  of  feme  Attack  upon  their  own  I'erritories,  Geo*  "•1743. 
that  they  will  not  part  with  any  of  their  Troops.  v-^-v*-"*-^ 

'  Befides,  Sir,  if  we  could  have  anequal  Number  of 
Troops  from  any  other  foreign  Prince  or  State,  the 
Concluding  of  a  Treaty  for  that  Purpofe,  would  require 
(o  much  Time,  that  they  could  not  march  from  their 
own  Country  Time  enough  to  join  our  Army  the  Be- 
ginning of  next  Campaign  ;  and  therefore,  if  we  are  re- 
solved to  exert  ourfelves  in  the  moft:  proper  Manner  for 
the  Support  of  the  Queen  of  Hungary  ;  li  we  are  refolved 
to  prevent  its  being  in  the  Power  of  Spain  to  prefcribe 
Terms  of  Peace  to  us ;  if  we  have  a  Mind  to  prefervethe 
Freedom  of  our  Navigation,  and  our  moft  valuable  Set- 
tlements in  the  Wejihidies^  if  we  havea  Mind  topreferve 
a  Balance  of  Power  in  Europe^  and  thereby  prevent  this 
Nation,  as  well  as  the  reft  of  Europe^  from  being  brought 
under  a  (lavifh  Dependency  w\^Q)wFrance :  I  fay,  if  all 
thefe,  or  any  one  of  thefe,  be  our  fixed  Refoiution,  it 
is,  in  my  Opinion,  abfolutely  necefTary  for  us  to  con- 
tinue the  Hanoverian  Troops  in  our  Pay  during  the  en- 
fuing  Year  j  and  as  I  cannot  doubt  of  this  Houfe's 
being  unalterai)ly  determined  as  to  every  one  of  thefe 
Points,  I  fhall  add  no  more,  but  conclude  with  moving. 
That  it  is  the  Opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  the  Sum 
of,  ^c,  (as  before.)' 

Sir  John  Si.  Auhyn  replied  In  Subftance  as  follows : 
*  Sir, 

*  1  was  prefent  at  the  former  Debate  upon  this  Sub-  Sir  John  S^  Au* 
je£l,  and  I  not  only  remember  the  Arguments  made  ^y"« 
Vik  of  in  Favour  of  that  Motion,  but  alfo  the  Argu- 
ments made  Ufe  of  againft  it ;  therefore,  1  am  furprifed    . 
to  hear  the  Hon.  Gentleman  talk  with  fuch  Affurance 
of  his  Expectations,  that  this   Committee  will  approve 
of  the  Motion  he  now  makes,  becaufe  the  Motion  then 
made  was  reje6led  by  a  Majority  of  the  Houfe,  which  ' 
he  called  a  great  Majority,  though  I  cannot  join  with 
him  in  that  Opinion,  no  more  than  I  can  do  in  many 
others ;  for  in  fuch  a  full  Houfe  I  do  not  think  that  a 
Majority  of  fifty  ought  to  be  called  a  great  Majority. 

'  1  fhall  admit.  Sir,  that  the  Neceflity  of  keeping  the  " 
Hanoverians  in  our  Pay  was  at  that  Time  ftrenuoufly 
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Anno  1^.  debated  ;  for  when  Gentlemen  defired  the  Houfe  to 
Geo.  II.  17:3.  agree  to  an  Addrefs  of  Advice  to  his  Majefty,  it  was  in- 
cumbent upon  them  to  (hew  that  the  Advice  was  right ; 
apd  confequently  they  were  obliged  to  fhew,  that  it 
was  far  from  being  neceflary  for  us  to  keep  the  Hamve- 
rians  Siny  longer  in  Britijh  Pay,  which  theydid  to  my 
full  Gonvidion  ;  but  this  was  not  the  only  Point  upon 
which  the  Debate  turned  at  that  Time.  Every  Gen- 
tleman who  was  prefent  muft  remember,  that  almoft 
every  one  of  the  Gentlemen  who  fpoke  againft  that 
Motion  infifled  upon  it,  that  the  Addrefs  propofed 
would  be  a  diredl  Attack  upon  one  of  the  chief  Prero- 
gatives of  the  Crown  5  and  therefore  feveral  Gentlemen 
declared  againft  agreeing  to  the  Addrefs,  though  at  the 
fame  Time  they  were  fo  free  as  to  declare,  that  they 
were  far  from  being  determined  as  to  the  Neceflity  of 
our  continuing  the  Hanoverians  any  longer  in  Britifl) 
Pay  ;  for  which  Reafon  they  exprefsly  referved  to  them- 
felves  the  Liberty  of  oppohng  it,  when  the  Queftion 
came  properly  before  them  in  the  Committee  of  Sup- 
ply, This,  I  fay.  Sir,  was  declared  to  be  the  Way  of 
thinking,  as  to  fome  of  thofe  who  fpoke  as  well  as  voted 
againft  the  Addrefs  then  propofed  ;  and  from  thence  it 
is  to  be  fuppofed,  that  many  of  thofe,  who  did  not  fpeak 
but  vored  againft  that  Addrefs,  were  of  the  fame  Way 
of  thinking;  confequently  from  what  happened  at  that 
Time,  the  Hon.  Gentleman  has  no  Reafon  to  be  fo  fan- 
guine  in  his  Expectations  as  to  the  Motion  he  has  now 
made  to  us. 

'  The  Neceflity  of  our  keeping  the  Hanoverian 
Troops  in  Britijh  Pay,  and  the  Service  they  may  be  of 
to  the  Common  Caufe,  muft  now  again,  Sir,  come  un- 
der ourConlideration  j  and  as  the  Hon.  Gentlemen,  by 
Way  of  Introduction  to  his  Motion,  was  pleafed  to  re- 
peat fome  of  the  Arguments  that  had  been  before  made 
ufe  of,  for  fhewing  the  Ufefulnefs  of  thofe  Troops,  and 
the  Neceflity  we  are  under  to  maintain  them,  I  fhall 
beg  Leave  to  repeat,  by  Way  of  Anfwer,  fome  of  the 
Arguments  that  were  before  made  Ufe  of  ^' for  (hewing 
the  Contrary.  Whether  the  Balance  of  Power  in  Eu- 
rope may  be  moft  fecurely  fettled  upon  a  Confederacy, 
or  upon  the  ftngle  Power  of  the  Houfe  of  Aujiria^  is  not 
the  Qi,ieftion  now  before  us  ;  becaufe  if  that  Houfe 
had  fetained  not  piilj^  a}l  the  Dominions  the  late  Em- 
peror 
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peror  died  pofTefled  of,  but  alfo  the  Imperial  Dignity,  it  Anno  17. 
could  not  have  been  by  itfelf  alone  an  equal  Match  for  ^^o.  11.  1743, 
the  Houfe  of  Bourbon  ;  and  confequently,  even  in  that 
Cafe,  a  Confederacy  would  have  been  neceflary  for  the 
Prefervation  of  the  Balance  of  Power.  Therefore, 
with  Refpedto  the  Balance  of  Power,  thebnlyQueftion 
that  can  come  before  us  now  is.  How  the  Balance  would 
ftand,  upon  the  Suppofition  of  the  Queen  of  Hungary's 
being  eftablifhed  in  the  Pofieffion  of  all  the  hereditary- 
Countries  fhe  ftill  retains,  and  the  Emperor  reftored  to  the 
PofTeiTionof  all  the  Countries  that  hereditarily  belong  to 
him  ;  this  is  the  Queftion,  Sir ;  and  upon  this  Qi.ieftion, 
it  is  my  fincere  Opinion,  that  the  Balance  of  Power  would 
be  in  no  Danger.  The  Houfe  of  Auftria  would  ftill  re- 
main in  Poffeffion  of  Dominions  more  extenfive  and 
powerful  than  what  belonged  to  it  in  1702,  when  that 
Confederacy  was  formed  which  ftript  the  Vivk^^oS.  Bavaria 
of  every  Thing  that  belonged  to  him,  and  brought  the 
Houfe  of  ^^Kr^^«  to  the  utmoft  Degree  of  Diftrefs.  The 
Imperial  Dignity,  when  accompanied  with  a  prevailing 
Influence  upon  t4*e  Diet  of  the  Empire,  is,  I  grant,  of  great 
Confequence  ;  but  this  we  cannot  fuppofe  that  the  pre- 
fent  Emperor  will  ever  attain  to  ;  and  if  he  fhould,  we 
cannot  fuppofe  he  would  make  Ufe  of  it  for  rendering 
fuccefsful  any  of  the  ambitious  Views  of  France ;  for 
if  he  did,  he  would  foon  lofe  his  Influence  ;  and,  not- 
withftanding  his  being  Emperor,  might  become  a  Sa- 
crifice to  his  own  Folly.  Therefore,  while  France  en- 
tertains the  fame  moderate  Views  it  feems  to  have  at 
prefent,  the  Balance  of  Power  can  be  in  no  Danger  ; 
and  if  ever  that  ambitious  Spirit  ftiould  begin  to  prevail 
at  the  Court  of  France^  which  prevailed  in  the  Reign  of 
Lewis  the  XlVth,  it  would,  upon  the  Suppofition  I  have 
made,  be  as  eafy  to  form  a  fufficient  Confederacy  againft 
it,  as  it  was  in  the  Year  17025  and  I  mufl  obferve, 
that  the  Confederacy  then  formed  might  in  a  very  few 
Years  have  fecured  the  Balance  of  Power,  and  put  an 
End  to  that  expenfive  War,  if  we  had  not  afterwards 
formed  the  romantic  Projed  of  giving  a  new  King  to 
the  Spaniards  whether  they  would  or  no. 

'  Now,  Sir,  if  the  Balance  of  Power  could  have  been 
fecured,  by  eftabliftiing  the  Queen  of  Hungary  in  the 
Pofleflion  of  thofe  hereditary  Dominions  {he  is  flill 
Mift/efs  of,  and  reftoring  the  Emperor  to  his  own  he- 

O  4  reditary 


[  208  ] 
Anno  17.  reditary  Dominions  ;  and  if  France  and  the  Emperor 
Geo.  n.  1745.  were  willing,  in  the  Summer  1742,  to  agree  to  thefe 
Terms,  as  the  Preliminaries  towards  a  general  Peace,  I 
fhould  be  glad  to  know,  what  we  have  been  fmce  fightt 
ing  for,  (or  I  fhould  rather  fay,  fpending  our  Money  5 
for  of  fighting  we  have  had  very  little,  and  fhould  haye 
had  none  at  all,  if  we  had  not  been  attacked  :)  For  no- 
thing, Sir,  fo  far  as  I  can  comprehend,  but  either  to  get 
forne  Biftiopric  added  to  Hanover^  or  to  furnifh  our  Mini- 
flers  with  a  Pretence  for  taking,  and  keeping,  16, 000. 
Hanoverian  Troops  in  Britijh  Pay.  That  both  France 
and  the  Emperor  were  then  willing  to  agree  to  thefe 
Terms,  we  had  often  repeated  in  our  public  Gazettes ; 
and  from  a  Declaration  delivered  by  the  Court  of  France y 
in  September  1 742,  to  the  Marquis  de  Stainvtlie,  the 
Great  Dukes  Minifter  at  P<?nV,  which  was  publifhed  in 
our  News-Papers,  we  may  be  convinced  of  it ;  for  in 
that  Declaration,  the  French  Court  offer  to  reftore  Bo- 
hemia entire  to  the  Queen  of  Hungary^  and  to  recall 
M.  Maillebois,  on  the  fingle  Condition,  that  the  Queen 
fhould  reftore  B<sivaria  to  the  Emperor,  and  evacuate 
PaJ/au.  Nay,  farther,  it  appears  from  that  Declaration, 
that  the  Court  of  Vicrina  were  once  willing  to  accept  of 
thefe  Terms, .  but,  as  was  hinted  in  fome  other  News- 
Papers,  were  diverted  from  it  by  the  Sollicitations  and 
high  Promifes  of  a  certain  Court,  meaning  that  of 
Great  Britain,  I  beg  Pardon,  Sir,  for  arguing  from 
common  News-Papers,  but  as  our  Minifters  will  not 
furnifh  us  vi^ith  any  other  Lights,  I  muff:  argue,  and  muf^ 
judge  from  fuch  as  I  have. 

'  I  know.  Sir,  it  will  be  faid,  that  nothing  was  of- 
fered with  Regard  to  Italy ;  but  I  mufl  obferve,  that 
thefe  were  offered  as  Preliminaries  only  to  a  general 
Peace.  The  French  Court,  in  the  Declaration  I  have 
mentioued,  faid,  they  could  anfv/er  for  it,  that  the  Em- 
peror would  agree  to  what  they  propofed  ;  but  very  pro- 
bably they  could  not  anfwer  for  the  Court  of  Spain  y 
and  therefore  they'  were  fo  fair,  as  not  to  offer  any 
ITiing  with  Regard  to  Italy  ;  though,  I  am  convinced, 
that  if  thefe  Terms  had  been  accepted,  and  the  Tran- 
quillity of  Germany  thereby  reffored,  the  French  Court 
would  not  have  been  fuch  Fools,  as  to  join  with  the 
Court  of  Spain  in  carrying  on  a  V/ar  in  Italy  j  and 
y/ithout  the  AiTiflance  of  France^  the  Spaniards  might 
'"     ■  ■     ■  in 
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in  one  Campaign  have  been  drove  out  of  Italy  and  Sa-  ^^^^o  x^ 
voy,  by  the  King  of  Sardinia  and  the  Queen  of  Hungary^  ^  eo.  -^/^t^^- 
without  any  Afliftance  from  this  Nation,  or  from  any 
other  Powder  in  Europe.  But  fqppofe  the  French  Court 
had  refolved  to  ^ive  Spain  their  utmoft  Afliftance  againft 
the  Queen  of  Hungary  and  King  of  Sardinia,  if  the 
former  had  been  fecured  upon  the  Side  of  Germany^ 
bv  a  Treaty  w^ith  the  Emperor,  and  upon  the  Side  of 
Flanders,  by  the  Dutch  Neutrality  ;  fhe,  and  the  King 
oi  Sardinia,  vi^ith  the  AfTiftance  of  fuch  Subfidies  as  wc 
plight  eafily  have  fpared,  if  v^^e  had  not  taken  it  into  our 
Heads  to  form  a  Land  Army ;  I  fay,  the  Q^ieen  of  Hun- 
gary, and  King  of  Sardinia  might,  in  this  Cafe,  have 
brought  at  leaft  150,000  Men  into  Piedmont,  more  than 
they  have  there  at  prefent ;  and  fuch  a  Number  of  good 
Troops  properly  difpofed  of  in  that  Country,  where 
there  are  fo  many  difficult  Paffes,  would  have  made  it 
impoflible  for  an  Army  of  500,000  Men  to  force  their 
Way  into  Italy  ;  and  fuppofe  they  had,  they  could  not 
have  fubfifted,  after  they  had  got  thither  5  for  it  would 
have  been  impoflible  tofupply  them  by  Land  with  Pro- 
vifions,  efpecially  for  their  Horfes ;  and  it  would  have 
been  ftill  more  impoflible  to  fupply  them  by  Sea,  had 
we  made  the  Queen  of  Hungary  Miftrefs  of  the  Medi- 
terranean, by  Means  of  our  Navy. 

'  From  thefe  Confiderations  it  is  evident.  Sir,  that 
the  Re-eftabliiliment,  or  Security  of  the  Balance  of 
Power,  was  not  the  true  Caufe  of  our  inftigating  ,the 
Court  of  Vienna  to  refufe  the  Terms  offered  by  the 
French  in  the  Summer  1742,  which,  as  I  have  Reafon 
to  believe,  were  again  offered  lafl:  Summer,  and  offered 
with  very  material  Additions.  What  then  was  the 
Caufe?  Had  We  then  formed  a  Scheme  for  enabling 
the  Queen  of  Hungary  to  make  Conquers  upon  France? 
If  we  had,  it  was  a  very  ridiculous  one.  We  could 
not  hope,  that  even  the  Fate  of  War  could  render  it 
reafonable.  The  Fate  of  War  may  ruin  this  Nation, 
as  well  as  the  Houfe  of  Aujiria  ;  but  in  the  prtfent  Cir- 
cumftances  of  Europe,  we  cannot  hope,  that  even  the 
Fate  of  War  can  render  fuch  a  Scheme  fuccefsful ;  for 
if  the  Fate  of  War  ftiould  declare  very  much  in  our 
Favour,  it  would  only  produce  a  new  Confederacy 
^snongft  the  Princes  of  Germany^  whofe  Jealoufy  of  the 
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Anno  f.       Houfe  of  Aujlrla  would  make  them  join  v/ith  France 
Geo.  II.  1-43.    aj-j(j  Spainy  for  pulling  down,  or,  at  leaft,  for  preventing 
any  Increafeot  Power  in  the  Houfc  o{  Ai^Jiria. 

'  The  enabling  the  Quqen  of  Hungary  to  make  Con- 
quefts  upo^i  France^  could  not  ti)erefore  be  the  tiue 
Reafon,  why  our  Miniflers  perfuaded  her  toreje6l  the 
Offers  made  by  France^  in  the  Year  1742.  They  could 
have  no  Reafon,  but  that  of  furniftiing  themfehes  with 
a  Pretence  for  taking  the  Hanoverian  Troops  into  Bri- 
iifoVsij.  Perhaps,  the  Succefs  of  the  Queen  of  Hun- 
gary's Arms  has  fince  given  them  Hop'-s  of  being  able 
to  procure  fome  other  Advantages  for  the  Electorate  of 
Hanover  ;  but,  i  can  fee  no  Reafon,  v/hy  this  Nation 
fhould  be  at  any  Expence,  or  run  any  Rifk,  upon  that 
Account;  and  1  am  fure,  no  real  P'riend  to  our  prefent 
Royal  Family   will  advife  it. 

'  I  muft  confcfs.  Sir,  the  Hon.  Gentleman  has  found 
out  a  very  new,  and  a  moft  ingenious  Reafon,  for  our 
encouraging  the  Queen  of  Hungary  to  continue  the 
War:  He  fiiys,  we  have  no  other  Way  for  compelling 
the  Spaniards  to  come  to  any  reafonable  Terms  of  Peace 
with  us.  I  am  glad  to  find,  Sir,  that  the  Hon.  Gen- 
tleman and  his  Friends  have  not  entirely  forgot  our  being 
at  War  with  $pain  ;  but  I  fhould  likewife  be  glad  to 
know,  how  we  can,  by  this  Means,  bring  Spain  to 
agree  to  reafonable  Terms  of  Peace  with  us?  We  may, 
by  promifing  the  Qiieen  of  Hungary  more  than  we  are 
able  to  perform,  encourage  her  to  continue  the  War ; 
but,  I  believe,  our  Minifters,  with  all  their  Rhetoric, 
will  hardly  be  able  to  perfuade  her  to  give  up  any  Part 
of  her  Italian  Dominions  to  Don  Philip ,  upon  Condi- 
tion of  ^/j^/w's  coming  to  reafonable  Terms  of  Peace 
with  us  ;  and  I  can  fee  no  other  Way  of  inducing  iS^^j/w, 
by  her  Means,  to  come  to  any  Peace  with  us,  unlefs  we 
fhould  prevail  with  her  to  attack  Do7i  Carlos^  in  order 
to  drive  him  out  of  his  new  Kingdom,  which  would 
probably  bring  new  Enemies  upon  her  Back  as  well  as 
ours,  and  might  induce  the  King  of  Sardinia  to  declare 
againft  her.  But  fuppofe  {he  fhould  fucceed  :  If  (he 
had  once  got  Pofieffion  of  the  Two  Sicilies^  can  we  fup- 
pofe Ihe  would  yield  them  up  again,  on  the  fmgle  Con- 
dition of  Spain's  agreeing  to  reafonable  Terms  of  Peace 
with  us?  Sfeippofe  then  the  Spaniards  were  drove -quite 
4  out 
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out  of  Italy^  could  we  then,  by  the  Queen  of  HungmY^  Anno  17. 
Means,  compel  them  to  fubmit  to  reafonable  Terms  ^^""'^^^ 
with  us ;  or  in  order  to  induce  them  to  it,  muft  we 
change  Sides,  and  declare  againft  the  Queen  of  Hungary  f 
For  unlefs  we  {hould  do  fo,  they  might  for  ever  con- 
tinue the  War  againft  this  Nation,  if  v^hat  the  Hon. 
Gentleman  fays  be  true,  that  we  have  no  other  Way 
of  compelling  "them  :  But  thank  God,  Sir,  we  have  fe- 
veral  other  Ways.  I  fhali  not  fay  that  we  ought  to 
think  of  making  any /Conquers  in  Old  Spain  ;  but  we 
might  make  fuch  frequent,  and  fuch  formidable  Incur- 
fions,  and  fo  harrafs  both  the  People  and  Armies  of 
Spain^  that  that  Court  would  foon  find  themfelves 
obliged,  by  the  Clamours  of  their  own  People,  to  fub- 
mit to  reafonable  Te:ms  of  Peace  with  us,;  and  I  muft 
here  obferve,  that  by  employing  our  Troops  in  this 
Manner,  we  (hould  have  done  much  more  Service  both 
to  the  Queen  of  Hungary  and  ourfelves,  than  by  fending 
them  to  Flanders  \  but  then  our  Minifters  could  have  had 
no  Pretence  for  taking  Hanoverian  Troops  into  Britijh 
Pay,  which  was  what  they  regarded  more  than  thq 
Service  either  of  the  Queen  of  Hungary  or  their  native 
Country. 

'  The  Hon.  Gentleman  fays,  we  know  by  Experi- 
ence how  difficult  and  dangerous  it  is  to  make  any  At- 
tempt againft  the  Spanijh  Settlements  in  America.  Sir, 
are  we  to  form  any  Judgment  from  our  late  ridiculous 
and  ill-concerted  Expedition?  An  Expedition,  which 
was  provided  neither  with  Troops,  Provifions,  Artil- 
lery, nor  Officers  that  were  proper  for  the  Purpofe  : 
An  Expedition,  that  was  fent  to  a  Place,  where,  of  all 
others,  our  Men  were  in  the  greateft  Danger  from  the 
Climate  ;  in  fnort,  an  Expedition  that,  I  believe,  was 
defigned,  by  thofe  that  fent  it  out,  to  mifcarry.  Sir, 
inftead  of  forming  a  Judgment  from  that  Expedition, 
I  am  convinced,  that  by  an  Expedition  wifely  concerted, 
properly  provided,  and  dired:cd  to  pioper  Places  in  the 
Spanijh  Weji- Indies,  we  may  at  any  Time  force  the 
Court  of  Spain  to  fubmit  to  reafonable  Terms  of  Peace.. 
And  as  to  the  future  Profecution  of  the  War  at  Sea,  we 
are  not  to  judge  of  it  from  our  late  Condu6^;  for  when  our 
Minifters  fay,  it  is  the  Merchants  War,  and  therefore  they . 
OMght  to  fuft'er  by  it,  we  cannot  wonder  at  the  great 
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Anno  17,      Succefs  the  <Sp^«/}^  Privateers  have  met  with  5  nor  c^ri 
Geo.    II.  '74-3.  ^.g  ;;vonder    at  the  Spaniards  having  got  fo  many  Rev 
gifter  Ships   home  ;  when   it  has  from  many  Infiances 
appeared,   that  our   Minifters  had  no  Intelligence  as  to 
their  Squadrons,  and  much  lefs  as  to  thtir  RegifterShips^ 

'  I  hope,  Sir,  I  have  now  fully  fhevi^n,  that  we  can 
have  no  Englifo  Reafon  for  continuing  the  War,  or  for 
advifmg  the  Queen  of  Himgary  to  continue  the  War, 
and  if  we  have  no  Englifo  Reaibn  for  continuing  theV/ar, 
furely  we  can  have  no  Reafon  for  continuing  to  give 
Englljh  Money  for  Hanover  Troops.  But  it  may  be 
faid,  that  thofe  Troops  muft  be  continued  in  our  Pay 
till  Peace  be  a£lually  concluded.  Sir,  I  have  two  Rea- 
fons,  which  1  think  pretty  fubfrantial,  even  againft  this. 
The  one  is,  that  our  Minilters  will  never,  I  believe, 
confent  to  the  Queen  of  Hungary's  accepting  of  any 
Terms  of  Peace,  as  long  as  they  are  allowed  to  keep 
Hanover  Troops  in  Britijh  Pay  ;  and  the  other  is,  that 
I  am  fully  convinced,  that  our  Land  Army,  more  efpe- 
crally  thefe  Troops,  have  never  been,  nor  can  be,  of 
any  Service  to  the  Queen  of  Hungary  ;  therefore  the 
keeping  them  in  our  Pay  can  have  no  fuch  Effedt  upon 
the  Court  of  France^  as  to  induce  them  to  offer  better 
Terms,  or  fooner,  than  they  would  otherwife  do.  On 
the  contrary,  I  believe,  our  difmiffing  them,  and  call- 
ing home  our  own  Troops,  would  have  a  very  great 
Kffedl  for  both  thefe  Purpofes ;  becaufe  the  Court  of 
France  would  from  thence  fuppofe,  that  we  had  re- 
folved  for  the  future  to  take  the  befl  and  moft  effedual 
Way  for  fupporting  ihe  Qi^seen  of  Hungary ^  which  is, 
hy  our  Money  and  our  Navy. 

'  I  was  really  furprifed,  Sir,  how  the  Hon.  Gentle- 
man could  be  Co  weak  as  to  make  Ufe  of  any  Memo- 
rial drawn  up  and  publiflied  by  the  Court  of  France^  for 
proving,  that  our  Land  Army  was  of  Service  to  the 
Common  Caiife,  by  difabling  France  from  fending  pro- 
per Reinforcements  to  their  Army  in  Germany^  or  to 
the  Spaniards  in  Italy,  If  they  had  fmcerely  thought 
fo,  they  would  not  have  faid  fo,  at  leaft  they  would 
have  guarded  againfl:  its  being  publifhed ;  but  as 
they  knew  the  contrary,  they  faid  fo,  and  pub- 
lifhed what  they  faid,  in  order  to  encourage  us  to  fpend 
our  Money  in  maintaining  an  ufelefs  Army  upon  their 
Frontier,  inilead  of  fending  that  Money  to  the  Queen 

of 
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of  Hungary  and  King  of  Sardinia,  for  enabling  them  to     Anno  17. 
increafe  their  Armies,  which,  the  French  knew,   might  ^^^'  ^^'  'J^^^' 
be  of  great  Ufe,  and  would    be  mads  the  befl  Ufe  of 
for  preventing  the  Execution  of  their  Defigns. 

*  This,  Sir,  our  Minifters  could  not  but  fee  as  well  as 
the  French  ;  for  from  the  Kftimates  it  appears,  that  our 
Land  Army  has,  and  will  coft  us  above  a  Million  Sier- 
ling  yearly.     If  this  Money  had  been  fcnt  to  the  Queen 
of  Hungary  and  King  of  Sardinia,  it  would    have  ena- 
bled them  to  add  50  or  60, coo  Men  to  their  Armies, 
and  this  would  have  been  more  than  a  Counter-Balance 
for  all  the  Reinforcements  xht  French  coviid  have  fent  ei- 
ther to  Gerjnany  ov Savoy  ;  for  though  they  might,  and  did 
eafily  aflemble  a  Body  of  40  or  50,000  Men  to  face  our 
Army  upon  their  own  Frontier,    they  could  not  have 
fent  near  that  Number  into  Germany  or  Savcy,  becaufe 
they  could   not   leave  thtir  Country  quite  defl:itute  of 
Troops.     Common  Senfe  muft  therefore  inftru6t  us,  in 
what  was  the  Defign  of  the  Court  ai  France,  when  they 
drew  up  and  publiftied   that  Memorial ;  and   befides,  it 
contradids  itfelf;  for  it  fays,  the  Troops  defigned   for 
the  Affiftance  of  the  Spaniards  were  adiually  quartered 
in  Dauphiny  and   Provence^  which   border  upon  Savoy ^ 
from  whence  they  might  have  marched   to  oppofe  any 
Attack  in  Flanders,  with  as  much  Eafe,  and  in  as  (hort 
a  Time,  as  they  could  4iave  marched  from  the  Provinces 
in  which  they  were  quartered.    But  that  Memorial  hints 
at  the  true  Reafon  why  no  French  Troops  marched  to 
the  Af!if}:ance  of  the  Spaniards :    It   fays,  the  Alliance 
between  tlungary  and  Sardinia  was  then  fo  flightly  ce- 
mented,  that  it  might  be  eafily  difTolved.     This,  Sir, 
was  the   true  Reafon,  I   really  believe ;  for  the  French 
had  no  Inclination  to  break  with  the  King  of  Sardinia^ 
as  long  as  they  had  any  Hopes  of  gaining  him  by  fair 
Means;  but  as  thofe  Hopes  feem  now  to  be  cut  ofFby 
the  famous  Treaty  of  Worms,    we  fhall  next  Year  fee, 
whether  our  Army  in  Flanders  will  prevent  the  French 
from  joining  with  the  Spaniards  in  an  Attack  upon  his 
Sardinian  Majefly's  Territories. 

'  But  now  fuppofe)  Sir,  that  our  Land  Army  could 
be  of  fome  Service ;    yet,  in  order  to   keep  up    that 
Army,  I  do  not  think:  it  necefiary  for  us  to  keep  the 
Hanoverians  m  Pay,     The  Court  of  Hanover  are  cer- 
tainly 
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Anno  17.  tainly  in  the  Right  to  take  our  Money  as  long  as  we  are 
Ceo.  II.  1743.  willing  to  give  it  ;  but  if  we  fhould  put  a  Stop  to  our 
l_  -j^r- .  _f  Generofity,  they  have,  I  hope,  the  Common  Caufe  and 
the  Intereft  of  the  Queen'of  Hungary  (o  much  at  Heart, 
that  they  would  keep  their  Troops  in  the  Army  at  their 
own  Kxpence  ;  confequently,  if  the  Court  of  Hanover 
be  fuch  Friends  to  the  Queen  of  Hungary  as  they  pre* 
tend,  the  Allied  Army  can  be  no  Way  leffened  by  our 
difmiffing  their  Troops  out  of  our  Pay ;  and  if  their 
Friendftiip  for  the  Queen  of  Hungary  be  pretended,  only 
in  order  to  intitle  them  to  have  their  Troops  maintained 
by  us,  I  am  afraid,  we  have  laid  out,  and  fliail  lay  out 
our  Money  in  that  Way  to  very  little  Purpofe  ;  for  if 
the  Elector  of  Hanover  be  indifferent  about  the  Support 
of  the  Queen  of  Hungary,  1  much  fear,  that  the  King 
of  England  will  not  be  very  fanguine ;  in  which  Cafe 
it  is  not  to  be  expe£ted,  that  cur  Land  Army  will  do 
much  Service  either  to  that  Princefs  or  the  Common 
Caufe  ;  therefore,  I  fhould  be  for  difmiffing  thefe  Ha- 
nover Troops,  if  it  were  for  no  other  Reafon  but  to  try 
the  Sincerity  of  the  Court  of  Hanover^  and  confequently 
1  mufl  be  againft  the  Motion.' 

^^r^  Pow/^/^,  Efq;  then  fpoke  to  the  following  Purport: 
'  Sir, 
Vere  Powlett,         *  Having  voted  laft  Year  for  taking  16,000   Hano- 
^h;  verians  into  Britijh  Pay,  1  beg  Leave  to  offer  my  Rea- 

fons  why  I  cannot  agree  with  the  Hon.  Gentleman, 
who  has  made  the  like  Pt/fotion  this  Year  ;  though  the 
Cafe  of  Hanoverian  Troops,  this  Year,  is  fo  widely 
different  from  what  it  was  the  laft,  that  the  Diftin6i:ion 
cannot  fail  occurring  to  every  Gentleman  in  this  Houfe. 
In  the  laft  Year,  there  were  no  fuch  Inftances  of  Ha- 
noverian Pufillaiiimity,  Infolence,  and  Difobedience, 
which  are  now  fo  glaring  in  the  Eyes  of  the  whole 
World  :  We  have  now,  in  an  Affair  of  the  laft  Im- 
portance to  this  Country,  greater,  perhaps,  than  ever 
came  before  this  Houfe,  Experience  for  our  Guide,  and 
fhall  we  go  contrary  to  Experince  itfelf,  to  Experience, 
which  teaches  even  Fools  ?  Shall  we  take  Troops  into 
our  Pay,  who  want  perfonal  Courage  j  who  are  fure 
to  be  wanting  to  their  Duty  in  the  Day  of  Battle  ;  and 
who,  inftead  of  being  an  AfUftance,  will  betray  us  into 
Misfortunes,    by  difappointing  us  of    that    Strength, 

which 
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which  we  vainly  rely  on,  by  difordering  our  Army,  in-     Anno  17*. 
ftead  of  fupporting  it  ?  But,  Sir,  fhould   this  Motion  Geo.  il.  i743» 
pafs  in  the  Affirmative,  what  a  Damp,  what  Dejedion  ^-       J~    ^ 
of  Spirit,  muft  it  caft  on  our  Men,  when  they  find 
themfelves  forced  by  their  own  Countrymen,  by  this 
Houfe  of  Commons,  to  bow  their  Neck  to  the  Hano- 
verian  Yoke,  and  to  fubmit  to  thofe  Grievances,  which 
they  have  To  loudly  complained  of? — The  only  Colour 
of  Pretence,  which  I  have  heard  alledged,  is  this,  that 
it  is  now  too  late  to  hire  other  Troops ;  but  will  the 
Miniftry,    who  pretend   it   is  too  late  to  hire  other 
Troops,  pretend  too,  that  they  were  the  only  Perfons 
in  the  World,  unacquainted  with  the  Behaviour  of  the 
Hanoverians^  during  the  laft  Campaign  ?   If  they  can- 
not pretend  this  too,  as  well  as  that  it  is  too  late,  what 
do  they  other  than  acknowledge,  that  they  impofe  a 
Hcceffity,  which  they  might  have  prevented,  and  pre- 
meditately  force  a  wrong  Meafure  on  the  Nation  ?  But 
this  fuppofed  Neceffity,  from  the  Latenefs  of  the  Time, 
is  abfolutely  falfe,  is  a  fundamental   Miflake  ;   for  it  is 
always  too  early  to  engage  in  a  wrong  Meafure  :  Nor 
can  any  Thing  be  fo  terrible  to  an  Enemy  as  good  Ma- 
nagement,   which,    though  flow   in  its  Execution,  is 
always  more  certain  in  its  Effe6^s.     A  difiblute,  hafty 
Conduct  on  our  Part,  is  what  the  Foe  muft  Vv^ifntofee, 
Good  God  !   What  Joy  will  it  give  the  Enemy,  when 
that  important  Piece  of  News  is  carried  to  them  abroad, 
that  it  is  theRefolution  of  a  Britijh  Houfe  of  Commons 
to  take  Confufion  into  their  Army  ! 

'  Sir,  we  have  invited  here  the  Ele<?iors  of  Hanovir 
with  great  Rewards,  we  have  given  them  Kingdoms  to 
rule  over;  but,  I  hope,  fenfible  as  I  am  of  the  great 
Benefits  which  have  arifen  from  their  good  Government ; 
1  hope,  I  fay,  we  (ball  never  be  fo  paflionately  fond  of 
Hanoverians^  as  never  to  reft  fatisfied,  never  contented, 
till  we  have  hired  their  v^hole  People  to  be  Lords  over  us/ 

Horatio  Walpole^  Efq;  rofe  next,  and   fpoke  to  the 
fallowing  EfFedl : 
'  Sir, 
<  The  Queftion  is.  Whether  the  16,000  iir^;?cz;^- Horat.  Walgok, 
rians  fhould  be  employed  in  our  Service  abroad  the  next     *^» 
Campaign;    or,  in  other  Words,  Whether  we  fhould 
furniih  16,000  Men  lefsi  sndj  in  Confequence  of  that, 

have 
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Anno  17.     have  22>ooo  Men  lefs  for  the  Support  of  the  Common- 
Geo.  II.  174.3.  ^^^^^^  ^^^^  ^g  ^^^  j^^  Yg^^  p 

*  If  we  confider  the  Situation  of  Affairs  with  refpedl 
to  the  Motives  of  the  War,  and  the  Succefs  of  it,  it 
muft  be  owned,  v/ithoutcanvailing  whether  more  might 
not  have  been  done,  than  was  done  laft  Year,  that  the 
Affairs  of  the  Queen  of  Hungary,  by  the  Operations  of 
the  Campaign,  are  in  a  better,  and  a  more  hopeful  State, 
than  the  moft  fanguine  Defires  or  Expectations  could 
have  promifed  at  the  Opening  of  it.  Prague^  Egf^t 
and  all  her  Dominions,  have  not  only  been  cleared  of 
the  Enemy,  but  the  Emperor  himfelf,  the  principal 
Aggreflbr,  has  been  driven  out  of  his  own  Territories, 
and  the  French,  in  a  great  Meafure,  out  of  the  Em- 
pires and  although  the  active  Part  of  thefe  Advantages 
is  owing  to  the  Condu6l  of  Prince  Charles  of  Lorrain^ 
and  the  Courage  of  his  Troops  under  his  Command, 
yet  the  Allied  Army  having  kept  Marflial  Noailles  in 
Echec,  and  prevented  his  making  any  Detachment  in 
fupport  of  Broglio  and  Count  Seckendorff,  to  which  he 
was  moft  earneftly  follicited,  joined  with  the  glorious 
Battle  of  Dettingen,  muft  be  confefTed  to  have  greatly 
contributed  to  the  Succefs  of  the  Aujlrians^  on  the  other 
Side  of  the  Rhine,  and  have  obliged  the  French  to  retire 
into  their  own  Country  :  Add  to  this,  the  Advantage 
that  may  be  expelled  from  the  Activity  of  the  King  of 
Sardinia,  by  the  Alliance  lately  concluded  between 
him,  his  Majefty,  and  the  Queen  oi  Hungary, 

'  This  Situation  requires,  therefore,  inftead  of  a 
Diminution,  rather  an  Increafe  of  our  Forces,  in  order 
to  make  the  utmoft  Efforts  to  finifh  the  great  Work, 
that  is  happily  advanced  fo  far ;  and  to  oblige  the  Em- 
peror, and  his  Allies,  to  come  to  a  general  Pacification 
on  reafonable  Terms,  to  which,  at  prefent,  they  feem 
not  at  all  difpofed  :  On  the  contrary,  if  we  may  judge 
by  outward  Appearances,  France  is  making  greater  Pre- 
parations than  ever,  both  by  Sea  and  Land  ;  and  has,  it 
is  faid,  concluded  a  new  offenfive  and  defenfive  Alli- 
ance with  Spain  and  the  Emperor;  by  Virtue  of  which, 
befides  a  great  Augmentation  of  her  own  Armies  on 
the  Continent,  fhe  has  engaged  to  enable  the  Emperor, 
by  Subfidies,  to  put  his  Scattered  Troops  in  a  Condition 
to  a6l,  who  is  accordingly  taking  the  proper  Meafures 

for 
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for  that  Purpofe;  Ihe  is  alfo  to  furnidi  a  con  fid  enable  Anno  17. 
Number  of  Men  and  Ships  to  fuppon  Don  Philip,  in  Geo.  11. 1743, 
renewing  his  Enterprizes  againft  the  King  of  Sardinia. 
The  late  Cardinal's  pacific,  half-paced  Genius,  balan- 
cing between  Peace  and  War,  is  buried  with  him;  and 
the  ancient  Spirit  of  domineering  has  refumed  the  Reins 
of  Government  in  France;  confequently,  the  leaft 
Abatement  of  our  Zeal  and  Force,  in  fupport  of  the 
Common  Caufe,  muft  prove,  at  this  Juncture,  of  the 
iTJofl  dangerous  Confequence  ;  and  that  muft  be  the 
Cafe,  (hould  we  refufe  to  continue  the  16,000  Men  any 
longer  in  our  Service  ;  for  it  is  impoffible  to  fhow,  as 
will  be  made  appear  by  and  by,  that  the  fame  Number 
of  Troops,  to  fupply  that  Defedl,  can  be  had,  in  Time, 
any  where  elfe ;  or  that  that  Defc^  can  be  made  good 
by  any  other  Means. 

*  But  it  is  pretended  that  the  Hanoverian  Troops  can- 
be  of  no  Ufe,  becaufe  thofe  of  Great  Britain  are  fo  in-' 
cenfed  againft  them,  that  it  is  impoffible  they  ihould 
ever  a6l  together  again. 

^  Now,  to  imagine  that  the  Service  of  foreign  Troops 
in  the  Pay  of  Great  Britain,  (hould  be  incompatible 
with  the  Service  of  the  Troops  of  the  Nation  that  pays 
them,  feems  at  firft  to  be  very  extraordinary,  and,  in- 
deed, an  abfurd  Suppofition,  contrary  to  the  Experience 
of  the  two  laft  long  Wars,  which,  if  that  had  been  the 
Gafe,  could  never  have  been  carried  on  fo  many  Years 
by  the  Allies.  Where  an  Army  is  compofed  of  Troops 
of  different  Nations,  fome  Incidents,  in  the  Variety  ©f 
Services  and  Motions,  muft  frequently  happen,  relating 
to  Quarters,  Forage,  and  even  from  Jealoufies  in  the 
Services  to  be  performed,  v/hich  may  caufe  Difputes 
among  fo  many  various  Corps ;  but  it  is  not  to  be 
doubted,  but  that  if  the  OfEcers  will  do  their  Duty, 
their  Prudence  and  Authority  may  eafily  remove  or  re- 
concile fuch  Dirp'.ites^  fo  as  (o  prevent  them  from  being 
carried  to  fuch  a  Height,  as  may  obftru«5t:  their  a(9:ing 
together  amicably  and  earneftly  againft  the  common 
Enemy  ;  and,  indeed,  the  Inflances  alledged  of  the 
Animofities  between  the  Britons  and  Hanoverians^  as 
Saldiers,  feem  to  be  of  the  fame  Nature  with  what  fre- 
quently happened  in  the  laft  Wars,  among  the  IVoops 
of  different  Nations,  but  did  by  no  Means  prevent  their 

f  a£ting 
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Anno  i7„      a£!ing  together  ;  and  are  fuch  as  may  be  eafily  obviated 
peo.  II.  1743.^  ^y  proper  Care  and  Regulations,  concerted  and  fettled 
by  the  General  Officers,  before  the  Opening  of  the 
Campaign. 

*  But  fince  the  Clamour  is  fo  loud,  the  Impreflion  fo 
general,  and,  indeed,  fo  vi'olent,  againft  the  Hanove- 
rian  Troops,  as  to  afte6l  many  Perfons  zealoufly  at- 
tached to  the  Intereft  of  this  Government,  the  Motives^ 
whether  well  or  ill  founded,  muft  arife  from  fomething 
more  than  what  is  ufually  incidental  to  the  Service  of 
Troops  of  different  Nations ;  they  cannot  poflibly  pro- 
ceed from  Difputes  about  Quarters,  Forage,  ^c.  nor 
from  the  Ignorance  or  Impertinence  of  an  inferior 
Hanoverian  Officer,  refufing  to  obey  an  Englijh  Gene- 
ral, without  Orders  from  a  General  of  his  own  Nation. 
Thefe  Difputes  are  certainly  fuch  as  may  eafily  be  pre- 
vented, and  eould  never  have  occafioned  fo  general  an 
Qutcry  i  we  muft  therefore  look  for  fome  other  Caufe, 
in  order  to  judge  and  determine  upon  a  proper  Remedy, 
Burnet^  in  his  Hiftory,  1691,  takes  Notice  of  a  general 
Uneafmefs  againft  King  William ^  arifing^  as  he  exprefTes 
it,  from  a  Prejudice^  as  if  that  Prince  was  thought  to 
love  the  Dutch  more  than  the  Engliih,  to  trujl  more  to 
ihemy  and  to  admit  them  to  more  Freedom  tvith  him  ;  a 
general  Difguji  (he  fays)  was  fpread  among  the  Englifh 

Officer:^  and  the  Nobility ^ —the  Earl  of  Marlborough 

thought  his  great  Services  were  not  acknowledged  nor  re- 
warded^ and  began  to  fpeak  like  a  Man  dfcontented^  and 
the  Strain  of  the  whole  Nation  was,  that  the  Englifh  were 
overlooked,  and  the  Dutch  were  the  only  People  favoured 

cr  trufted this  was  National and  the  Englifh  he^ 

ing  too  apt  to  defpife  other  Nations,  and  being  of  more 
lively  Tempers  than  the  Dutch,  began  to  exprefs  a  Con- 
tempt and  an  Averfion  for  them,  that  went  almoji  to  a 

Mutiny  ; -thefe  Seeds  of  Difconient   were    carefully 

managed  by  the  Enemies  of  the  Government,  and  by  that 
Means  Matters  went  on  heavily  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 

'  Let  us  then  fuppofe,  that  fomething  of  this  Kind 
may  have  happened  laft  Year  in  the  Army ;  that  fome 
Civil  and  J\4ilitary  Officers  of  this  Nation,  of  confider- 
able  Quality  and  Station,  may  have  thought  themfelves 
flighted  or  negleded,  by  a  preferable  Confidence,  Truft, 
and  Regard  fhown  to  fome  of  another  Country,  in  all 
i  Refpedts 
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Rerpc£ts  their  Inferiors ;  this,  indeed,  muft  have  been 
Ihocking  and  difagreeable  ;  m:iy  have  made  them  com- 
plain to  their  Friends,  and  thefe  Complaints  may  have 
fpread  among  the  Subaltern  Officers,  and  being  diffufed 
among  the  common  Soldiers,  may  have  occafioned  a 
national  Refentment  In  Favour  of  their  own  Country- 
men, againft  thofe  that  may  have  had  that  Preference ; 
and  tranfmitted  hither  v/ith  certain  aggravating  Cir- 
cumftances,  may  have  had  a  very  bad  Fffe6t  upon  the 
People,  to  {he  Difadvantage  of  the  Government.  If 
this  has  been  the  Cafe,  it  is,  indeed,  to  be  extremely 
lamented,  and  much  to  be  wifhed  that  nothing  of  this 
Kind  had  happened  ;  for  perfonal  Slights  have  often 
been  the  Caufe  of  public  Dlfafters :  A  Difregard  at  a 
Levee  of  the  Earl  oi  EJfex^  is  thought  to  have  been  one 
of  the  firft  Occafions  of  King  Charles  the  Firjft's  Mif- 
fortunes. 

<  But  can  it  be  juftifiable  in  a  Parliament,  though 
fenfibly  afFeiled,  and  concerned  for  this  fuppofed   Di- 
ftindion,  and  the  Confequences  of  it,  to   blend   their 
Counfels  fo  much  with  it,  as  to  carry  Things  to  Ex- 
tremities,  and  to  endanger  the  Common  Caufe,    for 
which  fuch  extraordinary  Efforts,  attended   with  fuch 
unexpected  SuccefTes,  have  been   made  ?  God   forbid  ! 
that  a  Difregard   of  one  or  two,  or  more,  particular 
Men,  though  ever  fo  confiderable  in  themfeives,  fiiould 
be  of  that  Confequence,  and  have  fuch  an  Influence  on 
this  great  AfTembly,  as  to  make  them  take  a  Step,  that 
would,  as  will  be  proved  by  and  by,  difloive  the  Alli- 
ance at  once,  expofe  the  Balance  of  Europe^  and  confe- 
quently  the  Safety  of  this  Nation,  to  the  Will  of  a 
moft  formidable  Pov/er;  efpecially,  when  the  Caufes 
of  this  great  Fermentation  and   Clamour   may  be  re- 
moved, the  very  Nature  of  them  Ihows  how  obvious 
the  Remedy  is.     Perfonal   Cure  for  perfonal  Dif^uft, 
from  whence  the  popular  Outcry  is  derived,  is  certainly 
eafy  :  But,  if  they  who  appear  fo  anxious  to  remove  the 
DiiafFedlion,  and  the   fatal  Confequences  which  they 
apprehend  from  it,  would  be  as  attentive  to  think  of 
Expedients,  furely  more  than  one  might  occur,  fo  folid 
and  fo  fubftantial,  as  would  at  once  eradicate  thofe  un- 
fortunate Jealoufies  and  Animofities  between  two  Na- 
tions under  the  Government  of  one  Prince,  without 
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Atmo^^J.  having  Recourfe  to  fuch  violent  ones,  as  would  imme- 
Geo.ii.  1743.  ^iiajejy  redound  to  the  Difadvantage  of  the  Public,  dif- 
trefs  and  deftroy  irretrievably  that  Caufe  which  we  are 
fo  greatly  engaged  to  fupport,  and  render,  at  one  Stroke, 
all  the  other  Supplies,  which  have  been  hitherto  fo 
heartily  granted,  ufeiefs  and  infignificant,  as  will  be 
evident  from  the  following  Confiderations, 

'  For,  it  is  impoHible,  that  16,000  Hanoverians  can 
be  replaced,  by  taking  any  other  Troops  in  their  Stead. 
None  can  be  had  from  the  Elector  of  Saxony,  becaufe, 
it  feems,  by  a  Treaty  he  has  lately  made  with  the  Queen 
of  Hungary^  he  declares,  that  he  cannot  adt  againft  the 
Emperor,  France,  or  Spain;  but  fuppofe  his  Hands  arc 
free,  we  cannot  poffibly  rely  upon  the  Troops  of  a 
Prince  who  is  fo  nearly  related  to  Don  Carlos,  The 
Danes  could  never  be  able  to  furnifh  above  12,000  Men, 
and  were  they  difpofed  to  do  it,  that  Crown  is  at  pre- 
fent  in  fo  doubtful  a  Situation,  between  Peace  and  War, 
with  refpe6l  to  Sweden,  that  it  is  impoffible  to  depend 
]upon  having  any  Troops  there.  Time  enough  for  the 
next  Campaign.  A  Negotiation  with  the  Swifs  Cantons 
for  Troops,  confidering  the  Pains  that  France  would 
certainly  take  to  obflrucSl  it,  and  the  particular  Capitu- 
lations, ufually  contained  in  their  Treaties,  would  take 
vp  more  Time,  than  the  Seafon  of  the  Year  will  allow: 
As  to  fome  of  the  little  Princes  in  Germany,  a  fulBcient 
Number,  to  fupply  the  Lofs  of  the  Hanoverians,  can- 
not be  had  from  them  ;  for  it  is  certain,  that  the  Dutch 
have  already  endeavoured,  to  no  Purpofe,  to  hhefeven 
Regiments  to  compleat  their  Troops.  And,  as  to  what 
is  fuggefted  of  fupplying  the  Queen  of  Hungary  with 
Money,  m  Proportion  to  the  Pay  of  the  Hanoverians, 
it  is  impoflible,  that  any  fuch  Sum  granted  this  Year, 
for  that  End,  can  be  of  any  Service  to  procure  a  fufli- 
cient  Body  of  difciplined  Troops,  to  be  in  a  Condition 
to  a6l  this  Campaign  j  befides,  Experience  gives  us  too 
much  Reafoii  to  apprehend,  that  Part  of  the  Sums  of 
Money  granted  to  them,  will  be  fquandered  away  to 
other  Ufcs  than  the  Service  of  the  War  ;  fo  that,  turn 
it  all  Ways,  it  is  evident,  that  the  Army  of  the  Allies 
inuft  be  i6j000,  and  perhaps  22,000,  lefs  than  they 
were  lall  Year  j  which  Difference  will,  probably,  con- 
fTdering  the  Preparations  that-  are  making  by  France, 
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give  that  Crown  a  Superiority  in  the  Empire  ;  or  if  (he     Anno  tj. 
continues  upon  the  Defenfive  there,  enable  her  to  fend  ^^^'  ^^'  ^74?» 
fuch  a  Detachment,  as  may,  in  Conjundion    with  the 
Spaniards,  be  too  powerful  for  the  King  of  Sardinia, 
and  force  him   to  a  feparate  Peace  ;  this  muft  be  the 
unavoidable  Confequence  of  fuch  a  Meafure,  fuppofmg 
the  Allies  ftiould  ftill  continue,  after  fuch  a  Diminution 
of  the  Army,  in  a  Difpofition  to  a6l  together. 

'  But  nothing  is  more  certain,  than  that  it  would  be 
an  immediate  DilTolution  of  the  Alliance. 

'  Would  the  Dutch,  who  have  been  encouraged, 
from  the  great  Efforts  made  by  this  Nation  to  fupport 
this  Caufe,  to  give  their  Afliftance,  who  will  make  the 
Sentiments  and  Refolutions  of  this  Houfe  a  Rule  and 
Meafure  for  their  A6lions,  and  now  wait  in  Expecta- 
tion of  our  Proceedings  to  govern  their  own  ;  v/ill 
they,  when  they  fee  fuch  a  Diminution  of  Forces  on 
our  Part,  at  a  Time  when  the  Preparations  of  France 
call  for  an  Incrsafe  rather  than  a  Diminution,  continue 
to  purfue  any  vigorous  Refolution  ?  It  is  impoffible  to 
imagine  it;  and  the  plaufible  Motives  given  here  for 
laying  afide  the  Hanoverians,  will  be  the  principal  Caufe 
to  intimidate  and  difhearten  them.  The  States  of  Hoi- 
la?id  have,  contrary  to  the  fundamental  Rule  of  their 
Government,  of  not  a61:ing  without  an  Unanimity  in 
Matters  relative  to  Peace  and  War,  with  great  Conduct 
and  Management,  induced  the  States  General,  by  a 
Majority,  to  give  20,000  Men  to  the  Affiftance  of  the 
Queen  of  Hungary,  which  has  been  obtained,  not  with- 
out great  Struggle  againft  a  moft  vigilant  and  induftrious 
Oppofition,  crying  out  loudly  againft  the  Violation  of 
their  Conftitution,  and  againft  the  Danger  of  expofing 
themfelves,  and  their  Frontiers,  to  the  Refentment  of 
a  moft  formidable  Power  in  their  Neighbourhood  ;  and 
Ihould  the  Parliament  difcharge  16,000  Men,  and  that 
purely  for  Reafons,  that  by  the  Nature  of  them  muft 
perfonally  reflefl  upon  his  Majefty,  fuch  a  Diminution 
of  our  Forces,  by  fuch  a  Difgrace,  and,  as  it  will  cer- 
tainly be  conflrued  abroad,  fuch  an  Affront  to  the  King  ; 
fuch  a  Diftruft  and  Divifion  between  the  King  and  this 
Houfe,  upon  whofe  Union  the  Support  and  Succefs  of 
this  great  Caufe  chiefly  depends,  will  throw  fuch  a 
Damp  and  Difcouragement  upon  the  Spirits  of  the  well- 
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'Anno  17.  intentioned  in- Hallandy  and  fo  animate  the  Oppofitiojn, 
Geo/li.  1743.  as  to  enable  them  to  obflru6l  the  A6tivity  of  the  States, 
and  precipitate  a  Negotiation  for  Peace  on  any  Terins ; 
this,  every  body  knows,  that  knows  any  Thing  of  that 
Government,  muft  be  the  inevitable  ConfequerK:e  of 
this  extraorr!inary  Step;  for  no  body  abroad  will  ima- 
gine, that  the  Service  of  Britons  and  Hanoverians  to- 
gether is  incompatable,  if  the  Officers  will  do  their 
Duty  ;  and  all  that  Influence,  Refped:,  and  Regard, 
v/hich  was  fl:iown  by  all  the  neighbouring  Powers  in 
Germany^  on  Account  of  the  noble  and  formidable 
Army  of  the  Allies,  furniihed  in  a  great  Meafure  by 
this  Country,  will  at  once  be  loft ;  a  Diffidence  and 
Difpiritednefs  in  the  Dutch  will  certainly  afFecSl  other 
Powers,  that  are  at  prefent  either  neuter,  or  feemingly 
inclined  to  u?.  Will  any  one  promife,  that  we  can 
depend  upon  the  6000  Hejftans^  which  came  very  loth 
TiiXxA  very  late  lafi:  Year  to  the  Field  ;  and  whofe  Prince, 
although  nearly  related  to  this  Crown,  has  given  too 
many  Mark?  of  his  good  Will  towards  the  ElecSlor  of 
Bavaria^  in  Oppofition  to  the  Queen  oi  Hungary  ?  Will 
any  one  anfwer,  that  another  Prince,  that  has  130,000 
Men  at  his  Command,  and  although  engaged  at  prefent 
to  obferve  a  Neutrality,  yet  being  by  no  Means  perfo- 
rally  well  afFe£led  to  us ;  will  any  one,  I  fay,  anfwer, 
that  that  Prince,  when  he  fees  fuch  a  Diminution  of 
our  Forces,  and  fuch  a  Want  of  Harmony  between  the 
King  and  his  Parliament,  and  the  Confequences  of  it, 
will  not,  under  Pretence  of  preferving  the  Peace  of  the 
Empire,  a6l  a  Part  that  will  make  it  impoffible  for  the 
Allies  to  continue  their  SuccefFes  againft  the  Enemy  of 
the  Houfe  of  ^7///r/^,  efpecially  if  the  Coldnefs  between 
the  Courts  of  Vienna  and  Rujfia^  on  Account  of  General 
Bbtta^  fliould  continue  ? 

'  In  fhort,  nothing  can  be  more  evident,  than  that, 
hy  the  Difcharge  of  the  Hanoverians^  there  will  be  an 
immediate  Diilolution  of  Alliance;  and  the  Confequences 
of  it  muft-  as  inevitably  be  the  giving  France  fuch  a  Su- 
periority, as  to  put  it  in  her  Power  to  impofe  what 
Terms  of  Peace  fne  pkafes  upon  the  Queen  of  Hungary ; 
who  being  abandoned,  muft  afterwards  leave  her  Allies 
to  the  Mercy  of  that  Crown  ;  The  Confequepce  of 
which  muil:  be,  that  when  the  Peace  upon  the  Conti- 
nent 
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nent  is  made  by  the  Dire£lions  and  Inftnence  of  France^     Anno  17. 
exclufiye  o^  England,  that  Power,  fenfible  of  the  Op-  f  ^°-^^' '743' 
pbfition  made   to   her  by  this  Nation,  and  out  of  Re-         ~-'~  ''  -^ 
fentment  for  the  Trouble  and  Obftru6lions  to  her  Views, 
will  foon  take  an  Opportunity  to  deliver  to  us  a  long 
Lift  of  pretended  Provocations,  and  require  an  extraor- 
dinary Satisfaction,    to  which  we  muft  fubmit    in    a 
fliameful  Manner,  like  a  Province  to  her,  or  run  the 
Hazard  of  a  War  with  France  and  Spain,  ^vithout  the 
Profpedt  of  the   leaft  Support  from  any  Ally  whatfo- 
ever;  and  To  the  War  will  be  tranflated  from  the  Con- 
tinent to  this  Ifland,  which  will  become  a  Scene  of 
Blood  and  Confufion,' 

The  laft  that  fpoke  in  this  Debate  was  Lord  Strange^ 
nearly  as  follows : 
'  Sir, 

*  There  is  one  Queflion  very  material  in  this  Debate,  Lord  Strange, 
which  I  fhould  be  glad  to  have  anfwered  and  fully  ex-' 
plained,  before  I  give  my  Vote  upon  the  Motion  now, 
under  our  Confideration  ;  and  as  no  Gentleman  is  more 
capable  than  the  Hon.  Gentleman  that  fpoke  laft,  I 
hope,  he  will  rife  up  again  and  give  us  his  OpinioHa 
The  Queftion  I  mean  is.  Whether  the  Alliance  in 
which  we  are  engaged  with  the  Queen  of  Hungary  be 
an  ofFenfive,  or  only  a  defenfive  Alliance?  As  the  Hon. 
Gentleman  has  had  great  Experience  in  Negotiation  and 
Treaty- making,  and,  I  believe,  has  had  fomeHand  in 
every  Treaty  we  have  made  for  above  twenty  Years  paft, 
I  think  I  cannot  apply  to  a  mere  able  and  learned 
Do£lor  for  an  Anfwer  to  my  Queftion  ;  and  my  Rea- 
fon  for  afking  the  Qj^ieftion  is  this:  If  we  be  engaged 
in  an  offenlive  Alliance  with  the  Queen  of  Hungary^  it 
may  be  proper  to  aflift  her  with  Troops  ;  but  if  our  Alli- 
ance with  her  be  only  defenfive,  it  would  be  ridiculous  in 
us  to  think  of  affixing  her  with  Troops,  unlefs  we  had 
Reafon  to  believe,  that  an  Attack  was  to  be  made  upon 
h&T\n  Fianden,  Are  we.  Sir,  to  fend  our  Troops  into 
Echemia  or  Bauaria  P  The  very  Thought  would  be  ridi- 
culous ;  efof  cia'.ly,  if  we  confider,  that  fhe  cannot  be 
in  want  of  Men,  and  Men  too  bred  up  from  their  In- 
hncy  to  iV^r..  jHer  Croats^  Pandours^  Lycamans^ 
?  4  Hujfars. 
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Auno  17.  Hujfars,  and  other  Troops  with  hard  Names,  and  Con- 
co.  .  1743.  ftitutions  as  hard  as  their  Names,  arc  all  bred  up  upon 
the  Borders  of  Turkey^  and  accuftomed  to  Arms  from 
their  Infancy. — They  may  not,  perhaps,  know  how 
to  dance  through  all  the  Ceremonies  of  a  Review,  fo 
well  as  our  Hanoverians  -,  but  if  I  were,  with  16,000 
of  them,  to  engage  ©ur  16^000  Hanoverians y  I  fhould 
think  myfelf  in  no  great  Danger  of  a  Defeat,  even 
though  the  latter  were  provided  with  their  Artillery, 
which  did  fo  much  Execution  at  the  glorious  Battle  of 
Dettingen-,  for,  I  believe,  Ifliould  foon  turn  their  Can- 
non upon  them,  as  it  probably  would  have  been  at 
Dettingen,  had  there  been  none  there  but  Hanoverians 
to  defend  it. 

'  Suppofe,  Sir,  the  Attack  were  to  be  made  upon  the 
Queen  of  Hungary's  Dominions  in  Siuahia,  would  iti 
iiot  be  ridiculous  in  us  to  think  of  aflifling  her  with  our 
own  Troops,  or  even  with  our  mercenary  Hanoverians^ 
when  her  own  Troops  are  nearer,  and  may  with  much 
more  Eafe  and  Safety  march  to  the  Place  of  Action, 
than  either  our  own  Troops  or  our  Mercenaries  ?  And 
lafily,  fuppofe  the  Attack  were  to  be  made  upon  her 
Dominions  in  Itafy^  would  not  the  Cafe  be  the  very 
fame  ?  Would  it  not  be  more  proper  for  us  to  affifl  her 
with  Money,  in  order  to  enable  her  to  augment  her 
own  Armies,  than  to  fend  any  Troops  to  her  AfTiflance ; 
efpecially  when  we  confider,  that  fhe  can  raife  and 
maintain  at  leaft  20,000  of  her  own  Men,  for  the  fame 
Sum  of  Money  that  we  muft  pay  for  raifing  and  main- 
taining 16,000,  either  of  our  own,  or  of  any  foreign 
Troops  we  can  hire  ? 

*  But  fuppofe.  Sir,  the  Queen  of  Hungary  neither 
had  nor  could  raife  Troops  enough  within  her  own 
Dominions,  and  that  therefore  it  was  abfolutely  necefTary 
for  us  to  allift  her  with  Troops ;  as  all  her  Dominions, 
except  Flanders^  are  vaflly  remote  from  us,  and  from 
Hatiover  as  well  as  Britain^  furely  we  ought  not  to 
have  thought  of  fending  any  Britijh  or  Hanoverian 
Troops  to  her  Afliflance,  fmce  fhe  was  fecure  againft 
any  Attack  in  Flanders.  1  fay.  Sir,  v^^e  ought  not  to 
have  thought  of  fending  any  Britijh  or  Hanoverian 
Troops,  if  we  had  found  it  poiTible  to  get  any  other  ; 

and 
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and  whatever  the  Friends,  I  fhali  not  fay,  Tools  of  Anno  17- 
Hanover  may  pretend,  I  will  not  believe,  that  it  v^as  ^^^'^ ^^'^' 
impoflible  for  us  to  find  any  other.  The  King  of" 
PruJJia  had  promifed  us  a  Neutrality,  but  he  had  by 
the  Treaty  of  Brejlau  promifed  nothing  to  France  or  the 
Emperor  j  and  his  Fromife  to  us  could  not  {\x\z\'j  be  a 
Bar  to  his  lending  us  a  Body  of  his  Troops,  or  even  to 
his  declaring  in  our  Favour ;  therefore,  J  believe,  we 
might  have  had,  and  may  ftill  have  as  many  Troops  as 
we  pleafe  to  hire  from  him  ^  nay,  1  do  not  know,  but 
the  fame  Sum  of  Money  we  have  paid  to  Hanover^ 
might  have  engaged  him  to  declare  openly  in  our  Fa- 
vour. The  Elector  oi  Saxony  has  declared  againft  lend- 
ing his  Troops  for  attacking  France^  Spain,  or  the  Em- 
peror ^  but  he  has  never  declared  againft  lending  his 
Troops  for  defending  the  Queen  of  Hungary  in  Ger- 
many. There  are  many  little  Princes  in  the  Empire 
who  have  Troops  to  lend  ;  and  though  no  one  of  them 
could  have  furnifhed  us  with  fuch  a  Number  as  we 
wanted,  yet  all  together  could  have  lent  us  more  than 
we  flood  in  need  of;  and  we  (liould  have  had  this  Ad- 
vantage, that  we  might  thereby  have  made  ourfelvcs 
Mafters  of  one  of  the  Colleges  of  the  Diet  of  the  Em- 
pire, I  mean  the  College  of  Princes.  The  Hejfians 
never  did,  nor  will  fcruple  to  ferve  us,  as  long  as  we 
keep  upon  the  Defenfive  ;  but,  I  believe,  they  will  leave 
us,  as  foon  as  we  begin  to  think  of  an  ofFenfive  War. 
And  as  to  the  Swi/s,  1  do  not  find,  that  any  Applica- 
tion has  been  made  to  them,  or  any  one  Reafon  offered, 
why  we  could  not  have  had  as  many  Troops  from  them 
as  we  pleafed  ;  and  their  Troops,  I  muft  obferve,  lay 
extremely  convenient  for  marching  to  the  Affiftance 
of  the  Queen  o{  Hungary,  either  \n  Germany  or  Italy. 

*  For  thefe  Reafons,  Sir,  let  our  Minifters  fay  what 
they  will  upon  this  Head,  I  will  not  believe  them,  un- 
lefs  they  fhew  me  authentic  Proofs  of  their  having  in 
vain  applied  for  other  Troops,  before  they  thought  of 
taking  any  Hanoverians.  As  Gentkmen,  they  may^ 
perhaps,  have  as  great  a  Regard  for  Truth  as  other 
Men  ;  but  as  Minifters,  they  neither  can,  nor  ought 
at  all  Times  to  tell  the  Truth  ;  and  I  the  lefs  believe 
what  they  fay  upon  this  Head,  becaufe,  if  they  did  ap- 
ply to  other  Princes  for  Troops,  and  were  refufed,  they 

muft 


I  226  ] 
Anno  57.  muft  havc  in  their  Hands  authentic  Proofs  of  fuch  Ap- 
Geo,  11.  J743-  plication  and  Refufa!,  and  would  have  exhibited  them 
in  their  own  Vindication  :  Nay,  they  ought  not  only 
to  have  exhibited  them  to  this  Houfe,  but  to  have  pub- 
liflied  them  to  the  Nation  ;  for  if  the  People  had  been 
fatisfied,  that  we  could  find  no  other  Troops  to  hire, 
inftead  of  exclaiming  againft  Hanover,  as  they  now  do 
in  every  Corner  of  the  Kingdom,  they  would  have 
been  every  where  expreiling  their  Gratitude  to  that 
Eledorate,  for  running  the  Rifk  of  difobliging  France^ 
by  lending  us  its  Troops,  when  no  other  Prince  or  State 
in  Europe  would  venture  to  do  us  the  Favour. 

'  Thus,  Sir,  we  muft  believe,  that  our  Minifters 
aflert  politically  what  is  not  true  in  FacSt,  or  that  they 
have  been  deficient  in  their  Duty  both  to  themfelves 
and  their  Sovereign  ;  and  as  I  incline  to  judge  charitably 
even  of  Minifters,  I  muft  believe  the  former.  I  muft 
believe,  that  we  might  have  had,  and  may  ftiil  have  as 
many  Troops  as  ^ve  pleafe  to  hire,  either  from  the  Swifs^ 
or  fome  of  the  German  Princes,  if  we  defign  no  other 
Affiftance  for  the  Queen  of  Hungary  than  merely  to  en- 
able her  to  a£i:  upon  the  Defenfive.  Indeed,  if  we  en- 
gage with  her  in  an  offenfive  War ;  if  we  defign  to 
enable  her  to  make  Conquefts  upon  France  or  in  Italy^ 
I  believe,  no  Prince  or  State  in  Europe,  except  Hano- 
'uer,  will  lend  us  their  Troops,  becaufe  there  feems  not 
to  be  among  them,  at  prefent,  the  leaft  Jealoufy  of  the 
Defigns  oi  France,  and  feveral  of  them  feera  to  be  a 
little  jealous,  left  the  Liberties  of  Germany  fnould  be 
overturned  by  the  Power  of  the  Houfe  of  Aujlria, 
Nay,  I  am  convinced,  that  however  fond  the  Hanove- 
rians may  be  of  EngliJJ)  Money,  they  would  not  lend 
us  their  Troops,  with  a  real  Defign  to  aflift  in  the 
Execution  of  fuch  a  Scheme,  unlefs  they  have  forne- 
thing  elfe  in  View,  befides  getting  our  Money.  But  1 
hope,  Sir,  we  are  not  engaged  in  fuch  a  Scheme  ;  for 
in  the  prefent  Conjuncture,  1  think  it  abfolutely  im- 
prsCticable.  This  would  be  to  engage  with  the  Queen 
of  Hungary  in  an  off*enfive  War  3  and  I  know  of  no 
Treaty  that  obliges  us  to  do  (o.  I  am  fure,  no  fuch 
Treaty,  fo  far  as  I  can  comprehend,  has  as  yet  been 
jaid  before  this  Houfe  ;  but  as  1  am  unexperienced  in 
tY^tk  Affairs.  I  hope,  the  learned  Gentleman  who  fpoke 
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lad,  will  rife  up  and  inform  me;  however,  I  mufl: pre-     Aimpi;. 
vioufly  declare,  that  if  there  be  any  fuch  private  Treaty,     ^°'^^*  ^743* 
or  apy  fuch  Engagement  couched   under  the  general 
Words  of  any  public  Treaty,  inftead   of  binding  the 
Nation  down,  by  the  Authority  of  Parliament,  to  the 
Performance  of  ir,  I  fliould  be  for  treating  the  Treaty- 
maker  as  bad  Treaty-makers  ufed  to  be  treated  of  old  : 
I  fhould  be  for  declaring  the  Nation  fiee  from  the  En- 
gagement, and  fending  the  Treaty-makers  to  the  Queen 
of  Hungary,  that  (he  might  punifh  them  after  what 
Manner  file  pleafed  for  deceiving  her. 

'  Now,  Sir,  if  we  are  not  engaged  to  allift  the 
Queen  of  Hungary  in  an  ofFenfive  War ;  if  we  ought 
not  to  authorize  fuch  an  Engagement  by  any  Parlia- 
mentary A£t,  I  hope,  our  Minifters  have  no  Thoughts 
of  any  Thing  but  to  aflift  her  to  defend  herfelf.  If  this 
be  their  fole  Defign,  fuppofing  it  neceiTary  to  affift  her 
with  Troops,  our  Minifters  may  get  Troops  to  hire, 
that  by  their  Situation,  and  upon  feveral  other  Accounts, 
are  more  proper  for  the  Service  than  either  Britijh  or 
Hanoverians.  PruJJians  or  Saxons  may  in  a  few  Days 
march  into  her  Dominions,  the  Swifs  may  in  a  few 
Weeks  ;  and  though  it  is  late  in  the  Year,  though  our 
Minifters  have,  I  believe,  on  Purpofe,  put  ofF  bringing 
this  Motion  before  us,  yet  we  have  ftill  Time  enough 
to  negotiate  a  Treaty  for  the  Hire  of  other  Troops, 
and  to  conclude  that  Treaty  foon  enough  for  the  Troops 
to  march,  fo  as  to  be  ready  and  in  the  proper  Place  of 
Action  by  the  Opening  of  the  Campaign.  As  the  Ar- 
ticles of  fuch  Treaties  are  but  few,  and  all  of  them  fixt 
by  Precedent,  we  cannot  doubt  of  being  able  to  con- 
clude fuch  a  Treaty,,  even  with  the  Swifs  Cantons,  in 
a  few  Days,  when  we  have  fuch  an  able  and  experienced 
Negotiator  amongft  us  as  the  Hon.  Gentleman  wht> 
fpoke  laft. 

'  But,  Sir,  as  I  am  convinced  of  the  Truth  of  what 
I  faid  at  firft:  As  I  am  convinced,  that  if  the  Queen- 
of  Hungary  had  Money  enough,  fhe  could  xaife  Men 
epough  within  her  own  Dominions,  for  her  Defence 
againft  the  moft  numerous  Armies  that  can  be  brought 
sgainft  her,  as  long  as  fhe  thinks  of  nothing  but  a  de- 
fer) five  War,  I  am  for  calling  home  our  Troops,  dif- 
miffing  the  Hanomriam^  and  fending  the  Money,  or  a 
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Anno  17.  great  Part  of  the  Money  they  cofi:  us,  to  the  Queen  of 
Geo.  II.  1743.  Hungary,  and  King  oi  Sardinia ,  for,  I  am  fure,  nei- 
ther of  them  has  ever  yet  given  the  leaft  Ground  for 
the  Infinuation  throw^n  out  by  the  Hon.  Gentleman, 
that  great  Part  of  the  Money  might  be  applied  by  them 
to  other  Purpofes.  If  the  Money,  or  any  Part  of  it, 
were  to  be  applied  to  our  Service,  or  to  a  Common 
Caufe,  in  which  they  had  no  particular  Concern,  there 
might,  perhaps,  be  fome  Reafon  to  think  fo ;  but  when 
the  Whole  is  to  be  applied  to  their  own  immediate  De- 
fence, if  neither  of  them  had  ever  given  any  Proofs  of 
a  prudent  Condu£t,  it  would  be  natural  and  reafonable 
to  think,  that  the  Whole  would  be  applied,  by  them, 
to  the  beft  Ufe,  and  with  the  utmoft  Oeconomy. 

'  In  a  defenfive  War,  therefore,  we  muft  conclude, 
that  our  Money  and  our  Navy  will  be  fufficient  for  en- 
abling the  Queen  of  Hungary,  and  King  of  Sardinia, 
to  defend  themfelves  againfl:  all  the  Armies  that  France, 
Spain,  and  the  Emperor  can  attack  them  with  5  and 
while  they  continue  upon  the  Defenfive,  neither  of 
them  has  any  other  Enemy  to  fear;  but  if  they  begin 
to  a£t  ofFenfively,  they  may  ftir  up  new  Enemies,  and 
more  than  we  fhall  be  able  to  defend  them  againft, 
even  though  Hanover  fhould  aiTift  us  with  all  its  Troops, 
and  at  its  own  Expence,  which  is  what  I  fhall  never 
expe6l ;  for  whatever  Broils  that  Electorate  may  involve 
us  in  for  the  Accomplilhment  of  its  own  Views,  I  be- 
lieve, it  will  take  Care  not  to  involve  itfelf  in  any  upon 
our  Account. 

«  I  know,  Sir,  it  may  be  faid,  that  even  in  a  defen- 
five War  it  may  be  neceflary  to  attack  the  Enemy,  in 
order  to  prevent  their  attacking  us ;  but  this  can  never 
be  the  Cafe,  where  it  is  vaftly  difficult  for  us  to  attack 
the  Enemy,  and  ftill  more  difficult  for  the  Enemy  to 
attack  us ;  which  is  the  very  Cafe  at  prefent.  It  is  ex- 
tremely difficult  for  the  Queen  of  Hungary  to  attack 
France,  becaufe  of  the  long  Way  her  Army  muft  march, 
the  great  River  it  muft  pafs,  and  the  many  fortified 
Towns  it  muft  befiege  and  take,  before  it  can  make 
any  confiderable  Impreffion  upon  that  Kingdom ;  but 
it  is  ftili  more  difficult  for  the  French  to  attack  the 
Queen  of  Hungary  in  Bohemia  or  Bavaria,  becaufe  of 
the  long  March  their  Army  muft  make  to  come  at 
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thofe  Countries,  the  Difficulties  it  would  meet  with  to     Anno  17. 
get  Subfiftence,  and  the  Danger  it  would  be  in  of  be-  ^eo.  ii.  1743. 
ing  totally  deftroyed,  in  Cafe  of  a  Defeat,  by  having  V— — y— — ' 
jio  Place  of  Safety  to  retreat  to ;  and,  principally,  by 
rcafon  of  the  Jealoufy  it  might  excite  in  the  German 
Princes,  if  they  faw  fuch  numerous  Armies  of  French 
marching  into  their  Country,  as  would  be  neceflary  to 
make  a  fuccefsful  Attack  upon  the  Queen  of  Hungary 
in  Bohemia  or  Bavaria. 

<  In  like  manner.  Sir,  it  is  difficult  for  the  King  of 
Sardinia^  though  affifted  by  the  Queen  of  Hungary,  to 
make  an  Attack  upon  France,  becaufe  of  the  Rugged- 
nefs  of  the  French  Country  upon  that  Side,  and  the 
many  fortified  Towns  by  which  their  Frontier  is  guard- 
ed ;  but  it  is  much  more  difficult  for  the  French  to  at- 
tack him,  becaufe  his  Country  is  ftill  more  rugged, 
and  becaufe  of  the  many  infurmountable  Mountains, 
and  long  narrow  Defiles,  their  Armies  muft  pafs  through; 
and  when  they  had,  with  infinite  Lofs,  forced  their 
Way  through  all  of  them,  which  would  be  almoft  im- 
poffible,  if  the  Pafles  were  well  fortified  and  guarded  by 
a  numerous  Army  :  I  fay,  when  the  French  had  forced 
their  Way  through,  in  order  to  attack  the  Queen  of 
Hungary's  Dominions  in  Italy,  it  would  be  impoffible 
for  them  to  fubfift  their  Army  there,  unlefs  they  were 
Matters  of  the  Mediterranean,  which  they  can  never 
be,  as  long  as  we  have  fuch  a  fuperior  Navy. 

'  Does  not  every  one  fee.  Sir,  that  in  thefe  Circum- 
ftances  it  is  the  Eufinefs  both  of  the  Queen  of  Hungary 
and  King  of  Sardinia  to  provoke,  rather  than  make 
an  Attack.  For  what  Purpofe  (hould  either  of  them 
make  an  Attack  upon  France  ?  To  compel  the  French 
and  their  Allies,  it  is  faid,  to  agree  to  reasonable  Terms 
of  Peace.  Sir,  they  muft  do  fo  in  a  fhort  Time,  if  no 
Attack  were  to  be  made  upon  them.  I  am  perfuaded, 
they  would  do  fo  now,  and  will  do  fo,  if  we  defire 
nothing  more  than  to  fecure  the  Qiieen  of  Hungary  in 
the  PoSeffion  of  what  now  properly  belongs  to  her.  I 
have  (hev/n  how  difficult  and  dangerous  it  is  for  the 
French  to  make  an  Attack  either  upon  the  Queen  of 
Hungary  in  Bavaria,  or  the  King  of  Sardinia  in  Pied- 
mont ;  yet,  difficult  aud  dangerous  as  thefe  Attacks  are, 
the  French  muft  rnake  them  both,  if  they  are  refolved 
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Anno  17 .      to  Continue  the  War.     If  they  do  not  attack  the  Quecf! 
Geo.  11.  1743.    o{  Hungary  in  Bavaria^  the  Emperor  will   think  hirn- 

^^^  ^  ■*  felf  abandoned,  and  will  come  to  an  Accommodation 
with  the  Queen  of  Hungary  upon  any  Terms,  in  order 
to  recover  his  hereditary  Countries.  On  the  other 
Hand,  if  they  do  not  fupport  the  Spaniards^  and  join 
with  them  in  attacking  the  King  of  Sardinia^  and  affer 
him  the  Queen  of  Hungary'?,  Dominions  in  Italy^  the 
Court  of  Spain  will  think  itfelf  abandoned,  and  will 
come  to  an  Accommodation  upon  any  1  ern^s,  both 
with  us  and  the  Queen  of  Hungary.  Nay,  both  the 
Emperor  and  ^mn  may  out  of  Revenge  refolve  to  join 
in  an  ofFenfive  Alliance  againft  France^  if  it  Ihould  be 
thought  proper  to  form  any  fuch  Alliance. 

'  When  I  confider  thefe  Things,  Sir,  I  cannot  help 
wondering,  what  put  it  in  our  wrong  Heads  to  fend  our 
Troops  to  Flanders^  or  to  form  an  Army  in  that  Coun- 
try. Flanders  is,  of  all  others,  the  Place  where  France 
may  with  the  greateft  Eafe,  and  moft  Benefit  to  itfelf, 
nay,  and  moft  Prejudice  to  this  Kingdom,  attack  the 
Queen  of  Hungary.  It  is  the  Country,  where,  of  all 
others,  we  ought  to  have  been  mofi:  cautiouiof  provoking 
an  Attack.  Flanden  would  have  been  fecured  by  the 
■Dutch  Neutrality,  if  we  had  formed  no  Army  there;  but 
hy  forming  an  Army  there,  we  furnifh  the  French  with 
an  Excufe  for  attacking  it,  which  will  be  admitted  as  a 
good  one  by,  at  leaft,  all  their  Friends  in  Holland  % 
and,  after  being  thus  provoked,  the  Conquefts  they 
may  make  there,  will  not  give  near  fo  much  Umbrage 
to  the  neutral  Princes  of  Europe^  as  they  would  have  done^ 
had  the  Attack  been  begun  without  any  Provocation. 

«  Our  Army  in  Flanders  has,  therefore,  in  my  Opi- 
nion, Sir,  done  much  more  Harm  to  the  Common 
Caufe,  than  it  ever  can  do  Service;  whereas,  if  we 
had  never  thought  of  forming  an  Army  there,  or  of 
taking  any  foreign  Troops  into  our  Pay  for  that  Pur- 
pofe,  but  had  fent  the  Money  that  Army  has  coft  us, 
to  the  Queen  of  Hungary^  and  King  of  Sardinia^  their 
Armies  would  by  this  Time  have  been  fo  numerous, 
and  the  ftrong  Places  and  Defiles  in  the  Country  of  the 
latter  fp  well  fortified,  that  the  French  would  have 
found  !t  impojfTible  for  them  to  think  of  making  a  fuc- 
cefsful  Attack  upon  either ;  and,  confequently,  would 
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have  been  glad  to  have  agreed  to  a  Peace,  upon  fuch     Amo  iy. 

Terms  for  their  Ally  the  Emperor,  as  even   we  our-  ^'^°'  ^^-  '^''^3*^ 

felves  muft  have  thought  reafonable.    And  if  the  Queen 

of  Spain  had  found  it  impoffible  for  her  to  accomplifh 

her  Views  upon  Italy,  by  the  Means  of  France^  and  all 

the  Hopes  that   have  been   given   her,  thereby  difap^ 

pointed,  her  Refentment  would  have  induced  her  to 

agree  to  the  beft  Terms  of  Peace  with  us,  that  we  could 

with  any  Shadow  of  Reafon  infift  on. 

'  For  this  Reafon,  Sir,  if  France  and  the  Emperor 
have  not  already  offered  Terms  of  Peace,  or  fuch  as 
may  ferve  as  Preliminaries  for  treating  and  concluding 
a  general  Peace,  I  am  convinced,  that  the  moil  efrec- 
tual  Way  we  can  take  for  inducing  both  of  them  to 
accept  or  offer  fuch  Terms,  is  to  put  a  Negative  upon 
this  Motion,  to  come  immediately  to  a  Refolution,  to 
add  5  or  600,000/.  to  the  Subndies  allowed  to  the 
Queen  oi  Hungary ^  and  King  of  Sardinia',  and  at  the 
fame  Time  to  addrefs  his  Majefly,  to  call  home  his 
Troops  from  Flanders,  I  fhali  grant.  Sir,  that  to  dif- 
band  our  Army,  in  order  to  obtain  a  fpeedy  and  ho- 
nourable Peace,  feems  at  firft  View  to  be  a  little  para- 
doxical 5  but  when  we  confider,  that  cur  Army  never 
did,  nor  ever  can  ferve  for  any  Thing,  but  to  exhauft 
that  Treafure,  which  may  be  ufefuUy  employed  another 
Way  J  that  the  difmiffing  of  an  ufelefs  Army  will  very 
much  increafe  thofe  Armies  that  can  alone  be  ufeful, 
and  that  our  Army  may  divert  the  War  from  that 
Channel,  where  it  is  our  Interefl  to  have  it  carried  on^ 
and  turn  it  into  that  Channel,  where  it  is  the  Intereft 
of  the  Common  Enemy  to  have  it  carried  on  :  I  fay, 
when  we  confider  thefe  Thing?,  the  Paradox  difappears, 
and  Reafon  and  true  Policy  refume  their  Place. 

«  Thus,  Sir,  we  may  fee,  that  our  rejeding  this 
Motion,  and  difmiffing  thefe  Hanoverians,  inflead  of 
difTolving  the  Alliance,  as  the  Hon.  Gentleman  was 
pleafed  to  call  it,  though  like  the  Produ(Si:ions  of  the 
Nile,  it  feems  to  be,  as  yet,  but  half- formed  :  I  fay, 
inftead  of  diflblving  the  Alliance,  it  would  cement  i'tj 
as  to  every  one  of  the  Parties  concerned.  The  Queen. 
oi  Hungary,  and  King  oi  Sardinia ^  would  at  fiill:  have 
chofe  to  have  had  our  Money  rather  than  our  Troops, 
which,  from  the  Reafon  of  Things,  1  may  alTert,  ar.d 
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Anno  17.  have  ground  to  afTert  from  what  I  have  heard,  has  been 
Geo.  II.  1743.  dropt  by  Tome  of  their  Minifters,  though  their  Minifters 
are  as  cautious  in  their  ExprefEons  as  poflib'e,  becaufe 
both  are  certainly  vi^illing  to  take  our  Afliftance,  in 
any  Manner  our  Minifters  will  pleafe  to  give  it ;  and 
if  our  Minifters  refolve  that  Hanover  {hall  be  a  Gainer 
by  any  Part  of  the  Afliftance  we  give,  our  Allies  muft 
accept  of  it  in  that  Manner,  though  they  fee,  that  it 
can  be  of  little  or  no  Service  to  them.  It  is  -therefore 
evident,  that  this  Change  of  Meafures  will  cement  the 
Alliance  between  us,  and  the  Queen  of  Hungary^  and 
King  of  Sardinia  ;  and  as  to  the  Dutch^  it  will  not  only 
cement  our  Alliance  with  them,  but  unite  us  in  the 
fame  Meafure.  The  Dutch^  Sir,  have  always  been 
for  aflifting  the  Queenof  Hungary  with  their  good  Of- 
fices, for  obtaining  reafonable  Terms  of  Peace,  and 
with  their  Money  for  fupporting  the  War,  till  fuch 
Terms  can  be  obtained.  They  never  thought  of  aflift- 
ing  her  with  Troops,  till  our  mad  Schemes  made  them 
afraid,  left  France  (liou Id  obtain  fuch  a  fignal  Advantage 
over  us,  as  might  encourage  her  to  enlarge  her  Views, 
and  form  Defigns  that  might  really  be  of  dangerous 
Confequence  to  the  Liberties  of  Europe,  The  Affair 
of  Dettingen  gave  them  the  Alarm  :  They  were  afraid, 
left  France  might  again  catch  our  Army  in  fuch  a  Trap, 
as  they  had  like  to  have  caught  it  in,  at  that  Place  > 
therefore,  they  fent  a  Body  of  their  Troops  to  the 
Upper-Rhine,  not  to  join  Vvith  us  in  attacking  France^ 
but  to  prevent  the  French  from  attacking  our  Army. 

'  f  muft  not  conclude.  Sir,  without  taking  fome  No- 
tice of  the  terrible  Hobgoblin,  the  Hon.  Gentleman 
was  pleafed  to  frighten  us  with  :  I  mean,  that  of  our 
being  engaged  in  a  War  with  the  united  Power  of 
France  and  Spain^  and  without  one  Ally  to  affift  us,  by 
which,  he  faid,  the  War  would  be  tranflated  from  the 
Continent  to  this  Ifland.  Sir,  from,  the  whole  Tenor 
of  Negotiations  and  Treaties,  that  Gentleman  was  en- 
gaged in  for  twenty  Years  together,  1  have  fome  Rea- 
fon  to  think,  that  he  and  his  Friends  have  but  a  mean 
Opinion,  both  of  the  Strength  and  Courage  of  their 
Country.  Thank  God  !  I  have  a  better  Opinion  of 
both  s  and,  therefore,  i  have  the  Pleafure  to  think, 
that  if  our  Marine  vrere  put  upon  a  good  Footing,  and 
5  t^^ 
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the  beft  Ufe  made  of  our  Navy,  we  have  nothing  to     Anno  17, 
fear  from  both  thefe  Nations  combined  together  againii  f '"'"J^'J^l" 
us.     Their  Land-Armies,  in  which  their  Strength  con- 
fifls,  could  be  of  no  Service  to  them  againft  this  Nation, 
unlefs  they  were  Matters  at  Sea,    which   they  never 
could  be,  if  we  managed  right,  becaufe  we  have  three 
Times  more  Ships  of  War  already  built,  and  thrice  as 
many  Seamen  as  both  put  together;  and  I  am  fure,  we 
can   build  and  refit  fafler  than  they  can.     Bux  of  all 
Things  I  {hould  be  glad  to  know,  how  they  could  tran- 
fiate  the  War  to  this  liland  ?  Can  they  march  an  Army 
over  from  Calais  to  Dover  f  Can  they  waft  it  over  in 
Cockh-Shelh?  1  am  fure,  they  cannot  in  Ships,  at  leaft 
fuch  an  Army  as  would    be  fufficient   for   conquering 
this  Ifland  ;  and  if  any  of  their  7  roops  fhould  be  landed 
by   Stealth,  they  muft  conquer,  or   be  made  Prifoners 
of  War.     The  Hon.  Gentleman  muft  therefore,  and  I 
wonder  he  did  not,  call  the  Pretender  and  the  Jacobites 
to  his  Aid,  in  order  to  make  his  Hobgoblin  any  Way 
terrible. 

<  In  Cafe  of  fuch  a  War,  Sir,  I  will  fay,  it  would 
be  right  in  us,  not  to  feek  for  any  Ally  upon  the  Con- 
tinent, unlefs  we  could  form  fuch  a  Confederacy  upon 
the  Continent,  as  would  be  able,  with  a  v^ry  little 
Afliftance  from  us,  to  engage  in  a  Land  War  againft 
France  and  Spain ^  with  a  probable  View  of  Succefs  j. 
for  a  Land  War,  which  muft  be  fupported  almoft  en- 
tirely at  our  Expence,  will  always  do  us  more  Harm 
than  Good  ;  becaufe  it  diverts  us  from  profecuting  the 
War  in  that  Manner,  which  is  moft  natural  to  us,  and 
which  is  the  only  Manner  of  profecuting  a  War,  hj 
which  this  Nation  can  exped  to  reap  any  Advantage 
for  itfelf  in  partitular. 

'  To  conclude.  Sir  :  What  we  have  moft  to  fear, 
may  be  brought  upon  us,  by  our  prefent  Mechpd  of 
afiifting  the  Queen  of  Hungary.  Tlie  Danger  we  have 
moft  to  fear  is,  our  being  left  engaged  by  ourfelves 
alone,  in  a  War  ?Lg2iu\{k^  Francs  and  Spain,  after  our 
Treafures  have  been  exhaufted,  and  our  public  Credit 
funk,  by  an  unfuccefsfui  Land  War,  to  fuch  a  Dcg;ree, 
as  to  difable  us  from  fitting  out,  or  keeping  cur  Navy 
at  Sea.  This  may  really  tranfl-ite  the  W^ar  from  the 
Continent  to  this  Ifland  ;  and  this  may  probably  be  the 

Q,  Confe- 
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Anno  17.  Confequence  of  our  purfuing  any  longer  the  Scheme  we 
Ceo.  II  1743.  novv  fec-m  to  be  engaged  in.  By  our  taking  a  wrong 
"^'^"'^  Method  for  affifting  the  Queen  of  Hungary^  both  fhe, 
and  the  King  of  Sardinia^  may,  at  laft,  be  over- 
powered, and  forced  to  conclude  a  feparate  Peace,  up- 
on any  Terms  France  zv\ A  htv  Alhes  ftiall  pleafe  to  pre- 
fcribe;  and  this,  after  we  have  ftretched  our  Public  Cre- 
dit to  its  utmoft  Length,  in  giving  them  an  ufelefs,  but 
expenfive  Support :  Can  we  think,  that  fuch  an  Event 
would  not  have  a  fatal  Effe61:  upon  our  public  Credit, 
when  fo  ftretched  to  its  utmofl  Length  ?  Sir,  it  would 
certainly  ruin  it  at  once,  and  reduce  all  our  Paper-Cur- 
rency to  its  primitive  Nothing  ;  fo  that  we  fhould  be  le/c 
engaged  in  a  War,  by  ourfelves  alone,  againft  France 
and  Spain,  at  a  Time  when  our  Government  could  not, 
perhaps,  raifeor  borrow  50,000 /.  to  fit  out  a  Squadron. 
This,  Sir,  is  no  imaginary,  it  is  a  real  Danger,  a  Dan- 
ger we  may  very  probably  be  thrown  into,  if  we  con- 
tinue to  purfue  the  fame  Meafures ;  and  therefore,  to 
prevent,  as  far  as  lies  in  my  Power,  our  being  brought 
into  this  Danger,  I  fhall  give  my  Negative  to  the  Mo- 
tion/ 

Refolution  a-         A  Motion  was  then   made,  and  the  Queftion  being 
freed  lo.  pyt^  That  the  Debate  be  adjourned  till  Monday  Morn- 

ing next ;  it  was  carried  in  the  Negative,  by  a  Majority 
of  266  to  178.     Then  the  faid   Refolution  of  the  faid 
Committee   was,    upon   the  Queftion  put   thereupon, 
agreed  to  by  the  Houfe. 
Account  of  the       7^«-  ^3.  Mr.  Zffi^«/>  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  pur- 
Difpofai  of  the    fuant  to  their  Addrefs  to  his  Majefty,  An  Account, 
Money  given  for  ^g^jj^g  how  the  Money,  given  for  the  Service  of  the 
'^  Year   1743,  hath  been  difpofed  of,  diftinguifhed  under 

the  feverai  Heads,  until  the  23d  Day  of  January,  I743» 
and   the  Parts  thereof   remaining  unfatisfied,  with  the 
Deficiency  thereupon  ;  which  was  ordered  to  lie  upon 
the  Table  to  be  perufed  by  the  Members. 
Bill  for  a  Fund        J^^-  M-  Ordered,  That  Leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a 
for  Widows,  &c.  Bill  for  raifmg  and  eftablifhing  a  Fund  for  the  Widows 
of  the  Clergy  of  ^nd  Children  of  the  Minifters  of  the  Church  of  Scotland, 
Scotland.  ^^ J  ^^  ^^^  j^g^^^^  Principals,  and  Mafters  of  the  Univer- 

fities  of  St.  Andrevus,  Glafgow,  and  Edinburgh:  And  that 
the  Lord  Advocate  of  'Scotland^  the  Lord  George  Graham^ 

Bris. 
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ferig.  G^n.   Oglethorpe,    Mr.  Ojwald,  Mr.   Srot,   Mr.      Anno  17. 
Archibald  Stewart,  Mr.  Maule,  Mr.  Mure,  Mr.  Grant,  Geo.  il.  1743. 
and  Mr.  Mack'ie  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  f:ime.  L-«— v-*-~*-^ 

y^«.  25.  Mr.  Comyn,  Accomptant-General  of  the 
Excife,  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  purfuant  to  order,  aa 
Account  of  what  Money  has  been  annually  charged,  for 
the  Duty  of  4^.  per  Hogfhead  on  Cyder  and  Perry, 
from  the  firft  laying  it  on  upon  the  firft  Buyer  of  Cyder 
and  Perry,  which  was  ordered  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  to 
be  perufed  by  the  Members.  1 

The  Bill  for  remedying  fome  Defeats  in  the  A61  of 
43  Eliz.  intituled,  An  A£t  for  the  Relief  of  the  Poor, 
was  read  a  fecond  Time,  and  committed, 

yan.  26.   Ordered,  That  Leave  be  given  to  bring  in  ^i^'   relative  to 
a  Bill  for  the  more  eafy  taking  the  Poll  at  Eledions  of  Jf^^/*'^^  *^  ^'^'=- 
Knights  of  the  Shire  to  ferve  in   Parliament,  for  that      ^' 
Part  of  Great  Britain  called  England:  And  to  reftrain 
the  Partiality,  and   regulate  the  Conduct  of  returning 
Officers  at  fuch  Eledlions.     And  that  Mr.  Robert  IViU 
Hams,  Mr.  Cornewall,  Sir  U^at kin- Williams  Wynne,  and 
Mr.  Grenville,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the   fame ;  to 
whom  Mr.  RobertHarley  was  afterwards  added. 

Jan,  27.  The  Bill  for  raifmg  a  Fund  for  the  Wi- 
dows and  Children  of  the  Minifters  of  the  Church  of 
Scotland,  &c.  &c»  was  r6ad  a  firft  Time.  Refolved, 
that  the  Bill  be  read  a  fecond  Time, 

yan.  31.  The  engrofTed  Bill  to  amend  and  make 
mor,e  effectual  the  Laws  relating  to  Rogues,  Vaga- 
bonds, &c.  &c.  was  read  the  third  Time,  and  feveral 
Amendments  being  propofed,  upon  the  Queftion's  be- 
ing put,  were  agreed  to ;  and  it  was  then  refolved  that 
the  Bill  do  pafs. 

Feb,  2.  The  Bill  for  raifing  a  Fund,  ^c.  for  tjie 
Widows  and  Children  of  the  Minifters  of  the  Church 
of  Scotland^  ^c.  was  read  a  fecond  Time,  and  com- 
mitted. 

Mr.  Francis  Fane  reported  from  the  Committee  of  Refolutions  of 
Supply  the  following  Refolutions,  viz,  i.  That  a  Sum,  J's^^f^^'"'* 
not  exceeding  200,000  /.  be  granted  to  his  Majefty,  to  °     "^^^  ^' 
make  good  his  Engagements  with  the  King  of  Sardinia, 
purfuant  to  Treaty.     2,   That   a   Sum  not  exceeding 
300,000/.  be  granted  to  his  Majefty,  to  make  good  his, 
Q^  2  Engagements 
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Engagements  with  the  Queen  of  Hungary^  for  the  fup- 
port  of  the  Houfe  of  Auflria^  and  reftoring  the  Balance 
of  Power  in  Europe,  3.  That  165,428/.  14  x.  ^  d, 
be  granted  for  the  Charge  of  the  Office  of  Ordnance  for 
Land  Service,  for  174/4.  4.  That  73,924/.  ^  s.  "j-d. 
be  granted  for  tbe  extraordinary  Expence  of  the  Office 
of  Ordnance  for  Land  Service,  not  provided  for  by  Par- 
liament. Which  Refolutions  were  agreed  to  by  the 
Houfe,  after  fome  Amendments  had  been  propofed  to 
the  fitll,  which  were  carried  in  the  Negative. 

Feb.  3.  A  Bill  for  the  more  fpeedy  and  efFedual 
Manning  of  his  Majefty's  Fleet  was  read  a  fecond  Time, 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe. 

Feb,  7.  The  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  came 
to  the  following  Refolution,  mz.  That  towards  raifing 
the  Supply  granted  to  his  Majefty,  the  Propofal  of  the 
United  Company  of  Merchants  of  England^  trading  to 
the  Eaft'Indiesy  for  advancing  the  Sum  of  One  Million, 
upon  fuch  Terms  and  Conditions  as  are  therein  fpecified, 
be  accepted. 

Feb.  10.  The  Malt  Bill,  with  fome  Amendments, 
was  ordered  to  be  engroiled. 

Mr.  Francis  Fane  reported  from  the  Committee  of 
Supply,  the  following  Refolutions,  v'l'z,  i.  Tha£ 
40,000/.  be  granted  to  his  Majefty,  for  the  Mar^ 
liage-Portion  of  the  Princefs  of  Denmark,  2.  That 
192,834/.  10  J.  9^.  be  granted  for  the  Ordinary  of 
the  Navy,  including  Half-Pay  to  Sea- Officers,  for 
1744.  3.  That  10,000/.  be  granted,  upon  Account 
towards  the  Support  of  Greenwich  Hofpital,  ^c,  l^c, 
4.  That  55,827 /.  16  X.  3^7^.  he  granted  for  making 
good  the  Deficiency  of  the  general  Fund,  for  the  Year 
ended  at  Michaelmas,  Jj 4.2.  5.  That  4392 /.  19  j.  ^d, 
be  granted  to  replace  to  the  Sinking-Fund  the  like  Sum 
paid  out  of  the  fame,  to  make  good  the  Defii:iency 
of  the  additi>  nal  Stamp-Duties,  at  Chri/Imas,  1742. 
6.  That  42,000  /.  be  granted,  to  replace  to  the  Sinking;- 
Fund  the  like  Sum  paid  out  of  the  lame,  for  one  Year's 
Intereft  due  on  or  before  Nov.  5,  1743,  on  the  Prin- 
cipal Sum  of  1,200,000/.  lent  on  the  Credit  of  the  Salt 
,Dwty,  towards  the  Supply  of  the  Year  1741.  7.  That 
8295/.  qs.  id.  be  granted,  to  replace  to  the  Sinking- 
Fund  the  like  Sum   paid   oat   of  the  fame,  to   make 

good 
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good  the  Duty  upon  all  Viduailers,  l^c.  l^c.  at  Mid-  Anno  17. 
fummer^  I743i  at  which  Time  the  faid  Duty  was  de-  Geo.  11.^743. 
termined,  and  the  Sum  of  481,400/.  charged  thereon,  ^-''"N'""""*'-^ 
was  transferred  to  the  Duties  on  Licenfes  to  fell  Spiri- 
tuous Liquors,  or  Strong  Walers,  by  retail.  8.  That 
13,870/.  7  J.  be  granted,  to  replace  the  like  Sum  to 
the  Smking-Fund,  paid  out  of  the  fame,  to  make  good 
the  Deficiency  of  the  Duty  of  12  j.  a  Barrel  on  Britijh 
Sweets  at  Michaelmas,  ^743-  9*  That  119,934/.  4'j. 
Aid.  be  granted,  to  make  good  the  Deficiency  of  the 
Grants  for  1743.  10.  That  4000/.  be  granted  to- 
wards the  Finifhing  and  Repairs  of  W eft minjlei'- Abbey. 
II.  That  25,000/.  be  granted  for  finifhing //'^/Zw/r?/^^^ 
Bridge.  12.  That  4000/.  be  granted  for  the  Rcp?ir 
of  the  Church  of  St.  John  the  EvangeliH-,  Wefminfler. 
Upon  the  reading  the  laft  Refolution  a  fecond  Time, 
a  Motion  was  made,  and  the  Queftion  being  put,  that 
the  Houfe  do  agree  with  the  Committee  in  the  faid  Re- 
folution, it  was  carried  in  the  Affirmative,  by  151  10 
135.   Then  they  were  all  agreed  to  by  the  Houfe. 

Feb,  13.   Mr.  Gajhr\\  from  the  CommiiTioners  of  the  ^^coup-t  of  the 
Navy,  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  purfuant  to  ihtir  Order,  i\ umber  cf  Std- 
An  Account  of  the  Number  of  Seamen  employed  in  the  ^^n»  ^'^^ 
Service  of  the  Royal  Navy,  from  Dec.    31,    I74'2,   to 
Dec,  31,   1743,  upon  a  Medium  of  each   Monh,  di- 
ftinguifhing  what  Number  were  borne,  and  what  muf- 
tered    in  the  Service  ;  which  was   ordered    to   he  upon 
the  Table  for  the  Perufal  of  the  Members. 

Mr.  Secretary  at  War  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  ac»  Bill  for  recruit- 
cording  to  Order,  A  Bill  for  the  fpeedy  and  effedual  i''S  u^e  Toiccs. 
recruiting  of  his  Majeih''s  Land  Forces  and  Maiines, 
for  the  Year  1744  ;  and  the  fame  was  received  and  read 
the  firft  Time.  Refolved  that  it  be  read  a  feCond  Time. 
Feb.  14.  The  Malt- Bill  was  read  a  third  Time,  and 
paffed.  The  Bill  for  the  more  fpeedy  and  efilcluai  re- 
cruiting of  the  Land  Forces  and  Marines,  for  1744,  was 
read  a  fecond  Time,  and   committed. 

Ordered,  That  Leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill  for  Mu  iny  Bill  or- 
punifhing   Mutiny   and  Defertion;  and    for  the  better  cicrtu. 
payment  of  the  Army  and   their  Quarters:  And   that 
Mr.  Secretary  at  War,  Mr.    PFimiington,   Mr.  Alonjon^ 
and  Mr.  Boone^  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  f-ime. 

.     0.3  P^^' 
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Anno  1^.  Fth.  15^  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  prefented 

Geo.  II.  17;  3.    thg  following  Meflage  from  his  Majefty  to  the  Hqufe: 

^  G  EO  RG  E    R. 

Ktng^s  MefTage,  «  j^jg  Majefty  having  received  undoubted  Intelli- 
^  gence,  that  the  eldeft  Son  of  the  Pretender  to  his  Crow^n 
'  is  arrived  in  France^  and  that  Preparations  are  making 

*  there  to  invade  this  Kingdom,  in  Concert  with  dif- 
f  affected  Perfoqs  here;  and  that  fuch  Invafion  is  to  be 

*  fupported  by  the  Squadron  of  French  Men  of  War, 
'  which  has  been  cruizing  feveral  Days  in  the  Britijb 
i  Channel  :  His  Majefty  has  judged  it  proper  to  acquaint 

*  the  Houfe  of  Commons  with  an  Intelligence  of  fuch 

*  high  Importance  to  his  Crown,  and  to  the  Peace  and 
f  Security  of  thefe  Kingdoms ;  and  his  Majefty   doubts 

'        *  not,  from  the  experienced  Zeal,  DK^iy^  and  Affection 

*  of  his  faithful  Commons,  that  they  willftrengthen  his 

*  Hands,  and  concur  in  all  fuch  Meafures  as  fball  be  ne- 
^  ceflary  for  difappointing  and  defeating  fo  dangerous  an 

*  Attempt,  and  for  the  Security  of  his  Perfon  and  Go- 

*  vernment,  and  the  B-eligion,  Laws^  and  Liberties  of 

*  thefc  Kingdoms*.  G.  R.^ 

A  MefTage  (after  fome  Debate  upon  an  Amendment 
propofed  to  the  Queftion  for  an  humble  Addrefs  to  his 
Majefty)  was  fent  from  the  Lords,  deft  ring  the  Houfe  to 
continue  fitting  for  fome  Time  ;  and  foon  after  a  fecond 
Meflage  was  brought  by  Mr.  Bafon  Reynolds  and  Mr. 
Juftice  Dennifon^  as  follows  : 

'  Mr.  Speaker, 
*  The  Lords  have  agreed  upon  an  Addrefs  to  be  pre- 
fented to  his  Majefty  :  To  which  the  Lords  defire  the 
f  Concurrence  of  this  Houfe.' 

Which  Addrefs  being  read,  was  ^s  follows : 

*  Moji  Gracious  Sovereign^ 
^  'WT^'*  your  Majefty 's  rnoft  dutiful  and  loyal  Sqb- 

*  VV  je<^5,  the  Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal, 
'  ^nd  Commons^  in  Parliament  aflembled,  return  your 

»  The  fame  MefTage  was  fcnt  to  the  Houfe  of  Lords. 

*  Majefty 


Adc*ci8. 
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*  Majefty  our  humble  Thanks  for  having  been  graci-     Anno  17, 

*  oufly  pleafed   to   acquaint  us,  that  you  have  received     ^°'     '  '743* 

*  undoubted  JnteUigence  of  the  Pretender's  eldeft  Son 
'  being  arrived  in  France^  and  of  the  Preparations  which 

*  are  making  there  to  invade  this  Kingdom,  in  Con- 
'  cert  with  difafFedled  Perfons  here. 

^  As  this  Mark  of  your  Majefty's  jufl:  Confidence  in 

*  us  demands  our  moft  grateful  Acknowledgements,  fo 

*  we  cannot  look  upon  fuch  a  Defign  without  the  ut- 
'  moft  Indignation  and  Abhorrence. 

'  Loyalty,  Duty,  and  AfFedtion   to  your  Majefty  ; 

*  Concern  for  ourfelves  and  our  Pofterity ;  every  In- 

<  tereft  and  every  Motive  that  can  warm  or  engage  the 
'  Hearts  of  Britons  and  Proteftants,  call  upon  us,   on 

*  this  important  Occafion,  to  exert  our  utmoft  Endea- 

*  vours,  that,  by  the  Bleffing  of  God,   your  Enemies 

*  may   be   put    to  Confufion  ;    and   we  do,  with  the 

*  greateft  Sincerity  and  Firmnefs,  give  your  Majefty  the 

<  ftrongeft  Aflurances,  that  we  will,  with  the  warmeft 
«  Zeal  and  Unanimity,  take  the  moft  effectual  Mea- 
«  fures  to  enable  your  Majefty  to  fruftrate  and  defeat  fo 

*  defperate  and  infolent  an  Attempt,  and  to  fecure  and 

*  preferve  your   Royal  Perfon  and   Government,  and 

*  the  Religion,  Laws,  and   Liberties  of  thefe  King- 

*  doms. 
*  And  we  beg  Leave  to  declare  to  your  Majefty,  and 

*  to  the  whole  World,  that  it  is  the  fixed  Refolution 
'  and  Purpofe  of  our  Hearts,  at  the  Hazard  of  our  Lives 
'  and  Fortunes,  to  fupport  and  defend  your  Majefty, 
'  and  your  undoubted  Right  and  Title  to  the  Crown  of 
'  thefe  Realms,  and  the  Proteftant  Succefiion  in   your 

*  Royal  Houfe,  in  Oppofition  to,  and  Defiance  of,  the 

*  Pretender  and  his  Adherents,  and  all  other  your  Ma- 
'  jefty's  Enemies.' 

The  faid  Addrefs  being  read  a  fecond  Time,  it  was  re- 
folved,  NemineContradicente,  That  this  Houfe  doth  agree 
with  the  faid  Addrefs  to  be  prefented  to  his  Majefty,  and 
the  Blank  therein,  (which  fee  in  Italics)  was  filled  up 
with  the  Words  "  and  Commons." 

Feb.  16.  The  Bill  for  raifing  and  eftabliftiing  a  Fund 
for  Provifion   for  the  Widows,  &c.   of  the  Minifters 

0.4  ^f 
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Anno  17.  of  the  Church  of  Scotland,  iffc.  &c.  with  the  Amend- 
G^o.  11,  1743.  ments  made  by  the  Committee,  was  ordered  to  be  in- 
^■""'^^         grofTed. 

F.ftimate  pre-         Feb,  jj.  Lord  5^////72<7)'(f  prefentcd  to  the  Houfe,  pur- 
i:tniti.  fuant  to  their  Order,  an  Eftimate  of  the  Debt  of  the 

Navy,  as  it  flood  on  Dec.  31,  1743,  which  was  or- 
dered to  lie  upon  the  Table  for  the  Perufal  of  the  Mem- 
bers. 

Sir  yohn  Philipps  reported,  from  the  Committee  on 
the  Bill  for  remedying  fome  Defecb  in  the  Act  43  Eiiz. 
intituled,  An  Act  for  the  Relief  of  the  Poor,  that  they 
had  gone  through  the  Bill,  and  made  feveral  Amend- 
ments thereto,  and  he  read  the  Report  in  his  Place. 
(  rdered.  That  fuch  a  Number  of  Copies  of  the  faid 
Bill  be  printed,  as  Ihali  be  fufficient  for  the  Ufe  of  the 
Members  of  the  Houfe. 

Feb.  20.  Mr.  Speaker  reported,  that  both  Houfes  at- 
tended his  MajeOy,  upon  Friday  laft,  with  their  Ad- 
d^^k.,  to  which  his  Majefty  was  pkafed  to  give  this 
moft  gracious  Anfwer  : 

**  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen^ 

Fhank  you  heartily  for  this  zealous  and  affec- 
tionate Addrefs.  I  make  no  Doubt,  but  the 
Vigour  and  Unanimity  which  you  have  expreffed  on 
this  Occafion,  will,  by  the  BleiTmg  of  God,  enable 
"  me  to  defeat  the  evil  Defigns  of  our  Enemies ;  and 
'*  you  may  be  affured,  that  no  Care  or  Precaution  has 
"  been,  or  fliail  be,  wanting  on  my  Part,  for  the  De- 
''  fence  and  Welfare  of  my  Kingdoms.*' 

Refoiuttoiis  of        Mr.  Francis  Fane  reported  from  the  Committee  of 
*'?\v'"'r.'"'^    Ways  and    Means,    the   following  Rcfolutions :     That 
Mcaiis!^  ^^        towards    raifmg  the    Supply  granted    to    his   Majefty, 
I.  There  fhall  be  paid  upon  all  brown  2LW^Muj'cGvadQ^\x- 
g^r,   imported  into  Great  Britain.^   from  any  of  the  Co- 
lonies or  Plantations  in  America.,  a  Duty,  after  the  Rate 
of   is.   bd.  per  Hundicd  Weight,  over  and  above  all 
Cufloms,     Subiidies,     and   Duties,    already    chargeable 
thereupon.      2.   'I'hat  there  (hall   be  paid    for  and  upon 
all  white  Sugar  imported,  t^c.   (as  before)  a  Duty,  after 
the   Rate  of  -j s.   h  d.  per  Hundred  Weight,  over  and 
above,  (as  before).     3.  That  there  fhall  be  psid  for  and 
3  upon 
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upon  all  Sugar-Candy,  and  Sugar  refined,  double  orfingle,     Anno  17. 
in  Loaves,  imported,  ^5^^:.   (as  before)  and  for  and  upon^*^^-  "•  U^'^*. 
all  Sugar  whatfoever,  imported  from  any  other  foreign  ^'^^^ 
Parts,  a   Duty,  after  the   Rate    of   10  s.  />fr  Hundred 
Weight,  over   and  above,  bV.   (as  before).     4.  That 
the  feveral  Duties  now  granted  be  drawn    back  on  the 
Exportation  of  the  refpe<5iive  Sorts  ot  Sugar,  for  which 
the  fame  were  paid,  or   fecured.     5.  That  a   further 
Bounty,  after  the  Rate  of  ^s.  per  Hundred  Weight  be 
allowed  upon  the  Exportation  of  Sugar  refined  in  Great 
Britain :  Which    Refolutions  were  agreed    to    by   the 
Houfe. 

Feb.  21.  An  ingrofled  Bill,  for  raiHng  and  eftablifli- clergy  of  Scot- 
ing  a  Fund  for  a  Provifion  for  the  Widows,  &"€.  of  theland'sBilipafTed. 
Minifters  of  the  Church  of  «S<:ff//^«i,  &€.  t:fc,  was  read 
a  third  Time,  and  paffed. 

Feb.  23.    Mr.  Francis  Fane  reported  from  the  Com-Rgfoiutionofthc 
mittee   of  V/ays  and  Means,  the  following  Refolution^  Committee  of 
w'z.    That  towards   raifing   the  Supply  granted  to  his^^^^^"^^^^"^' 
Majefly,  the  Surplus,  or  Remainder,of  the  Monies,  arifen 
or  to  urife  by  the  additional  Rates  or  Duties  upon  Spiri- 
tuous Liquors,  granted  to  his  Majefty  by  one  Acl  of  the 
laft  Seflion  of  Parliament ;  and  which,  by  one  other  kOz. 
of  the  faid  Seffion,  were  referved  for  the  Difpofition  of 
Parliament,  after  the  feveral  Annuities  charged  thereon 
are  fatisfied,  be  granted  to  his  Majefly.     And  the  faid 
Refolution  v/as  agreed  to  by  the  JBoule. 

Feh.  24.  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  bv  Com- 
mand of  his  Majefty,  laid  before  the  Houfe,  a  Copy  of 
a  Letter  from  the  Duke  of  Neivcajile^  two  Extra6ls 
from  Letters  to  Mr.  Thompfon.,  to  his  Grace,  and  the 
Information  of  Capt.  Alexander  Ridley^  relative  to  the 
Pretender's  eldeft  Son's  Arrival  in,  and  the  defiened  Isi- 
vafion  from  France  5  which  were  read,  and  the  Houfi 
refolved.  That  an  humble  Addrefs  be  prefcnted  to  his  AdJrersonanH- 
Majefty,  That  he  will  be  gracioufiy  pieafsd,  in  this^^"^*^^'"''''^ 
dangerous  and  critical  Corjuncture  of  Affairs,  v;hen  this 
Nation  is  threatened  with  an  Invafion  by  a  French  Power, 
in  Favour  of  a  Popifh  Psetender  to  his  Crovn,  to  aue- 
ment  his  Forces  by  Sea  and  Land,  in  fucn  Manner  as 
he  fhall  think  proper  and  neceffary  ;  and  to  alFure  his 
Majefly,  that  this  Houfe  will  make  good  all  fjch  Ex- 
pences  as  his   Majefly  fhall  be  at,  for  the   Defence  of 

his 
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Anno  I',      his  facred  Perfon,  and   for  the  Security  of  thefe  Kin2- 
Geo.II.  143.    ^^^3^  -  & 

^~  '^~    -'        F^b.  25.  Mr.  Comptroller  reported  to  the  Houfcj  his 
Majefty's  Anfwer  to  their  Addrefs,  as  follows  : 

TheKing^sAn-  *'  T  Y^S  Majefly  thanks  his  faithful  Commoqs  for 
fwer.  *'   SljL  ^^^'^  dutiful    and  afFetSlionate  Addrefs.     The 

*'  belt  Return  he  can  make  them  for  the  Confidence 
^  "  they  rcpofe  in  him,  is  to  affure  them,  that  no  fur- 
"  thcr  Expence  (hall  be  brought  upon  his  People,  on 
"  this  Occafion,  than  what  ihall  be  foqnd  abfolutely 
««  nece/Tary,  for  the  Defence  and  Security  of  thefe 
"  Kingdoms,  and  for  the  Prefervation  of  our  happy 
"  Conflitution." 

Feb.  27,  The  A/Iutiny  Bill  was  prefented,  received, 
and  read  the  firft  Time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  fecond 
Time. 

Feb.  28.  The  Bill  for  remedying  fome  Defeats  in  the 
ABi  43  Eli%.  was  re-committed. 

The  Mutiny-Bill  was  read  a  fecond  Time,  and  comr 
mitted. 
Earl  of  Barry-        Mr.  Chancellor   of  the    Exchequer  acquainted  the 
more  apprehend-  Houfc,  from  his  Majefty,  that  hisMajefty  having  Caufc 
****  to  fufpedl,  ih2il  James  i^didoi  Bar rymore^  a  Member  of 

thisHoufe,  is  guilty  of  treafonable  Pra(5tices,  has  caufed 
him  to  be  apprehended,  upon  a  Sufpicionof  High  Trea- 
Addrefs  thereon.  ^0"^  It  wasrefolved,  That  an  humble  Addrefs  be  pre- 
fented to  his  Majefty,  to  return  his  Majefty  the  Thanks 
of  this  Houfe,  for  communicating  to  this  Houfe,  the 
Reafon  which  has  induced  his  Majefty  to  caufe  the  Earl 
of  Barrymore^  a  Member  of  this  Houfe,  to  be  appre- 
hended ;  and  to-  defire  that  his  Majefty  would  detain 
and  fecure  the  faid  Earl. 
Biiitorecure  fu-  Ordered,  That  Leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to 
f^iai^us  Fcrfons.  impower  his  Majefty  to  fecure  and  detain  fuch  Perfons 
as  his  Majefty  fhall  fufpecSl  are  confpiring  againft  his 
Perfon  and  Government.  The  faid  Bill  was  accordingly 
prefented  by  Mr.  Attorney-General,  which  was  received, 
read  a  firft  and  fecond  Time,  and  committed. 

Feb.  29.    Mr.  Comptroller  reported  to    the  Houfe, 

That  his  Majefty  had  received  their  Addrefs  relative  to 
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the  apprehending  of  the  Earl  of  Barrymore  very  gra-     Anno  17. 
Ciouily.  .         Geo.  II.  ,743. 

Mr.  Secretary  at  War  reported  from  the  Committee  J^'^^^."^*;"  ^ 
on  the  Bill  for  the  more  fpeedy  and  efFedual  recruiting  ingf^ffgd"^ 
of  his  Majefty's  Land  Forces  and  Marines  for  the  Year 
J744,  the  Amendments  which  they  had  dire(5led  him 
to  report  to  the  Houfe,  which  Amendments  were  read 
a  firft  and  fecond  Time,  one  of  them  was  difagreed  to, 
and  the  reft,  with  Amendments  to  feveral  of  them, 
were  agreed  to  by  the  Houfe  ;  and  feveral  Amendments 
were  made  by  the  Houfe  to  the  Bill  j  and  the  Bill,  with 
the  Amendments,  was  ordered  to  be  ingrofted. 

March  I.  An  ingrofTcd  Bill  to  empower  his  Majefty 
to  fecure  and  detain  fuch  Perfons  as  his  Majefty  Ihall 
fufpe6l  are  confpiring  againft  his  Perfon  and  Govern- 
ment, was  read  the  third  Time,  and  pafled. 

March  2.  The  Mutiny  Bill,  with  Amendments,  was 
prdered  to  be  IngrofTed. 

The  ingrofled  Bill  for   the  fpeedy  and  eiFedual  re- j^gj.^yjjjjjg  g-j, 
cruiting  his  Majefty*s  Land  Forces  and  Marines,  for  the  pafled. 
Year  1744,  was  read  a  third  Time,  and  pafled. 

March  5.  Mr.  Francis  Fane  prefented  to  the  Houfe 
a  Bill  for  granting  to  his  Majefty  the  Surplus,  or  Re- 
mainder of  the  Monies  arifen,  or  to  arifc,  by  the  Du- 
ties on  Spirituous  Liquors ;  and  for  eftablifbing  an  Agree- 
ment with  the  Eojt' India  Company,  which  was  read 
the  firft  Time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  fecond  Time. 

March  6.    The  ingrofled  Mutiny  Bill  was  read   the  Mutiny  Bill  paf- 
third  Time,  and  pafled  the  Houfe.  ^^^• 

The  Bill  for  granting  to  his  Majefty  the  Surplus  of 
the  Duties  on  Spirituous  Liquors,  ^<:.  i^c.  was  read  a 
fecond  Time,  and  committed. 

March  8.  Mr.  Francis  Fane  reported  from  the  Com-  Refobtlons  of 
mittce  of  Ways  and  Means  the  following  Refolutions  :  ^^e  Committee 
Tnat  towards  raiflng  the   Supply  granted   to   his  Ma-  ^e^s?'  ^"'^ 
'^Q^yt   I.  1,200,000/.   be  raifed  by  Annuities  at  3/.  per 
Cent,  per  Ann.  and  the  Sum  of  600,000  /.  by  Way  of  a 
Lottery,  to  be  attended  v/ith  Annuities,  after  the  Rate 
of  3  /.   per  Cent,  per  Ann.   which  faid  feveral  Annuities 
fliall   be    transferrable   at    the    Bank  of   England.,  and 
charged  on  the  Surplus  of  the  additional  Rates  and  Du- 
ti-es  on  Spirituous  Licjuors,  granted  to  his  Majefty  by  an 
Ad  of  this  Scifion.     2,  That  36,000  /.  remaining  in 

the 
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Anno  17,      the  Receipt  of  the   Exchequer,  arifen  by  impreft  Mo- 
Geo.   11*.  J 74.3.  ney,  repaid    on   the  Head  of  the   Coinage   Duty,  be 

^- ■v""     ^  granted  to  his  Majefty.    Which  Pleroiutions  were  agreed 

to  by  the  Houfe. 

March  12.  The  Bill  for  granting  the  Surplus  of  the 
Duties  on  Spirituous  Liquors,  ^c.  ^c,  was  ordered, 
with  the  Amendments,   to  be  ingroffcd. 

March  20.  The  Bill  for  remeoy^ng  fome  Defc6i:s  in 
the  Ac^  43  Eliz.  with  the  Amendments,  was  ordered  to 
be  ingrofled. 
Kefoluttons  of         Mr.  Francis  Fane  reported  the  following  Rcfolution 
the  Committee   of  the  Committee  of  Supply,  ziiz.  That  524,023 /.  8  J. 
of  Supply.  2^/.  be  granted  to  his  Majefty,  on  Account  of  the  ex- 

traordinary Charges  of  the  Troops  ferving  in  Flanders^ 
incurred  in  the  Years  1742  and  1743,  and  not  provided 
for  by  Parliament.  Which  Rcfolution,  after  a  Divi- 
fion  upon  a  Motion  that  the  Report  be  re-committed, 
which  palled  in  the  Negative,  was  agreed  to  by  the 
Houfe. 

March  22.  Mr.  Fr<77zm  i^^«<?  reported  from  the  Com- 
mittee of  Supply,    the  following  Rcfulutions,     i.  That 
■274,830/.  17  J.  Tf^d.  be  granted  for  maintaining  hisMa- 
jeily's  Forces  and  Garrifons  in  the  Plantations,  Minorca^ 
and  Gibraltar^  and  for  Provifions  for  the  Garrifons  o^ An- 
?iapolis  Royal,  Canfo,  Flaceniia^  Providence,  GibraltciTy 
Georgia,  ?Lnd  Rattan,  for  1744.     That  66,109/.    13^. 
10  d.  be  granted,  on  Account  of  extraordiriary  Services 
incurred   in  Georgia,   for  the  Prefervation   and  Defence 
of  his  Majcfty'b  Dominions  on  the  Continent  of  North 
Jmerica,  from    Sept.   22,   1748,    to    Sept.   29,    1743* 
and  not  provided  for  by  Parliament.    3.  That  19,108  /. 
185.  4^'.   be  granted,    for  the   Charge  of  two  Troops 
of  Rangers,     one    Highland  Company,    Half-Gallies, 
Boatmen,    tffc.   &c.  t^c,    to   be  employed    in  Georgia 
for    the  Year    1744.      4.  That   37,703/.     IJ  s.   J^d. 
be  granted  for  the   Pay  and  Forage  of  the  General^and 
Staff  Officers  ;  and  like  wife  for  the  Pay  of  the  Officers  of 
the  Hofpiral,  ferving  with  his  Majefty's  Forces  in  Flan- 
ders, for  1744.   5.  That  5460/.  be  granted  for  providing 
331  Horfes,   lolt  at  the  Battle  of  Detiingen.     6.  That 
•  20,959/.  4;.  Si^'  be  granted,  for  defraying  extraordi- 
nary Expences  and  Services  of  his  Majefty's  Land  Forces 
in  Great  Britain, Minorca  fiibraltar^  and  the  Plantations, 
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incurred  Anno  1743,  not  provided  for  by  Parliament. 
7.  That  12,102/.  Of.  2d.  be  granted,  for  Pay  of  Ar- 
tillery People  and  Stores,  provided  by  the  Office  of  Ord- 
nance, and  towards  building  Fortifications  to  fecurethe 
new^  Settlement  at  Rattan^  for  the  Year  1744.  Which 
Refolutions  were  agreed  to  by  the  Houfe. 

Jpril  3.  Mr.  Speaker  reported  that  the  Houfe  had 
attended  his  Majelty  in  the  Houfe  of  Peers,  purfuant  to 
his  Majefty's  Command  ;  when  his  Majefty  was  pleafed 
to  make  the  following  moft  gracious  Speech  from  the 
Throne,  which  Mr.  Speaker  read  to  the  Houfe. 

'^  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen^ 
*'  rW^  H  E  Preparations  which  were  fo  long  carried  on  Ring's  Speeds, 
*'  JL  ^"  France^  to  invade  this  Kingdom,  in  Favour 
*'  of  a  Popifh  Pretender,  have  at  laft  been  foliov/ed 
*'  with  a  Declaration  of  War  by  that  Crown  againft 
*'  me.  The  Duty,  AfFeclion,  and  Zeal,  for  me  and 
*'  my  Family,  which  have  been  fo  fully  and  cordially 
"  exprefTcd  in  the  unanimous  Refolutions  of  both 
"  Hcufes  of  Parliament,  and  in  the  loyal  andfeafonable 
"  AddrefTes  of  all  my  good  Subjeds,  ought  to  have 
*'  convinced  our  Enemies,  how  ill-grounded  any  Hopes 
"  of  Succefs  were,  with  which  they  might  haye  vainly 
*'  flattered  themfelves  in  fuch  an  Attempt.  To  me  it 
*'  is  the  trueft  Satisfa61:ion,  and  muft  be  the  greateft 
*'  Security  to  my  Government,  that,  jufi:  at  the  Time 
"  of  entering  into  this  War,  I  have  had  fuch  folemn 
*'  AfTurances  and  Pledges  of  the  Fidelity  and  good  Af- 
*'  fedtions  of  my  People. 

"  Whatever  Colours  may  be  endeavoured  to  be  put 
*'  on  thefe  injurious  Proceedings  of  the  Court  of  jF^'-^Wf:^, 
*'  I  can  appeal  t©  the  whole  World  for  the  Re6i:itude 
"  and  Equity  of  my  Conduct,  always  fleadily  direded 
'^  to  the  Defence  of  the  ancient  Allies  of  my  Crown, 
^'  conformably  to  Treaties,  to  the  Prefervation  of  the 
''  Balance  and  Liberties  of  Europe,  and  the  Mainte- 
"  nance  of  the  Commerce  and  ellential  Interefts  of  my 
*'  Kingdoms,  purfuant  to  the  Advice  of  my  Parliament, 
"  without  invading  the  Rights  of  any  ether  Power. 

"  Under  thefe  Circumflances  I  have  declared  War, 
"  on   my  Part,  againft  the  French   King,     and    hav<^ 
"  made  the  proper  Requifitions  ic  my  Allies,  particu- 
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Aiiho  17.      «'  cularly  the  States  General  of  the  United  Provinces, 
ego.  II.  1^7 .'4.   <t  (whofe  firm  Friendlhip  I  have  fo  lately  experienced) 
tojoin  with  me  and  perform  their  Kngagenients  ort 
"  this  important  Occafion." 


Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons^ 
I  take  this  Opportunity  to  thank  you  for  theRea- 
**  dinefs  and  Difpatch,  with  which  you  have  already 
*'  granted  me  fuch  large  Supplies,  and  that  on  Terms  fa 
''  advantageous  to  the  Public,  although  we  were  then 
*'  a<5tLiaHy  menaced  with  an  Invafion.  It  would  give 
*'  me  the  utmoft  Concern  to  fee  our  Expenccs  en- 
*'  creafed  by  this  new  Event  ;  but  if  you  flball  find  any 
*'  Thing  further  necefTary  for  the  Support  of  the  Ho- 
*'  nour  of  my  Crown,  and  your  own  Seciirity,  in  the 
•*  prefent  Conjuncture,  I  depend  on  your  wonted  Zeal 
*'  to  provide  for  it." 

«'  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen^ 
<«  In  fo  juft  a  Caufe,  I  rely  on  the  Divine  Prote£lion, 
*'  and  on  your  vigorous  and  efFe<5luaI  Support  and  Af- 
•'  fiftance.  Let  the  Enemies  of  our  Peace,  who  have 
*^  long  afpired  at  the  univerfal  Monarchy  of  Europe^ 
*'  and  envied  the  Liberty  and  flourilhing  Condition  of 
*«  my  Kingdoms  in  particular,  fee,  that  Great  Britain^ 
,**  in  Conjunction  with  her  Allies,  is  able  to  withfland 
«'  and  defeat  their  deflrudive  Projedls.  I  will  do  my 
<«  Part.  I  have  no  Intereft  at  Heart  but  yours  j  and  in 
*'  that  common  Intereft  let  us  all  unite." 

Refolved,  Nemine  C antra  die  ente^  that  an  humble  Ad- 
drefs  be  prefented  to  his  Majefty.  to  return  his  Majefty 
the  Thanks  of  this  Houfe  for  hi^  moft  gracious  Speech, 
^c.  t5fc.  And  a  Committee  being  appointed  to  draw  up 
the  faid  Addrefs,  Mr.  O^^made  the  Report  of  the  fame 
to  the  Houfe,  and  read  it  in  his  Place ;  it  was  afterwards 
delivered  in  at  the  Clerks  Table,  where  the  fame  was 
read,  and  is  as  follows  : 

*  Majl  gracious  Sovereign., 
Aadrefs  thereon.  *  TltT"^'  your  Majefty's  moft  dutiful  and  loyal  Sub- 
<     VV     jeCisj   the  Commons  of  Great  Britain   in 
«  Parliament  aflembled,  beg  Leave  to  return  your  Ma- 
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jefty   our   mofl:   hearty  Thanks  for  your  Majefty's     Arfno  17* 
moft  gracious  Speech  from   the  Throne;  and  to  ex-  ^^°-  ^^•^7'4» 
prefs  our    utmoft  Indignation  and  Refentment,  that, 
after  an  Attempt,  the   moft  perfidious,    to  furprize 
your  Majefty's Kingdoms  by  a  fuddenlnvafion,  in  Fa- 
vour of  the  Pretender,  the  French  King  fhould  publifh 
a  Declaration  of  War,  couched  in  Terms,  injurious 
to  the  Honour  and  Dignity  of  your  Majefty's  Crown, 
Perfon  and  Government,  and  avowedly  founded  upom 
your  Majefty's  having  fupported,  puifuant  to  your  En- 
gagements, an  Ally,  opprefi'ed  by  the  French  King, 
contrary  to  his  Faith,  folemnly  pledged,  and  dearly 
bought. 

«  We  congratulate  your  Majefly  on  the  ready  Af- 
fiftance  your  Majefty  has  lately  received  from  the 
States  General. 

*  We  beg  Leave  alfo  to  return  your  Majefty  our  fm- 
cere  Thanks,  for  having  afterted  the  Honour  of  this 
Nation,  in  declaring  War  againft  the  French  King  ; 
and  for  having,  on  this  important  Occafion,  been 
gracioufly  pleafed  to  make  the  proper  Requifitions  to 
your  Majefty's  Allies,  and  particularly  to  the  States 
General,  united  in  one  common  and  invariable  In- 
tervft  with  this  Nation  :  And  we  cannot  doubt,  but 
that,  by  your  Majefty's  fteadily  purfuing  the  faid  In- 
ftances,  they  will,  from  their  known  Regard  toTrea- 

•  ties,  and  their  juft  Senfe  of  the  impending  Danger, 
'  co-operate  with  your  Majefty,  in  the  moft  vigorous 
■  and  efte6tual  Meafures,  for  checking  the  ambitious 
=  Views  of  Fr^wf^,  and  preferving  the  Liberties  and  Ba- 
'  lance  of  Europe. 

'  Your  faithful  Commons  do  humbly  afTure  your  Ma- 

•  jefty,  that,  in  the  Profecution  of  this  unavoidableWar, 

•  whatever  further  Expences  fhall  be  found  necefTary 
'  for  the  Support  of  the  Honour  of  your  Majefty's 
'  Crown,  and  the  Security  of  this  Nation,  your  Majefty 
'  may  depend  upon  their  moft  ready  and  efFe6iual  Af- 
'  fiftance  ;  fuch  as  they  think  beomes  a  free  and  grate- 
'  ful  People,  in  Defence  of  their  Liberties,  againft  that 
'  Power,  which  has  long  afpired  at  the  univerfal  Mo- 
'  narchy  of  Europe^  and  whcfe  ambitious  Views,  and 
'  deftrudive  Projects,  have  hitherto  been  defeated  by 

*  the 
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Anno  17.      «  the  BleiTing  of  God  on  the  Arms  of  Great  Britain  and 
Geo.  II.  1744.    <.  i^^j.  Allies/ 

Refolved,  That  the  faid  Addrefs  be  prefented  to  his 
Majefty  by  the  whole  Houfe. 

April  6.  Mr.  Speaker  reported,  That  the  Houfe  at- 
tended his  Majefty,  Yefterday,  with  their  Addrefs.  To 
which  his  Majefty  was  pleafed  to  make  the  following 
mofl  gracious  Anfwer  :  , 

'^  Gentlemen, 
Kng's  Anfwer.   "   T  Thank  you  for  thefe  repeated  Aflurances  of  your 
"   X    2^^^  ^"^  Affeaion. 

*'  Your  Unanimity  on  this  Occafion,  will,  I  make 

"  no  Doubt,  have  a  very  good  EffexSt  upon  our  Allies. 

''  You  may  depend    upon  my  Endeavours  to  make 

"  this  War  as  little  burthenfume  to  my  People  as  pof- 

"  fibie." 

Bill  relative  to  Otd^txtd,  Nemius  Contradtcente,  That  Leave  be  given 
the  Pretender's  fo  bring  in  a  Bill,  to  make  it  High  Treafon  to  hold 
*°^^*  Correfpondence  with  the  Sons  of  theTretender  to  his  Ma- 

jefty's  Crown. 
Bill  to  remedy         April'],    An  ingrofied  Bill  for  remedying  fome  Dc- 
Defeasinthe     fe^s  in  the  A6t   43  Eliz.  was   read  the  third  Time  ; 
^^.,p  ^^'^*     -^"  Amendment  propofed    and  agreed  to,  and  the  Bill 
paffed  the  Houfe. 

April  9.    The  Pretender's   Sons  Bill  was  received, 
read,  and  ordered  to  be  read  afecond  Time. 
Refolutions  of        April  10.  Mr.  Francis  Fane  reported  from  the  Com- 
the   Co  .  mittee  niittee  of  Supply  the  fallowing  Refolutions,  viz.  I.  That 
ot  Supply.  31,695  /.   12  i.  be  granted  upon  the  Account  of  the  re- 

duced Officers  of  the  Land  Forces  and  Marines,  for 
1744.  2.  That  3812/.  be  granted  for  paying  of  Pen- 
fions  to  the  Widows  of  fuch  reduced  Officers  of  the  Land 
Forces  and  Marines  as  died  upon  the  Eftablifhment  of 
Half- pay,  in  Great  Britain,  and  who  were  married  to 
them  before  i)^r.  25,  17  16,  for  the  Year  1744.  3.  That 
20,474/.  ijs,  ^  d,  be  granted  for  the  Freight  of 
Tranfports  between  Jan,  i,  1742,  andD^f.  31,  1743- 
4.  That  10,970/.  2  5.  ^\d.  be  granted  for  the  Expence 
of    Viduals    provided  for  theXand    Forces   between 

Jan. 
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Jan.  I,   1742,  and  Dec.  31,  1743;  which  Refolutions     Anno  17. 
were  agreed  to  by  the  Houfe,  <^eo.  II.  1744. 

Jprili2,  The  Pretender's  Sons  Bill  was  read  a  fecond  ^ '    ■** w    — ^ 
Time,  and  committed. 

Jpril  16.  The  faid  Bill,  with  the  Amendments,  was 
ordered  to  be  ingrofTed, 

Mr.  Francis  Fane  reported  the  following  Refolutions  Refolutions  of 
of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means :  That  towards  ^^^  Commire© 
raifing  the  Supply  granted  to  his  Majefty,  I.  i,coo,ooo/.  tl^nir  ^""^ 
out  of  fuch  Monies  as  have  arifen,  or  mall  or  may  arife, 
of  the  Surpluses,  ExcelTes,  or  Overplus  Monies,  com- 
monly called  the  Sinking-Fund,  be  ifTued  and  applied. 
2.  That  all  Borax  and  Camphire,  which  (hall  be  re- 
fined in  Great  Britain^  be  intided  to  the  fame  Draw- 
backs on  Exportation,  p.s  are  now  by  Law  on  a  like 
Quantity  of  unrefined  Borax,  or  unrefined  Camphire, 
exported.  3.  That  the  prcfent  Duties  payable  upon 
Glafs  Beads  (hall  ceafe  and  determine;  and,  in  lieu 
thereof,  there  fhall  be  paid,  for  ail  Glafs  Beads  imported 
inioGreat Britain,  whether  plain  or  manufactured,  mixed 
or  coloured,  the  fame  Subfidics,  Impofitions  and  Du- 
ties, as  are  now  payable  for  great  Bugles  imported. 
Which  Refolutions  were  agreed  to  by  the  Houfe. 

jfprii  17.  An  ingrofTed  Bill  to  make  it  High  Treafon  Pretender's  Soaa 
to  hold  Correfpondence  with  the  Sons  of  the  Pretender  ^'^^  P^^^«^* 
to  his  Majefty's  Crown  was  read  the  third  Time,  and 
the  Houfe  refolved,  Nem.  Con.  that  the  Bill  do  pafs,and 
that  it  be  carried  to  the  Lords,  for  their  Concurrence. 

The  Bill  for  more  fpeedily  and  efFedually  Manning 
his  Majefty's  Fleet,  with  the  Amendments,  and  Amend- 
ments to  fome  of  them,  was  ordered  to  be  ingrofTed 

Jpril  23.  Mr.  Francis  Fane  reported  from  the  Com-  Refoiution  of 
mittee   of   Supply,    the  following    Refoiution :    That  the  Committee 
100,000/.  be  granted  to  his  Majefty,  upon  Account,  °^^"PP^y- 
towards  defraying  the  extraordinary  Charge  of  Forage, 
Waggon-Mon^y  and  other  Expenccs  incurred,  or  to  be 
incurred  for  the  Service  of  the  Year  1744.    Which  Re- 
foiution was  agreed  to  by  the  Houfe. 

Jpril  25.  An  ingrofTed  Bill  for  the  more  fpeedy  and 
efFecSlual  Manning  of  his  Majefty '3  Fleet,  was  read  the 
third  Time. 

R  Jprii 
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Anno  17.  April  26.  Ordered,  That  Leave  be  given  to  bring  In 

Ge».  11.  1741.  ^  gm  ^Qj.  ^.j^g  better  Encouragement  of  Seamen,  in  his 
Biiito~en7our7ge  ^ajefty's  Service,  and  Privateers,  to  annoy  the  Enemy; 
an.'K.vi.ig  t.e  and  that  Dr.  Lee,  and  the  Lord  Baltimore^  do  prepare 
Enemy.  and  bring  in  the  fame.     The  faid  Bill  vi^as  accordingly, 

Jpril  30,  prefented  by  Dr.  Lee,  read  a  firft  Time,  and 
ordered  to  be  read  a  fecond  Time. 

May  I.  The  faid  Bill  was  read  a  fecond  Time,  and 

committed. 

...       r         Mr.  Francis  Fane  reported  the  follow^ing  Refolution 

the  Committee   o^  ^ ^^  Committee  of  Supply  :  That  20,000  /.  be  granted 

of  Supply.  to  his  Majefty,  to  be  applied  to  the  Maintenance  of  the 

Britijh  Forts  and  Settlements  belonging  to  the  Royal 

African  Company  of  England,  on  the  Coaft  of  Africa, 

for  the  Year  1744.     Which  Refolution  was  agreed  to 

by  the  Houfe. 

The  Lords  -^^y  3*    '^^^  Houfe  took  into    Confideration    the 

ciaufes  in  the     Amendments  made  by  the  Lords  to  the  Bill,  intituled. 

Pretender's  Sons  An  A6t  to  make  it  High  Treafon   to  hold  Correfpoa- 

dence  with  the  Sons  of  the  Pretender  to  his  Majefty's 

Crown,  which  were  as  follow,  viz,  P.  3.  1.  8,  after 

M  High  Treafen,"  inftrt  Ciaufes  A  and  B. 

Clause  A. 
And  be  it  further  enaded,  by  the  Authority  afore- 
faid,  That  if  the  eldeft,  or  any  other  Son  or  Sons  of 
the  faid  Pretender  ftiall,  after  the  faid  firft  Day  oi  May, 
land,  or  attempt  to  land,  orfhall  be  found  in  Great  Bri- 
tain or  Ireland,  or  any  of  the  Dominions  or  Territories 
belonging  to  the  Cro.v/n  of  Great  Britain,  or  fliall  be  found 
on  board  any  Ship,  Veflel,  or  Boat,  being  fo  on  board, 
with  intent  to  land  in  Great  Britain  or  Ireland,. or  any 
of  the:  Dominions  and  Territories  aforefaid,  he  and 
they,  refpe6lively,  fhall,  by  Virtue  of  this  hck,  fland 
and  be  adjudged  attainted  of  High  Treafon,  to  all  In* 
tents  and  Purpofes  whatfoever ;  and  fhall  fufFer  and 
forfeit,  as.Perfons,  attainted  of  High  Treafon  by  the 
Laws  of  the  Land,  ought  to  fufFer  and  forfeit. 

C  L  A  U  S  E    B.  , 

And  whereas.  In  and  by  the  faid/ecited  A61,  of  the 
7th  Year  of  the  Reign  of  her  late  Majefly  Queen  Anne, 
it  is  provided  and  enaded^  That  after  the  Deceafe  of 

the 
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tfie  Ptrfon  who  pretended  to  be  Prince  of  JVales,  during  Anno  17. 
the  Life  of  the  Jate  King  Jamesy  and  fince  pretends  to  ^'^^'  ^^  '744- 
be  King  of  Great  Britam  ;  and  at  the  End  of  the  Term 
of  three  Years,  after  the  immediate  Succefiion  to  the 
Crown,  upon  the  Demife  of  her  faid  late  Majefry, 
fhould  take  EfFecSt,  no  Attainder  for  Treafon  ihould 
extend  to  the  Difinheriting  of  any  Heir,  nor  to  the 
Prejudice  of  the  Right  or  Title  of  any  Perfon  or  Per- 
fons,  other  than  the  Right  or  Title  of  the  Offender  or 
Offenders,  during  his,  her*s,  or  their  natural  Lives 
only  :  And  that  it  fliould  and  might  be  lawful  to  every 
Perfon  or  Perfons,  to  whom  the  Right  or  Interefl:  of 
any  Lands,  Tenements,  or  Hereditaments,  after  the 
Death  of  any  fuch  Offender  or  Offenders,  (hould  or 
might  have  appertained,  if  no  fuch  Offender  had  been, 
to  enter  into  the  fame  ;  be  it  further  enabled,  by  the 
Authority  aforefaid.  That  the  faid  Provifion,  fo  made 
by  the  faid  laft  recited  Claufe,  fhall  not  take  Place,  or 
have  any  Operation,  Force,  or  Effect  whatfoever,  un- 
til after  the  Deceafes,  not  only  of  the  faid  Pretender, 
but  alfo  of  his  eldeft,  and  all  and  every  his  other  Son 
and  Sons. 

To  the  Title  of  the  Bill  add,  <«  and  for  attainting 
"  them  of  High  Treafon,  in  Cafe  they  fhall  land,  or 
*'  attempt  to  land,  in  Great  Britain^  or  any  of  the 
''  Dominions  thereunto  belonging  ;  and  for  fufpending 
"  the  Operation  and  Effect  of  a  Claufe  in  the  Aclof 
•'  the  7th  Year  of  the  late  Queen  Armey  for  improving 
''  the  Union  of  the  two  Kingdoms,  relating  to  the  For- 
•'  feitures  for  High  Treafon,  until  after  the  Deceafe  of 
*'  the  Sons  of  the  faid  Pretender." 

The  firft  of  the  faid  Amendments  was  read  a  fecond 
Time,  and,  being  an  ingroffed  Claufe,  was  read  the 
third  Time  ;  and,  upon  the  Queftion  put  thereupon, 
agreed  to  by  the  Houfe.  The  fecond  Amendment  *  was 
read  a  fecond  Time,  and,  being  an  ingroffed  Claufe, 
was  read  the  third  Time,  when  a  Debate  enfued :  And 
Sir  Dudley  Ryder ^  his  Majefty's  Attorney-peneral,  fpoke 
in  Subftance  as  follows  : 

R  2  *  Sir, 

*  This  Amendment  occafioned  a  w^rm  Deb^itq  in  the  Hpufe  0^ 
Peeis. 
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Anno  17.  *    Sir, 

Geo.  II.  £744.       c  Though  the  Bill  now  before  us  went  through  thk 
c^^TT^T^  Houfe  with  great  Unanimity,  yet  as  the  Amendments 

Sir  Dud.  Rvder.  ,  -i^i  uTTr  ^i- 

made  to  it  by  the  other  rloufe,  are  not  only  important, 
but,  I  think,  abfolutely  necellary,  I  (hall  beg  Leave  to 
explain  them  a  httle  ;  and  when  they  are  explained,  I 

'  hope,  they  will  meet  with  a  ready  Concurrence  from 
this  Houfe.  The  firft  material  Amendment,  I  mean 
that  for  attainting  the  two  Soils  of  the  Pretender,  in 
cafe  they  fhould  land,  or  attempt  to  land  in  Great 
Britain,  or  any  of  the  Dominions  thereunto  belonging, 
can  {land  in  nO  need  of  any  long  Explanation,  or  many 

.  Arguments  for  procuring  your  Approbation.  If  they, 
or  either  of  them,  attempt  to  land  in  any  of  his  Ma- 
jefty's  BritiJJ)  Dominions,  we  can  make  no  Doubt  of 
the  Defign  they  will  have  in  View :   We  muft  be  con- 

.  vinced,  that  it  will  be  with  a  Defign  to  raife  or  coun- 
tenance a  Rebellion  againft  his  Majefty's  Government, 
and  therefore,  every  Gentleman  muft  fee  the  NecelTity 
of  declaring  them  guilty  of  High  Treafon,  in  cafe  they 
Hiake  any  fuch  Attempt. 

*  I  ihall,  therefore.  Sir,  fay  nothing  farther  upon  this 
Head  J  but  the  other  Amendments,  by  which  the  EfFe£l 
of  one  of  the  Claufes  in  the  AB.  of  the  7th  of  Queen 
June  is  to  be  fufpended  during  the  Lives  of  the  Pre- 

.  tender's  two  Sons,  will  require  fome  more  Elucidation, 
not  becaufe  it  is  in  ttfelf  obfcure  or  difficult  to   be  un- 

.  derftood,  but  becaufe  of  the  deceitful  Lights  it  has  been 
throv/n  into,  and  the  Clamour  that  has  been  thereby 
raifed   againft   it.       To  niy    great   Surprize,  Sir,    this 
^  Amendment  has  been  reprefented   as  inconiiftent  v^'ith 

Religion^  inconiiftent  with  natural  Juftice,  inconfiftcnt 
with  our  Lav/s,  and  ineonfiftent  with  the  Freedom  of 
our.Conftitution.  Thefe  are  fuch  heavy  Charges,  that 
I  think  my{t\i  obliged  in  Duty  to  the  Crown,  in  Duty 

,  to.  this  Houfe,  and  in  Duty  to  myfeif,  as  1  am  to  pro- 
pofe  agreeing  with  the  other  Houfe  in  this  Amendment 
as  weli  as  the  reft:  I  fay.  Sir,  upon  all  thefe  Accounts 
I  think  myfeif  obliged  to  ftiew,  that  every  one  of  thefe 
Gha/ges  are  falfe,  and  that  what  is  now  propofcd,  is 
not  only  agreeable  to  Religion,  natural  Juftice,  and 
©ur  Laws,  ancient  and  modern,  but  abfolutely  ncceftary 
'i6%-  pccftrving  ti>c  Freedom  of  our  Conftitution.     In 

oEdes 
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order  to  do  this,  if  I  dip  a  little  farther  into  the  Writings  Anm  17. 
of  learned  Men,  and  famous  Lawyers,  than  is  ufual  in  J°-^^^' 
Debates  here,  I  hope  the  Neceflity  I  am  under  will 
excufe  the  Liberty  1  take ;  but  before  I  begin,  I  muft 
obfcrve,  that  by  this  Amendment  it  is  not  propofed  to 
repeal  the  Law  of  the  ych  of  Queen  Anne,  with  regard 
to  Forfeitures  for  Treafon,  but  only  to  fufpend  the 
EfFedt  of  that  Law  for  a  Period,  which  may,  perhaps, 
be  of  longer  Duration  than  the  Period  for  which  it 
ftands  now  fufpended  ;  and,  therefore,  if  I  can  (hew 
that  there  is  nothing  irreligious,  unjuft,  or  inconfiftent 
with  our  Laws  or  Liberties,  in  thofe Forfeitures,  were  they 
to  be  made  perpetual,  I  hope,  it  will  operate  more  ftrongly 
inFavouroftheAmendment  now  under  ourConfideration, 
*  All  that  can  be  faid.  Sir,  againft  Forfeitures  for 
Treafon,  muft  proceed  from  miftaking  or  mifreprc* 
Tenting  the  Nature  of  Punifhments,  and  the  Elnds  for 
which  they  have  been  introduced  into  human  Societies. 
Punilhment  is  faid  to  be  Malum  Pajfionis^  quod  infli^ 
gUur  oh  Malum  Axioms  ;  and  therefore,  in  its  own 
Nature,  it  muft  be  confined  to  the  Perfon  of  the  Cri- 
minal ;  for  whoever  pretends  to  infliiSl  a  Punifhment 
upon  an  innocent  Perfon,  cannot  properly  be  faid  to 
punifti :  On  the  contrary,  he  deferves  to  be  punifhed, 
becaufe  in  fo  doing  he  commits  a  Crime,  or  a  Malum 
'J^ionis  ;  and  for  that  Reafon  ought  to  have  a  Malum 
Pajfionis  infiided  upon  him.  However,  there  are  many 
Misfortunes,  Inconveniencies,  and  LolTcs,  which  inno- 
cent Men  are  fubjedted  to  by  the  Nature  of  Things, 
and  may  be  expofed  to  by  the  Laws  of  Society,  for  the 
Prefervation  or  Welfare  of  the  Society.  As  there  are 
many  Difeafes  that  defcend  from  Parents  to  Children, 
it  is  a  Misfortune  for  a  Child  to  be  born  of  Parents 
afflicted  with  fuch  Difeafes :  It  is  a  Misfortune  for 
a  Child  to  be  born  of  Parents  that  are  poor  and 
indigent;  but  thefe  Misfortunes  are  not  to  be  called 
Punifhments,  becaufe  they  are,  by  the  Nature  of 
Things,  inflicted  upon  innocent  Perfons.  There  are 
others,  as  I  have  faid,  which  innocent  Men  may  be 
expofed  to  by  the  Laws  of  Society  :  Such  were  the  Con- 
finements which  leprous  or  unclean  Perfons  were  ex- 
pofed to  by  the  Jcwijh  Law ;  and  fuch  are  thofe  Con- 
finements which  People  are  fubje<Sted  to  by  our  Law, 
R  3  who 
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Anno  17.  vpho  are  infected,  or  under  Sufpicion  of  being  Infe6led 
Geo  II.  1744.  ^jj.j^  j.|^g  Plague:  Such,  likewife,  are  the  Misfortunes 
*  •  -'  which  attend  Children  who  are  born  of  Slaves,  in  Coun- 
tries where  Slavery  is  eftabliflied :  Such  were  the  Inca- 
pacities of  Children  born  of  Plebeians^  in  the  ancient 
Roman  Commonwealth,  who  could  not  intermarry  with 
the  Patricians,  nor  be  advariced  to  any  of  the  chief 
Pofts  in  the  Government :  And  fuch  are  the  Misfor- 
tunes attending  Children  born  in  this  Country,  of  Pa- 
rents who  happen  to  be  conviited  of  Treafon  ;  becaufe 
by  their  Attainder  they  aredivefted  of  every  Thing  that 
belonged  to  them,  and  therefore  the  Children  are  in  the 
fame  State  as  if  they  had  been  b^rn  of  poor  iuid  indigent 
Parents.  But  none  of  thefe  Misfortunes  can  be  faid  to 
be  Punifhments,  nor  were  ever  called  fo  by  thofe  who 
underftand  any  Thing  of  the  Laws  of  Nature  or  Nations. 
'  Both  the  learned  Grotius^  and  the  learned  Puffendorf^ 
are  clear  upon  this  Subje6i.  The  former,  in  treating 
of  what  he  calls  the  Communication"  of  Punifhments^, 
in  order  to  fhew  that  an  innocent  Man  ought  not  to  be 
made  to  fufFer  for  the  Crime  of  the  Guilty,  diftinguifhes 
between  that  Damage  or  Lofs  which  a  Man  may  fufler 
dire611y,  and  that  which  he  may  fufier  confequentially, 
A  Man  fufFers  direiSlIy,  he  fays,  when  any  Thing  is  taken 
away  from  him,  which  properly  belonged  to  him  \  and 
he  fufl'ers  confequentially,  when  he  lofes  what  he  has  a 
conditional  Right  to,  by  the  Failure  of  the  Condition 
upon  which  he  was  to  have  it :  And  Forfeitures  he  ex- 
prtfsly  mentions  as  a  Damage  or  Lofs  of  this  laft  Sort  ; 
becaufe  Children  have  but  a  conditional  Right  to  their 
Father's  Eftate,  that  is,  provided  the  Father  dies  poi*- 
it'Rtd.  of  it.  For  this  Reafon,  that  learned  Gentleman 
fa)'S,  that  Forfeiture  is  no  Punifliment  upon  the  Chil- 
dren, but  only  a  Damage  which  they  fufFer,  not  direct? 
ly,  but  confequentially,  by  the  Crime  of  the  Father, 
which  prevented  the  Exifling  of  that  Condition  upon 
which  they  were  to  have  had  his  Effate  ;  and  after 
having  thus  diftinguifhed,  he  concludes,  that  no  Man 
who  is  perfe6tly  innocent  can  be  punifhed  for  the  Crime 
of  any  other  Man. 

'  The  learned  Puffendorf^  again,  treats  thisSubje£l  in 
the  fame  Manner,  and  almoft  in  the  very  fame  Words. 
He  diiiinguiihes  between  a  Damage  fufFered  diie(?tly 

»n4 


r  255  ] 

and  confequentfaily  :  "  The  firft  is,  fays  he,  when  a  ^^^"JJ^  ^'7- 

"  Man  is  deprived   of  that   he  has  already   a   proper     ^^'    '^744* 

*«  Right  to:  The  fecond,  when  that  Condition   is  in- 

*'  tercepted,  without  which  he  could  not  enjoy  fuch  a 

"  Right.     Thus,  when  the  Eftate  the  Parents  were 

"  poHefled  of  is  forfeited,  the  Children,  alfo,  feel  the 

*'  Lofs  of  it :  But,  however,  this  is  not  a  Punifhment 

"  properly,  with  refpe(a  to  the  Children,  becaufe  they 

"  cannot   come  to  the   Inheritance   of  their  Father's 

"  Eftate,  unlefs  the  Father  prefervcs  it  for  them  till  he 

*'  dies;  and  therefore,  the  Confifcation  or  Forfeiture 

"  only  intercepts  the  Condition,  without  which,   the 

"  Children  can  have  no  Right  to  the  Father's  Eftate." 

'  To  the  Opinion  of  thefe  two  learned  Moderns,  Sir, 
I  fhall  add  the  Opinion  of  a  very  famous  Man  among 
the  Antients,  I  mean  Marcus  Tullius  Cicero^  who,  in  one 
of  his  Letters  to  Brutus^  approves  of  the  Forfeiture  of 
Lepidusy  and  fays,  it  was  as  juft  to  reduce  his  Children 
to  a  State  of  Want  and  Mifery,  as  it  was  in  the  Jthe- 
nians  to  reduce  the  Children  of  Themiftocles  to  that 
wretched  State ;  to  which  he  adds,  that  this  was  an 
ancient  and  general  Cuftom  in  all  Commonwealths ; 
from  whence,  I  think,  I  may  infer,  that  the  Forfeiture 
of  Traitors  was  a  Law  which  prevailed  among  the  Ko- 
mans,  long  before  the  Eftablifhment  of  their  Empire^ 
and  that  this  Law  was  eftabliftied  among  the  Jews^ 
even  in  King  David's  Time,  is  evident  from  the  Story 
oi MephibsJIoethy  and  his  Servant  Ziba  ;  for,  from  thence, 
we  find,  that  the  Eftate  of  Saul  had  been  forfeited,  but 
was  reftored  to  Mephihojheth,  for  his  Father  Jonathan\ 
Sake,  ai)d  was  again  taken  from  him  by  a  new  For- 
feiture, on  a  falfe  Suggeftion  of  Ziba's, 

'  Having  thus  (hewn.  Sir,  that  the  Forfeiture  of  a 
guilty  Father  cannot  be  looked  on  as  a  Punifhment  upon 
the  innocent  Children,  it  can  no  Way  be  faid  to  be  in- 
confiftent  with  Religion,  efpecially  that  Precept  deli- 
vered to  the  Jewsy  v/hich  forbids  punifhing  the  Father 
for  the  Son's  Iniquity,  or  the  Son  for  the  Father's. 
That  Law  was  certainly  meant  againft  fubjeding  either 
the  one  or  the  other  diredtly  to  any  Lofs,  Damage,  or 
Inconvenience,  for  the  Crime  of  the  other,  and  not 
againft  that  confequential  Damage,  which  is  brought 
upon  the  Son  by  the  Forfeiture  of  the  Father  ;  and,  as 
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Anno  17.  I  have  fiiewn' that  Forfeitures  have  been  approved  of 
^^^'1!'  U'^"^',  ^y  ^^^  n\o{^  learned  Lawyers,  both  ancient  and  modern, 
and  were  e{iabliO)cd  in  the  Jewyh^  Grecian,  and  Roman 
Commonwealtiis,  no  Gentleman  can,  I  think,  have 
the  Confidence  to  aver,  that  they  were,  or  are,  incon- 
Ment  with  natural  Juflice,  or  the  Liberties  of  a  free 
People. 

'  The  next  Thing  I  am  to  fhew.  Sir,  is,  that  they 
are  confonant  to  the  Laws  of  this  Kingdom,  both  an- 
cient and  modern.  Here,  indeed,  I  am  at  fome  Lofs 
what  Gentlemen  may  mean  by  our  ancient  Laws  ;  and 
therefore,  that  I  may  not  be  a  ecu  fed  of  any  Neglect,  I 
fliall  go  as  far  back  as  I  can.  I  think,  I  may  be  very 
fure,  that  no  Man  can  tell  what  our  Laws  were,  or 
ivhether  we  had  any,  before  the  Romans  came  amongfl: 
ns :  If  Gentlemen  mean  by  our  ancient  Laws,  the  Laws 
ivhich  prevailed  amongil  us,  whilft  we  were  fubjedl  to 
the  Romans^  then  certainly,  the  Law  of  Forfeiture  for 
Treafon  was  eflablifeed,  becaut'e  it  was  then  a  Part  of 
the  Roman  Lav/.  If  we  come  to  the  Laws  of  the  Saxons^ 
and  fay,  that  thefe  were  the  ancient  Laws  of  this  King- 
dom, I  think  the  Point  may  be  as  ppfttively  determined 
in  Favour  of  Forfeitures  ;  for  that  the  feudal  Cuftoms 
prevailed  among  the  Saxons^  as  well  as  among  their 
ether  northern  Neighbours,  is,  in  my  Opinion,  clear 
to  a  Demonftration  ;  and  it  is  certain,  that  by  the  feudal 
Law,  the  Forfeiture  of  the  Eftate  was  the  certain  Con- 
fequence  of  any  Breach  of  Fealty  in  the  Tenant,  or 
Vaflal.  If  we  refer  to  the  Fragments,  flill  remaining, 
of  the  Saxon  Laws  that  were  eftablifhed  in  this  King- 
dom, the  Point  will  be  as  clear  in  my  Favour.  It  is 
very  true,  th  t  from  thefe  Fragments  it  appears,  that 
Fines,  or  Mulcts,  were  the  Punifhments  inBidted  upon 
moft  Crimes;  but  ftiil  there  were  fome  that  were  pu- 
nifhable  with  Death,  or  Forfeiture  of  Eilatf,  at-d  fome- 
times  with  both.  ]^y  a  Law  of  King  /k^'s,  it  is  ex- 
'prefsly  enacted.  That  whoever  fights  in  tl  e  King's  Pa. 
lace,  ihall  lofe  his  Iniieritance  :  Hiereditaiem  perdat^ 
are  the  Words  of  the  Law.  And,  by  a  Law  of  the 
famous  King  yllfred's^  it  is  enacted  in  thefe  Words, 
Si  quis  Vitce  Regis  infidietur^  per  fe^  vei  per  ultores  mer- 
cede  Condu£lQS^  iiel  Servos  Jiios^  Vita  privet ur  et  omnibus 
qufe  pojfiditf 
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*  Thus,  Sir,  it  is  evident,  that  Forfeitures  were  in  Ar.noi". 
Ufe  among  the  Saxons ;  and  that  they  have  been  con-  ^^  '^^'  i74-k 
ilantly  in  Ufe  fince  the  Conqueft,  not  only  in  Treafons  *■-  "'"'"  "-'' 
but  in  Felonies,  fo  far  as  relates  to  Goods  and  Chattels, 
no  Man  can  deny  ;  therefore  they  muft  be  allowed  to 
be  confonant  to  our  Lavi^s,  ancitnt  and  modern  ;  and 
that  they  are  not  inconfiilent  with  the  Freedom  of  our 
Conftitution,  Experience  itfelf  muft  bear  wMtnefs ;  for 
we  have  hitherto  preferved  our  Conftitution  entire,  and 
I  doubt  much  if  we  (hall  be  able  to  do  the  fame,  fliould 
Forfeitures  of  all  Kinds  be  aboliftied  ;  for  it  is  certain, 
that  nothing  can  be  of  more  dangerous  Confequence  to 
the  Liberties  of  a  fr^e  People,  than  frequent  Civil  Wars. 
The  firft  Civil  War  that  happened  among  the  Romans^ 
vi^as  that  which  they  called  the  Sociale  Bellum^  cr  the 
War  begun  by  the  feveral  People  and  Cities  in  Italy^ 
whom  the  Romans^  that  is  to  fsy,  the  Citizens  of  ic«w^, 
would  not  admit  to  an  equal  Share  in  the  Government 
with  themfelves.  How  long  did  they  preferve  their 
Liberties  after  the  Commencement  of  this  Civil  War? 
Not  much  above  60  Years  ;  for  this  War  began  about 
the  Year  660,  after  the  Building  of  their  City,  which 
was  their  ^ra ;  and  Augujius  Cafar^  after  the  Battle 
oi  Atlium^  was  confirmed  in  the  abfolute  Government 
of  that  vaft  Empire  in  the  Year  725,  of  the  fame  ^Era, 
And  even  in  this  Kingdom,  a  Civil  War  has,  more 
than  once,  put  an  End  to  the  Freedom  of  our  Confti- 
tution \  for  the  Civil  War  between  the  Houfes  of  Tork 
and  Lancafer^  eftablifhed  what  I  may  very  properly 
call  an  abfolute  Government  in  the  Perfon  of  Henry 
the  Vlllth  ;  and  the  Civil  War  between  Charla  the 
Ift  and  his  Parliament,  eftabliftied  an  abfolute  Govern- 
ment in  the  Perfon  of  Oliver  Cromwell.  It  is  true,  as 
our  Conftitution  is  more  perfect  and  better  contrived 
than  that  of  the  Romans  ever  was,  it  has  hitherto  always 
recovered  iifelf;  but  confidering  the  Change  in  the 
Manners  of  our  People,  if  it  ftiould  hereafter  be  over- 
turned by  a  Civil  War,  1  am  afraid  it  will  never  recover  ; 
therefore,  there  is  nothing  we  ought  to  guard  more 
cautiouily  againft  than  that  of  a  Civil  War  ;  which 
brings  me  to  confider  the  End,  or  Defign,  of  Punifh- 
ment,  and,  in  particular,  of  that  Punifliment  called 
Forfeiture. 
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Anno  t7.  <  Sir,  the  chief  End  of  ?li  Puniflimcnt  ought  to  be, 

Geo.  II.  1744.    ^j^g  general  Good  of  Mankind,  or  of  Society.     For  this 
"'^'^  ilnd,  public   Punifhments  have    been   introduced  5  and 

thofe  Crimes  which  bring  the  greateft  {Vlifchiifs  upbn 
iVIankind,  or  upon  Society,  ouyht  to  bepunifhcd  in  the 
reveieft  Manner,  7U  wiius  Pcena  Meius  fit  ?nultortan^  and 
ut  Fcsncs  Genere  deter  reri  cateri  pojjtnt.  Rebellion,  ot* 
Treafon,  is,  of  all  others,  the  Crime  which  brings  the 
heaviefl:  Mifchiefs  upon  Society,  efpecialJy  when  a  Civil 
War  is  thereby  kindled  in  a. Country  ;  therefore,  in  ail 
Ages  and  all  Nations,  this  Crime  has  had  the  fevereft 
P'unlfements  infii61;ed  upon  it,  and,  generally  fpeaking, 
in  air  Countries  as  well  as  this,  the  Pof^trity  of  Traitors 
have  been  reduced,  to  the  loweft  ^tate  of  any  Subjt61-, 
nay,  in  nioft  Countries,  have  been  rendered  incapable 
of  Hoi^ours  or  Pyefermentss  in  order  that  they  might 
be  lading  Examples  of  Terror  to  others,  for  preventing 
their  being  guilty  of  a  Crime  that  might  reduce  their 
Pofterity  to  the  fame  wretched  State,  l^his  is  the  End 
of  Forfeitures  and  Corruption  of  Blood;  and  though 
they  are  Punifhments  inflided  upon  Treafon,  they  are 
T\bt  Punifiiments  upon  the  innocent  Children,  no  more 
than  it  is  a  Punifhment  upon  a  Child  to  be  born  of  in- 
digent Parents,  or  of  Barents  that  are  Slaves.  In  both 
Cafes  they  are  Misfortunes  only  ;  and  the  Misfortunes 
which  the  Children  labour  under,  are,  in  both  Cafes, 
of  great  Service  to  Society.  When  we  fee  the  Misfor- 
tunes that  Children  born  of  Slaves  labour  under,  it  in- 
flames us  with  a  Love  of  Liberty  :  When  we  fee  the 
Misfortunes  that  Children  born  of  indigent  Parents  la- 
bour under,  it  promotes  our  Lduftry  and  Frugality  ; 
and  when  we  fee  the  Misfortunes  that  Children  born  of 
Traitors  labour  under,  it  makes  us  the  more  cautious 
of  being  guilty  of  the  like  Crimes.  The  Execution 
of  a  Traitor  is  a  fleeting  Example,  which  is  foon 
forgot  ;  but  the  Misfortunes  of  his  Pofterity  is  a  per- 
manent Example,  which  many  have  continually  before 
their  Eyes  ;  and  as  this  permanent  Example  certainly 
contributes  to  the  preventing  of  Civil  Wars,  it  mufl-,  in 
my  Opinion,  contribute  to  the  Security  of  the  happy 
Conftitution  we  now  live  under. 

•^  Whether  we  fliould  ever  allow   the  Punifiiments 
which  produce  thefe  permanent  Examples,  to  be  abo- 
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lidied,  is  a  Qtieftion,  Sir,  that  I  fhall  not  take  upon  Anno  r?. 
me  to  determine,  nor  is  there  any  Neceflity  for  my  ^^o.  II.  174^. 
giving  my  Opinion  upon  it  at  prefent;  but  this  I  am  ^"-"""^  ^ 
very  fure  ofj  that  wefhouldnot  allow  thefe  Punifhrnents 
to  be  abolifhed  during  the  Life  of  either  of  the  Preten- 
der's Sons ;  becaufe,  while  they  live,  there  will  alwav  s 
be  too  many  amongft  us  infe6ted  with  an  Itch  of  Pv.e- 
belTion  ;  and  all  Politicians,  as  well  as  Lawyers,  agree, 
that  the  greater  Likelihood  there  is,  that  a  Crime  of 
any  particular  Sort  will  be  committed,  the  more  fevere 
ought  the  Punjlbment  to  be  j'  for  the  Terror  of  the 
Punifhment  ought,  if  pcffible,  to  be  made  fuperior  to 
the  Itch  of  committing  the  Crime  ;  and  as  that  Itch, 
or  Inclination,  will  be  ftronger  and  more  general,  du- 
ri-ng  the  Lives  of  the  Pretender's  two  Sons,  than  we 
can  fuppofe  it  will  be  afterwards,  therefore  we  muft 
have,  during  that  Period,  more  fevere  Punifliments 
upon  Treafon,  than  may  be  afterwards  neceiiary  to  be 
continued. 

'  I  hope,  Sir,  I  have  now  fully  explained,  and  (hewn 
not  only  the  Juftice,  but  the  Ntcefficv  of  the  Amend- 
ments made  by    the  Lords  to  this    Bill,  and  theretore    « 
fhall  conclude  with  moving,   that  this  Houfe  do  agree 
to  the  Amendments  made  by  the  Lords  to  this  Bill/ 

Henry  Legge,  Lfq;  next  flood  up,  and  fpoke   to  this 
EfFea; 
'  Sir, 

*  As  I  chiefly  rife  up  to  fecond  the  Motion  made  by  Henry  Leg-e, 
my  honourable  and  learned  Ffiend,  and  as  he  has  fpoke  Efqj 
fo  fully  upon  the  Subje61:,  I  think,  I  need  add  but  very 
little  for  inducing  your  Concurrence  with  the  Amend- 
ments now  under  Confideration,  efpecially  when  I  con- 
fider  who  were  the  Bringers-in  and  Piomoters  of  this 
Bill.  We  muft  all  remember,  that  the  Bill  was  pro- 
moted in  this  Houfe,  chiefly  by  thofe  who  have  been 
the  flrenuous  Oppofers  of  all  our  public  Meafures  for 
fome  Years  paft.  Their  Oppofition  1  cannot  applaud, 
becaufe  I  have  conftantly  differed  from  them  ;  but  their 
promoting  this  Bill  I  muft  highly  applaud,  becaufe,  I 
think,  it  was  an  A6t  not  only  of  Prudence,  but  Duty  ; 
for  it  is  very  probable,  that  their  Oppofition  to  our 
public  Meafures,  and  the  Difcontents  that  have  been 
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Anna  17.  thereby  fomented  among  the  People,  gave  Occafion  for 
Geo.  II.  1744.  the  i^iQ  Attempt  to  invade  us,  ,  However  much  we  here 
<i_  ■■■,;i-  ^f  2^  home  may  diftinguifii,  between  Difcontent  and  Dif- 
afFt^lion,  it  is  not  eafy  for  Foreigners  to  comprehend 
the  Diftindion ;  therefore,  when  they  hear  of  general 
Difcontents  among  the  People,  they  are  apt  to  con- 
clude, that  the  greateft  Part  of  the  People  are  Jacobites, 
and  that  they  may  overfet  our  eftabhfhed  Government, 
by  throwing  in  a  Handful  of  regular  Troops  amongft 
us,  to  give  Countenance  to  a  general  Infurredlion. 

'  This  Miflake  in  foreign  Courts,  was,  I  am  per- 
fuadeds  Sir,  the  Caufe  of  their  forming  a  Defign  to  in- 
vade us ;  and  as  the  Gentlemen  who  oppofe  our  public 
Meafures,  gave  Caufe  for  this  Miftake,  they  were  in 
Duty,  as  well  as  common  Prudence,  hound  to  endeavour 
to  remove  the  Miftake,  wrhich  they,  in  fomeMeafure, 
did,  by  moving  for,  and  promoting  this  Bill  ;  but  if 
they  (liould  oppofe  the  Amendments  made  by  the  other 
Houfe,  and  now  under  cur  Confideration,  they  will 
undo  all  they  have  done  ;  for,  from  thence.  Foreigners 
will  judge,  that  what  they  have  done  was  only  to  dif- 
guife  the  fecret  Sentiments  of  their  Hearts,  and  that, 
though  they  propofed  making  it  Treafon  to  correfpond 
with  this  young  Pretender,  they  would  be  ready  to  join 
him  as  foon  as  he  lands  in  thislfland  ;  which,  of  courfe, 
would  make  his  Majefly^s  foreign  Enemies  perfilt  in 
their  Defign  of  invading  us  wiih  che  very  ntxr  Oppor- 
tunity. 

'This  I  fhall  grant,  Sir,  would  be  a  fecond  Miflake 
in  thofe  foreign  Courts  ;  and,  I  am  perfuaded,  they 
would  find  it  to  be  one,  I  hope  a  fatal  one  for  them, 
fhould  they  ever  land  any  Troops  in  this  Ifland,  with 
this  young  Pretender  at  their  Head  ;  but  this  fecond 
Miftake  they  may,  very  probably,  be  led  into,  if  they 
confider  the  B;li  as  it  now  ftands,  and  compare  it  with 
what  it  was  when  pafTed  by  this  Houfe.  It  was  then, 
1  muft  fay,  Sir,  a  Bill  of  little  or  no  Significancy,  be- 
caufe  it  added  no  new  Security  to  our  eflablifhed  Go- 
xeinment,  nor,  in  my  Opinion,  throwed  any  new  Dif- 
ficulty or  Remora  in  the  Way  of  the  Pretender's  De- 
fjgns  ;  for  no  plotting  Jacobite  can  be  under  any  Ne- 
ceflity  of  holding  a  Correfpondence  dire^ily  with  either 
of  the  Pretender's  Sons :  A  Jacobite  Plot  may  be  car- 
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ried  on  as  eafily  without  any  fuch  Correfpondence,  as  ^^^^^J^^  \'^' 
it  can  be  with  it ;  and  the  making  it  Treafon  to  hold  ^  ^Q-  -^744^ 
any  fuch  Correfpondence,  no  Way  enables  the  Govern- 
ment to  difcover  or  defeat  the  Treafon.  The  Bill, 
therefore,  in  the  Form  in  which  it  was  when  it  went 
from  this  Houfe,  was,  as  I  have  faid,  a  very  innocent 
Bill :  It  could  do  neither  Good  nor  Harm  ;  but  by  the 
Amendments  made  by  the  other  Houfe,  it  is  now  good 
for  fomething,  and  will  certainly  be  a  great  Security  to 
our  Government,  fhould  either  of  the  Pretender's  Sons, 
as  both  probably  may,  out-live  him.  What  then  can 
foreign  Courts  think  of  thofe  who  countenanced  this 
Bill  when  it  was  good  for  nothing,  if  they  fhould  vio- 
lently oppofe  it,  now  that  it  is  r(indered  good  for  fome- 
thing? Would  there  not  be  great  Reafon  to  fufpec^, 
that  fuch  Men  promoted  the  Bill  as  it  was  pafTed  here, 
with  no  other  View  than  to  conceal  the  Jacobitifm 
lurking  in  their  Hearts  ? 

*  I  hope  therefore,  Sir,  that  thofe  Gentlemen  who 
were  the  firft  Promoters  of  this  Bill,  will  readily  agree 
to  the  Amendments,  not  only  for  the  Sake  of  their 
King  and  Country,  but  alfo  for  the  Sake  of  their  own 
Characters.  And,  indeed,  whatever  Gentlemen  may 
think  of  themfelves,  I  cannot  think,  that  any  Gentle- 
man is  fo  zealous  as  he  ought  to  be  for  the  Support  of 
our  prefent  Royal  F^amily,  who  is  not  for  giving  the 
Crown  as  much  Security  under  this  Family,  as  it  ever 
had  under  any  other.  1  hope.  Sir,  1  fhall  not  be  mif- 
taken  ;  I  mean  what  is  really  neceflary  for  the  Security 
of  the  Crown,  and  can  no  Way  endanger  the  Liberties 
of  the  People  j  for  no  other  Security  the  Crown  ever 
legally  had.  This  Power  our  prefent  Royal  Family 
deferve  to  have,  as  much,  nay,  more  than  moft  of  our 
former  ;  becaufe  from  the  Experience  we  have  had,  we 
may,  I  think,  depend  upon  it,  for  two  Generations  at 
leaft,  that  whatever  Powers  we  may  give  for  this  Pur- 
pofe,  they  will  never  be  made  a  wrong  Ufe  of  j  and  as 
the  Power  of  forfeiting  Traitors  is  a  Power  that  has 
been  lodged  in  the  Crown,  ever  fince  we  had  a  Being 
as  a  Nation  ;  as  it  is  a  Power  that,  in  my  Opinion,  is 
abfolutely  necefTary,  as  long  as  we  continue  in  our  pre- 
fent Circumftances  ;  and  as  it  is  a  Power  that  has  never 
yet  endangered  the  Liberties  of  the  People,  I  fhall, 

therefore^ 
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Anno  17.     ^li^refore,  be  for  continuing  it  in   the  Crown,  at  Jeaft 
Geo.  II.  1744.    during:  the  Lives  of  the. two  Sons  of  the  prefect  Preten- 

'-- — V -^   der  :  For  this  Reafon,  Sir,  I  fecond  the   Motion  made 

by  my  Hon.  and  learned  Friend  ;  and,  for  my  own 
Part,  fhali  heartily  concur  with  the  Lords  in  the  Amend- 
ments  they  have  made  to  this  Bill." 

Lord  Perclval  fpoke  to  the  following  EfFed  : 
'  Sir, 

Lord  Perclval.  '  ^  ^^^^.^^  "^^  preface  what  I  have  to  offer  in  relation 
to  the  Bill  now  under  your  Confideration,  with  any 
SortofExcufe  for  troubling  you  upon  this  Occafion. 
It  would  be  a  Scandal  upon  this  Houfe,  to  fuppofe  It 
poffible  that  you  jQiould  deny  your  patient  Hearing  to 
any  Man,  v/ho  rifes,  as  I  do,  in  Defence  of  the  mofl: 
valuable  Privikge  that  this,  or  any  other  People,  ever 
yet  enjoyed,  and  which,  as  I  conceive,  is  now  upon 
the  Point  of  being  loft  eternally  to  this  Country, 

'  This  great  Privilege  was  obtained  by  a  Law  made 
in  the  7th  of  the  late  Qiieen,  entitled,  An  Ad  for  im- 
proving the  Union  with  Scotland-,  by  which  it  is  pro- 
vided, Thaty.  ofter  the  Death  of  the  Pretender^  no  Man 
Jhall  forfeit  more  than  his  Life^  or  his  Ejl  axe  farther  than 
kis  Life^  for  Ireafon  : — Punilbment  fuiiicient,  furely, 
jfor  any  Crime. 

'  The  Claufe  which  the  Lords  have  added  to  this  Bill, 
againft  which  alone  1  intend  to  fpeak,  propofes,  to 
fujpend  thg  Effe^  of  this  Law^  till  after  the  Death  of 
the  Pretender's  two  So?2S. — But  the  E.eafon  for  the  doing 
of  it  is  fuch,  that  it  is  ridiculous  to  fay,  that  what  you 
call  a  Sufpsnlion,  is  not  the  fame  Thing  as  a  dire6l  Re- 
peal ;  for  when  can  this  Nation  think  to  be  without  a 
Pretender  to  the  Crown  ? 

«  Very  many  Perfons  now  living  h.ive  Children,  v/ho 
will,  in  all  Probability,  continue  a  Fofterity  to  the  lateft 
Ages,  whjch,  under  the  ftridl  and  vulgar  Notions  of 
hereditary  Right,  v/ili  Itand  prior  in  the  Succellion  to 
the  Family  nov/  upon  the  Throne ;  and  fo  long  as  any- 
one of  thefe,  or  of  that  Pofterity,  fubfifts,  there  muft 
be  a  Pretender  to  this  Crown. 

*  I  therefore  think  this  a  Que  ft  ion  of  as  much  Im- 
portance as  ever  came  before  this  Parliament,  or  before 
any  national  AiTembly  ia  the  World.     It  is  no  more 

nor 


r  263  i 

nor  no  kfs  than  this, — Whether  you   will,  with  your     Anno  17. 
Eyes  open,  without  any  F^oundation   of  the  leaft  Ne-  Geo.  11.  1744. 
ceiTity  that  can  be  pretended,  (for  the   very  Provifion  ' 
you  intend  to  repeal,  will  not  take  Place  till  the  Death 
of  the  Pretender,  who,  in   all  Probability,  has   many 
Years  yet  to  live ;)  whether  you  will,  1  fay^  with  your 
Eyes  open,  without  the  leaft  Neceffity,  under  a  falfe 
Pretence  of  guarding  better  againft  Treafon,  with  rela- 
tion to  the  Prince,  commit  IVcafon  againfl  yourfelves, 
become  Felons  of  your  own  Conftitution,  and  give  away 
your  Lives  and  your  Properties  for  ever,  to  be  held  at 
the  Mercy  of  the  Crown  ? 

'  Every  Argument  that  has  been  urged  in  Favour  of 
this  Claufc,  is  utterly  fallacious. — You  are  told,  that 
you  are  in  no  Danger  under  this  Family  ;  that  any  Man 
who  rebels  againft  this  Family,  ought  to  fufier  ih^. 
worft  Penalties  that  can  be  fuftered,  lince  every  Marl 
has  it  in  his  own  Pov/er  to  avoid  incurring  the  Penalties 
of  fuch  a  Law. — But,  Sir,  can  any  Man  that  has  ever 
read  the  Hiftory  of  any  Country,  above  all,  the  various 
Revolutions  in  this  Country,  doubt,  \hU  In  a  Century 
or  two,  fuch  Changjes  muft  and  vA\l  hspperSa  as  wu( 
cxpofe  you  ,alj  to.be  ruined  by  this  Law?  Can  you  der 
pend  upon  it,  that  your  Princes  may  not  degenerate  m 
the  Courfe  of  Nature,  and  of  many  Generations  f  Ca« 
you  truft  all  future  Miiiifters  ?  Can  you  be  fecure,  that 
none  of  your  Pofterity  may  be  Fcols  or  Enthufiafts,  or 
may  eyen  come  under  the  Lafh  of  this  Law,  in  thejuft 
Defence  of  the  Liberties  of  their  Country  ?-^Is  Virtue 
entailed  either  upon  the  Crown,  upon  the  Adminiftra^ 
tion,  or  upon  your  own  Families,  to  fuch  a  Degree, 
that  neither  one  Prince,  one  Minifter,  or  one  Subje£l, 
hereafter  iffued  from  your  Loins,  .can  ever  a£t  that  Par£ 
which  will  ruin  your  Pofterity  under  this  Law  ?r--Sir, 
the  Anceftors  .of  aimoft  every  Gentleman  in  this  Houfe 
have  been  ruined  ;by  .this  Law,  while  it  prevailed  amongft 
lis  ;  1  have  many  Gentlemen  in  my  Eye,  who  woulci 
enjoy  Seats  at  this  Day  in  another  Houfe,  by  a  Title 
jnore  ancient  th:in  thofe  of  moft  who  now  fit  there,  bjut 
for  Attainders,  that,  in  different  Times,  have  happened 
.in  their  Families. — All  Events  muft,  in  the  Nature  of 
Things,  come  round  again. — And  I  will  heboid  enough 
J«  foretell,  that  if  you  pafs  this  Claufcj  iq  little  more 
4  ihaft 
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Anno  17.  than  one  Century,  you  will  be  found  to  have  done  that 
^eo.  n.  1744,  yji^if.]^  ^jjj  (]eftroy  the  Permanency  of  your  own  Fa- 
milies ;  and  that  neither  any  Honours  you  acquire,  nor 
any  Inheritance  of  which  you  are  now  poffeffed,  will, 
or  can  continue  in  your  Defcendants,  beyond  the  third 
or  fourth  Generation. 

'  Sir,  when  I  look  upon  this  Law,  and  furvey  it  with 
all  its  inevitable  Confequences : — When  1  confider  the 
Temptation  you  would  give  by  it  to  wicked  and  greedy 
Minifiers,  who  may  arife,  hereafter^  to  deprive  you  of 
your  Heads,  that  they  may  rob  you  of  your  Eftates  :— 
When  1  fee  how  many  of  the  noblell  B'amilies  have, 
heretofore,  been  taken  ofF  for  their  Eftates,  and  for  no 
other  Crime  ;— I  may  juftly  fpeak  that,  of  this,  which 
was  faid  of  the  Laws  of  Draco  the  Athenian,  It  is  a 
Law  not  written  in  Ink^  hut  written  in  Blood* 

*•  You  have  been  entertained  near  three  Hours  by  two 
Gentlemen,  who  have  thought  fit  to  fpeak  in  favour 
of  this  Claufe. — Were  I  to  follow  them  Step  by  Step, 
I  think,  with  Submiilion,  that  I  am  able  to  fhew,  that 
^  there  is  very  little  Weight  in  any  one  Argument  they 
have  fuggefted  to  you. — But  I  fhould  be  inexcufable  to 
weary  your  Patience  to  fuch  a  Degree.  I  fhall,  there- 
fore,  confine  myfelf  to  two  or  three  Heads,  which  in- 
volve every  Thing  that  is  material  in  this  Queflion, 
and  under  vvhich  I  may  regularly  anfwer  what  feems 
the  moft  plaufible  in  the  Matter,  that  has  been  offered 
by  thofe  who  have  fpoke  before  me. — I  (hall  firft  fpeak 
to  the  Rife  and  Progrefs  of  this  Bill,  and  then  to  the 
Nature  and  Confequences  of  it,  as  it  now  fiiands  altered 
by  the  Lords. 

«  1  need  fay  but  little  to  remind  Gentlemen  from 
whence  this  Bill  took  its  Rife  in  this  Affembiy.  An 
Invafion  intended  by  France  upon  this  Country,  in  Fa- 
vour of  the  Pretender's  Son,  juftly  alarmed  and  created 
the  Indignation  of  every  honeft  Man  in  this  Country. 
An  Opinion,  that  Difaffedion  prevailed  in  this  Nation, 
nay,  that  it  even  reigned  in  a  very  great  Party  in  this 
Houfe,  was,  without  all  Doubt,  a  great  Encouragement, 
I  believe  the  principal  Motive  for  this  defperate  At- 
tempt.—-The  warm  Oppofition  to  the  Meafures  of  the 
Government,  carried  on  in  this  Houfe,  was  conftrued 
by  all  abroad,  and  by  many  at, home,  to  be  levelled  at 

the 
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the  Prince  and  Family  upon  the  Throne.' — In  fuch  a  Anno  17. 
Circumftance  it  was  wifely,  and  it  was  honelHy  done  ^^°-  ^^'  ]7^A*^ 
by  thofe  Gentlemen,  to  purge  themfelves  of  fuch  an 
Imputation. — They  took  the  only  Method  to  do  it. — « 
They  themfelves  brought  in  a  Bill,  they  were  the  Au- 
thors of  a  Bill  to  make  it  High  Treafon  to  correfpond 
in  any  Manner  whatfoever  with  the  Sons  of  the  Pre- 
tender.— They  themfelves  propofed  a  Law  againft  the 
Perfon  efpoufed  by  France,  which  not  only  created  a 
new  Treafon,  and  fubje^ted  all  the  Friends  and  Abet- 
tors of  that  Caufe  to  the  (t\'ere{\:  Penalties,  but,  in  par- 
ticular, expofed  themfelves,  as  Authors  of  this  Law, 
to  be  made  the  firil  Vi6lims  to  the  Refentmfints  of  that 
Perfon,  if  he  (hould  fucceed  hereafter  in  that  Attempt; 
(I  fpeak  of  thofe  Gentlemen  who  moved  for  this  Bill. ) 
Could  Men  do  more,  could  Men  merit  more  of  this 
Country,  or  of  the  Family  now  upon  the  Throne  ? 
Could  Men  do  any  Thing  better  to  repair  the  ill  iifFe6ts 
of  their  farmer  Condu6l,  (fuppofe  it  ever  fo  wrong) 
than  thofe  Gentlemen  have  done,  who  took  the  Lead 
upon  them  in  a  Matter  of  fo  nice  a  Nature,  and  in  a 
Time,  which  I,  and  very  many  Gentlemen  in  this 
Houfe,  thought  a  Time  of  great  Danger  ? 

'  Biit,  Sir,  did  they  imagine,  did  any  Man  in  the 
Houfe  imagine,  when  they  propofed  this  Law,  that 
their  Zeal  for  the  Prince  ihould  have  brought  this  Evil 
upon  the  People  ?  Did  they  fufpe6t,  that  v/hen  they  of- 
fered an  additional  Security  to  the  Crown,  the  Lords, 
afraid  to  be  outdone  in  the  Shew  of  Loyalty,  could  have 
taken  this  Method  to  prevent  it,  and  have  feized  this 
Opportunity  to  deprive  us  of  the  greateft  and  moft  va* 
Juable  of  all  our  Privileges?  Will  it  be  believed  in  after 
AgeSj  that  the  Lords,  who  pofFefs  thofe  great  hereditary 
Honours  and  Advantages  which  they  enjoy  above  all 
other  SubjetSls,  fhculd  be  the  fir  ft  to  take  a  Step  of  this 
Nature  ?  Sir,  when'  I  add  to  this  the  Breach  of  Confi- 
dence, which  mutually  exifts  between  Man  and  Man 
in  this  Houfe,  and  betv^^een  both  Houfes,  that  fo  late 
in  a  Seffion  no  Matter  of  Confequence  (hall  be  moved  : 
—When,  by  Virtue  of  this  Confidence,  above  hal,f  this 
Houfe  are  already  gone  into  the  Country  : — V/hen  I 
confider  farther,  what  an  Aggravation  this  Conduct 
inuft  receive  from  the  fudden,  and  almofl  unparliamen- 
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Anno  ir.  tary  Mariner  In  which  this  is  propofed  to  be  done,  hf 
Ceo.  ii  1744.  ^  Claufe  thrown  in  at  the  Committee  in  the  Houfe  of 
^*-*^~'~  -**  Lords,  which  admitted  a  Point  to  be  debated  there  but 
twice,  which  has  confined  us  but  to  one  Debate  upon 
it  in  this  Houfe  ;  whereas,  every  private  Bill,  of  the 
moft  trivial  Nature,  cannot  regularly  pafs  in  either 
Houfe,  without  fix  or  feven  Opportunities  to  confider 
jt  In  its  Progreflion :  I  fay,  when  I  refleft  upon  all  this, 
I  ftand  aftonifhed.  God  knows  who  has  been  the  Au- 
thor of  this  Advice  •,  I  neither  know  nor  care ;  but  it 
is  my  Duty  to  pronounce  what  I  fincerely  think,  that 
jt  is  the  greateft  A6t  of  Indifcretion,  that  the  Annals 
of  this  Country  have  ever  yet  recorded  ; — and,  I  will 
add,  perhaps  the  moft  fatal  too : — For  if  Gentlemen 
sre  to  be  deceived  in  this  Manner,  and  if  this  Caufe 
fhould  pafs  in  this  Manner;  if  Duty,  Loyalty,  and 
Affedion,  are  to  meet  with  thefe  Returns,  the  eager 
Demonftration  of  thefe  Principles  will  be  rarely  founds 
when,  perhaps,  it  may  be  moft  wanting. — This  In- 
ftance  will  be  remembered,  and  either  become  a  Rea- 
fon,  or  be  made  a  Pretext  for  that  Coldnefs  to  the 
Crown,  in  Times  of  Danger,  which  I  never  wiih 
to  fee. 

*  The  Hon.  Gentleman  *  who  fpoke  firft  in  this  De- 
bate, and  diftinguifhed  himfelf  fo  greatly  by  his  long 
and  laboured  Speech,  has  laid  down  thefe  two  Pofitions, 
upon  which  he  has  built  his  whole  Argument,  That 
this  Claufe  is  conjijient  with  natural  Jujijce  ; — and.  That 
it  is  conjijient  with  our  ancient  and  modern  Con/iitution, 
Yet,  notwithftanding  all  that  he  has  faid,  I  muft  take 
the  Liberty  to  maintain  the  contrary. 

*  As  to  natural  Juftice,  no  one  Principle  can  ftrike 
the  Mind  of  Man  more  ftrongly,  at  the  very  firft  View, 
than  that  the  Innocent  ought  not  to  fufFer  for  the  Guilty; 
and  that  every  Man  Jhould  fuffer  only  for  his  own  Fault : 
Can  there  be  a  Man  fo  abfurd,  in  this,  or  any  other 
AfTembly  in  the  World,  as  to  deny  this  Propofition  ? — 
Tp  deny  this,  is  to  violate  the  fundamental  Laws  of  all 
Society  :— ^To  be  ignorant  of  the  true  Nature  of  Punifh- 
ments,  and  of  the  only  Title  Men  have  to  infiidl  any 
Severities  upon  each  other. — The  Rights  of  Mankind, 
in  a  State  of  Nature,  ftill  fubfift  in  a  Society ;— they 

*  Sir  Dudley  Ryder. 
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DMght  tofubfift  ;  they  ought  to  be  abridged  in  none,  Far-      Anno  17. 
ther  than  is  abfolutely  necefTary  for  the  Prefervation  of  *^^'^-  ^^-  '744* 
Society.     It  is  v^in,  it   is  Nonfenfe  to   {^y^   that   the 
Safety  of  Society  can  confift  in,  can  be  advanced  or  pre- 
ferved  only  by,  the  Ruin  of  the   innocent  Widow,  of 
the  harmlefs  Infant,  and  of  Thoufands  yet  unborn. 

'  How  then  does  the  learned  Gentlemanattempt  topal- 
Ijate  the  Force  of  this  Principle  ?— -H^  owns  the  Princi- 
ple^ and  he  fays  ^  if  any  A'lati  will  convince  him  that  this 
Claufe  can  deprive  any  one  innocent  Perfon^  either  of  his 
natural  or  legal  Rights,  he  will  be  again]}  it  himfelf.-— 
But,  fays  he,  no  Man  has  a  Right  to  a?2y  Property,  hut 
hy  the  Laws  of  the  Society  under  which  he  lives  ;  and  the 
Laws  of  his  Country  give  no  Right  to  the  Child  till  the 
Death  of  the  Parent.-^^'ir^  the  Gentleman  has  made 
but  two  Miftakes  in  this  Argument  5  but  they  are,  un- 
luckily, fuch  as  overturn  the  Whole.— For,  hrfl,  every 
Man  may  learn  from  his  own  BreaR,  that  by  the  Laws 
of  Nature,  all  Mankind  ought  to  fucceed  to  their  An- 
Ceftors ;  they  are  intirled  to  expe6l  it  by  the  Order  of 
all  Things,  and  as  a  Kind  of  Retribution  from  their  Pa- 
rents, for  their  being  the  Authors  of  their  Exiftence, 
which,  without  any  Inheritance,  is  a  State  of  the  ut- 
moft  Wretchednefs. — And  as  to  the  Laws  of  this  Coun- 
try, the  very  Law  which  we  are  now  about  to  repeal, 
has  created  this  Property  in  the  Child,  and  the  Child  is 
a61:ually  veiled  in  this  Right,  by  the  very  Laws  of  this 
Society  in  which  we  live. — The  fine  Reafonings  of  Puf- 
fendorf  or  Grotius  have,  therefore,  nothing  to  do  in 
this  Queftion. — The  Gentleman  fuppofts  his  Argument 
by  Authorities,  which,  putting  the  Cafe  as  it  really 
ftands,  all  rather  make  againlt  him:-— He  applies  the 
Reafonings  of  Puffendorf2LnA  Grotius  upon  another  Cafe 
to  this  Cafe,  which  totally,  and  fundamentally  differs 
from  that  upon  which  they  argued. 

«  Cicero  too  is  brought  in  to  fupport  this  cruel  Opi- 
nion : — A  Letter  of  his  to  Brutus  is  quoted  upon  us, 
in  which  he  juftifies  the  Severities  ufed  to  Lepidus  and 
his  Pofterity. — But  I  dare  venture  to  fay,  there  is  not 
one  Gentleman  in  this  Houfe,  who  knows  any  Thing 
of  Cicero^  or  of  his  Writings,  who  does  not  know,  that 
this  very  Letter,  which  is  to  be  put  upon  us  as  an  irre- 
fiflable  Authority,  is  no  Authority  at  all  j  for  it  is  gene- 
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Anno  17. .  rally,  if  not  univerfally  allowed  to  be  a  fpurious  Letter, 
Geo.  II.  1744.  r5ot  wrote  by  Cicero^  but  wrote  for  Cicero  many  huR- 
'  dred  Years  after  Cicero  was  departed  out  of  this  World. 
And,  in  Truth,  had  he  wrote  this  Letter,  it  would 
have  had  very  little  Weight  with  me.  Cicero  was,  in- 
deed, a  great  Orator,  he  made  long  and  fine  Speeches ; 
he  is  thought  to  have  been  greatly  learned  in  the  Law« 
of  his  Country  ;  but  he  was  a  notorious  Time-Server, 
a  thorough  Man  of  Party,  and,  with  all  that,  a  Cow- 
ard.—Would  it  be  any  Wonder  then,  when  Lepidus 
was  ruined,  if  he,  in  his  familiar  Correfpondence,  had 
expreifed  himfelf  with  Bitternefs  againft  Lepidus^  and  all 
that  belonged  to  him  ? — Would  it  be  any  Wonder,  if 
fuch  a  Man  had  rejoiced  and  exulted  in  the  Misfortune 
of  his  Adverfary  ;  or  if  his  Fears  had  carried  him  even 
to  wiih  Deftru£lion  and  Kxtirpation  to  a  Family,  whofe 
Recovery  might  have  proved  the  Ruin  of  him  and  his  ? 

But,  after  all  this,  Cicero  is  an  Author  who  fliould 

be  quoted  with  fome  Care;  for,  whether  from  the fe 
Reafons,or  any  other,  as  his  public  Condu6l  was  a  Scene 
of  Contradictions,  fo  he  contradicts  himfelf  in  his  Write- 
ings  too. — ^—Of  this,  I  recolledt  an  Inflance  to  the  very 
Point : — In  his  Book  Ds  Natura  Deorum^  h&  pofitively 
fays.  That  no  Man  could  bear  to  live  in  a  Country^  where 
the  Son  and  the  Grandfon  Jhould  be  punijhed  for  the  Crimes 
'sf  their  Grandfather  and  Father. — If,  therefore,  Ifhould 
allow  the  Hon.  Gentleman,  that  his  Letter  to  Brutus 
was  (as  it  is  not)  a  genuine  Letter,  which  would  be  the 
beft  Authority? — Cicero  in  a  familiar  Letter,  in  an  un- 
guarded, heated,  fearful  State  ?  or  Cicero  in  his  Study, 
writing  upon  the  mode  ferious  Subject,  and  upon  the  ex- 
prefs  Subjed: ; — and  ufmg  the  utmofl  Care,  and  the  ut- 
moit  Refiedion,  to  deliver  down  a  Syftem  of  Religion, 
or  Morality,  to  future  Ages  ? 

'  The  learned  Gentleman  then  goes  on  to  inform  us, 
that  the  Laws  of  Greece  bore  hard  upon  the  Innocent; 
and  that  the  Children  of  Therniftocles  were  difinherited, 
and  banifiied  for  the  Crimes  of  their  Father. — Firft,  as 
10  this  there  is  no  Example  upon  Earth  will  ever  weigh 
with  a  reafonable  Man  to  do  that  which  is,  in  itfelf, 
either  cruel  or  unjuft.— And  next,  as  to  the  Laws  of 
Greece^  the  Gentleman  means,  and  muft  mean  chiefly, 
the  Laws  of  the  Jthenians ;  fof  of  the  Laws  of  the  other 

Grecian 
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Grecian  States,   we  know  but   little,  and    as  to  thefe     Anno  17. 
Laws  of  tht  AtbenianSy  they  have  been  univerfally  con-  ^^o-  ^^-  -744« 
fidered,  in  all  Ages,  as  the  moft  fevere  and  unjuft  that 
ever  any  People  lived  under,  excepting  thofe  of  their 
Neighbours,  the  Macedonians  and  the  Perftans^  who  ex- 
tirpated whole  Families  for  the  Crime  of  one  Tingle  Of- 
fender.— But  even  here,  as  to  Themijiocles^  the  Gentle- 
man is  again  miftaken  j  for  the  Children  of  Themijiocles 
were  not  banifhed  for  their  Father's  Crime:  Themijio- 
cles was  accufed   of  a  Mifprifion  of  Treafon,   in  not  di- 
vulging what   he  knew  of  the  Confpiracy  of  P^z^y^w/z^j 
againlt  the  Greeks  in  favour  of  the  Per/tan. — Whether 
he  was  guilty  of  this  Crime  or  not,  did  never  appear  ; 
for  he  was  never  tried   for  it.     He  fled,  his  Children 

fled  to    him,  and  fo   became  Participes  Crimines. 

They  abandondoned  their  own  Country,  and  were, 
therefore,  puniftied  for  their  own  Fault  j  they  retired 
to  Perfta^  and  made  themfelves  Subjects  to  another 
State,  where  they  obtained  diftinguifhed  Privileges  and 
great  Eftates.  Plutarch  particularly  tells  us  this,  and 
that  their  Defcendants  enjoyed  thefe  Privileges  in  Mag- 
nefia^  which  they  had  received  of  Xerxes^  even  in  his 
own  Time,  which  was  near  600  Years  after. 

'  I  now  come  to  fpeak  to  our  antient  and  modern 
Conftitution,  with  which  the  Hon.  Gentleman  fays, 
this  Claufe  is  perfectly  confident.  Perhaps  I  may  be 
thought  too  venturous,  when  I  conteft  this  Point  with 
a  Gentleman  fo  eminent  in  his  Profeflion ;  but,  Sir,  I 
think  I  am  well  founded  to  maintain  the  Contrary.-— 
As  to  our  Conftitution,  we  feldom  hear  it  talked  of  with 
common  Senfe. — You  may  find  in  what  Men  commonly 
call  our  Conftitution,  Arguments  and  Examples  for  any 
Thing  you  will.     Nothing  is  fo  vague  and  unfettled,  as 

our  Conftitution  was  for  many  Centuries. If  a  Man 

ftands  up  for  the  Prerogative,  he  may  quote  you  powerful 
Precedents,  from  the  Reigns  of  Richard  the  lid,  and 
other  Princes  like  him  :  Another  Man,  to  enforce  po- 
pular or  romantic  Projects  of  Reformation,  may  quote 
upon  you.  Things  equally  extravagant  on  another  Side, 
by  turning  his  Eye  upon  our  Hiftories  in  Times  when 
popular  Fury  has  overborne  this  Government. — For  rny 
own  Part,  therefore,  I  never  knew  how  to  afcertain  the 
Conftitution  of  this  Country  in  any  Degree,  but  in  two 

S  3  Periods  j 
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Anno  17.      Periods  ;— the  Saxon  Times,  before  the  Conqueft  jr—the 

Geo.  II.  1744.    piefent  /Era,  fince  the  Revolution. The  intervening 

liL  -^-i  ,^i  Space  between  thefe  two  was  all  Confufion  ;  a  Chaos 
Of  Contradi£iions  in  the  Regulations  of  this  State;  an 
eternal  Struggle  for  uncertain  Power  between  the  Barons 
and  the  Crown,  the  Crown  and  the  People,  or  the  Peo- 
ple againft  both. 

'  With  regard  then  to  the  firft  Period,  that  of  the 
Saxon  Times: — If  the  Gentleman  canjuftify  his  Argu- 
ment from  the  Authority  of  thofe  Times,  what  he  fhal} 
fay  may  have  fonie  Weight.— All  our  moft  valuable  Pri- 
vileges, the  Principles  of  this  Government,  the  common 
Law  of  this  Land,  are  derived  from  our  Sfixon  Ancef- 
tors :  But  did  they  know  any  Thing  of  this  inhuman 
Lav^?  No,  Sir.- — Notwjthifanding  what  1  have  heard 
in  this  Houfe  now,  or  in  another  Place  the  other  Day, 
—  neither  they,  nor  any  of  the  Nations  founded  upon 
the  Gothic  Principles  of  Government,  were  acquainted 

with  it. Surely,  Gentlemen  forget  what  Kings  were 

jn  thofe  antient  Times  :-r~Kings  were,  in  all  the  Nor- 
thern Nations,  at  firft,  only  Leaders  of  the  People  in 
the  Day  of  Battle,  and  Judges  pf  the  People  in  the  Day 
of  Peace. —Don't  let  it  be  thought,  that  I  mean  to  fpeafc 
with  Difrefpecl  of  the  Royal  Dignity,  or  to  draw  any 
Thing  I  may  fay  upon  this  flead  into  any  Argument  of 
Diminution  to  the  prefent  Prerogative  of  the  Crown. 

'-- Pofitive  Laws,  and    long   Precedent,    entitle  the 

Crown  to  it  ;  and  the  very  Age  of  this  Goverriment 
makes  it  even  necelFary  for  the  People,  that  they  fliould 
be  ruled  by  ftronger  Powers  than  in  its  Infant  State.— r 
But  I  will  fpeak  the  Truth,  in  Defence  of  this  great 
Caufe  ;  and  the  l^-uth,  in  the  Way  I  fpeak  it,  ought 
not,  and  cannot  give  Offence.— -Is  it  reafonable  to  fup- 
pofe,  that  this  total  Ruin  of  Pofterity  fhould  have  been 
allotted,  as  a  Punjiliment  for  any  Crime  againft  a  Ge- 
iieral  or  a  Judge,  or  any  Magiftrate  vefted  in  fiich  mo- 
«jerate  Powers,  and  confidered  in  fo  different  a  Light 
as  our  Princes  were  in  thofe  Ages  ?— It  is  n^ofl  unreafon- 
able  to  fijppofe  this  ;  nay,  the  Fa61:  is  clear  c^gninft  it: 
-—The  Punifhments  for  the  highefl  Crimes,  were  then 
commutable  for  Money  ;— even  Murder  itfelf  was  to  be 
anfv/ered  by  a  Fine.— The  Price  was  fixed  and  ftated 
according  to  every  Man's  Degree  ;— and  the  R^te  of 
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the  Fine,  with  regard  to  the  Perfon  of  the  Prince,  was     Anno  17. 
only  three  Times  the  Sum  which  was  decreed  for  that     ^°'     '  ^'^^^* 

of  a  private  Nobleman. -How  then  will  my  learned 

Friend  be  able  to  reconcile  this  extenfive  Forfeiture  of 
whole  Families  with  the  antient  Conftitution  of  this 
Country  ?-^The  contrary  is  moft  evident ;  no  Man 
was  to  forfeit,  even  in  his  ov/n  Perfon,  for  the  word 
of  Treafons  j — for  it  is  a  manifeft  Abfurdity  to  fuppofe, 
that  the  Law  fhould  prefcribe  a  Confifcation  of  the 
Traitor's  Eftate,  and  yet  leave  it  in  his  Option,  whe- 
ther he  would  fine  to  redeem  his  Life. — Out  of  what 
was  he  toraife  that  Fine,  ifhisEftate  was  to  be  wholly 
forfeited  to  the  Crown  ? 

'  But,  as  nothing  explains  the  Nature  of  the  Law 
better  than  the  Practice  of  the  Law,  I  muft  take  the 
Liberty  to  ftrengthen  what  I  have  faid  by  one  Precedent, 
which  I  chufe  to  urge,  rather  than  a  Multitude  of  others, 
becaufe  it  occurs  in  the  very  laft  Period  of  the  Saxon 
Government,  and  a  very  few  Years  before  the  Norman 
Conqueft.  Earl  Goodwin  murdered  Alfred^  Brother  of 
King  Edward  the  Confejfor. — This,  as  I  think  my  Lord 
Cooke  obferves,  was  then  Treafon,  and  fo  continued 
till  the  25th  of  Edward  the  Illd,  which  limited  Trea- 
fons in  this,  and  many  other  Cafes. — Now,  Sir,  let  us 
ice  how  he  was  puniflied  for  it :  He  was  tried,  with 
great  Formality,  in  the  Wittenagemot^  or  Saxon 
Parliament ;  he  was  found  guilty.^-™ — The  Judgment 
pronounced  againft  him  was  only  this,  That  he  fhould 
go,  in  an  humble  Manner,  to  the  King,  to  beg  his  Par- 
don for  having  killed  his  Brother,  and  to  pay  him  twelve 
HandfuiS  of  Gold. How  then  would  a  Saxon  Parlia- 
ment have  endured  a  Propofition,  fuch  as  that  we  this 
Day  deliberate  upon  ? 

'  It  is  now  very  proper  to  enquire,  how  thefe  un- 
happy Principles  of  Government  firft  got  Footing  in  the 
World,  and  then,  how  they  made  their  Way  into  the 
Syftem  of  this  Conftitution. — Our  Laws  are  all  either  of 
Saxon  or  Roman  Origin.— What  the  Saxon  were,  we 
have  already  feen  ;  that  the  Ro?nan  knew  nothing  like 
this  Cruelty  in  the  early  Ages  of  that  Commonwealth, 
we  likewife  know.  Read  the  Laws  of  the  twelve  Ta- 
bles, (and  that  Government  had  ftood  above  300  Years 
|>cfore  they  were  colleded)  you  can  difcover  no  Trace 
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Anno  17.      o^  ^^'s  Severity  In  them.    In  the  J*urity  of  that  Govern- 
Ceo.  II.  1744.    meni:  they  weje  Strangers  to  this  favage  Policy  ; — but  it 

crept  in  with  Tyranny. -The  Interd'iElio  Aquee  &  Ig- 

nls^  mentioned  by  the  Hon.  Gentleman,  was  Banifh- 
ment,  or,  as  fome  pretend,  capital  Puniftiment ;  and 
this  was,    as  the  Hon.  Gentleman  obferves,  a  Punifh- 

inent  for  Treafon. But  it  was  not  till  the  Reign  of 

Tiberius ^  that  Confifcation  of  the  Goods*,  or,  as  they  termed 
it  in  the  Words  of  the  Law,  J  Deprivation  of  the  Right 
of  making  a  WilU  was  added  to  the  Penalties  of  that 
t^aw.— — From  that  Time  forward,  thus   enforced,  it 

continued    the  Roman   Law.' But   you  fee  how  it 

firfl  obtained.  It  became  firft  the  Law  of  Rome ^  when 
the  Subjects  of  Romeyimcd,  in  every  A6i:,  to  accomplifh, 
as  far  as  in  them  lay,  every  Wife  of  their  moft  aban- 
doned Emperors. One  of  them  wifhed  that  the  Peo- 
ple of  Rome  had  but  one  Head,  that  he  might  take  it  ofF 
at  one  Blow.— The  broken,  fubdued,  and  corrupted 
People,  went  as  far  as  they  could  in  their  fervile  Adula- 
tion ;  they  fubmitted  every  Neck,  as  well  of  the  Inno- 
cent as  of  the  Guilty,  to  his  capricious  Will. When 

the  Emperors  had  attained  this  Power,  it  can  never  be 
forgotten  how  they  ufed  it.- — After  this  rower  of  Conr 
fifcation,  and  the  Ruin  of  Families,  were  once  decreed, 
Treafon  altered  its  Face  and  Nature ;  It  was  Treafon 
to  be  induftrious,  it  was  Treafon  to  be  parfimonious,  it 
was  Treafon  to  enjoy  Property ;  it  was  Eflates,  not 
Men,  that  afterwards  rebelled  j  and  fo,  in  Length  of 
Time,  it  moft  certainly  will  be  hereafter  in  this  Coun- 
try, fhould  this  fatal  Claufe  be  pafied  into  a  Law. 

*  Sir,  after  the  Ruin  of  the  Roman  Empire,  thefe  Ra^ 
;y?^«In{ti(.utions  flept,  nay,  were  even  loft,  for  fomeAges. 
It  was  not  till  about  the  Time  of  the  Conqueft  of  Eng" 
land  that  they  were  recovered,  or  revived.  As  the  Gothic 
Princes  encreafed  in  Power,  and  conftquently  in  Ambi- 
tion, and  the  Defire  of  morePower,  it  was  to  avail  them- 
felves  of  thefe  Leg£S  Majeftatis^  that  they  firft  infenfi- 
bly  introduced  the  Roman^  or  civil  Law,  and  endea- 
voured to  make  it  a  Part  of  their  refpe6i:ive  Conftitutions. 
The  beft  Writers,  and  the  moft  inconteftable  Authori- 
ties, pofitively  give  this  Reafon  for  its.  Revival  in  thefe 
States ;  and  the  Intention  was,  by  fome  Nations,  fo 
plainly  underftood,  that  1  remember,  at  one  Period,  in 
Spain^  when  Spain  retained  its  antient  Gothic  Freedom, 
4  it 
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jt  was,  for  this  Reafon  alone,  made  Death  to  read  or     Anno  17. 
ftudy  the  civil  Law.— — The  civil  Law  never  yet  en-  p^^-  ^^-  '7^4* 
tirely  prevailed   in  this  Country  :— But    this,  the  worfl  ' 
Part  of  it,  though  we  know  not  exadly  how  or  when, 
was  artfully  woven,    about   the  fame  Time,  into   the 
Laws  of  Ens;land^    and  we  long  groaned  under  its  Op- 
preflion. — Though  it  met  with  Interruptions  and   Re- 
ftraint  from  the  Statute  de  Donis,  in  the  Reign  of  Ed-- 
ward  the   lid,  and  other  Lav/s,  it    was  revived  again 
about  the  Time  of  Henry  the  Vllth,  and  Henry   the 
Vlllth. — And,  as    the   fame  Caufes  will  ever  produce 
the  fame   Effe6ts,    Numbers  of  our  greateft  Families 

have  been  ruined   by  it. It  grew  worfe  and  worfe, 

and,  in  fome  Reigns  before  the  Revolution,  the  Evil 
jncreafed  upon  us;  till,  in  the  Reigns  of  Charles  the  lid, 
and  King  'James^  no  Man  could  live  in  Security  from 
this  Power,  and  from  the  Race  of  Informers  always  bred 
and  nourished  by  it,  wherever  it  has  prevailed  ;  and 
there  can  be  no  Doubt,  but  for  the  Revolution,  which 
followed  foon  after,  this  Nation  had,  by  this  Time, 
felt  the  fame  Miferies  from  it,  that  were  experienced  in 
the  worft  Stages  of  the  Roman  Empire. 

*  It  is  true,  that  at  the  Revolution,  this  Nation  did 
not  immediately  regulate  this  Grievance  ;  they  made 
fome  Conditions,  and  a  Declaration  of  their  Rights  : 
- — But  it  is  no  Argument,  becaufe  they  did  not  redrefs 
this  Evil  at  that  Time,  that  it  was  no  Evil.  As  much 
as  1  value  what  we  gained  at  that  Time,  neither  I  nor 
any  Man  will  fay,  that  we  gained  all  we  wanted.— 
The  Truth  is  this  :  The  Revolution  was  brou'ght  about 
fo  fiiddenly,  and  in  fuch  a  Manner,  that  it  is  rather  a 
Wonder  that  we  gained  what  we  did,  than  that  we 
gained  no  more. — 7^he  Prince  of  Orange  was,  in  EfFe6i, 
our  King  the  Moment  that  he  landed  ; — back'd  with  a 
great  Army,  fupported  by  Men,  v.'ho  having  called  him 
in,  could  not  quarrel  with  him,  without  ruining  them- 
felves. — It  was  too  late  to  make  Terms  with  a  Prince, 
who  was  already  pofielTed  of  the  regal  Power,  and  who 
plainly  fhewed,  that  though  he  defirell  to  be  ruled  by 
Law,  he  ftill  intended,  that  the  Law  fhould  not  bear 
much  harder  upon  the  Crown,  during  his  Rei^n,  than 
it  had  done  in  former  Times. — But  the  Scotch^  who  had 
fufFeredj  if  poffible,  worfe  than  we,— were  more  at- 
tentive 
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Anno  1 7.  tentive  to  the  Redrefs  of  this  Grievance. — Procul  a  Jdve^ 
Geo.  II.  1744.  {|-jgy  j-jg^j  more  Time  and  Opportunity  to  parly  with 
their  new  Sovereign,  and  a  Law  to  repeal  this  cruel 
Prerogative,  was  a  principal  Condition  of  their  Submif- 
fion  to  that  Prince. — They  had  already  obtained  fomc 
Security,  in  the  firft  Parliament  of  King  y^7ZK^j  the  lid, 
in  1685,  by  a  Law  that  enabled  them  to  entail  their 
Eftates,  with  aClaufe,  however,  that  it  fhould  prejudice 
the  Crown,  as  to  Fines  or  Confifcations,  for  the  Punifh- 
ment  of  Crimes.— At  the  Revolution,  they  acquired  a 
great  Addition  to  it ;  for  the  aforefaid  Claufe,  whereby 
It  was  declared,  that  his  Majefty  {hould  not  be  preju- 
diced as  to  his  Fines  and  Forfeitures,  was  then  refcinded 
and  repealed.  ^-^ — This,  and  other  diftinguifhing  Privi- 
leges, in  refpeiSl:  of  Treafon,  particularly  in  Regard  to 
Dower ^  they  enjoyed,  when  the  Union  took  Place  be- 
tween the  two  Kingdoms. 

'  When  the  Treaty  for  this  Union  firft  commenced, 
in  the  5th  of  the  Qi^ieen,  the  Scotch  were  too  wife  to 
part  with  fo  great  a  Privilege.  It  was  abfurd  that  the 
two  Nations  fhould  be  governed,  after  the  Union,  by 
different  Laws,  in  a  Point  of  this  Importance  ;  yet  it 
was  difficult,  in  the  immediate  Reign,  to  prevail  upon 
tlie  Princefs  on  the  Throne  to  part  with  fuch  a  Power. 
The  hdi  of  Union  therefore  pafTed,  leaving  the  Point  of 
Trials  for  Treafon  undetermined  ;  which  Point  was 
then  underftood  to  be  intended  to  be  adjufted  afterwards. 
'  Accordingly,  not  long  after,  the  Parliament  was 
requefted,  from  the  Throile,  to  take  the  Matter  under 
their  Confideration.  An  Accident  then  happened,  which, 
I  hope,  will  never  happen  again,  though  it  was  fortu- 
nate to  us  in  this  Inftance ; — the  Princefs  on  the  Throne 
had  no  Heir ;  fhe  was,  therefore,  the  more  eafily  pre- 
vailed upon  to  yield  this  Privilege  to  all  herSubje£ls  after 
her  own  Time.  The  People  of  England  gladly  feized 
the  Opportunity  to  obtain  fo  happy  a  Provifion,  though 
in  Reverfion  : — ^The  Scotch  generoufly  confented  to  a 
Compromife,  that  they  might  fecure  the  Liberty  of  that 
Nation,  of  which  they  were  then  becoming  a  Part ; 
they  confented  temporarily  to  give  up  their  undoubted 
Right  to  fome  of  the  moft  valuable  Articles  of  their  Pri- 
vilege, particularly  with  regard  to  Dower,  and  Lands 
held  on  Courtefy  hy  the  Hufband,  that  we  might  eter- 
nally 


[    27S    1 

fially  enjoy  thts  Privilege,  in  future,  and  in  common  Anro  t- 
with  them  : — Every  Scotfman^  and  every  Whig  in  this  C«o.[ii.  i- 
^ou'b,  excepting  a  few^,  for  piivate  Reafons,  voted 
for  that  Law. — Thus  it  was  obtained. — This  is  the  true 
Hiflory  of  this  Matter. — The  Origin  of  the  former 
Prailice  you  fee  was  Tyranny ; — the  EfFecSls  of  it  in 
that  Country,  where  it  firft  prevailed,  and  in  this  Coun- 
try, after  it  was  adopted  here,  have  been  Tyranny  :-^ 
I  think,  therefore,  I  am  now  juftified  in  aflerting,  that 
it  is  contrary  to  the  antient  Conftitution, — contrary  to 
the  modern  Conftitution  of  this  Country, — contrary  to 
the  Union,  (as  I  look  upon  it  to  be  one  of  the  Conditions 
by  which  Scotland  ftands  united  with  us) — contrary  to 
the  Revolution,  at  leaft  with  regard  to  one  Part  of  thefe 
Dominions,  for  the  Scotch  had  made  thefe  Terms  at  the 
Revolution  ; — and  I  think  I  may  go  farther  ftill,  but  I 
fliall  fpeak  modeftly  upon  that  Head  ;  I  fubmit  it  to  the 
Houfe,  how  far  it  is  contrary  to  the  very  Settlement  of 
the  prefent  Royal  Family  upon  the  Throne. — Many 
Gentlemen  now  fitting  in  this  Houfe,  remember  the  un- 
happy Prejudices  of  many  of  the  People,  with  regard  to 
this  Family,  before  they  came  to  the  Crown.— They 
remember,  that  the  Eftablifhment  of  this  Family  de- 
pended upon  a  Queftion,  which  was  providentially  car- 
ried, though  but  by  one  Vote. — Now  let  Gentlemen 
candidly  confider,  whether  more  than  the  Perfon  who 
gave  that  fingle  Vote,  may  not,  with  Reafon,  be  fup- 
pofed  to  have  conquered  thofe  Prejudices,  from  the  Ex- 
pectation of  the  future  Acquihtion  of  this  great  Privilege 
under  the  Houfe  of  Hanover,  if  fo,  I  fhould,  at  leaft, 
fpeak  juftly,  fhould  I  fay,  that  the  prefent  Family  owe 
their  Pofleftion  of  the  Crown  to  this  Privilege.  I  then 
Jeave  it  to  the  Breaft  of  every  Gentleman  in  this  Houfe 
to  determine,  for  I  fhall  not  enter  into  a  Difpute  of 
Words,  how  far  this  is,  or  is  not,  a  Condition  of  the 
Settlement  of  the  Crown  in  the  Houfe  of  Hanover. 

'  I  now  beg  Leave  to  fpeak  to  the  main  Argument  of 
the  *  other  Hon.  Gentleman,  with  regard  to  the  Security 
pf  the  Crown  : — That  the  Crown  Jloould  he  made  asfecure 
to  this  Family^  as  it  ever  was  to  any  other  ; — arid  that 
without  the  Repeal  of  this  Privilege^  the  Crown  will  not 
b§  asfecure  as  former  hj, 

*  Mr.  Legge, 

*Sir, 
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Anno  17.  '  Sir,  God  knows  my  Heart,  and  I  am  much  de- 

Geo.  II.  1744.  ceived  if  any  Man  upon  Earth  ever  yet  doubted  my 
*  Affedtion  to  this  Family.  Every  Gentleman  in  this 
Houfe  can  bear  me  Witnefs,  that  ever  fince  I  have  fat 
here,  1  have  done  my  utmoft  to  preferve  it  even  from 
the  moft  remote  Danger,  and  fo  am  I  determined  to 
do  as  long  as  I  live.— This  very  Zeal,  hov/ever  it  may 
be  taken,  or  I  am  miftaken,  is  one  of  my  greatert  Mo- 
tives for  the  Part  1  take  this  Dav.— I  cannot  hear  this 
Argument  vt^ithout  the  utmoil  Indignation. — The 
Crown,  in  the  prefent  Royal  Line,  cannot  be  fafe  with- 
out the  Repeal  of  this  Privilege  ]  What  is  this  but,  in 
other  Words,  to  fay,  that  fuch  is  the  Title,  fuch  is 
the  Government  of  this  Family,  that  they  cannot  be 
fecured  but  by  Laws  of  Cruelty,  Laws  not  tounded  up- 
on the  Principles  of  natural  Juftice,  and  by  the  Power 
of  ruining  the  Innocent  with  the  Guilty  ?  Such  a  Por- 
trait of  this  Government  ftrikes  with  Horrors,  and  not 
with  that  juft  AfFedionand  Concern,  which,  I  am  fure, 
is  due  to  and  for  this  Government. 

*  His  Majefty  has  ever  made  the  Law  of  this  Land  the 
Rule  of  all  his  Anions. — Our  Conflitution,  infinitely 
improved  by  the  Terms  and  Conditions  of  the  Settlement 
of  bis  Royal  Houfe  in  thefe  Kingdoms,  is  a  Security  to 
him,  and  to  his  Family  as  long  as  it  fhall  laft,  fuch  as  no 
other  Family  upon  this  Throne  ever  enjoyed  before. 
While  that  Conftitution  flands,  while  thofe  Acquifitions 
remain  entire,  which  we  obtained  by  his  AccelTion,  and 
which  we  know  muft  perifh  with  his  Family;  he  is 
llronger,  he  is  firmer  in  his  Seat  than  any  of  his  Prede- 
cefTors  ;  but  confrder  well  to  what  he  owes  this  Strength 
and  Safety.  It  is  to  this  Confideration  only  that  he  owes 
it,  a  ConffderBtion  operating  in  his  P^avour,  more  than 
a  thoufand  penal  Laws  to  increafe  his  Power  or  Prero- 
gative. 

'  1  have  been  nourifhed  from  my  Childhood  in  the 
firidefl  Attachment  to  him.  I  have  been  confirmed  in 
it  fmce,  and  it  is  due  from  me  by  many  Confiderations, 
both  of  public  and  private  Gratitude  :  But  take  away 
this,  and  feme  others  of  thofe  Privileges,  by  which  this 
Government  is  fo  glorioufly  diftinguifhed  in  thislafti^ra, 
where  is  the  Man  that  will  not  become  indifferent  ? 
What  Man  will  care  by  what  Family  we  are  governed, 

or 
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or  by  whom   the  Sceptre  of  thefe   Kingdoms  fhall  be     Anno  17.  ^ 

borne  ? Whatever  Gentlemen  may  think,  when  they  Geo,  tr.  2744* 

attempt  Things  of  this  Nature,  and  though  I  dare  fay 
that  they  mean  it  well,  yet  I  am  fully  convinced,  that 
he  who  confents  to  repeal  this,  one  of  the  greateft  Ac- 
quifitions  made  by  this  Nation  fince  the  Revolution, 
gives  his  Confent  rafhiy  to  cheat  the  Cro\yn  of  its  ftrong- 
eft  Defence,  and  to  fubftit^ute  the  Shadow  of  a  vain  and 
cruel  Prerogative  in  the  Place  of  its  moft  folid  Guard. 

*  I  muft  confider  this  Point  of  Security  a  little  far* 
ther, — We  have  lately  feen  an  Attempt  to  invade  this 
Kingdom,  with  a  View  to  dethrone  his  Majefty,  I  have, 
weighed  every  Circumftance  of  this  infolent  Attempt 
with  the  utmoft  Impartiality.  The  Judgment  I  have, 
made  upon  it  I  believe  is  juft.— I  differ  in  this,  as  I  do 
in  moft  of  their  Opinions  upon  our  public  Affairs,  from 
thofe  Gentlemen  with  whom  I  vote  this  Day.  They 
thought  there  was  no  Caufe  for  Apprehenflon  ; — I  think 
there  was  great  Caufe  for  it :— But  whence  did  I  ground 
thofeApprehenfions  ?— Sir,  I  feared  it  not  from  the  a6tive 
DifafFe£lion  of  the  Friends  of  the  Perfon  fupported  by 
France  :  It  is  equally  idle  to  fay,  there  are  few  in  his 
Intcreft,  and  equally  idle  to  fay,  their  Numbers  are  io 
great  as  to  enable  them  to  bring  about  any  Revolatioa 
in  his  Favour. — The  Danger  lay  in  this,  by  all  that  t 
then  obferved,  not  in  the  Spirit  of  the  Enemies,  but  ia 
the  Coldnefs,  Indolence,  Cowardice,  or  Caution  of  the. 
Friends  of  this  Government. — It  was  not  from  thofe 
who  would  have  joined  the  Pretender,  but  from  a  Dif- 
pofition,  very  notorious  in  a  great  Part  of  Mankind,  that 
they  would  run  no  Rifk  for  the  AfTiftance  of  any  Prince 
on  Earth.— Thus,  Sir,  had  the  French  Army  landed, 
this  Kingdom  had  been  fought  for  by  fix  or  feven  thou- 
fand  Men,  at  moft,  againft  twice  their  Number. — The 

Fate  oi  England  dQ^QXidtd  upon  one  Battle. England, 

might  have  been  loft,  as  it  has  been  formerly  loft,  by 
the  Event  of  one  Battle.— r-Th is  I  thought  a  dreadful 
Circumjftance. — If  this  be  true,  as  undoubtedly  it  is,  let 

usapply  it  to  the  prefent  Queftion. If  the  Danger  of 

the  Prince  upon  the  Throne  confifts  in  the  Fears  of  his 
Subje£b  to  fupport  him,  what  are  you  doing  by  this 
Claufe  ?  You  ruin    his   Intereft,  under  the  Notion   of 

ftrengthening  his.  Hands, Every  additignd  Penalty 

for 
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Anno  17.  for  Treafoil,  Is  a  farther  Encouragement  to  thofe  who 
^*^°*i^*iZ '^'.  would  venture  otherwife  in  his  Deferlce.  Men,  upon 
fuch  an  Event,  v^ill  confider  what  may  be  the  Confe- 
quence.  They  are  fenfible,  if  they  fhoiild  be  vi^orfted, 
that  the  Laws  provided  againft  their  Enemies,  would 
then  carry  their  Edge  upon  themfelves,  afid  that  they 
fhould  themfelves  become  the  Traitors.  This  Reflec- 
tion would,  undoubtedly,  reftrain  the  ^eal  of  many ; 
and  thus  the  Crown  would  certainly  lofe  more  by  the 
Apprehenfions  of  its  Friends,  than  it  could  poffibly 
gain  by  the  Terrors,  which  fuch  a  Provifion  might  fcat- 
ter  among  its  Enemies. 

*  Gentlemen,  perhaps,  will  anfwer,  that  it  may  ope- 
rate equally  both  Ways. — To  this  I  would  firfl:  fay,  that 
allowing  this  to  be  true,  then,  at  leaft,  the  Claufe  can 
do  no  Good. — But  I  deny  it. — I  fay  it  would  not  ope- 
rate equally,  and  this  will  appear  by  a  due  ReflecStion 
upon  the  different  Charadters  of  thofe  who  are  ready  to 
attempt  againft  Government,  and  thofe  who  are  willing 
to  defend  it. — The  firft  are  Men  of  rafh,  furious,  and 
inconfiderate  Characters. — They  are  Men  of  defperate 
Fortunes,  who  laugh  at  your  Provifions  for  the  Confif- 
cation  of  their  Pofterity,  to  whom  they  have  no  Eftates 
to  leave. — Whereas,  they  who  are  naturally  difpofed  to 
maintain  Government,  are  Men  of  the  beft  Senfe,  who 
refiedl  ferioufly,  and  confider  coolly  upon  the  Confe- 
quence  of  every  Step  they  takej  Men  of  gentle  and  hu- 
mane Tempers,  who  regard  their  Wives  and  Chil- 
dren tenderly  ;  Men  of  great  Properties,  great  Rank, 
and  hereditary  Honours ;  by  which  they  are  tied  to  the 
Government  under  which  they  are  protected,  and  which 
they  will  be  very  unwilling  to  put  to  any  Hazard. — > 
From  this  Differnce  of  Charader  and  Circumftances, 
it  muft  be  evident  to  every  thinking  Man,  that  the  Se- 
verities you  are  now  propofing  to  enadt,  are  fuch  as  can 
have  little  or  no  EfFe6l  to  deter  any  one  Man  from  en- 
tering into  treafonable  Pradices  againfl  the  Prince  in 
Pofleffion  of  the  Crown,  but  they  are  fuch  as  will  de- 
ter thoufands  from  affording  any  perfonal  Afliflance  to 
him,  in  Cafe  of  any  fuch  Event. 

*  Let  us  learn  by  Experience,  and  profit  by  Exam-^ 
pie.  Did  this,  or  any  other  extravagant  Power,  fecure 
the  Perfon,  or  the  Government,  of  a  fingle  Emperor 

in 
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in  Rome?  It  availed  to  fix  an  eternal  Tyranny  upon  \he     Anno  t?. 
?co^\q  oi  Rome.     It  never  fixed  a   fingle  Family.     ItGeo.  il.  174. 
never  preferved  an  Emperor.     If  it  prevented  open  Re-  -«-»«"'V*"'*«^ 
bellions  in  a  fevir  Inflrances,  which  it  is  not  evident  it 
did  in  any,  the  Prince's  Lot  vv^as  not  at  all  the  better 
for  it.     Time  begot  Emperors  and  Minifters,  who  were 
weak  enough,  trufting  in  the  vain  Prote6lion  of  this  empty 
Power,  to  commit  a  thoufand  Outrages  upon  the  People. 
* — Thefe  Injuries  begot  Traitors,  and  the  Rigour  of  the 
Government   begot    defpairing   Traitors. — From  that 
Time  forward,  ^^772^  became  a  very  Shambles  both  to 
the  Princes  and  the  People.     All  Attempts  againft   the 
Emperors  were  made  upon  their  Perfons  ; — andTreafon, 
when  it  takes  this  Turn,  can  never  be  refifled. — it  may 
be  afcribed  to  Laws  of  this  Nature,  that  fcarce  ten  of 
their  whole  Number  died  a  natural  Death. 

*  I  have  troubled  you  very  much  too  long,  though  I 
have  yet  a  great  deal  more  to  fay  upon  this  Subject. — 
But  1  will  flop  here.  I  am  forry,  for  the  Credit  of  this 
Government,  to  which  I  wifh  fo  well,  and  for  the  ill 
Ufe  that  may  be  made  of  the  very  Motion  itfelf,  (whe- 
ther it  (hould  pafs  or  not)  that  this  Claufe  was  ever 
brought  before  us.  It  is  contrary  to  natural  Juftice,  it  is 
contrary  to  the  antient  and  modern  Principles  of  this 
Conflitution  ;  it  is  big  with  Ruin  to  the  People,  and  with 
Danger  to  the  Prince : — And,  for  thefe  Reafons,  my  Voice 
fhall  go  as  loud  againfl  it  as  I  am  able  to  give  it.' 

Nicholas  Fazakerky^  Efq;  fpoke  in  Subftance  as  fol- 
lows : 

«  Sir, 

*  As  I  was  not  only  one  of  thofe  who  promoted  this  Nicholas  Faxa 
Bill,  but  one  of  thofe  who  moved  for  it,  and  brought  ketiey,  Eiqi 
it  in,  I  think  myfelf  called  on,  to  give  my  Reafons  for 
moving  for  it;  and  as  I  am  againft  agreeing  to,  at  leafl, 
one  of  the  Amendments  made  by  the  other  Houfe,  I 
(hall  at  the  fame  Time  give  my  Reafons  for  being 
againfl  that  Amendment.  When  his  Majefly  commu- 
nicated to  us  the  Intelligence  he  had  received,  that  the 
eldeft  Son  of  the  Pretender  was  arrived  in  France^  and 
that  Preparations  were  making  there  to  invade  this 
Kingdom ;  and  when,  by  an  Information  which  was 
foon  after,  by  his  Majefty's  Order,  laid  before  us,  it  ap- 
peared 
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Anno  17.  peered,  that  the  Pretender's  Son  was  actually  at  Calais: 
Geo.  II.  1744-  I  hy^  when  thefe  Things  were  communicated  to  us,  I 
coniidered  the  dangerous  Situation  we  were  in,  with  Re- 
gard to  that  young  Gentleman,  The  Father  flood  then. 
attainted  by  Law,  and  therefore,  it  w^as  High  Treafon 
to  keep  any  Correfpondence  with  him  j  but  as  to  the 
Son,  who  was  then  within  Sight  of  England^  a  Corre- 
fpondence might  be  kept  with  him,  either  by  Letter  or 
Meffage ;  and  if  no  treafonable  Dengn  appeared  irr  the 
Letter  or  MefTage,  the  Correfpondent  could  be  accufcd 
of  no  Crime,  nor  was  in  any  Danger.  This,  Sir,  1  rauft 
confefs,  1  thought  a  very  dangerous  Circumilance  ;  for 
though  I  was  fure,  that  no  Subje6l  of  this  Kingdom 
would  carry  on  a  Correfpondence  with  him^unlefs  it  was 
with  a  treafonable  Defign,  yet  it  might  be  carried  on,  I 
knew,  in  Terms  fo  obfcure,  as  to  render  it  impoflible 
to  difcover  the  real  Defign  ;  and  therefore  I  thought  it 
necelTary  to  have  fome  Law  made  for  preventing  any 
fuch  Correfpondence  ;  but  at  the  fame  Time  I  thought 
it  was  the  Bufinefs  of  thofe,  who  are  the  Servants  of 
the  Crown,  to  propofe  fuch  a  Law ;.  and,  that  they 
might  not  have  any  Pretence  to  fay,  they  had  been  fore- 
flailed  or  prevented  by  my  Oincioufnefs,  I  waited  from 
the  15th  oi  February^  which  was  the  Day  his  Majefty 
firft  communicated  to  us  his  Intelligence,,  in  daily  Ex-? 
pedation  of  hearing  fome  fuch  Propofition  made  to  us 
by  thofe,  v/hofe  Duty  it  was  to  make  it. 
.  '  But  as  no  fuch  Propofition  came  from  that  Quarter, 
an  Hon.  Gentleman,  who,  perhaps,  had  the  fa-me  Way 
of  thinking  with  me,  upon  this  Subje£l,  moved  at  lafti 
upon  the  6th  Day  of  laft  Month,  for  fuch  a  Bill  as  I 
had  long  before  thought  on  5  and  when  he  moved  for  it, 
1  thought  myfelf  bound,  as  a  Member  of  this  Houfe, 
and  as  a  real  Friend  to  our  prefent  happy  Eftablifhment, 
though  no  immediate  Servant  of  the  Crown,  to  fecond 
his  Motion.  This,  Sir,  was  my  chief  Reafon  for  fe- 
conding  the  Motion  for  that  Bill,  and  in  promoting  its 
Progrefs  through  this  Houfe  ;  but  at  the  fame  Time,  I 
Ihall  readily  own,  I  had  another  Reafon,  and  fuch  a 
one  as,  I  hope,  will  likewife  be  approved  of.  His  Ma- 
jefty,  I  believe,  never  refoiv.ed  upon  any  public  Mea- 
fure,  but  what  he  thought  for  the  Benefit  of  his  Brit'tjh 
Dominions :  This,  I  fay,  I  believe,  and  the  Conftitu- 

tion 
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iionol'our  Government  obligeth  me  to  believe  It.  Ne-  Amo  17. 
verthelefs,  I  have  long  thought,  that  by  the  Advice  of  p^^-  ^i-  '744- 
evil  Counfellors,  he  has  been  led  into  Meafures  that 
were  diametrically  oppofite  to  the  Intereft  of  thefe 
Kingdoms ;  and  fuch  Meafures,  I  haveconftantly  oppo- 
ied  or  condemned,  as  often  as  they  came  before  us,  for 
our  Authority  or  Approbation.  As  we  have  the  Mif- 
fortune  to  have  a  Pretender  to  our  Crown,  I  know^ 
that  Minillers  never  fail  to  mifreprefent  ihofe  who  op- 
pofe  the  Meafures  they  advife^  and  to  perfulade  his  Ma- 
jefty,  that  they  are  Friends  to  the  Pretender,  and  con- 
(ecjuently  Enemies  to  his  Perfon  and  Family  5  by  which 
Means,  his  Majefty  may  be,  arid,  I  fear,  too  often  is 
led  into  a  fatal  Miftake,  in  fuppofing  thofe  to  be  his 
Enemies,  who  are  in  reality  his  bell  Friends.  This,  I 
fufpecSted,  might  be  the  Cafe,  with  Regard  to  myfelf, 
and  many  other  Gentlemen  in  this  Houfe  ;  and  as  thofe 
iVho  ought  to  have  introduced  this  Bill,  had  for  near 
two  Months  negle6led  it,  I  thought  v/e  could  not  have 
a  better  Opportunity  for  endeavouring  to  remove  this 
Miftake,  than  that  of  introducing  and  promoting  this 
Bill ;  but,  I  am  afraid,  that  by  what  the  Minifters 
have  taken  Care  to  add  to  it,  in  the  other  Houfe,  our 
Endeavours  will  be  rendered  unfuccefsful ;  for  from  the 
Oppohtion  that  v/iil  probably  be  made  to  thefe  Addi- 
tions, they  will  take  a  new  Occafion  to  reprefent  us  as 
Jacobites^  which  is,  in  Truths  the  fame  with  faying, 
that'  all  thofe  who  are  not  ready  to  give  up  the  Liberties 
of  their  Country,  are  Friends  to  the  Pretender,  and 
Enemies  to  his  Majefly's  Perfon  and  Family  ;  and  whe- 
ther or  no  the  Courtiers,  who  thus  mifreprefent  to 
his  Majefty  the  greatefi:  Part  of  his  Subjects,  are  true 
Friends  to  him  or  his  Family^  I  fliall  leave  to  this 
Houfe  to  judge.-^It  is  eafy  to  fee  through  their  De- 
lign  :  They  make  thofe  Mifreprefentations  with  a  View 
to  ingrofs  to  themfelves  alone  all  the  Honours,  Offices, 
and  Preferments  in  the  Difpofal  of  the  Crown  ;  but  by 
this  Means,  they  make  their  Sovereign  the  Head  of  a 
Faction  onlv^  that  will  be  found  contemptible,  if  ever 
the  People  fhould^  by  fuch  Condu6^,  be  ftirred  up  to 
take  the  proper  Methods  for  the  Vindication  of  their 
juft  Rights  and  Privileges. 

T  *  From 
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Anno  I-.  *  From  what  I  have  faid,  Sir,  Gentlemen  will  fee, 

Geo.  ii.  1744.  that  this  Bill  was  introduced  and  promoted  by  the  Gen- 
'  tiemcn  in  the  Oppofition,  Virith  a  *Defign  to  remove^ 
not  any  foreign  but  a  domeftic  Mrflrake,  and  a  Miftake 
that  may  be  more  fatal  to  us,  than  any  Miftake  Fo- 
reigners can  fall  into. — The  Difference  between  Dif- 
content  and  Difaffe^^ion  is  far,  from  being  the  Produce 
folely  of  this  Ifldnd  :  It  is  to  be  found  in  other  Coun- 
tries as  well  as  this ,  and  is  a'<  well  underftood  by  Fo- 
reigners as  by  ourfelves,  though  1  cannot  fay,  that  in 
other  Countries,  the  Difcontented  are  fo  apt  to  become 
difaffefted  as  in  this  ;  becaufe  in  moft  other  Countries 
they  wifely  confider,  that  a  King  of  any  Family  may  be 
mifled  by  his  Minifters;  and  that  therefore  they  ought 
to  feek  for,  and  may  obtain  a  Rcdrefs  of  Grievances 
by  removing  their  Minifters,  without  removing  or 
changing  their  Royal  Family.  But,  even  in  this 
Country,  it  is  hardly  pofiible  for  Difcc^tent  to  deviate 
into  Difaffedion,  till  the  People  are^generally  con- 
vinced, that  they  can  expedl  no  Redrefs  of  Grievances 
under  the  Family  then  upon  the  Throne:  Then  indeed, 
and  not  till  then,  they  may  become  generally  difaffeded 
as  well  as  difcontented  ;  and  then  they  may  caft  their  Eyes 
upon  another  Family  for  Relief.  This  is  what  every  Man, 
who  is  a  true  Friend  to  ourprefent  RoyalFamily,  will  en- 
deavour to  prevent  J  but  this  is  not  to  be  prevented  by  penal 
Lavi's,  or  fevere  Punilhments :  On  the  contrary,  fuch 
Laws,  and  fuch  Punifhments,  may  very  probably  lead  the 
People  into  this  Way  of  thinking  ;  and  nothing,  in  my 
Opinion,  can  more  effectually  contribute  to  this,  than 
a  new  Sufpenfion  of  that  Law  in  the  Queen's  Time, 
which,  as  it  ftands  at  prefent,  will  foon  put  an  End  to 
thofe  Punishments  that  are,  and  ought  to  be  the  Terror 
of  every  (rte  People,  becaufe  they  are  the  Offspring  of 
arbitrary  Power,  and  have  always  been  its  cKief  Engine 
for  oppreifing  the  Virtuous  and  Brave. 

*  For  this  Reafon,  Sir,  my  Concern  for  the  Prefer- 
vation  of  our  prefent  happy  Eftablifhment  is  one  of  my 
chief  inducements  to  oppofe  the  Amendment  that  has 
been  made  by  the  Lords,  for  a  further  Sufpenfion  of 
that  Law ;  for  as  to  the  other  Amendment,  though  I 
thir»k  it  a  little  extraordinary,  I  (hall  not  oppofe  it.  I 
fay,  I  think  it  a  little  extraordinary  i  becaufe  the  Pre- 
tend er'^s 
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lender*s  two  Sons  are  as  much  Foreigners  as  any  French-     ^f,^^  ,^^ 

man  born  at  Paris,  or  as  any  Italian  born  at  Rome  j  and  ^eo.  11. 

as  we  have  no  Proof  of   their  having  ever  fet  up  any 

Claim  to  the  Crown   of  thefe  Kingdoms,  I  think  we 

may  juft  as  properly  attaint  every  Frenchman^  Spaniard^ 

or  Italian^  that  fhail  attempt  to  land  as  an  Enemy,  in 

any  of  his   Majefty's  Britifh    Dominions,  as  to  attaint 

cither  of  the  Pretender's  Sons.     However,  I  (hall  not 

oppofe  your  agreeing  to  this  Amendment;  becaufe,  tho' 

I  think  it  improper,  I  do  not  think  it  can  do  any  Harm 

to  the  Royal  Family  now  upon  our  Throne  ;  but  as  to 

that  Amendment  which  fufpends  the  EfFe6l  of  the  7th 

of  Queen  Anne^  during  the  Lives  of  the  Pretender's  two 

Sons,  which  every  Man   in  the  Kingdom  will  loojc  on 

as  a  Repeal,  1  am  furprifed  how  any  Friend  to  our  pre- 

fent  Royal  Family  could  think  of  propofing  it  \  becaufca 

in  my  Opinion,  nothing  can  more  effe^ually  contribute 

to  fpread  Difaffedtion,  and  to  rivet  it  in  the  Minds  of 

the  People. 

'  But  this,  Sir,  is  far  from  being  my  only  Reafon  i 
Forfeitures  and  Confifcations  1  have  always  thought  un-^ 
juft,  cruel,  and  of  dangerous  Confequence  to  the  Liber- 
ties of  a  free  People  ;  and  I  ftill  think  fo,  natwithftand- 
ing  all  that  has  been  faid  by  my  Hon.  and  learned  Friend 
in  Vindication  of  them.  This,  Sir,  I  fa)r,  is  ftill  my 
Opinion ;  and  as  I  differ  from  a  Gentleman  lb  defervedly 
cfteemed  for  his  Learning  and  Knowledge  in  the  Laws 
of  Nature  and  Nations,  as  well  as  the  Laws  ^of  his 
Country,  I  hope  the  Houfc  will  have  Patience  to  hear 
my  Reafons.  That  Gentlemen  may  not  be  dazzled 
and  milled  by  the  Glare  of  great  Karnes  in  the  Republic 
of  Letters,  I  fhall  begin  with  two  Obfervations ;  the 
iirft  of  which  is,  that  both  Grotius  and  Puffendorf  wrote 
under  the  Patronage  of  arbitrary  Monarchs,  and  in 
Countries  where  Forfeitures  for  Treafon  had  been  efta- 
bliftied  for  Ages,  and  where  it  would  have  been  dan- 
gerous to  have  condemned  them  abfolutely  j  to  which  I 
ihall  add,  that  both  thefe  learned  Men  wrote  when  it 
was  both  unufual  and  dangerous  to  enquire  freely  into 
Opinions,  either  religious  or  political,^  that  had  been 
long  and  univerfally  received,  and  implicitly  fubmitted 
to.  My  fecond  Obfervation  is,  that  all  thofe,  who  have 
T  2  applied 
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Anno  T7.  applied  tbemfelveS  much  to  the  Study  cf  the  Civil  otf 
Roman  Law,  are  apt  to  refine  and  diftinguifti  (o  nicely^ 
that  they  often  lofe  Sight  of  common  Senfe  ;  which,  as 
I  (hall  (hew,  is  the  Cafe  of  both  thefe  Gentlemen,  in 
the  very  Qiieftion  now  under  our  Confideration. 

*  Both  agree  in  this.  Sir,  that  the  Innocent  ought 
not  to  be  punifhed  for  the  Crimes  of  the  Guilty  ;  hut 
then,  in  order  to  juftify  the  Punifhment  of  Forfeiture* 
or  Confircation,  they  fay,  a  Damage  or  Lofs  may  be 
fufFered  dire£lly,  or  conftquentially  5-  and  they  conclude 
that  the  Innocent  may,  by  the  Punifhment  of  the  Guilty,^ 
be  fubje(fted  to  a  confeqmential  Damage  or  Lofs,  but  not 
to  a  dire6t  one.  ThQ  latter,  they  fay,  a  Man  is  fub- 
jecled  to,  when  he  is  deprived  of  a  Property  already 
vefted  in  him  ;  and  the  former  is,  when  a  Man  has  a 
conditional  Right,  but  is  deprived  of  that  Right,  by  in-* 
tercepting  the  Condition,  as  they  call  it,  that  is,  by  pre- 
venting the  Condition's  taking  Place.  Thus,  they  fay. 
Children  have  but  a  conditional  Right  to  the  Father^s* 
Eftate,  beeaufe  they  cannot  come  to  the  Inheritance  of 
it,  unlefs  the  Father  preferves  it  for  them  till  he  dies  5 
and  therefore,  the  Forfeiture  of  the  Father  is  not  a  Pu- 
Jiifhment  upon^  but  only  a  confequential  Lofs  to  the 
Children.  I  fhali  not  difpute  about  Words,  Sir^  be^- 
caufe  from  the  Definition  my  learned  Friend  gave  U5^ 
if  the  Children  were  put  to  Death,  it  could  not  properly 
be  called  a  Punifhment,  fmce  there  muft  be  Malum  Ac-^ 
ilon'is^  in  order  to  make  the  Malum  Paffionis  a  Punifh- 
ment;  but  furely,  it  is  an  Injury  to  Itrip  a  Child  by* 
Forfeiture  of  his  Father's  Eftate,  even  fuppofing  he  h^d 
but  a  conditional  Right  to  it ;  beeaufe  by  the  AB.  of 
the  Law,  that  Condition  is  intercepted,  upon  which^ 
he  was  to  have  had  the  Eftate  of  the  Father,  We  may 
as  well  fay,  that  a  Man  who  robs  the  Father  upon  t'he^ 
Highway,  does  no  Injury  to  the  Children,  beeaufe  he 
only  intercepts  the  Condition,  upon  which  the  Chil- 
<^ren  were  to  have  haid  the  Money  ;  for  by  the  Law  of 
Nature,  thefupreme  Magifhate,  or  the  Public,  has  na 
more  Right  to  the  Eftate  of  a  Traitor,  than  a  Hi|h- 
wayman  has  to  the  Money  of  the  Man  he  robs. 

'  But  the  Suppofuion,  Sir,  that  the  Child  has  but  z 

conditional  P..ight  to  the  Eftate  o\  the  Father,  is  falfe; 

for  he  h^s  a   natural  Right  to  hrs  Share  of  ity  ixom  the 

I  verv 


ydry  Moment  of  his  Birth  ;  and  by  the  Rofnan  Law,  Anno  17. 
even  the  Father  himfelf  could  not  entirely  diveft  the  ^^°-  ^^-  ^744* 
Child  of  that  Right,  or  abfolutely  difinherit  him  with-  ^— — v— — 
out  a  juft  Caufe.  For  the  Benefit  of  Commerce,  it  is 
true,  and  for  keeping  Children  in  due  Obedience,  the 
Laws  of  Society  have  left  it  in  the  Father's  Power  to 
Squander  his  Eftate,  in  his  Life-Time,  and  to  give  the 
Whole,  or  a  great  Part,  to  Strangers  by  his  Will ;  but 
can  it  be  faid,  that  a  Man,  who  fquanders  his  Eilate, 
or  without  any  juft  Caufe  difmherits  his  Children,  does 
no  Injury  to  them  ?  This  Diftinclion  therefore  between 
/dire£l  and  conf^quential  Damage,  muft  in  this  Cafe  be 
allowed  to  be  a  Diftin(3:ion  without  a  Difference  ;  and 
it  might  be  made  Ufe  of,  for  ftripping  Creditors  of 
what  may  be  due  to  them  from  the  Traitor,  as  well  as 
for  ftripping  his  Children ;  for  Creditors  have  no 
Property  vefted  in  them  :  They  have  only  a  Right  of 
Adiion  to  recover  their  Debts,  if  the  Debtor  is,  or  dies 
worth  fo  much ;  and  therefore,  the  Forfeiture  of  the 
Eftate  of  a  Traitor,  without  referving  any  Thing  for 
his  Creditors,  would  only  be  a  confequential  Da- 
mage to  them,  by  intercepting  the  Condition,  upon 
which  alone  they  could  recover  their  Money, 

^  Thus  we  muft  fee,  Sir,  that  this  Do6lrine  of  con- 
sequential Damage  might  be  pleaded  as  a  Reafon  for 
great  Injuftice,  by  making  all  the  Creditors  of  a  Trai- 
tor fufFer,  as  well  as  his  Children  ;  and  this,  I  find,  was 
adiually,  in  former  Times,  the  Law  of  Scotland.  We 
^re  not,  therefore,  blindly  to  give  up  our  Judgment  in 
this  Cafe,  either  to  the  learned  Grotius^  or  the  learned 
Puffendorf;  and  the  latter  is  even  obliged,  at  laft,  to 
confefs  the  Cruelty  of  thefe  Laws  of  Forfeiture  ;  for  af- 
:ter  he  has  followed  Grotius  in  thus  diftinguiftiing  between 
^.dire£l  and  confequential  Damage,  as  my  learned  Friend 
repeated  to  you,  he  concludes  that  very  Paragraph  with 
thefe  Words ;  "'  But,  however,  it  was  tfuly  an  unjuji 
and  barbarous  Law,  as  Buchanan  calls  it,  which  was 
made  by  Mogaldus,  King  of  Scotland-^  That  all  the 
Goods  and  Chattels  of  condemned  Criminals  were  to 
be  forfeited  to  the  Crown,  excluding  their  Wives  and 
Children  from  any  Part  of  them.''  Thus  Pufferidorf^ 
at  the  End  of  this  Paragraph,  exprefsly  condemns  what,. 
in  the  former  Part,  he  has  been  endeavouring  to  juftify  ; 

T  3  and 
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Anno  ly.  and  every  Man,  who  confiders  comtnon  Senfe,  with- 
Ceo.  II,  1744.  out  allowing  himfelf  to  be  confounded  with  fubtilt)!- 
flindions,  muft  join  with  Puffendorf  SluA  Buchanan  in 
this  Condemnation.  '        ' 

'  Having  faid  fo  much.  Sir,  of  the  dire^-,  and  con- 
fequential  Damage,  which  innocent  Perfons  may  be 
fubje£lcd  to,  I  fhall  prefume  to  give  my  Opinion,  where 
alone  the  latter 'can  have  any  Place  ;  and  that  is,  where 
the  Confequence  is  not  created  by  the  Law,  but  proceeds 
necefiarily  from  the  Nature  of  Things.  When  a  Man 
has  been  a  good  Flufband  to,  and  is  beloved  by  his 
Wife,  if  he  commits  a  capital  Crime,  and  fufFers  iot 
it,  {lie  is,  in  Confequence  of  his  Punifhment,fubje61:ed 
to  a  Dariiage  or  Misfortune  :  So  when  a  Man  provides 
handfomely  for  his  Family  by  his  Induftry,  and  has  no 
other  Way  of  providing  for  them;  I  fay,  when  fuel]  a 
Man  fufters  Death  for  any  capital  Crime,  his  Children  are, 
in  Confequence  of  hisPunifhment,  fubjeded  to  a  Damage 
or  Misfortune :  But  then,  in  both  thefe  Cafes,  the  Confe- 
quence proceeds  naturally  and  necefTarily  from  hisPunifh- 
ment,  and  not  from  theAdof  the  Law:  Whereas  the  For- 
feiture of  a  Man's  Eftate,  is  neither  a  natural  nor  a  ne- 
ceflary  Confequence  of  his  Punifhment  :  It  is  a  Confe- 
quence created  exprefsly  and  fblely  by  the  Law,  and  as 
it  afFeds  innocent  Perfons,  by  rendering  them  wretch- 
ed all  the  Days  of  their  Life,  that  Law  muft  be  unjuft. 

'  After  having  thus  (hewn.  Sir,  that  the  Law  of  For- 
feitures and  Confifcatiohs  is  unjuft,  I  think  I  need  not 
fpend  much  Time  in  (hewing,  that  it  is  contrary  to  Re- 
iigipn  5  for  every  Thing  that  is  unjuft  muft  be  contrary 
to  Religion,  both  natural  and  revealed.  But  I  was  fur- 
prifed  to  hear  my  learned  Friend  pretend,  that  Forfei- 
tures were  not  contrary  to  that  divine  Precef)t  delivered 
to  the  Jews^  becaufe  Forfeitures  were  not  Punifhments 
upon  the  Children,  but  only  a  confequential  Damage  ; 
for  if  the  Word  punifl)  were  to  be  taken  in  a  ftri6l  Senfe, 
according  to  his  Definition,  that  Precept  would  be 
downright  Nonfepfe ;  but  it  is  plain  that  the  Word  pU" 
nifry  is  there  taken  in  a  large  Senfe  for  any  Damage  or 
Lofs  a  Man  may,  by  Law,  be  made  to  bear  or  fufFer; 
therefore,  to  make  Children  fufFer  the  Lofs  of  their  Fa- 
ther's Eftate,  is  to  make  them  bear  the  Iniquity  of  their 
F^ther^  vy^hich  is  expref  ly  contrary  to  that  Divine  Lavi^, 
•  '^.  ..  '  .      V         ,.  '  Whether 
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<  Whether  Forfeitures  for  Treafon  were  introduced      Anno  17. 
after  the  Hebrew  Commonwealth  was  converted  into  an  .  ^^'    '  '744* 
abfolute  Monarchy,  I  (hall  not  at  prefent  determine  j  but 
It  is  very  certain,  that  we  find  nothinglike  fuch  a  Punifh- 
ment  inflidted  by  the  Laws  oiMofes  ;  and  if  DavU (ciz^d 
upon  the  Eftate  of  Sauiy  it  could   not  be  for  Treafon 
furely  ;  becaufe,  if  there  was  any  Treafon,  according 
to  all  human  Laws,  it  was  David,  and  not  Saul,    that 
was  guilty  of  it.     So,  likewife,  if  he  ftripped  Mephibo- 
Jheth  of  the  Lands  he  had  freely  reftored  to  him,  it  is  no 
Proof  that  Forfeitures  for  Treafon  were  in  Ufe.  among 
the  Jews  ;  for  MephiboJ})eth  was  not  fo  much  as  accufed 
of  Treafon  :    He  was  accufed  of  ingratitude  only,  and 
David,  by  an  AQ.  of  that  arbitrary  Power  he  was  pof- 
fefTed  of,  punifhed  him  for  that  Ingratitude.     But  fup- 
pofe  the  Kings  of  the  Jews  a6led  unjuftly,  or  that  they 
eftablifhed  unjufl  Laws,  their  Example  can  be  no  Au- 
thority ;  for  Samuel  had  before  warned  the  Jews  of  the 
Oppreffions  they  were  to  expert  from  Kings  :  He  had 
told  them,  that  the  King  would  take  their  Fields,  their 
Vineyards,  and  their  Olive-vards,  and  give  the  beft  of 
them  to  his  Servants  ;  and  Treafon  was,  perhaps,  the 
Pretence  made  Ufe  of  for  fuch  Oppreffions  by  that  Go- 
vernment, as  v/ell  as  by  every  arbitrary  Government ; 
for  fuch  Governments  may  eafily  get  any  Man  condemned 
for  Treafon  -,  and  our  State  Trials  may  convince  us,  that 
it  has  never  been  very  difficult,  even  in  this  limited  Go- 
vernment. 

'  A  noble  Lord  h-as  already  fuHy  anfwered  the  Argu- 
ment drawn  from  one  of  Cicero's  Letters,  for  proving 
that  Forfeitures  were  eft-abUflied  among  the  Romans^ 
even  in  the  virtuous  T'imes  of  their  Commonwealth  ; 
and,  indeed,  I  am  Airprifed  to  hear  any  Gentlemau 
pretend  they  were,  when  the  great  Roman  Hiftorian^ 
Titus  Livius^  has  To  exprefsly  told  us,  that  ^.  Scrvilius 
Ccepio  was  the  firft  after  their  King  Tarqiiinius  Superbus, 
whofe  Eftate  was  confifcated  ;  which  Punirnment  was 
inflided  upon  him  by  the  People,  in  the  647th  Year  of 
their  City,  for  his  havmg  bten  the  Occaiion,  by  h  s 
Rafhnefs,  of  the  Lofs  of  a  Battle  with  the  Cimbri,  in 
which  there  were  12O5OC0  of  the  Romans  killed  ;  and 
though  we  cannot  wonder  at  that  People's  having  been, 

T  4  by 
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Anno  57.  by  fuch  a  Lofs,  provoked  toinfli£t  fuchan  extraordinary 
?^^*.^^'  ^'^^^^'  Funiilmient,  yet  it  v.- as  fcon  found  to  be  a  moft  terrible 
Precedent ;  for  in  a  few  Y~ears  afterwards,  the  Heads  of 
their  victorious  Fadions  began  their  Profcriptions,  and 
murdered  and  forfeited  one  another  in  , their  Turns,  till 
thsre  was  hardly  a  great  Family  left  remaining  among 
them. 

'  Now,  Sir,  with  regard  to  the  Laws  of  England^  it 
is  very  certain  that  Forfeitures  and  Confifcations  for 
Treafon  and  Felony,  make  at  prefent,  and  have  made, 
I  believe,  ever  fnice  the  Conqueft,  a  Part  of  our  Law. 
Neverthelefs,  I  think  it  is  certain  that  they  are  incon- 
fiftent  with  the  Spirit  of  cur  Law.  Our  common  Lav/ 
is,  by  all  our  Lawyers,  faid  to  be  common  Reafon ; 
therefore,  whatever  is  inconfiftent  with  common  Rea* 
fon,  mull:  be  inconfiftent  with  the  Spirit  of  our  Law, 
Then,  if  Forfeitures  and  Confifcations  be,  in  themfelves, 
unjufl  :  If  It  be  an  Injury  done  to  a  harmlefs  Child,  to 
take  from  him,  by  an  Aft  of  the  Law,  and  without  any 
Necellity,  what  naturally  belongs  to  him,  and  would 
otherwife  certainly  come  to  him:  I  fay,  if  this  be  an 
Injury,  as  I  have  fhewn  it  is,  the  Law  that  authorize? 
it  is  certainly  inconfiftent  with  common  Reafon,  and 
confequently  inconfiftent  with  the  Spirit  of  our  Law. 
What  the  Laws  v/ere  before  the  Conqueft,  we  know 
very  little  of:  The  Fragments  we  have  remaining,  were 
tranilated  into  Laiin.^  and  handed  down  tp  us,  by  ig- 
norant Monks ;  and,  therefore,  may  be  fuppofed  tQ 
be  filled  with  Frrors  and  Miflakes.  But  as  it  appears, 
that  pecuniary  Mul6fs  w^ere  the  Punifhments  inflifted 
upon  moil:  Crimes ;  it  is  not  probable,  that  the  For- 
feiture of  a  Man^s  Freehold  was  ever  inflicted  by  the 
Saxons^  as  the  Puni&ment  of  any  Crime  ;  and  there- 
fore, when  v*/e  fu'id  fome  Words  in  any  of  thefe  Laws, 
that  feem  to  relate  to  fuch  a  Punifhment,  we  ought, 
1  think,  to  fuppofe,  that  they  have  been  wrong 
tranflated  by  the  D^Ionks.  If  we  were  to  fuppofe, 
that  by  the  Law  of  AlfrecW^  mentioned  by  my 
learned  Friend,  a  Man  was  to  forfeit  his  whole 
Lttate,  that  Law  would  be  Nonfenfe,  and  the  latter 
Part  abfolutely  inconfiftent  with  the  firfl ;  for  af- 
ter it  has  faid,,  that  the  Criminal  (ball  be  deprived  of 
Life,  and  ^LMtnj  Thing  he  poiiefTes,  thefe  Words   arc 

added, 


[    289    3 

added,  St  feiffiwi  Culpa  eximere  voluerit^  facial  hoc  pro     ^nno  17. 

Mftimatione   Capitis   Regii.     It  a  eiiam  Ordinamus  pro  Geo.  II.  1744- 

omnibus  Perfonis^  iam   Cohnis   quam  Coinitibus.     That  ' 

is  to  fay,  if  he  would,  he  might  redeem  himfelf  from 

Punifhment,  by  paying  the  Value  of  the  King's  Head, 

or  of  the  Head  of  any  other  Perfon,  againft  whom  he 

had  confpired  ;  but  how  was  it  poilible  for  him  to  do  fo, 

if,  by  Law,  he  had  been  firft  ftript  of  all  he  had  ?  We 

muft,  therefore,  fuppofe,  that  the  Words,  Vita  prive- 

iur,  et  07}inibus  quts  pojjidet^  are  ill  tranflated  ;  or  that 

they  related   only  to  Pej-fons,  whofe  whole  Pofleffions 

were  not  equal  to  the  Value  of  that  Perfon's   Head, 

againft  whom  they  had  confpired.     And  as  to  the  Law 

of  /k^'s,  mentioned  by   my  learned  Friend,  the  Word 

Htereditatem^  there  inferted,  muft  be  underftood  in  fome 

confined  Senfe  ;  for  it  is  not  probable  that  a  Man  fliould 

be  punifhed  more  feverely  for  fighting  in  the  King's 

Palace,  than  for  confpiring  againft  the  King  himfelf. 

'  With  regard  to  fome  People,  Sir,  I  know  I  have 
been  all  this  while  arguing  in  vain.  They  confefs, 
that  Forfeitures  and  Confifcations,  when  annexed  to 
capital  Punifhments,  are  inconfiftent  with  Religion, 
Juftice,  and  the  Spirit  of  our  Lav/;  but  thefe  additional 
Puniiliments,  fay  they,  are  necelTary  for  the  Prefer.va- 
tion  of  Government,  and  preventing  Confpiracies  and 
Civil  Wars.  Did  they  ever  do  fo  in  any  Country  ? 
Did  the  Severity  of  the  Punifhment  ever  prevent  the 
Frequency  of  the  Crime  ?  Does  breaking  upon  the 
Wheel  prevent  Robberies  in  France?  Do  the  Punifh- 
ments of  Treafon  prevent  Treafons  and  Rebellions  in 
Jfia^  where  Traitors  are  put  to  the  moil  tormenting 
and  cruel  Deaths,  and  their  whole  Family  deftroyed  ? 
Sir,  there  is  fomething  in  the  Nature  of  Man  that  dif- 
dains  to  be  terrified  ;  and  therefore,  fevere  Punifhments 
have  never  been  found  efFeclual  for  preventing  any  Sort 
of  Crime.  The  moft  efFe(SI:ual  V\/ay  to  prevent  Crimes, 
is  to  prevent  the  Temptation  :  If  you  would  prevent 
Thefts  and  Robberies,  you  muft  take  Care  to  have  your 
People  educated  in  virtuous  Principles,  and  every  Man 
brought  up  and  inured  to  Labour  and  Induftry,  that  has 
no  Lftate  to  fubfift  on  :  If  you  would  prevent  Treafons, 
you  muft  do  it  by  the  Mildnefs  of  your  Government, 
in  order  to  prevent  the  Ambitious  from  having  any 

Matter 
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Anno  ly.  Matter  to  work  on,  or  any  Profpcdi  of  Succefs,  ^nd  to 
«co.  II.  1744*  prevent  any  Number  of  Men  from  being  rendered  de- 
fperate ;  for  defperate  Men  no  Laws  can  reftrain,  no 
Punilhments  frighten  ;  and  no  Man  ever  yet  confpired 
againft  a  Government  without  fome  Profpeft  of  Suc- 
cefs. I  am,  therefore,  fully  conviaced,  that  fevere  Pu- 
nifhments  always  promote,  inftead  of  preventing,  Con- 
fpiracies  and  Civil  Wars  ;  and  I  have  the  Experience  of 
all  Ages,  and  all  Countries,  for  fupporting  my  Opinion. 
Nay,  if  we  have  any  Faith  in  Providence,  we  muft  eX" 
ptA,  that  a  Government  Ihall  not  go  unpunifhed, 
which  injures  and  opprefTes  the  Fatherlefs,  the  Widow, 
and  the  Orphan. 

'  Thefe  fevere  Punifhments  upon  Treafon,  Sir,  ferve 
for  nothing  but  to  lull  a  Government  into  a  fatal  and 
miftaken  Security,  that  no  Man  will  venture  to  con- 
fpire  or  rebel  againft  them.  In  arbitrary  Governments, 
this  emboldens  Minifters  to  tyrannize  over,  and  opprefs 
the  People  j  and  in  limited  Governments,  it  encourages 
them  to  incroach  upon  the  Liberties  and  Privileges  of 
the  People.  In  both,  they  continue  their  Opprellions 
or  Incroachments  till  the  People  are  become  generally 
difcontented,  then  fome  defperate,  or  fome  ambitious 
Man  fets  Fire  to  the  Train,  and  the  Minifters,  too  of- 
ten with  their  Mafter,  are  blown  up  by  the  Combufti- 
bles,  which  they  themfelves  have  colle6ted  for  their  own 
Deftrudion.  It  was  to  this  Caufe  chiefly,  I  am  con- 
vinced, Sir,  that  we  owed  all  the  Civil  Wars,  and  all 
the  Revolutions,  that  have  happened  in  this  Country, 
almoft  ever  fmce  the  Conqueft  ;  and  if  we  remove  the 
Caufe,  I  may  venture  to  prophefy,  that  both  our  Civil 
Wars  and  Revolutions  will  be  lefs  frequent.  I  muft 
therefore  think,  that  the  Amendment  now  under  our 
Confideration,  is  one  of  the  moft  pernicious  Things 
th^t  was  ever  thought  on  for  our  prelent  Royal  Family, 
as  well  as  for  our  prefent  happy  Conftitution  ;  and  for 
this  Reafon,  let  the  Fate  of  the  Bill  be  what  it  will,  I 
fhall  be  againft  our  agreeing  to  the  Amendment.' 

And  the  Queftion  being  then  put,  that  the  Houfe  do 
agree  to  the  faid  Amendment,  it  was  carried  in  the 
Affirmative  by  185  to  ic6. — The  laft  Amendment, 
being  read  a  fecond  Time,  was  agreed  to  by  the  Houfe. 

May  7, 
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May  "],  An  IngrofTed  Bili,  for  the  better  Encourage-     Annoi-. 
ment  of  Seamen  in  his  Majefty's  Service,  and  Privateers,  ^«  •  "•  i744- 
to  annoy  the  Enemy,  was  read  the  third  Time,  and  *-      -~     ' 
paiTed. 

May  12.  By  his  Majedy's  Command,  the  Houfe  went 
up  to  attend  his  Majefty  in  the  Houfe  of  Peers,  when 
hks  Majefty  put  an  End  to  the  Selfion  of  Parliament 
with  the  foliow^ing  moft  gracious  Speech  frpm  the 
Throne. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen^ 
*'  T  Cannot  put  an  End  to  this  Seffion,  without  re- K.ing"$  Speecli 
««    j[    turnLng  you  my  hearty  Thanks  for  the  many  JJJ^j^;;^'^*^^ 
*'  Demoafii-ations  you  have  given  me,  during  the  Courfe 
*'  of  it,  of  your  good  AfFe6tions,  and  of  your  Zeal 
*'  for  the  Support  of  my  jGovernment, 

"  The  great  Preparations  made  by  France  on  the 
**  Side  of  the  Aufirlan  Netherlands^  mufl:  convince  all 
*'  Europe  of  the  ambitious  and  deftruftive  Views  of  that 
"  Crown,  in  beginning  the  prefent  War.  It  fhall  be 
*"'  my  Care,  in  Conjunction  with  my  Allies,  to  purfue 
*'  the  moft  proper  Meafures  to  difappoint  them,  and  to 
•«  profecute  the  War  in  fuch  a  Manner,  as  may  be 
*'  moft  effectual  for  procufring  a  fafe  and  honourable 
*'  Peace.  My  good  Friends,  the  States  General,  have 
*'  already,  in  Parfuance  of  my  Requifition,  agreed  to 
*'  fufnifh  the  Sutcours  ftipulated  h^j  oiir  Treaties;  and 
•'  I  have  received  the  ftrongeft  Allurances  of  their  juft 
*'  Senfe,  not  only  of  the  Common  Danger,  but  alfo 
*'  of  the  infeparable  Connedlion  of  their  Interefts  with 
''  thofe  of  this  Kingdom,  which  I  fhall  not  fail  to 
'^  improve  for  the  general  Good  of  the  Common 
«*  Caufe." 

Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons^ 
<«  The  great  Readinefs,  and  Regard  to  the  public 
«*  Service,  which  you  have  Ihewn,  in  granting  the 
*''  Supplies  for  the  current  Year,  are  highly  acceptable 
*'  to  me.  You  may  depend  upon  it,  That  they  fhall 
*«  be  ftri(Stly  applied  to  the  Ends  for  which  they  were 
«'  given,  and  in  fuch  Manner,  as  may  be  moft  for  the 
**  Honour  and  Advantage  of  Great  Britain^ 

3  ^ 
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My  Lords  and  Genilemen^ 
*'  Let  me  earneftly  recommend  to  you,  in  your  fe^ 
"  veral  Stations,  to  be  vigilant  in  prefervirig  the  Peaccg 
<'  and  good  Order  of  the  Kingdom.  I  promife  myfelf, 
«'  you  will  ferioufly  confider,  That,  in  the  prefent  Con- 
<<  juncture,  ycu  are  particularly  called  upon,  by  all 
«'  the  Motives  of  Duty  and  Intereft,  to  ftir  up  and 
*'  cultivate  in  the  Miods  of  my  People,  an  hearty,  and 
^^  more  than  ordinary  Zeal  for  the  Maintenance  and 
*«  Defence  of  our  holy  Religion,  and  excellent  Con- 
«'  ftitution,  againft  the  malicious  Defigns  of  our 
'«  Enemies." 

After  which  the  Lord  Chancellor  prorogued  the  Par- 
liament to  the  ^ift  of  June. 


T      A      B      L      E 
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Public  ACTS  paffed  during  the  Third 
Seffion  of  the  Third  ParHament  of  King 
George  IL 


AN  A6^,  For  granting  a  Land-Tax  for  1744. 
An  A61,  For  continuing  the  Duties  upon  Malt, 
Alum^  Cyder y  and  Perry ^  for  the  Service  of  the  Tear 

^744. 

An  A£i:,  To  impower  his  Majejfy  to  fecure  and  detain 
fuch  Perfonsy  as  his  Majefty  Jhall  fufpei:!  are  confpiring 
againfi  his  Per  [on  and  Government, 

An 
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An  A(^j  Ti?  amend  and  make  more  eff'eBuat  the  Laws      Anno  17. 
relating  to  Rogues^  Vagabonds^  and  other  idle  and  difor-  Geo.  il.  1744.. 
derly  Perfons  ;  and  to  Houfes  of  CorrcSiion. 

An  A6t,  To  oblige  Over  Jeers  of  the  Poor,  to  give  pub- 
lic Notice  of  Rates  made  for  the  Relief  of  the  Poor,  and 
to  produce  the  fame. 

An  A^l,  For  taking  and  fw earing  Affidavits,  to  be 
made  ufe  of  in  any  of  the  Courts  of  the  County  Palatine 
of  Lancafter. 

An  A6t,  To  prevent  the  committing  of  Abufes  in  the 
Weighing  and  Packing  of  Butter  in  the  Borough  of  New- 
Malton,  in  the  County  of  York. 

An  hSt,  For  raifing  and  eJiaUiJhing  a  Fund,  for  a 
Provifionfor  the  Widows  and  Children  of  the  Minijiers  of 
the  Church  of  ^cot\2.nd,  and  of  the  Heads,  Principals, 
and  Majiers,  of  the  Univerftties  of  St^  Andrew's,  Giaf- 
gow,  and  Edinburgh. 

An  hdi.  For  granting  to  his  Majejly  the  'Surplus,  or 
Remainder,  of  the  Monies  arifen,  or  to  arife,  by  the  Du^ 
ties  on  Spirituous  Liquors,  granted  by  an  j£f  of  the  lafi 
Sejfton  of  Parliament ;  and  for  explaining  and  amending 
the  f aid  ASf  in  Relation  to  the  Retailers  of  fuch  Liquors  ; 
and  for  ejiablijhing  an  Agreeinent  with  the  united  Com- 
pany of  Merchants  of  England,  trading  to  the  Eaft- 
Indies* 

An  A6^,  For  raifing  by  Annuities  and  a  Lottery,  in 
Manner  therein  mentioned,  the  Sum  of  1,800,000/.  at 
3  /.  per  Cent   per  Annnum,  for  the  Service  of  the  Tear 

1744. 

An  A(3:,  For  the  fpeedy  and  effeSiual  Recruiting  of  his 
Majejly^s  Land- Forces  and.  Marines,  for  the  Tear  1744. 

An  A&,  For  punifhing  Mutiny  and  Defertion,  and 
for  the  better  Payment  of  the  Army  and  their  Quarters* 

An  Kdi,  For  laying  a  Duty  of  Two  Pennies  Scots,  or 
a  fixth  Part  of  a  Penny  Sterling,  upon  every  Scots  Pint 
6f  Ale  and  Beer,  which  fhall  he  brewed  for  Sale,  hr  ought 
into,  tapped,  or  fold,  within  the  Town  of  Borrow^oun^ 
fiefs,  and  Liberties  thereof,  in  the  County  of  Linlithgow, 
for  repairing  the  Harbour  of  the  f aid  Town. 

An  Adt,  For  dividing  and  incloftng  certain  common 
Fields,  in  the  Hamlet  ^/'Shipton,  in  the  Pariff)  ofWm- 
&0W,  Bucks* 

An 
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Aano  17.  An  AB^  For  inckfmg  the  common  and  wajie  Ground y 

Geo.  II.  1744.   r^/Z^iBafsledon -heath,  Berks. 

An  A(ft,  For  inclofing  and  dividing  the  common  Fields ^ 
called  Flecknoe,  in  the  Parifh  of  Wolfhamcoat,  War- 
wickfhire. 

An  A<Sl,  For  inclofing  and  dividing  the  Common^  called 
the  Severals,  and  the  Moor,  lying  in  the  Manor  and 
Parifi  c/Mareham  le  Fen,  Lincolnfliire. 

An  A(a,  To  reSfify  a  Miflake  in  an  JSf^  made  this 
Seffion  of  Parliament^  intituled^  An  Ad  for  the  fpeedy 
4nd  efFeclual  recruiting  of  his  Majefty's  Land-Forces 
and  Marines,  for  the  Year  1744. 

An  A61,  For  granting  to  his  Majsfly  the  Sum  of  One 
Million  out  of  the  Sinking-Fund ;  and  for  applying  a  Sum 
remaining  in  the  Exchequer,  arifen  by  the  Coinage  Duty^ 
for  the  Service  of  the  Tear  1 744,  and  for  the  further  Ap^ 
propriaiing  the  Supplies  granted  in  this  Seffton  of  Par ^ 
liament ;  and  for  making  forth  Duplicates  of  Exchequer 
Bills^  Lottery  Tickets^  Certificates^  &c.  &c.  loji^  burnt , 
or  otherwife  deflroyed ;  and  for  giving  further  Time  for 
the  Payment  of  Duties  omitted  to  he  paid^  for.  the  Inden- 
tures  or  Contra^S  of  Clerks  and  Apprentices  ;  and  to  en- 
able the  Reverftonaries  of  certain  Annuities  therein  men- 
ilonedy  to  receive  fuch  Annuities^  if  the  fame  Jhall  not  be 
demanded  within  a  certain  Time  by  the  Annuitants  for 
Life^  until  Proof  be  made  that  fuch  Annuitants  are  living. 
An  AiSi:,  For  repealing  the  Duties  payable  upon  Glafs 
Beads,  and  for  granting  other  Duties  in  Lieu  thereof  &c. 
&c.  &c. 

An  A(3:,  To  make  it  High  Treafon  to  hold  Correfport'- 
dence  with  the  Sons  of  the  Pretender^  &c.  and  for  at- 
tainting them  of  High  Treafon,  in  Cafe  they  Jhall  land^ 
or  attempt  to  land,  in  Great- Britain,  or  any  of  the  Domi- 
nions thereto  belonging,  &c.  &c.  he. 

An  A(St,  For  the  better  Encouragement  of  Seamen  in 
his  Majefifs  Service^  and  Privateers^  to  anno-y  the 
Enemy, 

An  A£l,  For  the  more  effsdual  preventing,  of  the  af- 
fixing of  counterfeit  Stamps  to  foreign  or  other  Linen, 

An  A6t,  To  continue  the  Jeveral  Laws  therein  men- 
tioned, for  preventing  Theft  and  Rapine f  on  the  Northern 
borders  of  Enghnd,  ^c,  i^c,  &c, 

Ati 
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An  A<3:,  For  permitting  certain  Goods ^  therein  mutne-     ^""°  '7' 
Yated^  to  be  imported^  during  the  War^  in  BritijQi-^«///  '  ™"     *  '^'^'^' 
Shippings  the  Property  of  Foreigners^  &c.  .&c.  &c. 

An  A6t,  For  remedying  fome  DefeSis  in  an  ASi^  made 
43  Eliz.  intituled^  An  Ad  for  the  Relief  of  the  Poor. 

An  A6t,  To  explain^  amende  and  enlarge^  An  ASf 
made  16  and  17  Charles  II.  intituled^  An  A£t  for  regu- 
lating the  Meafures  and  Prices  of  Coals. 

An  A61:,  To  prevent  Difpuies,  touching  the  Parijhes  or 
Places  where  improved  Wdjies,  and  drained  and  improved 
Marjh  Lands^  Jhall  he  charged  to  Parochial  Rates. 

An  AcSt,  For  making  more  effectual  Provifion  for  en- 
lightening the  Streets  of  the  City  0/*  London. 

An  A<St,  To  explain  and  mak^  more  effeSiual  feveral 
A£fs  of  Parliament  y  he,  for  building  Weftminfter-Bridge, 
^c.  &c. 

An  A61:,  For  explaining  and  amending  an  A£l^  To  re- 
cover and  preferve  the  Navigation  of  the  River  Dee^  in 
the  County  Palatine  of  Chefler^  &c.  &c.  And  another 
ASl^  intitled^  An  A6t:  for  incorporating  the  Undertakers 
of  the  Navigation  of  the  River  Dee,  &c.  &c. 

An  Act,  For  confirming  Agreements  made  for  indofing 
and  dividing  Part  of  North  Stonham  Common,  in  the 
County  ^Southampton. 

An  A<51,  For  extinguijhing  a  Right  of  Common,  claimed 
by,  and  belonging  to,  the  Owners  and  Proprietors  of  an- 
cient Burgages  and  Tenements,  in  Ripon,  Littlethorpe, 
and  Bondgate,  in  the  County  of  York,  and  for  fettling 
and  providing  an  equivalent  for  the  f aid  Common  Right, 

Alfo  to  Sixteen  A6ls  relating  to  the  Repairing  the 
follov^^ing  Roads,  viz.  From  Chatham  to  St.  Dunftan's 
Crofs,  Canterbury,  Co,  Kent.  From  Harlow-Bufh 
Common  t^  Stamp  Crofs,  Co.  Eflex.  From  Skipfton 
Toll-gate  to  the  Top  of  Long  Compton  Hill,  Co.  Warv/. 
From  Chappel  on  the  Heath,  Co.  Oxon,  to  the  ^arry 
above  Bourton  on  the  Hill,  Co,  Glouc.  From  and  t$ 
Evefham,  Co.  Worceft.  From  Galley  Corner,  Co. 
Middlefex,  to  Lemsford  Mill,  Co,  Hertford.  From. 
Cherill  to  Shidley  Bridge,  and  from  Cherill  to  the  three 
Mile  Borough,  at  the  Top  of  Cherill  Hill,  Co,  Wilts. 
To  and  from  the  Town  of  Derby,  Co.  Derby.  From 
Coiefliil!,  Co,  Warvi^.'  to  Stone,  Co.  Stafford  ;  and  from 
thence -to  Chefler,  b'c.     From  the  End  ^  Middieton- 

Tyas 
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Tyas  Lane  to  Greeta-bridge  ;  and  from  thence  to  Bowes^ 
North-Riding,  Co.  York.  Between  Kingfton  on  Hull 
and  Beverley,  Eaft-Riding,  Co.  York.  From  Cranford- 
Bridge,  Co.  MiddlefeX,  to  Mciidenhead- bridge,  Co. 
Bucks.  Frc?n  Buckingham,  Co.  Bucks,  to  Warming- 
t  )n,  Co.  Warwick.  From  Shedley-bridge  to  Chippen- 
ham, and  from  Ch'ppenham  to  Pickwick,  Co.  Wilts. 
From  Luton  to  Weftwood  Gate,  Co.  Bedford  ;  and  from 
L'jton  to  St.  Alban's,  Co.  Hertford.  From  Shoreditch  to 
Enfield,  Co.  Middlefex  ;  and  from  Edmonton  io  Enfield, 


And  to  many  private  Bills; 


THE 


THE 

Proceedings 

O  F    T  H  E 

Hon.  Hoiife  of  Commons. 


^.r^ifr^^W^  iV«t/^;^^^f  27)   1744^  after  feveral   Pro-     Anno  il 
,-rt^-f^^  rogations,  the  Parliament  met  at  Wejim'm'  Geo.  il.  '7<54. 


^|/;:  O  Pt^  7^^''  j  when  a  Bill   for  the 
!^.-^:n^l?d  preventing  clandeftinc  Out! 


more  eftectual  'd*-"*^"*— ^ 
P^^v^J^f'^g  ciandeltinc  Uutlawries  was  read 
fsSs^i^^M^  the  firfl  Time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a 
fecond  Time. 

Then  Mr,  Speaker  reported  to  the  Houfe  his  Majeily's- 
Speech,  as  follows : 

^'  My  Lords  drid  Genttetiien^ 

*'  T  T  is  always  a  great  Satisfadlidn  to  me  to  meet  you  Tke  Itine*^ 

*^  j^^  in  Parliament  5  and   it  is  particularly  To  in  this  Speech  ar open* 

"  Conjundure,  as  the  prefent  Pofture  of  Affairs  abroad  Jng  the  fourth 

*'  requires  your  moft  ferious  Confideration.    The  Events  ^^^..^  Pariia- 

^  of  the  l^ift  Summer  have  been  fo  various,  and  fome  ment  of  hi? 

^'  Things  have  fallen   oiit,  during  the   Courfe  of  it,  ^^"S"^ 

*'  fj  much  to  the  Difadvantage  of  the  Common  Caufe, 

^'  the  Confequences   whereof  remain  Hill   undecided, 

"  that  great  Attention   muft  be  given  to  them,  and 

**  proper  Meafures  taken  for  preventing  or  removing 

*'  the  ill  Effects  of  them. 

U  -       «  I  have, 
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Anno  iS.  ««  I  havc,  in  Purfuance  of  your  repeated  Advice, 

Geo.  II  1744.  u  exerted  my  Endeavours  for  the  Support  of  the  Houfe 
o'i  Juftria^  and  in  the  Profecution  of  the  juft  and 
*'  neceiTary  War,  in  vi^hich  vi^e  are  engaged.  The 
<*  Queen  of  Hungary^  though  attacked,  and  invaded 
'•  by  powers,  from  whom  {he  had  the  leaft  Reafon  to 
*'  expe(5t  fuch  a  Condu61:,  has  ihewn  the  greateft  Con- 
"  ftancy  and  Refolution  ;  and  the  King  of  Poland^ 
*'  purfuant  to  his  Engagements  with  her,  hath  fent  a 
*«  very  confiderable  Focce  to  her  Afliftance.  The  King 
*'  of  Sardinia,  with  a  Magnanimity  and  Firmnefs  fu- 
*'  perior  to  the  greateft  Difficulties,  has,  with  the  Af- 
"  fiftance  of  my  Fleet,  refifted  the  combined  Forces- 
*'  of  France  and  Spain,  fent  againft  him  ;  and,  at  laft, 
"  happily  defeated  an  Enterprize  formed  for  his  De^ 
"  ftrudion,  and  for  the  Redudion  of  Italy^  as  well  as 
*'  moft  of  the  Ports  in  the  Mediterranean^  under  the 
*'  Power  of  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon,  Though  our  Suc- 
*'  cefs  has  not  been  anfwerable  to  our  Wifhes,  yet  the 
*'  vaft  Expectations  and  Defigns  of  our  Enemies,  buiit 
"  upon  new  Intrigues  and  Alliances,  and  an  additional 
"  Strength,  have  not  hitherto  taken  Place,  and  will, 
*'  I  hope,  hy  the  BlefEng  of  God,  and'  the  mutual 
'*  united  Vigour  of  Great  Britain  and  her  Allies,  be 
*'  difappointed.  In  Conjundion  with  them,  and  with 
"  their  effedlual  Affiilance,  and  your  Support,  I  ami 
''  determined  to  carry  on  the  War  in  fuch  a  Manner, 
*'  as  may  be  moft  conducive  to  that  important  End, 
^^  which  is  my  fole  xAim,  a  fife  and  honourable  Peace; 
*'  it  being  my  firm  Refolution,  never  to  abandon  my 
<*  Allies,  and  to  procure  the  utmoft  Security  to  the 
*'  Religion,  Liberties,  and  Commerce  of  my  King- 
'••  doms. 

'*  For  this  Purpofe,  I  have  always  infifted,  and  arm 
"  ftiil  endeavouring  with  my  Allies,  particularly  my 
**  good  Friends  the  States  General  of  the  United  Pro- 
"  vinces,  to  fix  the  certain  Proportions  of  Forces  and 
"  Expence^  to  be  furnifhed  by  each  of  theConfederates, 
*'  in  the  Profecution  of  this  juft  and  neceflary  War." 

*'  Genilemen  of  the  Houje  of  Commons^ 
*'  I  have  ordered  the  Eftimates  for  the  Service  of 
••'  the  enfuing  Year  to  be  prepared,  and  laid  before  you, 

*'^  and 
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*^  and  defife  you  to  grant  me  fuch  Supplies,  as  fhall  be      Anno  i?. 
*'  requifite  for  the  Security  and  Welfare  of  the  Nation,  ^^°-  '^-  '744« 
*«  and  for  carrying  on  fuch  Meafures  as  (hall  be  necefTary  *       "•"      * 
"  for  Great  Britain  to  purfue  in  the  prefent  extraordi- 
"  nary  Crifis.     I  am  deeply  fenfible  of,  and  concerned 
*'  for,  the  Burdens  which  lie  upon  my  good  Subjects; 
"  and  you  may  be  afTured,  that  no  Endeavours  (hall  be 
*'  wanting  on  my  Part  to  eafe  them  in  every  Inftance, 
"  where  the  Confequences  of  doing  fo  may  not  endan- 
"  ger  their  own  true  Interefts." 

"  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen^ 
*^  I  have  laid  before  you  my  Views  and  Intentions. 
"  Your  Concurrence  with  me,  in  a  fteady  Purfuit  of 
"  them,  will  beft  manifeft  your  Zeal  for  the  Common 
*«  Caufe,  lay  the  fureft  Foundation  for  the  real  Support 
*«  of  our  Allies,  and  for  the  Security  and  Profperity  of 
*'  your  Country  :  And  nothing  can  add  fo  much  to  the 
«*  Weight  and  Efficacy  of  your  Refolutions,  as  Unani- 
«'  mity  and  Difpatch." 

Kefolved,  Nemine  Contradicenie^  That  an  humble  Refolution  for 
Addrefs  be  prefented  to  his  iVIajefty,  to  return  his  Ma-  ^"  ^ddrefs, 
jeily  the  Thanks  of  this  Houfe  for  his  moft  gracious 
Speech  from  the  Throne,  to  exprefs  our  great  Concern 
at  what  has  happened,  during  the  lafl  Summer,  to  the 
Difadvantage  of  the  Common  Caufe  ;  and  to  alFure  his 
Majefty,  that  as  we  are  very  apprehenfive  of  the  Con- 
fequences of  thefe  Events,  we  will  not  only  give  great 
Attention  to  them,  but  do  all  in  our  Power  to  prevent 
or  remove  the  ill  Effects  of  them :  That  we  cannot 
fufHciently  applaud  the  Conftancy  and  Refolution  of 
the  Queen  of  Hungary  ;  nor  can  we  lefs  admire  the 
Magnanimity  and  Firmnefs  of  the  King  of  Sardinia^ 
who,  with  the  AfTiftance  of  his  Majefty.  has  been  able 
to  obftru<a:  the  ambitious  Defigns  of  the  Houfe  of  Bour- 
hn^  in  Italy  :  To  return  his  MajeOy  our  Thanks  for  his 
prudent  and  tender  Regard  to  the  Condition  of  his  Sub- 
jects, and  for  his  Endeavours  to  concert  and  ftipulate 
with  his  Allies,  particularly  the  States  General,  the 
Proportions  of  Forces  and  Expence  to  be  borne  by  the 
refpedive  Confederates  in  this  War  j  and  to  afTure  his 
Majeity  that  we  will,  to  the  utmoft  of  our  Povver,  affift 

U  2  and 
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Anno  58.       and  fupport  bis  Majefty,  in  carrying  en  the  juft  and 
G€o.  n.  ^744'^  necelTary  War,  againft  the  Enemies  of  the  Nation,  and 
^*"*^~ "       the  Difturbcrs   of  Europe^  'till  a  fafe  and  honourable 
Peace  can  be  obtained  :  That,  as  his  Majefty  has  been 
gracioufly  pleafed  to  lay  before  his  Parliament  his  Views 
and  Intentions,  he  may  depend  upon  his  faithful  Com^ 
mons  for  their  ready  and  chearful  Aififtance,  to  main- 
tain the  Honour  and  Dignity  of  the  Crown,  to  enable 
his  Majefty   efle£iually  to  fupport  his   Allies,    and  to 
contribute  whatever  may  be  found  necefiary  and  expe- 
dient, to  bring  about,    with  Honour,  a  juft  and  rea- 
^  fonable  Settlement  of  the  prefent  embroiled  State  of 

Europe, 

Nov,  28.  The  Houfe  made  the  ufual  Orders  and  Re- 
folutions  at  the  Beginning  of  every  Seffion,  and  appoint- 
ed Committees  for  Religion,  Grievances,  Courts  of 
Juftice,  Trade,  and  alfo  of  Privileges  and  Ele(5^ions. 

Nov.  29.  A  Motion  being  made  th^  a  Supply  be 
granted  to  his  Majefty  :  Refolved,  That  this  Houle  will^ 
To-morrow  Morning,  refolve  itfelf  into  a  Committee 
of  the  whole  Houfe,  to  confider  of  that  Motion. 

The  Houfe  waited  on  his  Majefty  with  their  Addrefs. 

Nov.  30.  Mr.  Speaker  reported  his  Majefty's  Anfwer 
to  the  Addrefs  of  the  Houfe. 

Dec.  3.  The  feveral  Eftimates  for  the  Year  1745 
were  ordered  to  be  laid  before  the  Houfe  ;  as  alfo  luch 
Accounts  as  are  ufually  laid  before  the  Committee  of 
Supply. 

Dec.  4.  Mr.  Careiv  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  accord- 
ing to  Order,  a  Bill  more  effectually  to  prevent  the 
receiving  of  ftolen  Goods,  by  the  regulating  of  Pawn- 
brokers: And  the  fame  was  received  atid  read  the  firft 
Time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  fecond  Time,  and 
printed.     The  following  is  an  Abftratt  of  the  faid  Bill. 

Abfiraft  ef  the  *  Whercas  it  is  found  by  Experience,  that  nothing 
Pawnbrokers  j^^g  given  greater  Encouragement  to  Robberies,  than 
the  receiving  of  ftolen  Goods,  by  Perfons,  who,  under 
the  Denomination  of  Pawnbrokers^  lend  Money  upon 
Plate,  Jewels,  and  other  valuable  Things,  to  Perfons 
unknown  to  them  ;  for  Remedy  thereof,  be  it  enabled, 
i^c.  I  ft.  That  from  and  after  the  25th  Day  of  March^ 
1745,  no  Peifon  fhall  keep  any  Shop,  UfHee,  or  Place, 

for 
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for  the  Lending  of  Money,  on  any  Pawn  of  Pbte,  Anno  ig. 
Jewels,  or  any  other  valuable  Things  whaifoever  ;  or  (hall  ^^°-  ^^-  ^7^4- 
lend  any  Money  on  any  fuch  Pawn  ;  unlefs  firft  licenfed 
thereto,  by  the  Juftices  of  the  Peace  for  the  Place 
wherein  they  relide,  or  any  five  of  them,  in  open  Court, 
at  fome  fpecial  Qj,Jarter-Seffions,  for  fuch  Place,  where 
fuch  Perfon  fliall  refide :  Which  fhall  be  regiftered  by 
the  Clerk  of  the  Peace  of  fuch  Place,  in  a  Book  kept 
for  that  Purpofe,  to  be  infpedted  by  any  Perfon. 

'  2.  That  every  Perfon,  who  fhall  apply  to  fuch  ge- 
neral QiLiarter-Seflions  of  the  Peace  for  fuch  Licence, 
ihall,  at  the  next  General  or  Quarter- Seilions,  before 
fuch  Licence  is  granted,  enter  with  the  faid  Clerk  of 
the  Peace  of  the  Place,  where  fuch  Application  is  to  be 
made,  their  Names,  and  Places  of  Abode;  and  give 
Notice,  that  they  do  attend  at  the  next  General  or 
Quarter-Sefiions,  for  fuch  Place,  where  fuch  Applica- 
tion fhall  be  made,  to  apply  for  fuch  Licence  :  And  the 
Clerk  of  the  Peace  for  fuch  Place,  fhall,  within  five 
Days  after  fuch  Seffions,  and  Notice  thereof  as  afore- 
faid,  enter  a  Lift  cf  Names  and  Places  of  Abode  of  fuch 
Perfons,  in  a  Roll  or  Table,  t©  be  publickly  hung  up  in 
the  Office  of  the  faid  Clerk  of  the  Peace,  for  public 
Infpedion,  and  alfo  infert  his  Name  lix  Times  in  the 
Gazette. 

^  3.  That  no  Licence  fliall  be  granted  to  any  Perfon 
by  the  Juflices  of  the  Peace,  unlefs  it  fhall  appear  that 
fuch  Perfon  have  been,  for  the  Space  of  two  Years,  a 
Houfholder,  and  hath  been  rated,  and  paid  towards  the 
feveral  Taxes  rated  in  his  Parifh  or  Place,  for  two 
Years. 

'  4.  That  every  Perfon  fo  to  be  licenfed,  fhall,  at 
fuch  General  or  Quarter  Seffions  of  the  Peace,  where 
fuch  Licences  fliall  be  granted,  and  before  fuch  Licences 
fhall  be  granted,  enter  into  a  Recognizance,  with  two 
fufficient  Sureties,  in  the  Penalty  of  2Co/.  for  the  due 
Performance  of  all  the  Matters,  in  this  A6t  contained: 
Which  Sureties  fhall  be  Houfholders  of  fome  Place, 
who  are  rated  and  charged  to,  and  pay  towards  the  fe- 
veral Taxes  rated  upon  fuch  Place,  where  fuch  Sureties 
refide  ;  and  Ihall,  upon  Oath,  (which  Oath  the  Juflices, 
at  their  General  or  Quarter-Sefiions,  are  hereby  required 
%o  adminiiler,  in  open  Court)  juftify  themfelves  to  be 

U  3       '  worth 
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Anno  1?.      worth  200 /.  being  the  faid  Sum  of  200/.  mentioned  in 
Geo.  II.  1744.^  jj^g  f^i^  Recognizance;  and  fhall  produce  a  Certificate, 
'  figned  by  ten  Inhabitants,  of  their  good  Charader,  and 
of  their  being  Houfekeepers. 

«  5.  That  no  Perfon  fo  licenfed,  ftiall,  after  the 
25th  Day  o(  March f  1745,  lend  Money,  to  any  Per- 
fon, upon  any  Pawn,  until  fuch  Perfon,  fo  lending 
fuch  iVloney,  fhall  be  fully  fatisfied  of  the  Name  and 
Place  of  Abode  of  the  Perfon  to  whom  fuch  Money 
fhall  be  fo  lent;  and  that  every  fuch  Perfon,  fo  lend- 
ing the  fame,  fhall  infert  in  a  Book,  to  be  kept  for 
that  Purpofe,  the  Name  and  Place  of  Abode,  of  fuch 
Perfon  to  whom  fuch  Money  fhall  be  fo  lent ;  and 
upon  what  Pawn ;  and  alfo  the  Time  when  fuch 
Pawn  fhall  be  redeemed,  and  what  Intereft  is  to  be  paid 
for  the  fame,  the  faid  Interefl  not  to  exceed  the  Rate 
of  5  /.  per  Cent,  per  Ann. 

*  6.  That  in  Cafe  any  Perfon,  who  fhall,  after  the 
25th  Day  of  March.,  1 745^  prefume  to  keep  any  fuch 
Office  or  Place,  under  the  Denomination  of  a  Pawn- 
broker, or  any  other  Denomination  whatfoever,  or 
fhall  lend  any  Money  upon  any  Pawn,  as  aforefaid, 
unlefs  firfl  fo  licenfed,  as  aforefaid,  every  fuch  Perfon 
fhall  forfeit  and  lofe  the  Money  lent,  pay  200/.  and  fuiFet 
Imprifonment  one  Year  in  the  common  Gaol. 

'  7.  That  in  Cafe  any  fuch  Perfon,  {o  to  be  licenfed, 
as  aforefaid,  fhall  offend  in  any  Manner  contrary  to 
this  Ail,  every  fuch  Perfon  (being  lawfully  convided) 
fhall  forfeit  500/. 

'  8.  That  every  fuch  Perfon,  fo  to  be  licenfed j  fhall 
pay  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Peace  the  Sum  of  2^.  bd,  for 
every  fuch  Licence  and  Recognizance  fo  granted  and 
entered  into,  as  aforefaid. 

*  9.  That,  in  Cafe  any  fuch  Perfon  fo  licenfed,  fhall, 
after  the  25th  Day  o{  March ^  I745»  ^^"<^  ^"7  Money 
to  any  Perfon,  upon  any  Pawn,  who  fhall  be  unknown 
to  fuch  Perfon,  or  fhall  not  have  given  an  Account  of 
ihemfelves,  in  Manner  herein  dire&ed  ;  and  fuch  Pawn 
fhall  afterwards  appear  to  be  flolen  ;  every  fuch  Perfon, 
fo  lending  fuch  Money,  fhall  be  deemed  Repivers  of 
ftolen  Goods,  knowing  them  to  be  fuch. 

^  Provided  this  A6i  do  not  extsnd  to  Benhrs' 
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Dec.  6.  Mr.  Fa?ie  repotted  from  the  Committee  of     Anno  j8. 
Supply,  the  following  Refolutions,  viz.   I.  That  40,000  ^^°'  ^^'  ''^'^^' 
iVIen  be  employed  for  the  Sea -Service  for  1745,  begin-  Refoiudons  o?' 
ning  from  Jan.  i,  1744.     2.  That  ^L  per  Man  per  the  Committee 
Month  be  allowed  for  maintaining    the   faid   40,000  0^  Supply, 
Men,  for  13  Months,  including  the  Ordnance  for  Sea- 
Service.     Which  Refolutions  were  agreed  to  by  the 
Houfe. 

Dec.  8.  Mr. /'tfw^  reported  from  the  Committee  of  Refoiution  of 
Ways  and  Means,  the  following  Refolution  :  That  to-  the  Committee 
wards  raifmg  the  Supply  granted  to  his  Majefty,  41.  in  ^j^^^^"  ^^'^ 
the  Pound  be  raifed,  in   the   Year    1745,  upon  Lands, 
Tenements,    Hereditaments,    Penfions,    Offices,    and 
Perfonal  Eflates,  in  that  Part  of  Great  Britain  called 
England^  IVales^  and  the  Town  of  5^r^t;/fi  upon  Tweed-, 
and  that  a  proportionable  Cefs,  according  to  the  9th 
Article  of  the  Treaty  of  Union,  be  laid  upon  that  Part 
of  Great  Britain  called  Scotland.     Which  Refolution 
was  agreed  to  by  the  Houfe,  and  a  Bill   was  ordered  to 
be  brought  in,  purfuant  thereto.      But  in  the  Com- 
mittee, the  Day  before,  the  Motion  on   the   Queffion  Debate  on  double 
for  the  faid  Refolution  occafioned  a   Debate,  in  which  ^^^'^^^  ^\^ct% 
the  firft  Speaker  was  Henry  Archer^  Efq;   who  delivered  ^"      en  ions. 
himfelf  to  the  following  EfFe^  : 

«  Sir, 

'  There  is  a  fhort  hut  material  Amendment,  which,  Henry  Archer, 
I   think,   fhould   be   made   to  this   Qiieftion  :  It  is  fo  ^'^^J 
adapted  to  the  NecelTities  of  the  prefent  Times,  and  fo 
much  for  the  Honour  of  the   Committee,  that  1  am 
fatisfied,  it  will  be  agreeable  to  you,  and  to  every  other 
Gentleman  here. 

'  We  are  now  fo  happy  as  to  enjoy  a  mofl  profound 
Calm,  without  the  leaft  Ruffle  of  Wind  or  Weather: 
All  Oppofition  lies  huQied  ;  but  left  a  Storm  fhould  foon 
arife,  I  am  for  making  ufe  of  this  happy  Juncture,  this 
favourable  Opportunity  of  proving  to  the  World,  that 
this  extraordinary  Unanimity  does  not  proceed  from 
any  felfifh  Views  or  Expedatjons,  but  from  a  true  dif-  ^ 

interefted  public  Spirit ;  and  if  the  Amendment  which 
1  (hall  beg  Leave  to  offer,  fhould  pafs  with  the  fame 
Unanimity  as  ail  other  Queftions  have  hitherto  done, 
it  v/ili  be  a  Proof  of  it  beyond  Contradiction, 

U  4  «  Sir, 
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^    Anno  T?.  *  S'^  wnat  I  propofe,  is,  to  lay  a  double  "Tax  upon 

Geo.  II.  J744*  Places  and  Penfions,  in  Eafe  of  the  Landed  Intereft  of 
this  Kingdom  ;  and  Vv^^o  is  there  in  this  Committee  that 
can  have  any  reafonahle  Obje(5tion  againft  it  ? 

'  As  for  the  Gentlemen  in  Place,  they  cannot  but 
be  fenfible,  what  an  uncertain  precarious  Situation  they 
are  now  in ;  that  they  hold  their  Places  by  the  weakeft 
of  all  Tenures,  by  nothing  but  the  Smiles  of  a  great 
Man,  v/hich  are  more  fickle  and  inconftant  than  the 
Sm'les  of  Fortune  : ,  Perhaps,  it  may  foon  be  proper  for 
fome  of  tlifsm  to  follow  the  Exampleof  a  noble  Earl, 
and  refign  ;  therefore  it  cannot  be  \yorth  their  while  tQ 
oppofe  it:  Befides,  it  may  be  fome  Confolation  to  them, 
that  their  Landed  Eftates  will  receive  fome  Benefit  froni 
thofe  Places,  which  they  tbemfelves  are  fo  likely  to  lofe; 
It  is  im>poi|ib|e  therefore  that  any  Objedion  can  com^ 
from  them. 

^  As  for  the  Gentlemen  who  are  to  fucceed  them, 
(if  they  are  the  fame  as  1  have  heard  mentioned)  they 
are  Perfons  of  fuch  exalted  Notions  of  Honour  and  Pa- 
triotism, that  you  could  not  put  a  higher  AfFront  upon 
them  than  to  imagine,  that  the  fordid  Lucre  of  the 
place  has  any  Share  in  their  Thoughts.  No,  Sir,  their 
Fatriotifm,  like  Virtue,  is  its  own  Rev/ard,  and  the 
only  one  they  defire  ;  therefore,  it  is  equally  certain, 
they  will  not  oppofe  it.  A^nd  as  for  the  great  Man 
who  has  the  Difpofal  of  thefe  Place?,  it  will  be  doing 
him  a  very  fignai  Piece  of  Service ;  for  by  leiTening  the 
Value  of  Places,  you  will  leifen  the  Number  of  Candi- 
dates, and  fo  far  take  off  from  that  immenfe  Trouble 
and  Fatigue,  which  he  is  forced  daily,  nay  hourly,  to 
yndergOj  from  innusnerable  Solicitations,  Vifus,  Let^ 
tcrs,  MelTages,  and  Importunities  ;  and  befides  this,  it 
will  be  a  great  Honour  to  his  Adminiflration,  not  to 
iiand  in  Nfed  of  the  mean  Affiila^ce  of  Places  to  fup- 
port  it.  Thofe  Gentlemen,  therefore,  who  have  any 
Regard  for  his  Eafe,  or  his  Honour,  muft  a]l  efpoufe 
this  Motion. 

'  As  for'  the  refc  of  the  Houfe.,  they  are  Country 
GentlemeDg  who  feel  too  much  the  Weight  and  Burden 
of  thr^  Tax'  upon  their  Lands^  not  to  wi{h  for  foma 
Relief  5  it  is  therefore  fairly  to  be  conclud^dj  that  nei- 
-^  ■•  '      I  ..........  ^^^^ 
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ther  they,  nor  any  other  Gentlemen  in  the  Committee,     Anno  ig. 
can  di (approve  of  this  Amendment.  Geo.  II.  1744. 

'  But,  Sir,  if  all  thefe  Reafons,  {Irong  as  they  are, 
inore  particularly  at  this  Jun6ture,  were  laid  out  of  the 
Cafe,  the  Thing  is  To  evidently  right  and  juft  in  itfelf, 
that  it  cannot  be  oppofed.— Sir,  it  is  a  fundamental  Rule 
pf  Juftice  as  well  as  Policy,  that  all  Taxes,  for  the 
Support  of  the  Government,  fhould  be  laid  with  Equa- 
lity ;  and  how  can  it  be  pretended,  that  4  s,  in  the 
Pound  upon  Land,  and  no  more  upon  Places,  is  an 
fquai  Tax  ? — The  Land  is  taxed  in  Proportion  to  the 
Rent,  which  is  generally  the  full  Value;  (every  Body 
being  defirous  to  let  their  Eflates  for  as  much  as  they 
can  get.)  The  Place  is  taxed  in  Proportion  to  the 
Salary,  which  is  feldom  a  Quarter  Part  of  it,  the  Fees 
and  Perquifites  generally  amounting  to  five  or  fix  Times 
as  much.  The  Rent  is  fubjedt  to  Dedudions  for  Re- 
pairs, and  LofTes  by  Tenants ;  the  Salary  is  fubje£l:  to 
neither :  Nay,  the  Land- Owner  is  fometimes  forced  to 
pay  the  Tax  for  Rent,  which  he  does  not  receive ; 
tvhereas  the  Placeman  never  pays  it,  but  upon  the  Re- 
ceipt of  his  Salary :  The  Land  fubjeds  the  Owner  to 
the  Expence  and  Trouble  of  ferving  many  Offices,  par- 
Ucularly  the  High-Sheriff's,  Grand-jury-man's,  and 
ptbers  5  the  Pla<:e  is  fo  far  from  being  liable  to  any  of 
them,  that  it  is  of  itfelf  an  Indemnification  and  Excufe 
againft  all.  Then,  how  can  it  be  faid,  that  this  is 
acting  fairly  and  impartially  ?  It  is  therefore  high  Time 
for  us  to  re6tify  this  unequal  oppreilive  Method  of  Tax- 
ation 5  and  if  you  lay  Si-,  in  the  Pound  upon  Places  and 
Penfions,  it  is  very  obvious  how  many  Advantages  will 
flow  from  it. 

'  I  ft.  It  will,  in  fom.e  Meafure,  operate  as  a  Place- 
Bill  ;  for  by  lefTening  the  Value  of  the  Places,  it  will 
leiTen  that  undue  Influence  which  is  fuppofed  to  arife 
frcra  them. 

'  2dly.  It  will  corroborate  and  flrengthen  that  fa- 
vourite Law,  the  Qualification  Adi-,  for  if  it  is  necef- 
fary  that  the  Members  of  this  Houfe  fhould  have  an 
Eftate  in  Land  to  a  certain  Value,  the  lefs  Charge  you 
lay  upon  their  Land,  the>  more  likely  they  will  be  to 
fulfil  and  anfv/er  the  Intent  of  that  good  Law. 

«  ^dly.  It 
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Anno  1%,  3dly.  It  will,  in  like  Manner,  fortify  the  Laws  of 

Geo.  II.  1744.  Elections  ;  for  if  every  Freeholder  is  required  to  have 
40  J.  a  Year,  to  intitle  him  to  a  Vote,  do  not  take 
away  a  fifth  Part  of  it  from  him,  by  a  Tax  of  4.S,  in 
the  Pound  upon>the  Land,  but  rather  lay  it  upon  Places 
and  Penlions. 

*  In  fhort.  Sir,  almoft  all  the  good  Laws,  made  for 
the  Freedom  and  Independency  of  Parliament,  will  be 
in  fome  Meafure  affifted  by  this  Amendment. 

*  But  I  do  agree,  that  fome  Places  are  of  too  fmall 
Value  to  admit  of  a  double  Tax,  as  the  Excife  Officers, 
and  others  of  50/.  a  Year  and  under  ;  but  they  might 
eafily  be  provided  for  out  of  the  Contingencies  of  the 
Year;  and  a  few  other  Places  are  of  too  great  Import 
tance  and  Service  to  the  State,  to  undergo  any  Dimi* 
nution,  I  mean  the  Judges,  upon  whom  I  am  fo  far 
from  laying  a  double  Tax,  that  I  would  rather  except 
them  from  all  Taxes  whatfoever  ;  for  I  think  it  a  great 
Difhonour  and  Reproach  to  any  Government,  not  to 
fupport  their  Magiftrates  with  Splendor  and  Dignity; 
and  if  any  other  Exceptions  fhould  be  thought  proper, 
they  might  all  be  provided  for  in  the  Body  of  the  Bilh 
But  upon  Places  in  general,  a  double  Tax  is  the  true 
land  juft  Proportion  to  be  obferved  ;  and  that  you  may 
be  fully  f^itisfied,  that  this  Amendment  is  not  only 
founded  upon  Reafon,  but  alfo  upon  Precedent,  I  (hall 
beg  Leave  to  refer  you  to  an  A61:  of  Parliament,  made 
in  the  29th  and  30th  Year  of  King  Charles  the  lid. 
when  for  carrying  on  the  War  vigoroufly  againft  France^ 
js.  in  the  Pound  was  laid  upon  Perfonal  Eftates,  2  s. 
upon  Places,  and  3  j.  upon  Penfions ;  and  it  is  amazing 
to  me,  how  fo  wife  and  ufeful  a  Law  is  come  to  be  fo 
much  negle<Sled. 

'  Perhaps,  Sir,  fome  Gentlemen  might  think  it  better 
to  appropriate  a  greater  Share  of  the  Profits  of  Places 
and  Penfions  to  the  Service  of  the  War,  which  I  am 
far  from  difapproving  of;  and,  indeed,  I  have  heard, 
they  have  already  done  fo  in  Spain  and  Turkey ;  but  at 
prefent  I  chufe  rather  to  move  it  in  this  unexceptionable 
Way,  to  avoid  all  Difpute,  and  to  preferve  that  Una- 
nimity which  has  hitherto  fo  happily  fubfifted  amongfl: 
us»  The  Amendment,  therefore,  that  I  beg  Leave  to 
offer,  is,  To  infert  in  the  Queftion,  after  the  4  s.  in 

the 
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the  Pound  upon  Lands,  &c.  thefe  Words,  Jnd  the  Sum     Anno  iS. 
^eight  Shillings  in  the  Pound  upon  Places  andPenfions.^     ^=°*  ^^'  ^"44' 

y      —X—   -> 

To   this  it  was  anfwered,   by  Sir  William  Tonge,  in 
Subftance  thus : 
'  Sir, 

'  Though  I  have  a  very  great  Efteera  for  the  Hon.  sir  Wm,  Yonge. 
Gentleman  who  made  this  Motion,  and  a  great  Regard 
for  what  he  declares  to  be  his  Opinion,  I  cannot  approve 
of  what  he  has  now  propofsd  ;  and  I  muft  obferve,  that 
if  he  had  been  himfelf  polTefTed  of  a  good  Penfion  or  lu- 
crative Employment,  the  Propofition  would  have  come 
from  him  with  a  much  better  Grace,  and,  I  believe, 
with  more  Weight.  But  if  he  had  ever  enjoyed  any  Place 
in  the  Government,  he  would  have  found  it  attended 
with  fo  much  Trouble  and  Expence,  that,  I  am  per- 
fiaaded,  he  would  never  have  made  you  fuch  a  Motion  ; 
becaufe  he  would  have  been  convinced,  that  thofe  who 
enjoy  fuch  Places,  very  well  deferve  the  Salaries  and  Perqui- 
fites  annexed  to  them,  efpecially  when  we  confider  the 
great  Rifle  that  muft  be  run  by  thofe  who,  inConfequence 
of  their  Place,  have  any  Thing  to  do  with  public  Money. 

*  But  fuppofmg.  Sir,  that  the  Salaries  and  Perquilites 
of  fome  of  our  public  Employments  amount  to  more 
than  the  Duty  deferves,  would  that  be  a  Reafon  for  take- 
ing  near  a  Moiety  away  from  thofe  who  have  no  more 
than  they  deferve  ?  Surely,  Sir,  if  there  is  any  fuch 
Abufe  in  our  Government,  what  is  now  propofed  would 
not  be  the  proper  Method  for  re6tifying  it.  The  pro- 
per Method  would  be,  to  appoint  a  Committee  to  en- 
quire into  the  Profits  and  Bufmefs  of  every  Office,  and 
to  make  a  Law  for  diminifliing  the  Profits,  wherever 
they  were  found  to  be  more  than  the  Bufinefs  deferved, 
T'his  would  be  the  proper  Method  for  re6lifying  the 
Abufe  ;  and  if  I  thought  that  there  were  any  fuch  Abufe, 
and  that  it  was  fo  general  as  to  deferve  the  Notice  of 
Parliament,  I  (hould  myfelf  move  for  our  appointing  a 
Committee  to  make  fuch  an  Inquiry  ;  but  when  a  Man 
has  no  more  than  barely  what  is  fufficient  for  fupport- 
ing  him  and  his  Family,  and  for  rewarding  him  for  the 
Service  he  does  the  Public,  it  would  be  crufl,  as  well  as 
unjuft,  to  take  near  one  Moiety  from  him,  by  fubje^l- 
ing  him  to  a  heavier  Tax  than  any  other  Man  in  the 
5  Kingdom  i 
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Anno  is.       Kingdom  ;  and  It  might  be  attended  with  Confequenccs 
O.o.  li.  1744.    ^f  ^  ^,^j.y  (i;i„gerous  Nature  to  the  public  Service. 

'  Before  Men  enter  into  the  public  Service,  Sir,  they 
or  their  Friends  conlider  the  Profits  they  may  make  by 
the  Office  they  enter  into,  and  they  examine  whether 
thofc  Profits  may  be  fufficient  for  fupporting  them  ac- 
cording to  their  Education  and  Character  in  Life  ;  but 
if  this  Motion  fhould  be  agreed  to,  it  would  not  only 
greatly  diminiCh  the  Prolics  of  all  our  public  Offices,  btit 
it  w^ouid  render  it  impoiTible  for  any  Man  to  determine, 
with  Certainty,  what  he  might  expe£l  by  entering  into 
the  public  Service  ;  for  if  once  the  Spirit  of  doubling 
Taxes  upon  fuch  IVlen  fhould  enter  this  Houfe,  no  Man 
can  tell  how  far  it  may  go  :  Probably  it  would  not  ftop 
at  the  Land  Tax  ;  and  the  Confequence  of  this  would^ 
i)e,  that  no  Man  of  a  liberal  Education  would  ever  think 
of  entering  into  the  public  Service.  We  fhould  then 
have  none  but  Perfons  of  mean  Birth,  and  little  or  no 
Education,  in  all  our  public  Employments  ;  and  if  our 
Government  were  put  into  fuch  Hands,  I  fhall  fubmit 
to  Gentlemen's  Confideration,  how  they  could  expe 61  it 
would  be  adminiftered. 

«  With  regard  to  Officers  and  Placemen,  therefore,  I 
hope.  Sir,  I  have  fnewn,  that  the  double  Tax  now 
propofed  would  be  not  only  cruel  and  unjuft,  but  of 
dangerous  Confequence  to  the  public  Service  ;  and  with 
Regard  to  Penfioners,  it  would  be  the  fame.  I  hope 
we  have  now  no  Penfioners  in  the  Kingdom,  but  fuch 
as  have  done  fome  eminent  Service  to  the  Public  :  We 
cannot  have  a  great  many,  becaufe  neither  his  Majefty, 
nor  his  Royal  Father,  had  ever  any  Defigns  but  what 
were  for  the  public  Service  ;  confequentiy  could  grant 
no  Penfions  but  to  fuch  as  had  deferved  fome  Reward 
from  the  Public  -,  and  as  to  the  Penfions  granted  by 
any  of  their  Anceftors,  mofl  of  them  are,  by  this  Time, 
extinguifhed  by  the  Death  of  the  Perfons  to  whom  they 
were  granted.  1  may,  therefore,  v»^ith  fome  Certainty, 
conclude,  that  we  have  at  prefent  few  or  no  Penfions, 
but  what  were  granted  for  fome  eminent  Service  ren- 
dered to  the  Public  ;  and  would  it  not  be  unjuft  to  an- 
nihilate near  one  Moiety  of  fuch  Penfions,  by  fubje^ing 
them  to  a  double  Tax?  In  m.any  Cafes  it  would  be 
^ruel  as  well  as  unjuft  j  becaufe  the  Penfioner  has  no- 
thing 
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thing  elfe  to  fubfift  on,  and  has  no  more  than  Is  barely  Anno  iS. 
fufficient  for  hisSubfiftence.  The  Officers  Widov^s,  for  Geo.  11.  174*. 
Example,  and  thofe  poor  fuperannuated  Officers  who 
are  now  upon  Half-Pay  :  Neither  of  thefe  Sets  of  Peo- 
ple have  any  more  than  is  barely  fufficient  for  their  Suh- 
fiftence,  and  are  now  too  old  to  think  of  getting  a  Sub- 
fiftence,  or  an  Addition  to  their  Subfiftence,  by  any  Sort 
of  Bufmefs;  would  it  not  be  cruel  to  reduce  both  thefe 
Sets  of  People  to  a  State  of  Starving  ?  In  this  Cafe,  like- 
wife,  the  double  Tax  propofed  would  be  of  great  Preju- 
dice to  the  Public  ;  bscaufe  it  would  difcourage  Pvlen 
from  undertaking  or  performing  any  notable  Piece  of 
Service  to  the  Public:  They  could  notexpe<51:  to  get  any 
great  Reward  in  ready  Money  ;  and  after  this  Precedent, 
they  could  not  depend  upon  the  Continuance  of  any 
Penfion  the  Public  might,  in  Gratitude,  fettle  upon 
them.  In  fhort,  Sir,  it  would  be, in  my  Opinion,  making 
a  mere  Child  of  the  Public,  by  making  it  take  back,  what 
it  had  before  in  Gratitude  given  ;  and  when  the  Grati- 
tude is  well  founded,  a  Refumption  of  the  Reward  muft 
be  allowed  to  be  an  A61  of  Injuftice  as  well  as  Levity. 

'  I  come  now.  Sir,  to  confider  the  Benefits  that  may 
accrue  to  the  Public,  or  to  the  Landed  Inrerefi*,  by  what 
is  now  propofed.  As  to  the  Landed  Intereft,  the  Hon. 
Gentleman  does  not  fo  much  as  propofe  any  Relief  to 
them,  or  any  Benefit  but  what  they  are  to  have  in  com- 
mon with  the  refl:  of  the  Subje6^s.  They  are  ftill  to  re- 
main liable  to  pay  45,  in  the  Pound  upon  their  Land 
Eftates,  and  will,  confequently,  have  no  other  Benefit 
than  what  may  accrue  to  the  People  in  general  by  an 
Increafe  of  the  public  Revenue,  which  will  be  very  in- 
confiderable,  if  you  except,  from  this  double  Tax,  all 
thofe  fmall  Salaries  and  Penfions,  which  in  Compaffion 
you  ought  to  except,  as  well  as  thofe  greater  Salaries  and 
Penfions,  which  you  cannot,  in  common  Juftice,  di- 
miniih.  Therefore,  if  there  are  any  Landed  Gentle- 
men now  in  Place,  who  expe6l  to  be  foon  removed,  the 
Benefit  their  Landed  Eftates  may  receive  by  this  Propo- 
rtion can  be  no  Confolation  to  them,  nor  any  Induce- 
ment for  agreeing  to  this  Motion  ;  and  as  to  the  Gen- 
tlemen that  may  expe<Sl  to  fucceed  them,  their  Patriot- 
ifm,  let  it  be  never  fo  great,  can  have  but  very  little  Ef- 
fe(a  in  prompting  them  to  agree  to  it^  becaufe,  if  it 

was 
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Anno  1?.       was  agreed  to,  in  as  great  an   Extent  as  is  cbnfiftent 

Geo.  II.  1744.    vvith  CompafTion  and  Juftice,  the  Public  could  receive 

but  very  little  Benefit  from  it ;  and,  furely,  that  muft 

be  a  miftaken  Sort  of  Patriotifm  that  prompts  Men  to 

do  what  is  inconfiftent  either  with  Compaffion  or  Juftice. 

'  With  regard  to  the  Public,  Sir,  I  can  fuggeft  to 
myfelf  no  one  Advantage  that  will  accrue  to  it  from 
this  double  Tax,  but  an  Increafe  of  Revenue  ;  and  that, 
allowing  the  Exceptions  I  have  mentioned,  will  be  fo 
inconfiderable  as  not  to  be  worth  Notice ;  for  as  to  all 
the  other  Advantages,  mentioned  by  the  Hon.  Gentle- 
man, they  are  beyond  my  Comprehenfion.  If  a  Place 
or  Penfion  be  fuppofed  to  have  any  Influence  upon  any 
Gentleman  as  to  his  Way  of  voting  at  Eledions,  or  in 
Parliament,  we  muft  fuppofe  fuch  Gentleman  to  have 
no  Honour  or  Confcience  ;  and  to  a  Man  of  that  Cha- 
rader,  who  fets  his  Vote  up  to  Sale,  the  Largenefs  or 
Smallnefs  of  the  Price  is  of  very  little  Signification  ;  be- 
caute  he  will  certainly  fell  if  he  finds  a  Buyer,  and  if  he 
cannot  get  a  large  Price,  he  will  take  a  fmall  one.  Up- 
on fuch  a  Man,  a  Place  or  Penfion,  with  a  double  Tax 
upon  it,  will  have  as  much  Influence,  as  the  fame  Place 
or  Penfion  with  a  fingle  Tax  had  before  upon  him  ;  be- 
caufe,  fhould  this  Propofition  be  paffed  into  a  Law,  he 
can  cxpe(Sl  no  Place  or  Penfion  that  has  not  a  doubleTax 
upon  it ;  and  when  he  can  expe6l  no  better,  he  muft, 
and  will  fell  at  the  Price  that  is  offered. 

«  As  little  can  I  comprehend.  Sir,  what  Eftedl:  this 
Propofition,  if  pafl^ed  into  a  Law,  could  have  upon  the 
Qualificatiqn  A<5t.  Suppofe  a  Gentleman  of  300,  or 
600  /.  a  Year,  without  any  Tax  upon  it,  is  more 
likely  to  anfwer  the  Intent  of  that  Law,  than  when  he 
is  liable  to  a  Land-Tax  o^ four  Shillings  in  the  Pound, 
yet  this  Propofition  could  make  no  Difference,  becaufe 
it  is  not  thereby  intended  to  diminifh  the  Tax  upon 
Land  Eftates.  But  I  cannot  fuppofe,  that  the  Charge 
upon  a  Gentleman's  Land  Eftate,  as  long  as  you  leave 
him  fufficient  for  driving  Necefiity  from  his  Door,  will 
make  him  more  or  lefs  likely  to  anfwer  the  Intent  of 
that  Liv/,  which  was,  I  fuppofe,  to  fecure  the  Free- 
dom and  Independency  of  the  Members  of  this  Houfe  ; 
becaufe,  when  a  Man  is  above  Neceffity,  his  Freedom 
and  Independency  does  not  depend  upon  his  Eftate,  but 
';  upon 
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trpon  his  perfonal  Charafter.  If  he  be  an  avarltious,  Anno  ig. 
luxurious,  or  extravagant  Man,  no  Eftate  can  fecure  Geo.  II.  1^744. 
his  Independency  againft  the  Influence  of  Money, 
Bribes,  or  lucrative  Employments  ;  and  if  he  be  of  a 
generous  Spirit,  under  the  Government  of  Prudence  and 
CEconomy,  nothing  but  Neceflity  can  expofe  him  to 
the  Influence  of  Bribes  or  Places,  which  no  Man  can 
be  under  that  is  polTefled  of  a  Land' Eftate  of  300/.  a 
Year  over  and  above  all  Incumbrances,  even  vi^hen  that 
Efl:ate  is  loaded  with  a  Land-Tax  of  4j".  in  the  Pound. 

'  In  this  Light  therefore,  Sir,  the  Propofition  now 
made  to  us  can  be  of  no  Service  to  the  Public ;  and  as 
to  the  Laws  of  Eledions,  it  cannot  have  the  leaft  Ef- 
fe(5t  upon  any  of  them,  for  the  Reafon  I  have  before 
mentioned,  becaufe  it  is  not  thereby  propofed  to  dirni- 
nilh  the  Charge  upon  Land  Eftates :  If  any  fuch  Dimi- 
nution were  really  propofed,  it  could  no  Way  fortify 
the  Laws  of  Elections  ;  for  I  know  of  no  Law  that  re- 
q-uires  an  Elector  to  have  an  Eftate  fuflicient  for  his 
Support.  With  regard  to  Counties,  indeed,  a  Man. 
muft  have  a  Freehold  of  40  x.  a  Year  to  intitle  him  to 
vote  for  Knights  of  the  Shire ;  and  when  this  Law  wzs 
firft  made,  40  j.  a  Year  was  perhaps  fufficient  fora  Man's 
Support ;  but,  I  am  fure,  it  is  far  from  being  fo  at  this 
Day  :  He  muft  have  fome  other  Support,  which  Is  not 
fubjeft  to  the  Land-Tax ;  and  if  he  has  otherwife  a  fuf- 
ficient  Support,  the  Freedom  of  his  Vote,  as  in  the  for- 
mer Cafe,  does  not  depend  upon  the  Value  of  his  In- 
come, but  upon  his  perfonal  Chara61:er. 

'  This  Propofition  therefore  can  be  attended  with  no 
one  Advantage  to  the  Public,  but  that  of  an  Increafe 
of  its  Revenue  ;  and  if  you  make  the  Exceptions  which 
Compailion  and  Juftice  require,  this  Increafe  will  be  fo 
fmall,  that  it  is  not  worth  the  Notice  either  of  the 
Landed  Gentlemen,  or  of  any  other  Set  of  Men  in  the 
Kingdom  ;  for  I  have  fhewn,  that  the  Landed  Gen- 
tlemen can  receive  no  Benefit  from  it,  but  what  is  in 
common  with  the  reft  of  their  Fellow-Subjedls.  Thus? 
Sir,  you  will,  by  agreeing  to  this  Propofition,  run  the 
Rifk  of  doing  great  Mifchief  to  the  public  Service,  virith- 
out  a  Profped:  of  procuring  any  Advantage  to  the  Pub- 
tic,  or  any  Relief  10  the  Landed  Gentlemen. 
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Anno  iS.  *  I  fiiall  readily  admit,  Sir,  that  Landed  Gentlemeri 

Geo.  II.  174U  are^  fubjedl  to  many  Cafualties  and  Inconveniencies-j 
which  Placemen  and  Penfioners  are  iree  from ;  but  yet 
I  cannot  admit  of  the  Inequality  complained  of,  or  of  its 
being  unfair  or  partial  to  lay  no  higher  Tax  upon  Sala- 
ries and  Penfions  than  upon  the  Income  of  Land  Effates  5 
for,  in  the  firft  Place,  we  all  know,  that  very  few  Land 
EHatesare  afleffed  at  their  full  Value;  and,  in  the  next 
Place,  we  ought  to  confider,  that  moft  of  our  Landed 
Gentlemen  came  freely,  and  without  any  Charge,  Rifk 
or  Trouble,  to  the  PofTeffion  of  their  Land  Eilates,  and 
continue  as  freely  in  the  Poflellion  ;  v/hereas  Salaries 
and  Penfions  are  affefied  at  iheir  full  Value  ;  and  nd 
Man  can  come  at  thePoffeffion,  or  enjoy  the  PolTellion 
of  any  of  them,  without  great  Trouble  and  Expence  | 
for  as  to  the  Perquifites  of  any  Office,  they  are  the  Price 
of  a  Man's  Labour,  and  you  may  as  well  propofe  to  fub- 
je£l:  the  Fees  ofa  Lawyer,  Phyfician,  or  Divine,  or  the 
Wages  of  Journeymen  to  the  Land- Tax,  as  to  fubje£l 
the  Perquifites  of  any  Office  to  that  Tax. 

*  What  may  have  been  lately  done  in  Spain  or  Turkeys 
Sir,  I  do  not  pretend  to  know,  nor  (hail  I  give  myfelf 
much  Trouble  about  inquirirag,  becaufe,  I  hope,  no- 
thing that  is  done,  in  either  of  thefe  Countries,  will  ever 
be  admitted  as  a  Rule  for  our  Conduct ;  and  as  little  do 
I  think,  that  we  ought  to  be  fond  of  following  the  Pre^ 
cedents  laid  down  in  the  Reign  of  King  Charles  thelldi 
for  there  were  feveral  arbitrary  Things  done  in  that  Reigtvj 
among  which  I  muft  look  upori  the  Tax  mentioned  by  the 
Hon.  Gentleman  as  one.  If  an  Officer  has  a  greater  Salary 
than  the  Duty  of  his  Office  can  deferve,  or  if  a  Penfione^ 
has  a  greater  Penfion  than  his  Services  everdeferved,  fuch 
Salaries  and  Penfions  ought,  as  I  faid  before,  upon  a 
proper  Inquiry,  to  be  reduced  ;  for  it  is  ridiculous,  firfl 
to  give  a  greater  Salary  or  Penfion  than  we  ought,  and 
then  to  takeaway  a  great  Part  of  it  by  an  extraordinary 
Tax :  Whereas,  if  the  Salary  or  Penfion  be  no  greater 
than  the  Perfoii  poffeffed  of  it  deferves,  it  would  be  un- 
jufl,  I  think,  to  fubjedt  him  to  any  heavier  Tax  than  the 
reft  of  his  Fellow  Sujedts.  In  the  former  of  thefe  Lights 
the  Propofition  now  before  us  muft,  I  think,  be  al-» 
lowed  to  be  abfurd,  and  in  the  latter  it  muft  certainly 
be  unjuft  i  conlequently,  view  it  in  which  Ltght  you 

will? 
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Wilt,  it  is  a  Propofition  we  oaght  not  to  agree  td,  and  q^^"J\°  l^' 
therefore,  i  hope,  the  Hon.  Gentleman  will  excufe  my  C^^-^-^^^L^ 

giving  my  Negative  to  his  Motion.' 

To  this  it  was  replied  by  Robert  Fyner,  Efq;  nearly  aS 
follows : 
*  Sir, 
'  Though  the  Hon.  Gentlemad  who  made  this  Mo-  Robert  Tynef, 
tion  is  not  poflelTed  of  any  lucrative  Place  or  Employ-  ^^li 
Rient  incur  Government,  yet  we  mufb  allow  that  there 
is  a  good  deal  of  Self-denial  in  his  Motion,   betaufe,  if 
Preferment  depends   upon  true  Mefir,  and   not  upon  a 
flavifn  Compliance  with  Miniders,  he  has  as  good  a  Ti- 
tle to  it  as  any  Gentleman   in  this  Houle,  and  cohfe- 
tjuently  might   expe(St  that   his  Motion,  if  agreed  tOj 
would  very  foon  afFed  himfelf.     But  if  this  Propofition 
v/ould  have  come  with  more  Grace  and  more  Weight 
from  him,  had  he  been  pofleiTed  of  a  Place,  fiirely,  an 
Oppofition   to  it   can    neither  come  with  Weight  nor 
,  Grace  from  a  Gentleman,  who,  at  the  Time  of  his 
fpeaking,  is  knoWn  to  be  pofTefTed  of  a  very  lucrative 
Employment.     I  confefs  I  was  furprifed,  when  I  favr 
the  Hon.  Gentleman  rife  up,  becaufe  I  could  not  ex- 
pe(5l  that  he  was  to  fpeak  in  favour  of  the  Motion  ;  and 
his  being  fo  perfonally  concerned,  ought,  in  my  Opi- 
nion, to  have  prevented  his  fpeaking  agalnft  it*    We 
cannot,  it  is  true,  exclude  any  Gentleman  from  giving 
his  Vote  upon  this  (^eftion,  though  we  know  him  to 
be  very  deeply  concerned  in  the  Fate  of  it ;  but  what 
we  cannot  do  by  the  Rules  of  this  Houfe^  he  ought  him- 
felf to  do  by  the  Rules  of  Decency,  and  therefore  I  ex- 
pected, that  all  thofe  Gentlemen  who  are  known  to  be 
poflefTed  of  lucrative  Places  or  Employments,  v/ould 
have  withdrawn,    and  avoided  either  to  fpeak   or  vot€ 
upon  this  Motion  3  for  if  v/e  had  any  Roman  Catholic 
Gentlemen  in  this  Houfe,  and    the  Queftion  before  us 
were,  to  fubje6l  them  to  a  double  Land -Tax,    I  fhould 
not  think  it  very  decent  for  any  of  thelli  to  vote,  much 
lefs  to  fpeak  upon  the  Occafion,  becaufe  be  could  not  be 
fuppofed  tojudge,  vote,  or  fpeak  without  Prejudice. 

'  I  do  not  wonder.  Sir,  to  hear  a  Placemen  affirm- 
ing, that  our  public  Employments  are  attended  with 
vaft  Trouble  and   Expence,    and  that  the  Salaries  and 
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Anno  i8.  Perquifites  belonging  to  them  are  no  more  than  they 
Ceo^I.^744.  jjeferve ;  but  molt  othef  Gentlemen  in  the  Kingdom 
are  convinced,  that  few  or  none  of  our  public  Employ- 
ments are  attended  with  any  Expence,  and  that  the  Bu- 
fmefs  in  every  one  of  them  might  be  performed  for 
much  lefs  than  it  is  at  prefent ;  for  as  to  the  Expence, 
we  all  know,  that  every  Shilling  of  it  is,  in  moft  of 
our  public  Offices,  defrayed  by  the  Public  :  The  Offi- 
cers are  not  obliged  to  furnifli  themfelves  with  fo  much 
as  Pens,  Ink,  and  Paper,  out  of  their  Salaries,  but 
have  thefe,  and  many  other  Articles,  provided  for  them 
at  the  public  Charge.  And  as  to  the  Bufmefs,  it  is  well 
known,  that  in  all  our  Offices,  thofe  v/ho  do  the  moft 
Bufinefs  have  the  fmalleft  Salaries :  Nay,  in  many  of 
our  public  Pofts,  the  Man  who  has  the  Place  with  the 
Salary  annexed  to  it,  gets  a  Deputy  to  do  the  Bufinefs 
for  perhaps  a  tenth  Part  of  the  Salary  ;  and  fometimes 
the  Deputy  has  no  Part  of  the  Salary,  but  the  Perqui- 
fites only,  or,  perhaps,  but  a  Share  of  them. 

*  Thefe  being  Fa6ls  notorioufly  known,  I  fhall  very 
readily  agree  with  the  Hon.  Gentleman,  that  a  ftri<ft 
parliamentary  Enquiry  into  all  our  public  Pofls  and  Of- 
fices, is  very  necefTary,  and  might  be  of  great  Service 
to  the  Nation.  If  fuch  aa  Enquiry  were  flridly  and  im- 
partially carried  through,  we  might  not  only  reduce  the 
Salaries  and  Perquifites  of  moft  of  the  Officers  and 
Placemen  in  the  Kingdom,  but  a  vaft  Number  of  ufe- 
lefs  Officers  and  Placemen  might  be  laid  afide,  and  fe- 
veral  of  the  Offices  that  have  been  of  late  Years  ereded, 
might  be  entirely  aboliftied  ;  which  would  not  only  be 
a  great  Saving  to  the  Public,  but  a  great  Security  to  the 
Liberties  of  the  People.  But  fuch  an  Enquiry,  Sir,  I 
defpair  of  ever  feeing  fet  on  Foot,  and  much  more  of 
ever  feeing  carried  on  with  Effe^ ;  therefore,  fince  we 
cannot  remove  the  Evil,  I  am  for  making  the  moft  we 
can  of  it,  by  fubjedling  all  Salaries  and  Penfions  to  a 
double  Tax ;  nor  am  I  in  the  leaft  afraid  of  doing  In- 
juftice  to  any  Placemen,  by  not  leaving  him  a  fuffi- 
cient  Compenfation  for  all  the  Bufinefs  he  does  for  the 
Public ;  for  in  all  our  Offices  there  is  fo  little  Bufinefs 
done,  or  fuch  a  Number  of^Perfons  employed,  that  one 
Moiety  of  the  Salary,  and  in  many  Cafes  much  lefs  than 
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a  Moiety  would  be  a  fufEcient  Reward  for  all  the  Buft-      Anno  i«. 
nefs  they  do.  Geo^i.^. 

<  With  Regard  to  Officers  or  Placemen  therefore, 
Sir,  jam  not  in  the  leaft  >  raid  of  doing  any  Injuftice 
by  diminilhing  their  Salaries ;  and  with  Regard  to  Pen- 
fioners,  I  am  fo  far  from  being  afraid  of  doing  them  In- 
juftice,  that  as  to  moft  of  them,  I  believe,  if  we  ftript 
them  entirely  of  their  Penfions,  we  fhould  do  a  Piece 
of  fignal  Service  as  well  a:^  Juftice  to  the  Public;  for  I 
have  a  ftrong  Sufpicion,  that  moft  of  the  Penfions  that 
have  been  granted  of  late  Years,  were  granted  for  what 
ought  rather  to  be  called  minifterial  than  public  Service. 
I  am  far  from  fup.pofing,  that  either  his  preient  Majefty, 
or  his  Royal  Father,  had  ever  any  Defigns  that  were 
inconfiftent  with  the  public  Interefl ;  but  I  ^111  not 
fay  fo  much  for  the  Minifters  of  either.  My  BelMviour 
in  this  Houfe,  ever  fince  I  had  the  Honour  to  fit  here, 
is  a  Proof  that,  in  my  Way  of  thinking,  the  Minifters 
of  the  former  Reign,  as  virell  as  the  prefent,  had  many 
Defigns  that  were  inconfiftent  with  the  Intereft  of  their 
Country  ;  and  as  moft,  if  not  all  Penfr^ns  from  the 
Crown,  are  granted  at  the  Requeft  and  upon  the  Re- 
commendation of  Minifters,  it  is  highly  probable,  that 
their  Recommendation  generally  went  in  Favour  of 
thofe  who  promoted  their  pernicious  Defigns,  becaufs 
fuch  Defigns  always  meet  with  the  greateft  Oppofition, 
and  therefore  Minifters  are  under  the  greateft  Neceffity 
to  promife  ar^d  give  Rewards  to  thofe  that  were  inftru- 
mental  in  promoting  them. 

*  From  this  Confideration,  Sir,  I  think,  I  have  Rea- 
fon  to  conclude,  that  if  the  Merit  of  our  Penfioners 
were  fairly  and  impartially  enquired  into,  it  would  be 
found,  that  moft  of  them  deferve  Puniftiment  rather  than 
Reward.  There  may  be  fome  of  them  that  deferve  well 
of  their  Country,  but  I  am  convinced,  that  the  Num- 
ber of  fuch  Penfioners  does  not  amount  to  that  which 
would  have  faved  Sodom  and  Go?mrrah  j  and  therefore 
we  have  the  higheft  Authority  for  not  fparing  the  Guilty 
for  the  Sake  of  the  few  Innocent.  I  fay  Guilty,  Sir  5 
for  I  think  every  Man  that  takes  or  accepts  of  public 
Money,  without  having  done,  or  being  able  to  do 
fome  Service  to  the  Public,  is  a  Plunderer  of  the  Pub- 
lic, and  confequently  a  public  CriminaJ.  As  to  fuch 
X  %  Penfioners, 
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innoiS.  Penfioners,  they  ought  certainly,  in  Juflice  to  the  FuB- 
he,  to  be  ftript  of  their  Penfions  ;  and  fince  we  cannot^ 
in  the  prefent  Age,  propofe  to  do  this  Juftice  tothe  Pub- 
lic, the  leaft  we  can  do,  is  to  rubje6l  them  to  a  double 
Tax.  If  we  have  any  Penfioners  of  real  Merit,  which 
I  much  doubt  of,  at  leaft  as  to  all  fuch  whofe  Penfions 
do  not  proceed  from  fome  public  Regulation,  they  will 
have  this  Comfort,  that  by  their  Sufferings,  their  Coun- 
try will  meet  with  a  very  great  Relief,  which  muft  be  a' 
Comfort  to  every  one  that  wifhes  well  to  his  Country, 
and  will  be  an  Excufe  for  our  agreeii^g  to  a  Regulation 
by  which  fome  innocent  Perfons  may  fufFer. 

'  It  is  really  diverting,  Sir,  to  obferve  how  the  Com-*^ 
paflion  of  our  Minifters  break  forth  upon  this  Occafion, 
It  would  be  barbarous,  it  would  be  cruel,  fay  they,  to 
fubje^l  poor  fuperannuated  Officers,  and  the  Widows  of 
poor  deceafed  Oiicers,  to  a  double  Tax.  I  wifh  thofe 
Gentlemen  would  extend  their  Compaffion  to  their 
Country  :  If  they  did,  they  would  manage  the  public 
Money  with  more  CEconomy,  and  avoid  embarking  in 
Broils  with  which  their  Country  has  very  little  to  do.  I 
wifh,  likewife,  they  would  extend  their  Compaffion  to 
our  poor  Landholders  :  There  are  few  of  thofe  who  are 
^pon  this  Occafion  the  Obje6ls  of  their  Compaffion,  that 
Ihave  not  above  20  /.  a  Year :  How  many  Landholders 
have  we  in  this  Kingdom,  that  are  not  poiTeffed  of  20  /. 
a  Year  in  Land?  And  yet  I  never  heard  a  Minifter  talfc 
of  Compaffion,  when  he  was  propofing  to  fubjeft  them 
to  a  heavy  Land-Tax. 

*  But,  Sir,  the  Hon.  Gentleman  who  made  yoir 
this  Propofition,  took  Care  to  obviate  this  Objec- 
tion. He  told  you,  that  fome  Places,  and,  from  a 
Parity  of  Reafon,  fome  Penfions,  are  of  too  fmall 
Value  to  admit  of  a  double  Tax,  and  therefore  ought 
to  be  excepted,  or  otherwife  provided  for.  He  pro- 
pofed  all  Places  of  50/.  a  Year  and  under;  but  even 
that  I  think  would  be  going  too  far  with  the  Exception. 
1  (hould  go  no  higher  than  30  /.  a  Year  ;  becaufe  you 
would  then  leave  your  Officer  or  Penfioner  above  18  /. 
a  Year;  and  upon  18/.  a  Year,  a  fingle  Man  may 
ifupport  hinifelf  in  any  Country  Place  in  England :  If 
he  has  a  Wife  and  Family^  they  may  engage  in  fome 
Bufinefs,  arid  affift  in  fupporting  themfelves :  The  Of- 

timers- 
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licers  employed  here  about  London  may  have  a  little  Ad-  Anno  i?. 
dition  made  to  their  Salaries;  and  all  Penfioners  may  re-  ^°'  ^^'  '^'^^ 
tire  to  the  Country.  Therefore,  if  you  Ihould  fubje£l  to 
the  Tax  propofed  all  Salaries  and  Penfions  of  above  30/. 
a  Year,  no  Perfon  could  thereby  be  brought  into  any 
Diftrefs.  It  would  only  oblige  them  to  curtail  a  little 
their  Expence  of  Living  ;  and  this,  in  Time  of  War, 
^very  Man  ought  to  do,  that  he  may  be  the  more  able 
to  contribute  to  the  Expence  of  the  War, 

'  As  to  the  Objection,  Sir,  that  fuch  a  Tax  vs^ould 
difcourage  Men  of  good  Circumftances  and  Education 
from  entering  into  the  public  Service,  I  am  not  under 
the  leaft  Apprehenfion  of  fuch  a  Confequence.  Witlj 
Regard  to  Men  of  good  Circumftances,  I  do  not  defirc 
to  invite  them  into  the  public  Service  by  any  lucrative 
Motive ;  on  the  contrary,  I  vi^ifh  it  were  eftablifhed  as 
a  general  Rule,  that  no  Man  fhould  have  any  Support 
from  the  Public,  who  had  fufEcient  wherewithal  tp 
fupport  hlmfelf.  Ambition  and  public  Spirit  would  thea 
be  the  only  Motives  for  a  rich  Man's  entering  into  the 
public  Service.  Thefe  alone  would,  I  hope,  furnilh  us 
with  rich  Men  enough  to  execute  all  the  high  Offices  in 
our  Government,  without  any  Expence  to  the  Public; 
and  it  would  very  much  contribute  to  root  out  thatfelf- 
ifh,  mercenary  Spirit,  which  now  To  generally  prevails 
among  all  Ranks  of  Men.  The  Cuftoms  and  Sentiments; 
-of  a  People  always  depend  upon  the  Cuftoms  and  Senti- 
ments of  the  rich  and  great  Families  amongft  them  :  If 
the  Rich  and  Great  are  felfiili  and  mercenary,  the  fame 
Spirit  will  foon  prevail  generally  among  the  People. 
Prevent  its  being  in  the  Pov/er  of  the  Rich  and  Great  to 
be  felfifh  and  mercenary,  they  will  foon  begin  to  be  ac- 
tuated by  nothing  but  Motives  of  Ambition,  and  the  De- 
fire  of  public  Eileem  ;  and  from  them  the  fame  Spirit 
will  diffufe  itfelf  through  the  whole  Body  of  the  People. 
The  monftrous  Salaries  that  have  been  of  late  Years  an- 
nexed to  all  the  high  Offices  in  our  Government,  and 
granted,  without  DiftinCtion,  to  the  Rich  a$  well  as 
Poor,  have  raifed  fuch  a  felfifh  Spirit  among  the  Peo- 
ple, that  a  Man  is  now  reckoned  a  Fool  or  a  Madman, 
if  he  gives  himfelf  anyTrouble  about  ferving  his  Country, 
without  fome  pecuniary  Reward.  Diminifh  thofe  Sa- 
laries, Sir,  and  grant  them  to  none  but  fuch  as  fland  in 
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Anno  it.  Need  of  them  for  their  Support,  or  for  fupporting  the 
^  eo  •  J744«  Dignity  of  their  Office,  and  you  will  put  it  out  of  the 
Power  of  the  Rich  to  be  governed  by  pecuniary  Motives  J 
Among  them  the  Motives  of  Ambition  and  pubhc  Ef- 
teem  will  foon  refume  their  proper  Seat,  and  a  generous 
Defire  to  ferve  one'j;  Country,  without  any  pecutiiary 
Reward,  will  from  them  difFufe  itfelf  through  the  whole 
Body  of  the  People,  infomuch  that  it  may  very  foon  be- 
come fcandalous  to  defire  any  of  the  public  Money,  if 
a  Man  can  ferve  his  Country  and  fupport  himfelf  with- 
out it. 

'  I  know,  Sir,  it  may  be  faid,  that  unlefs  you  grant 
fuch  Salaries  as  may  be  a  Temptation  to  Men  of  Fortune 
to  ferve  the  Public,  no  Man  of  Fortune  will  ever  enter 
into  the  public  Service.  This  1  take  to  be  a  very  fevere 
Satire  upon  our  Men  of  Fortune:  It  is  fuppofing,  that 
they  are  governed  by  nothing  but  fordid  and  mean  pecu- 
niary Confiderations :  That  they  have  no  Regard  for 
their  Country,  nor  will  do  it  any  Service,  unlefs  they 
can  thereby  fupply  their  Luxury,  or  fatisfy  their  Ava- 
rice. But  I  have  not  fo  bad  an  Opinion  of  our  Men 
of  Fortune,  or  the  Men  of  Fortune  in  any  Country. 
Put  pecuniary  Confiderations  out  of  the  Way,  and  more 
generous  Motives  will  take  their  Place:  Nay,  many 
Men  of  Fortune  would  engage  in  the  public  Service,  if 
it  were  for  nothing  ehe  but  to  have  fomerhing  to  do  ; 
for  a  State  of  mere  Idlenefs  is  of  all  others  the  moft  irk- 
fome,  ^/hich  we  may  be  convinced  of  by  obferving  the 
many  Inventions  of  Men  for  preventing  their  being  in 
fuch  a  State.  Many  other  Motives  would  engage  them  in 
the  public  Service,  and  even  in  that  Service,  which,  of  all 
others,  is  the  mofl  dangerous  and  toilfome :  1  mean  theAr- 
my,  which  inTime  of  War  mufl  be  allowed  to  be  fo.  This 
we  may  be  convinced  of  from  what  is  now  the  Cafe  in 
France:  The  Pay  of  the  Officers  of  their  Army  isfofmall, 
that  it  can  be  a  Temptation  to  no  Man  of  Fortune  ;  andi 
the  Colonel  of  a  Regiment  muft  always,  in  that  Service, 
be  at  a  much  greater  Expence  than  his  Pay  will  anfwer; 
yet  there  is  hardly  a  Man  of  Fortune,  in  that  Country, 
who  is  not,  or  has  not  been  in  the  Army,  unlefs  it 
be  fuch  as  have  been  bred  to  the  Law.  The  Cafe 
would  foon  be  the  fame  in  this  Country,  Sir,  if  pecu- 
niary Temptations  wtre  once  rempved,  or  very  much 
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dimlnifhed  ;  and  befides  the  public  Saving,  it  would  con-  Anno  i8. 
tribute  not  a  little  towards  putting  an  End  to  the  Lux-  Geo^.^44. 
ury  and  Extravagance  thatnov/  prevail  among  our  Qua- 
lity and  chief  Gentlemen  ;  for  among  Men  of  Fortune, 
the  public  Money,  like  Money  got  by  Gaming,  is  ge- 
nerally fpent  in  Luxury  and  Extravagance  :  I  may  fay 
it  is  always  fo,  except  when  it  falls  into  the  Hands  of 
(opie  covetous,  avaritious  Creature,  and  then  it  contri- 
butes, perhaps,  to  enrich  a  Family,  that  was  before 
richer  than  is  confiftent  with  the  Happinefs  and  Confti- 
tution  of  this  Kingdom ;  for  it  is  our  Bufinefs  to  have 
many  rich  Families  amongft  us,  but  none  too  rich ;  and, 
I  am  fure,  it  is  not  the  Bufmefs  of  any  State  to  contri- 
bute, at  the  public  Expence,  towards  the  Supply  of 
Luxury,  or  the  Satisfadion  of  Avarice,  neither  of 
which  can  ever  be  fully  fupplied  or  fatisfied  :  Neither 
will  ever  fay,  he  has  enough  :  To  a  luxurious  Man,  the 
more  you  give,  the  more  Methods  of  Expence  he  will 
always  invent ;  and  Money  to  an  avaritious  Man,  is 
like  Water  to  adropfical,  the  more  you  give,  the  more 
he  will  defire. 

'  If  our  public  Salaries  were  reduced,  Sir,  and  ap- 
plied only  to  the  Support  of  thofe  who  could  not  fupport 
themfelves,  it  would  be  attended  with  another  Confe- 
quence,  which  we  have  now  fome  Reafon  to  take  into 
our  Confideration  ;  I  mean,  that  of  preventing  Cow- 
ards from  getting  into  our  Army  or  Navy ;  for  if  a  Ma* 
hgd  no  Support  but  what  he  was  to  get  from  the  Public, 
he  would  never  think  of  getting  into  ourArmy  or  Navy, 
if  he  were  confcious  of  any  Thing  cowardly  in  his  Na- 
ture ;  and  no  Man  of  Fortune  would  then  ever  think  of 
going  into  our  Army  or  Navy,  but  fuch  as  were  actuated 
by  Ambition,  who  very  rarely  are  found  to  be  Cow- 
ards ;  and  if  they  were,  or  afterwards  found  themfelves 
to  be  fo,  they  could  not  exped  to  fatisfy  their  Ambi- 
tion, by  ferving  in  the  Army  or  Navy  ;  therefore  they 
would  refolve  to  ferve  their  Country  in  fome  other  Ca» 
pacity  ;  for  there  are  many  Ways  by  which  a  Gentie» 
man  may  ferve  his  Country,  and  acquire  great  Eflieema 
befide  that  of  lighting  its  Battles.  Whereas  at  prefent. 
Sir,  the  Pay  and  the  Perquifites  of  the  fuperior  Officers, 
both  of  our  Army  and  Navy,  are  fo  confiderable,  that 
they  are  a  Bait  for  Luxury  as  well  as  Avarice  |  and  as 
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they  are  given  indifcriminately  to  the  Rich  and  Poor^ 
Gentlemen  of  Fortune  often  enter  into  the  Sea  or  Land 
Servke,  not  from  Motives  of  Ambition,  but  from  a 
Defire  to  fupply  their  Luxury,  or  fatisfy  their  Avarice  ; 
and  from  fuch  Men  the  Country  can  expert  no  faith- 
ful Service,  except  when  there  is  a  FrofpeiSt  of  fome  ad~ 
ditional  Gain  in  View. 

*  But  now.  Sir,  fuppofe  that  upon  your  withdrawing 
or  lefTening  the  pecuniary  Temptation,  all  Men  ot  For- 
tune or  good  Circumftances  ihouid  give  over  having 
any  Thoughts  of  entering  into  the  public  Services  would 
this  be  attended  with  any  bad  Confequence  to  the  Ser- 
vice ?  Might  not  the  Public,  neverthelefs,  find  many 
Gentleman  of  a  liberal  Education,  and  every  Way  qua- 
lified for  ferving  it  ?  How  many  Gentlemen  have  we  in 
England,  who  are  able  to  give  their  younger  Sons  a  liberal 
and  compleat  Education,  and  yet  are  not  able  to  pro- 
vide them  with  Fortunes  fufficient  for  their  Support  ?  If 
the  Expence  muft  be  the  fame,  what  fignifies  it  to  the 
Public,  whether  it  beferved  by  the  eldeft  or  the  younger 
Son  of  a  Nobleman's  or  Gentleman's  Family  ?  I  fliould 
rather  chule  to  have  it  ferved  by  the  younger  Son  ;  be- 
caufe  by  employing  him,  you  provide  for  the  Support  of 
a  Gentleman  v/ho  could  not  otherwife  fupport  himfelf ; 
whereas  by  employing  the  eldeft,  you  only  ^dd  to  his 
Luxury,  or  increafe  his  Avarice.  Let  us  take  a  View  of 
the  feveral  Offices  under  our  Government,  and  then  con^ 
fider  whether  it  would  not  be  worth  the  While  of  a 
Gentleman's  younger  Son  of  a  liberal  Education,  to 
enter  into  any  one  of  them,  even  fuppofe  they  were  all 
fubje6ted  to  the  Tax  now  propofed.  The  loweft  Places 
in  our  public  Offices,  as  well  as  the  lower  Commifiioiis 
in  our  Army  and  Navy,  would  not,  it  is  true,  be  much 
worth  a  Gentlernan's  While,  if  he  were  never  to  expert 
any  Advancement ;  but  the  higher  Places  and  Gommif- 
fiODS  have  fuch  Salaries  annexed  to  them,  as  would,  not- 
withftanding  this  l^ax,  be  worth  the  Whik  of  any 
fuch  Gentleman  to  aim  at;  and  as  fuch  Gentlemen 
would  gradually  and  regularly  advance  from  the  lower 
to  the  higher  Places,  if  they  were  not  often  elbowed  out 
of  their  P,.oad  by  Genlemen  of  Fortune  incroaching 
upon  them,  it  would   be  well  worth   the  While   of  a 
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young  Gentleman  of  good  Education,  and  no  Fortune,     AnnoiS. 
to  coliimence  an   under   Clerk   in  one   of  our  public  p^-"- i744'_ 
Offices,  a  Cadet  in  our  Army,  or  a  Midfhipman  in  our  ' 
Navy. 

'  1  am  therefore,  Sir,  not  at  all  afraid,  that  upon 
this  Regulation's  taking  Place,  the  Public  viwuld  be  ill 
ferved  or  worfe  than  it  is  now.  On  the  Contrary,  I 
think,  none  of  our  public  Officers  fhould  have  fuch  Sa- 
laries or  Perquintes,  as  may  be  a  pecuniary  Temptation 
for  any  Man  of  Fortune  to  accept  of  it :  The  great  Diffi- 
culty in  all  Societies  is,  to  contrive  Methods  by  which 
Perfons  of  a  genteel  Education  and  no  Fortune  can  fup- 
port  themfelves :  The  Turks  are  fo  fenfible  of  this,  that 
by  their  Laws  every  Man  mud  be  bred  up  to  fome  me- 
chanical Employment;  and  as  we  have  no  fuch  Law  in 
this  Nation,  we  ought  to  take  Care,  that  none  but 
fuch  as  want  itfhall  be  fupported  at  the  public  Expence; 
therefore,  no  Officer  ought  to  have  any  greater  Salary 
than  is  barely  fufficient  for  fupporting  the  Dignity  of  his 
Office.  When  it  is  more  than  this,  it  becomes  a  Bait 
for  fome  luxurious  or  avaritious  Man  of  Fortune,  who 
by  our  Conftitution  muft  always  have  more  Intcreft 
with  Minifters  than  a  Gentleman  of  no  Fortune;  and 
bythisMeans  poor  Gentlemen  are  robbed  of  theirSupport, 
that  the  Rich  may  wallow  in  Luxury,  or  indulge  their 
avaritious  Cravings.  This,  Sir,is  too  much  ourCafe  at  pre*- 
fent :  I  fhall  not  fay,  that  the  Grievance  will  be  entirely  re- 
moved by  what  is  now  propofed  :  I  believe,  nothing  but 
a  Law  for  putting  it  out  of  the  Power  of  Gentlemen  of 
Fortune  to  receive  any  Salary,  Pay,  or  other  pecuniary 
Reward  from  the  Public,  can  wholly  remove  or  prevent 
the  Grievance ;  but  as  this  Law  muft  be  made  by  Gen- 
tlemen of  Fortune,  and  in  this  Country  can  be  made  by 
none  but  fuch,  I  muft  fee  a  more  difmterefted  Spirit  pre- 
vail in  our  AiiembliesthanI  canobferve  at  prefent,  before 
I  can  expe<Sb  fuch  a  Law  ;  and  ftnce  no  fuch  Law  can 
be  now  expedled,  I  (hall  be  for  taking  the  next  Re- 
medy, which  I  take  to  be  the  Propofition  now  before 
us ;  becaufe  it  will  bring  Places  in  our  Government  to 
be  lefs  coveted  by  Men  of  Fortune  than  they  are  at 
prefent. 

'  I  come  next.  Sir,  to  examine,  how  this  Regula- 
tion may  contribute  to  the  Security  of  our  happy  Con- 
ftitution. 
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Anno  ig.  ftitution.  There  is  no  Maxim  in  Politics  more  certain, 
Geo. II.  1744..  t:han  that  it  is  impoflible  to  preferve  a  free  Government 
in  a  Country  where  the  People  are  generally  actuated  by 
a  felfilh  and  mean  Spirit.  The  very  Shadow  or  Ap- 
pearance of  a  free  Government  can,  in  fuch  a  Country, 
be  preferved  no  other  Way  but  by  Bribery  and  Corrup- 
tion ;  for  when  no  Man  has  a  Regard  for  any  Thing 
hut  his  own  immediate  Intereft,  thofe  that  cannot  find 
an  Intereft  in  fupporting  the  Government,  will  cer- 
tainly oppofe  it;  by  this  Means  the  Country  will  be 
rent  into  Factions,  and  will  continue  fo  till  fome  Man 
more  lucky,  or  more  fubtie  than  the  reft,  gets  himfelf 
eftabliftied  in  arbitrary  Power,  He  may,  perhaps,  pre- 
ferve the  Shadow  of  a  free  Government,  in  order  to 
amufe  the  thoughtlefs  Vulgar :  He  may  h^ve  a  Senate ; 
He  may  have  feptennial,  triennial,  or  atinual  Eledions ; 
but  in  order  to  carry  on  this  Farce,  he  muft  provide 
himfelf  with  Means  for  corrupting  the  Eledions  as  well 
as  the  Senate :  Thefe  Ele6lions,  and  this  Senate,  may 
for  fome  Time  continue  to  have  the  Face  of  Freedom  : 
An  Eledion  or  a  Vote  may  fometimes  he  carried  againft 
the  fupreme  Ruler  :  Nay,  he  may  probably  connive  at 
fuch  Oppofition,  in  order  the  better  to  carry  on  the 
Farce ;  but  in  all  material  Points,  both  the  Eledions 
and  the  Senate  will  be  at  his  Devotion  5  and,  at  laft,  it 
will  become  criminal  to  appear  as  a  Candidate  at  an 
Election,  or  to  give  a  Vote  in  the  Senate  contrary  to 
his  Dire^ion.  This  was  the  Cafe  with  the  antient  Ro- 
mans :  This  will  be  the  Cafe  of  every  free  People,  as 
foon  as  they  begin  to  be  generally  actuated  by  a  merce- 
nary and  felfifti  Spirit. 

'  This  Sort  of  Spirit,  therefore,  Sir,  we  ought  to 
guard  againft  with  the  utmoft  Caution,  and  when  we 
fee  it  beginning  to  fpread  among  the  People,  we  ought 
to  enquir'e  ftridly  into  the  Caufe  :  We  ought  to  remove 
that  Caufe  efFedually  if  it  be  poffible ;  I  believe,  no  one 
that  hears  me  will  lay,  that  public  Spirit,  and  adifmter- 
efted  Regard  for  our  Country,  is  not  now  at  a  very  low 
Ebb  among  the  People  of  this  Kingdom.  What  is  the 
Caufe  of  this,  Sir  ?  The  Caufe  is  plain  and  evident : 
The  g  eat  Salaries,  and  many  unlaw^ful,  I  may  fay, 
cruel  Perquiiite?,  that  have  been  of  late  Years  con- 
nived at,  or  by  Law  or  Cuftom  annexed  to  moft  of  the 
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high  Offices  in  the  Kingdom,  have  introduced  this  Spi-     Anno  i«. 
rit  too  g  nerally  amongft  our  noble  and  rich  Families  ;  Geo.  II.  1741. 
^nd  as  fuch  Families  may  be  called  the  Heart  and  Vitals  '^ 
of  the  Peo|le,  the  Corruption  has  from  thence  difFuf^d 
itfelf  through  the  whole  Body.  This  is  the  true  Caufe, 
Sir,  and  the  Remedy  is  as  obvious  as  the  Difeafe.     The 
Rich  and  Great  will  have  a  Concern  in  the  Government 
of  their  Country,  if  they  can :  You  have  no  Occafion 
to  invite  them  by  lucrative  Temptations:  If  you  do  not 
invite  them  by  fuch  Temptations,  they  will   take  that 
Concern  from  Motives  that  are  generous  and  confid- 
ent with  the  public  Good.     Public  Spirit,  and  a  Defire 
of  Efleem,  will  then  be  their  only  Motives  for  engaging, 
or  defiring   to  be  engaged  in  the  public  Service ;  and 
when  this  Spirit  begins   to   prevail  generally  among  the 
Rich  and  Great,  the  People,  as  they  always    do,    will 
foon  begin  to  follow  their  Example.     As  Men  are  natu- 
rally fond  of  Power,  though  attended  with   no  fordid 
Gain,  Ambition    may   ftill   caufe  a  Contention,  who 
fliall  ferve  their  Country  in  the  higheft  Offices ;  but  that 
Contention  will  never  be  fo  violent  as  to  produce  Fac- 
tion,   nor  can  it  produce  any  dangerous   Oppofition 
to    a   wife  and  prudent  Government ;  becaufc  among 
a  People    generally    governed    by   Virtue  and   Public 
Spirit,  no  ambitious  Man  can  form  a  Party   againft 
fuch   a    Government ;    and    much    lefs   can   he  form 
a  Party  for  overturning    the  Liberties  of  his  Country, 
becaufe  the  Ambition  of  one    Man  will  always  be  a 
Check  to  the  Ambition  of  another ;  for  no  Man,  who 
is  actuated  by  Ambition  only,  will  ever  confent  to  give 
himfeif  an  abfolute  Mafter  ;  but  a  luxurious  or  avaritious 
Man  may  very  readily  confent  to  give  himfeif  even  an 
abfolute  Mafter,  if  he  may  thereby  hope  to  fupply  his 
Luxury,  or  indulge  his  Avarice, 

*  We  may  thus  fee.  Sir,  that  a  Stop  muft  be  put  to 
the  felhfh,  mercenary  Spirit  that  now  prevails  among 
the  People,  if  we  have  a  Mind  to  preferve  our  Li- 
berties :  Such  a  Law  as  I  have  mentioned  would  cer- 
tainly be  the  moft  efFeaual  Method  for  this  Purpofe  :  It 
would  operate  much  more  flrongly  for  the  Prefer vation 
of  our  Conftitution,  than  any  Place-Bill  that  can  be 
contrived  :  The  Members  of  this  Houfe  might  then  all 
be  Placemen  without  any  Danger  to  oux  Conftitution  ; 

becaufc 


[  3H  ] 
bccaufe  as  we  mud  all  be  Gentlemen  of  Fortune,  ati4 
confequently  could  reap  no  pecuniary  Advantages  from 
the  Places  we  held,  they  could  have  no  corrupt  Influ- 
ence upon  our  Way  of  Voting  ;  for  no  Man  who  ferve4 
his  Country  in  any  Place  under  the  Government,  merely 
forihe  Honour  and  Sa[isfa<aion  of  ferving  it,  would  ever 
betray  his  Country  in  Parliament  for  the  Sake  of  holding 
his  Place  in  the  Government.  But  fuch  a  felf-denying 
Regulation  as  this,  Sir,  we  are  not  in  the  prefent  Age  to 
expe61: ;  therefore  we  mufl  take  the  next  beft  Remedy 
we  can  think  of;  and  that,  in  my  Opinion,  is  the  Pro- 
pofition  nov/  offered  to  us ;  becaufe,  as  I  have  faid  be- 
fore, it  will  make  Places  in  the  Government  lefs  tempt- 
ing to  Gentlemen  of  Fortune  than  they  are  at  prefent: 
At  leaft  the  luprative  Temptation  will  not  be  fo  prevalent 
as  it  is  now  ;  which  is  the  only  Temptation  that  can  intro- 
duce a  feliilh  and  mercenary  Spirit  among  the  rich  and 
great  Men  of  the  Kingdom  ;  and  the  only  Temptation 
that  can  have  a,  corrupt  Influence  upon  the  Members  of 
this  Houfe,  or  upon  thofe  that  chufe  them. 

'  I  fhall  grant,  Sir,  that  by  what  is  now  propofed, 
no  prefent  Diminution  of  the  Land-Tax  is  intended  ; 
but  it  will  certainly  make  Room  for  a  Diminution,  and 
may  enable  us  to  diminifn  the  Land-Tax  the  very  next 
Seffion  of  Parliament.  The  very  Expectation  of  a  Di- 
minution will  render  Landed  Gentlemen  more  likely  to 
anfwer  the  good  Intent  of  the  Qualification  A£t ;  and  if 
you  render  Pofts  in  the  Government  lefs  defireable  than 
they  are  at  prefent,  it  will  certainly  fortify  our  Laws  of 
lileaions.  Mofl  of  thofe  Laws  were  contrived  for  pre- 
venting a  corrupt  Influence  at  Eleitions,  by  Money,  or 
by  Promifes  of  Places  to  the  Eledors :  If  thofe  Places 
sre  rendered  lefs  defireable,  will  not  the  Promifes  of 
them  have  a  hfs  Effed  upon  Eledors  f  If  you  diminiili 
the  Profits  of  Places,  will  you  not  render  Placemen  lefs 
able  to  corrupt,  and  confequently  the  Lienors  lefs  lia- 
ble to  be  corrupted  ?  Thefe  Confequences  are  fo  evident. 
Sir,  that  it  is  not  poiTible  to  deny  them,  however  art- 
fully they  may  be  evaded,  by  mif  bating  the  Argument. 

'But  of  all  the  bold  AfTertions  made  ufe  of  as  Ar- 
guments againft  this  Propofition,  I  was  mofl  furprlfed, 
Sir,  to  hear  it  faid,  that  if  we  make  thofe  Exception?, 
which  Juflice  and  Compafiion  rcquirCj  the  additional 
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^ax  propofed  would  produce  but  a  mere  Trifle.  I  wifh  Anno  t1?. 
it  were  fo.  Sir.  If  it  were,  our  Conftitution  would  be  ^'^"'  ^^-^lu- 
in  no  fuch  Danger  as  it  is  at  prefent,  nor  would  our  -  -^r^^~^ 
Minifters  have  met  with  fuch  Succefs  in  Parliament, 
and  at  £Ie6lions,  as  they  have  done  for  many  Years 
paft.  But  it  is  well  known,  and  muft  bd  confefled  by^ 
every  one  who  can  talk  impartially  of  Matters  relating 
to  Government,  that  Officers  and  Placemen  are  pro- 
portionably  more  numerous  in  this  Country  than  in  any 
Country  on  Earth ;  and  the  Profits  Co  vaftly  exceed  the 
Service  required,  that  every  Man  is  fond  of  getting  3 
Place  under  the  Government,  becaufe  in  no  fort  of  Bu- 
fmefs  he  can  make  fo  much  for  fo  little  Service.  Juftice, 
therefore,  can  require  of  us  no  Exception,  but  that 
ftientioned  by  my  Hon.  Eriend  who  made  you  this  Mo- 
tion ;  I  mean  that  of  the  Judges ;  and  no  Compa:'Von 
can  prompt  us  to  go  farther  with  our  Exception  than  to 
Places  or  Penfions  of  50  /.  a  Year  and  under.  Thefe  are 
alt  the  Exceptions  that  either  Juftice  or  Compailion  can 
require  of  us;  and  admitting  thefe,  1  am  convinced, 
the  additional  Tax  propofed  would  produce  a  vtry  con- 
fiderable  yearly  Revenue  ;  efpecially  if  the  Commiffion- 
ers  of  the  Land-Tax  fhould  fall  upon  a  Way  of  fuhje^t- 
ing  Perquifites  as  well  as  Salaries  to  this  double  Tax  5 
which,  I  think,  they  may  eafily  do,  and  ought  to  do; 
for  the  Perquifites  of  Offices  are  very  different  from  the 
Fees  of  Lawyers,  Phyficians,  or  Parfons,  and  ftill  more 
different  from  the  Wages  of  Journeymen.  Thefe  are 
the  Price,  and  the  only  Price  they  have  for  their  Labour 
or  Attendance;  but  the  Perquifites  of  Officers  are  not 
the  Price  of  Labour  or  Attendance  :  They  have  their 
Salaries  for  the  Price  of  their  Labour  and  Attendance  ; 
and  their  Perquifites  are  the  Price  only  of  their  Impu- 
dence and  Impofition,  which  are  Commodities  that,  I 
am  fure,  ought  to  be  taxed  as  high  as  any  that  are  pro- 
duced or  imported ;  and  that  they  may  be  highly  taxed, 
is  one  of  my  chief  Reafons  for  approving  of  this  Motion.' 

Hgnry  Pelbam^  Efqj  next  flood  up,  and  fpoke  as 
follows : 
'  Sir, 
*  From  many  Debates  and  Propofitlons  in  this  Hoiife,  Henry  Pahatr;. 
and  from  none  more  than  the  prefent,  1  have  been  con-  sroj 
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Anno  18.  vinced,  that  nothing  ftands  more  in  Need  of  being  kept 
Geo.  II.  1744.  within  due  Bounds  than  the  Spirit  of  Reformation.  If  wc 
were  to  indulge  that  Spirit,  we  fhould  probably  with 
Brother  Jack^  in  a  famous  Tale,  tear  our  Father's 
Coat  to  Pieces,  inftead  of  clearing  it  of  fome  modern 
Superfluities  and  Incumbrances.  Strip,  tear,  or  any 
Thing  would  be  the  Word,  fo  that  we  do  but  reform, 
and  leave  nothing  of  what  was  thought  right  to  be 
added  by  our  Anceftors.  I  wifh  Gentlemen  would  con- 
fider,  what  may  be  the  Confequence  of  this  Itch  of  re- 
forming the  State  by  Bills  begun  in  this  Houfe  :  It  may 
raife  in  the  other  Branches  of  the  Legiflature,  and 
among  the  People  in  general,  a  Spirit  for  reforming  our 
Proceedings,  and  for  reducing  us  within  our  antient 
Bounds,  which  was  only  to  confent  to,  or  difTent  from 
Bi'b  brought  in  and  palTed  by  the  other  Houfe,  and 
never  to  attempt  at  any  Reformation,  but  by  Way  of 
Petition  to  our  Sovereign  in  the  other  Houfe,  for  Re- 
drefs  of  fomething  we  deemed  a  Grievance.  We  know 
how  jealous  the  wife  Queen  Elizabeth  was  of  ou/ 
exceeding  our  antient  Limits,  and  how  often  {he  re- 
commended to  the  Speaker,  that  if  any  forward,  idle- 
headed  Members  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  would  ven- 
ture to  hazard  their  own  tflates,  by  offering  Bills  for 
Reformation  of  Church  or  State,  that  he  fhould  not  re- 
ceive them  till  they  were  viewed  and  confidered  by  her 
and  the  Lords.  This  was  not  then  thought  ta  be  any 
Incroachment  upon  the  Privileges  of  this  Houfe,  though 
I  fhall  admit  it  really  was,  and  would  now  juftly  be 
thought  fo  ;  for  the  Houfe  may  certainly  order  any  Bill 
k  pleafes  to  be  brought  in,  and  the  Speaker,  let  him 
have  never  fo  exprefs  Orders  from  the  Crown,  neither 
can,  nor  has  a  Power  to  refufe  receiving  if.  But,  Sir, 
if  we  make  an  extravagant  Ufe  of  this  Privilege,  we 
may  furnifti  the  Crown,  and  the  other  Houfe,  with  a 
Pretence,  and  the  Inclinations  of  the  People  may  give 
them  a  Power,  to  take  this  Privilege  from  us,  or  to 
confine  it  within  very  narrow  Bounds. 

<  We  fhould  therefore.  Sir,  for  our  own  Sakes,  as 
well  as  for  the  Sake  of  our  Conftitution,  take  Care  to 
fet  Bounds  to  that  Spirit  of  Reformation,  which  now 
fecms  to  be  flowing  in  upon  us^  and  the  Propofition 
now  before  us,  I  take  to  be  one  of  the  moft  dangerous 
Produdions  of  that  Spirit^  cfpecially  confidering?  the 
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Do£trlnes  it  has  caufed  to  be  broached.     By  one  of  thefe     Anno  iS. 
Doarines  I  fhould  be  excluded  from  fpeaking  or  voting  ^'°'  ^^  '744- 
upon  this  Occafion,  or  indeed,  upon  any  Queftion  of  a 
public  Nature  ;  for  there  is  no  fuch  Queflion  can  come 
before  us,  in  which  the  Servants  of  the  Crovirn  may  not  be 
fuppofed  to  have  fomeperfonal  Concern  ;  fo  that  if  this 
Dodrinelhould  take  Place,  wq  fhould  have  no  Occafion 
for  a  Place-Bill,  for  no  Placemen,  who  had  a  Seat  in  this 
Houfcjcouldfpeakorvotein  anyCafe,except  in  Queftions 
relating  to  private  Bills,  Road  Bills,  orQueflionsof  a  like 
Nature  :  Nay,  1  do  not  know  if  thefe  reforming  Gentle- 
men would  allow  us  to  fpeak   or  vote  in   any  Queftion 
relating  to  the  public  Roads,  becaufe  they  are  the  King's 
Highways,  and,  confequently,  we  may  be  fuppofed  to 
be  prejudiced  in  Favour  of  the  Crown.     But  this  Doc- 
trine has  never  yet  been  admitted,  and,  I  hope,  never 
will  :  A  Gentleman,  who  has  a  Poft  or  Place    in  the 
Government,  and    at  the   fame  Time  a  Seat   in  this 
Houfe,  (erves  the  Public  in  two  Ca parties :  He  ferve? 
the  Crown  in  the  executive  Part  of  our  Government, 
and  his  Country  in   the  legiflative.      Thefe   two  Ca- 
pacities arediflindt,  but  were  neveryet  thought  to  be  in- 
confiftent  ;    for   by  fuppofing   them    inconfiftent,    we 
fhould  exclude  the  King  from  having  any  Share  in  the 
legiflative,  becaufe  he  has  the  fupreme  executive  Power 
lodged  in  him  ;   which  mufl  (hew,  what  an  Abfurdity 
wefliould  be  led  into,  by  fuppofing  it  inconfiftent  for  any 
Gentleman  to  have  a  Share  in  the  executive,  and  at  the 
fame  Time  a  Share  in- the  legiflati^ve  Part  of  our  Govern- 
ment; therefore  I  muflfuppofemyfelf  as  capableof  judg- 
ingimpartially  inthisQiieftionjOranyotherQueftionthat 
can  come  before  this  Houfe,  as  I  could  be,  had  I  no  Place 
under  the  Government ;  and  if  1  did  not,  I  am  fure,  I 
Ihould  accept  of  no  fuch  Place  as  long  as  I  had  theHonour, 
or  intended  to  accept  of  the  Houour,  of  having  a  Seat  in 
this  Aftembly. 

<  The  other  Do£lrine,  Sir,  that  has  been  broached 
upon  this  Occafion,  is  flill  more  extraordinary.  No 
Man,  it  feems,  ought  to  have  any  pecuniary  Reward  from 
the  Public,  for  any  Service  he  does,  or  may  do  to  the 
Public,  unlefs  he  ftands  in  Need  of  it  for  his  Support ; 
We  ought  not  to  invite  Men  of  Fortune  into  the  public 
Seryice  by  any  lucrative  Motives i  becaufe,  if  the  Ex- 
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pence  Is  to  be  the  Tame,  it  is  of  no  SIgnificatiori  to  tf}5 
Public,  whether  it  be  ferved  by  Men  of  Fortune,  or  by 
Men  of  no  Fortune.  This  is  a  Doctrine  quite  different. 
Sir,  from  what  I  have  always  heard  inculcated  by  thofe 
who  pretended  to  be  the  Patrons  of  Liberty.  I  have  al^ 
ways  heard  it  faid  ;  I  have  always  heard  it  admitted, 
that  our  Liberties  can  never  be  in  Danger  as  long  as  they 
are  in  the  keeping  of  none  but  Men  of  Family  and  For- 
tune in  the  Kingdom  ;  and  the  Reafon  is  obvious  as  well 
as  unanfwerable.  The  Security  of  Property  muft  always 
depend  upon  the  Prefervation  of  Liberty  :  Under  a  de- 
fpotic  Government  there  is  no  Property  no  more  than 
Liberty  :  Every  Man's  Eftate,  as  well  as  his  Life  and 
Liberty,  depends  upon  the  whimfical  Will  of  an  arbi- 
trary Sovereign.  Has  not  then  a  Man  of  Fortune  more 
Reafon  to  prevent  his  falling  into  fuch  melancholy  Cir^ 
cumftancesj  than  a  Man  of  no  Eftate  ?  This  it  is  im- 
poffible  to  deny  ;  and  has  it  not  always  been  with  great 
Reafon  urged,  that  our  Liberties  are  in  no  Danger  from 
our  ftanding  Army,  becaufe  it  is  under  the  Command 
of  Men  of  the  beft  Families  and  Fortunes  amongft  us  f 
Will  you  then  agree  to  a  Regulation  that  would  turn 
every  one  of  them  out  of  our  Army,  and  likevvife  out  of 
our  Navy  ? 

'  But  it  isalledged,  Sir^  that  if  all  lucrative  Motives 
were  removed,  Men  of  Fortune  would  from  other  Mo- 
tives take  the  Trouble  of  having  a  Share  in  our  Govern- 
ment, and  even   expofe  themfelves  to  the  Danger  of 
iighting  our  Battles  both  by  Land  and  Sea.     This,  Sir^ 
might  be  expelled  in  a  Platonic  Republic ;  but  I  have 
good  Reafon  to  think,  it  could  not  be  expelled  in  this 
Country,  nor  in  any  Country,  fo  far  as  I  know.     Be- 
fides,  it  would,  I  think,  be  unjuil ;  for  if  a  rich  Man 
does  any  Service  to  the  Public,  he  has  certainly  as  good 
a  Right  to  a  Reward  as  if  he  were  poor ;  and  to  deny 
him    his  Right   would  be  an  A£l  of  Injuftice.     In  a 
Country  where  the  People  are  extremely  poor,  they  can 
give   no  pecurjiary'Rewards  :  They  can  give  nothing 
but  Honour  and   Efteem  ;  but   in   a  Country  like  this, 
where  the  People  are    extremely  rich,  they  can,  and 
ought  to  give  pecuniary  Rewards,  as  well  as  Honour  and 
public  Elteem  ;  and   thefe  they  ought  to  give  withoiit 
Diftindion  to  the  Rich  as  Weil  ab^  Poor  i  for  otherwife 
I  the 
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the  Rich,  I  am  afraid,  would  think  of  nothiiig  but     Anno  iS. 
fpending  their  Eftates  in   Eafe  and   Qiiiet,  and  leaving  ^^°' ^^-  '7^4« 
the  Bufinefs  of  the  Commonv/ealth  to  be  performtd,  as  ^•"""^"""'•^ 
well  as  its  Battles  to  be  fought,  by   thofe   who  had  no 
other  Subfidence  than  what  was  allowed  them  by  the 
Public  for  their  Service,  which,  in  my  Opinion,  would 
be  attended  with  many  dangerous  Confequences. 

'  I  fhall  mention  only  two.  Sir  :  The  Danger  of 
having  the  Counfels,  and  even  the  Armies  or  Squadrons 
of  the  Commonwealth,  betrayed  to  the  Enemy  ;  and  the 
Danger  of  having  the  public  Treafure  dilapidated  or  run 
away  with.  When  a  public  Counftllor  or  OfFicer  has 
a  large  Land  Eftate,  it  is  a  Pledge  to  the  Public  for  his 
Fidelity  as  well  as  Honefty ;  and  fuch  a  Man  is  not, 
furely,  (o  liable  to  be  bribed  by  foreign  Courts  as  a  Man 
of  no  Fortune.  If  he  betrays  the  Counfels,  the  Armies, 
or  the  Squadrons  of  his  Country,  he  m.uft  leave  his 
Country,  he  could  not  afterwards  exped  to  livefecurely 
in  it,  but  he  cannot  carry  his  Land  Eftate  along  with 
him  ;  and  he  muft  have  a  very  large  Bribe  from  the 
Enemy,  to  enable  him  to  live  in  equal  Splendor  in  their 
Country :  Whereas,  to  a  Man  of  no  Fortune,  all  Coun- 
tries are  pretty  much  the  fame  ;  and  a  certain  Eftablifh- 
ment  in  an  Enemy's  Country  might  be  a  greater  Temp- 
tation, than  a  precarious  Poft  in  the  Service  of  his  own* 

'  Then,  Sir,  with  regard  to  the  public  Treafure, 
how  could  it  be  fecured,  if  no  Man  of  Fortune  would 
accept  of  any  public  Employment  ?  Which,  I  am  afraid ^ 
none  would,  if  they  were  to  have  nothing,  as  is  vul- 
garly faid,  but  their  Labour  for  their  Pains.  We  know 
what  large  Sums  of  public  Money  are,  and  muft  be  in- 
trufted,  in  the  Hands  of  fome  public  Officers.  If  fuch 
Officers  had  no  Land  Eftates  of  their  own,  nor  any 
Thing  to  lubfift  on  but  a  precarious  Salary  from  the 
Public,  would  they  not  be  under  a  very  great  Tempta- 
tion to  march  ofF  to  fome  foreign  Country,  with  40  or 
5O5OO0/.  of  the  public  Money?  Or  if  they  fhouid  apply 
,the  public  Money  to  their  own  Ufe,  and  wafte  it  in 
Extravagance,  how  could  the  Public  be  reimburfed  ? 

'  Thefe,  Sir,  and  many  other  Misfortunes,  might 
attend  our  having  no  Men  of  Fortune  employed  in  the 
executive  Part  of  our  Government ;  and  therefore  we 
ought  to  encourage  fuch  Men  to  accept  of  fuch  Em- 
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Aono  ig.  ployments,  by  all  the  Motives  we  can  think  of;  corr- 
Geo.  II.  1744-  fequently,  this  new  Dodtrine  will  never,  I  hope,  find 
*■-  '^~  a  Reception  in  this  Commonwealth.  But  the  Propofi- 
tion  now  before  us,  would  be  of  ftill  worfe  Confequence. 
By  the  double  Tax  propofed,  you  would  not  only  re- 
duce all  the  public  Salaries  fo  low  as  not  to  be  worth  the 
Acceptance  of  any  Gentleman  of  Fortune,  but  you 
would  render  many  of  them  infufficient  for  fupporting 
Gentlemen  of  no  Fortune,  with  any  tolerable  Decency, 
which  would  bring  the  Government  into  Contempt, 
and  this  would  certainly  at  laft  bring  the  Country  into 
Confufion.  I  muft  therefore  look  upon  this  Propofi- 
tion  to  be  as  much  a  Platonic  Scheme,  as  if  you  were 
to  pafs  fuch  a  Law  as  has  been  mentioned  ;  and  I  am 
afraid,  it  would  be  attended  with  worfe  Confequences ; 
for  even  an  arbitrary  Government  is  better  than  Anar- 
chy, which  would  be  the  Confequence  of  your  render- 
ing your  Government  contemptible. 

'  For  thefe  Reafons,  Sir,  I  hope,  my  Hon.  Friend 
^ill  wave  his  Motion  ;  for  though  I  am  under  no  Ap- 
prehenfions  of  its  being  agreed  to,  I  apprehend  bad 
Confequences  from  a  Queftion's  being  put  uppn  it. 
The  People  have  been,  by  fome  late  Management,  led 
into  a  Way  of  thinking,  that  Salaries  and  Penfions  have 
an  Influence  upon  the  Proceedings  of  this  AlTembly  : 
And  a  Queftion  upon  fuch  a  Motion  would,  I  fear, 
""  confirm  them  in  this  Way  of  thinking  ;  for  many  may 

hear  of  the  Queflion  that  neither  hear,  nor  can  com- 
prehend the  Reafons  for  putting  a  Negative  upon  it  j 
therefore,  I  hope,  the  Hon.  Gentleman  will  not  infift 
upon  it.' 

The  Debate  was  clofed  by  Edward  Southwell^  Efq,; 
who  fpoke  in  Subflance  as  follows : 
«  Sir, 
3Ed.  South weU^       *  As  Reformation  in  Religion  has  always  been  a  moft 
£%  frightful  Word  to  Priefls,  fo  Reformation  in  Govern- 

ment has  always,  for  the  fame  Reafon,  been  equally 
terrible  to  Minifters  :  Thofe  Abufes  in  Religion,  which 
make  a  Reformation  neceflary,  have  generally  been  in- 
troduced by  the  Cunning  of  Priefls,  for  increafing  their 
own  Power  or  their  Revenues ;  and  thofe  Abufes  in 
Government^  which  render  a  Reformation  necefTary^ 
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have  generally  been  introduced  by  the  Cunning  of  MI-  Anno  18. 
nifters,  in  order  to  increafe  their  own  Power  or  Profits.  peo»II.  i744« 
Thefe  two  Orders  of  Men  have,  therefore,  the  fame 
Reafon  to  dread  a  Reformationj  becaufe  it  muft  be  at- 
tended with  a  Diminution  of  their  Power  or  their  Pro*, 
fits,  and,  probably,  with  a  very  great  Diminution  of 
both.  For  this  Reafon,  Sir,  when  I  hear  a  Minifter 
running  out  againft  Reformation,  and  drefiing  it  up  in 
all  the  hobgoblin  Shapes  his  Fancy  can  fuggeft,  I  always 
think  of  the  Priefls  of  Diana  at  Ephefus  :  It  is  not  the 
Danger  that  threatens  the  Public,  but  the  Danger  tha4 
threatens  their  Shrine,  which  they  are  afraid  of ;  and 
as  the  overgrown  Power  of  Miniflers  is  of  as  pernicious 
Confequence  to  free  Government  as  the  overgrowa 
Power  of  Priefts  is  to  true  Religion,  a  Reformation  is 
often  as  nece.fTary  in  one  Cafe  as  the  other.  This  is  the 
Foundation  of  that  Maxim  laid  down  by  Machiavel^ 
That  in  order  to  preferve  a  free  Government,  it  ofteii 
becomes  neceflary  to  bring  it  back  to  its  firft  Principles  ; 
which  is  a  Maxim  the  Friends  of  Liberty  will  always 
take  Care  to  obferve,  and,  we  may  expert,  that  it  will 
be  as  conftantly  oppofed  by  Minifters,  who  always  have 
been,  and  always  will  be,  grafping  at  arbitrary  Power. 

<  Upon  this  Principle,  Sir,  let  us  examine  the  Mo- 
tion now  bfefore  us,  in  order  to  fee  whether  it  is  not  re- 
turning a  Step  back  to  our  ancient  Conflitution  ;  and, 
I  am  fure,  no  Man,  who  has  read  the  Hiflories  of  this 
Nation,  will  fay,  that  our  Anceftors  the  Saxons  ever 
thought  of  inviting  Men  to  ferve  the  Public  by  great 
Salaries  or  Penfions  :  On  the  contrary,  we  know,  that 
all  thofe  Offices  that  are  of  true  Saxon  Originals,  fuch 
as  Sheriffs,  Parifn  Offices,  and  moft  of  our  Offices  in 
Cities  and  Boroughs,  are  attended  with  an  Fxpence, 
inftead  of  being  of  any  Advantage  to  the  Offi-cer.  At 
leaft,  if  they  now  make  any  Advantage  of  tl  em,  it  is 
by  fome  Innovation  unknown  to  our  Anceftovs,  end 
fuch  a  one  as  they  would  never  have  allowed  to  be  in- 
troduced. But  the  Crown  having,  by  fome  Means  or 
other,  got  into  its  Pofleffion  the  arbitrary  Difpofal  o^f 
almoft  all  Offices  and  Places,  Minlfters  foon  found, 
that  the.  more  valuable  thofe  Offices  and  Places  v/ere 
made,  the  more  their  Power  would  be  extended  ;  there- 
fore they  re&lved  to  make  them  lucrauve  as  v/ell  as 
y  2  hgnourablcj 
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Anno  it.  honourable,  and  from  that  Time  they  have  been  by 
Ceo.^.^744.^  Degrees  increafing,  not  only  the  Number  of  Offices  and 
Places,  but  alfo  the  Profits  and  Perquifites  of  each. 
Not  only  large  Salaries  have  been  annexed  to  every 
Place  or  Office  under  the  Government,  but  many  of 
the  Officers  have  been  allowed  to  opprefs  the  Subjedt  by 
Sale  of  the  Places  under  them,  and  by  exadling  extra- 
vagant and  unreafonable  Fees,  w^hich  have  been  for  (o 
long  fufFered,  that  they  are  nov^  looked  on  as  the  legal 
Pei  quifites  of  the  Office.  Nay,  in  many  Offices  they 
feeni  to  have  got  a  cuftomary  Right  to  defraud  the 
Public;  and  we  know  how  careful  fome  of  our  late 
Minifters  have  been,  to  prevent  or  defeat  any  Parlia- 
mentary Inquiry  into  the  Conduct  and  Management  of 
any  Office. 

'  By  thefe  Means,  Sir,  the  Expence  of  our  Civil  Go- 
vernment is  become  fo  great,  that  it  is  hardly  in  the 
Power  of  the  People  to  fupport  it :  At  lead,  it  is  not  in 
their  Power  to  fupport  the  Expence  of  our  Givil  Go- 
vernment, and,  at  the  fame  Time,  to  fupport  a  foreign 
War  with  that  Vigour  which  is  neceflary  for  bringing 
it  to  a  happy  and  ipeedy  Conclufion.  But  this  is  not 
the  only  Inconvenience  that  attends  the  Multitude  of 
Offices  and  Places  under  our  Government,  and  the 
large  Salaries  and  Perquifites  annexed  to  them  :  They 
not  only  render  it  impoffibie  for  us  to  fupport  or  carry 
on  a  foreign  War  with  Vigour,  but  they  render  it  im- 
poffibie for  us  to  preferve  our  Liberties  without  fome 
great  Reformation  in  our  Conftirution.  The  Motion 
now  before  us  does  not,  therefore,  proceed  from  any 
extravagant  Spint  of  Reformation,  but  from  ajuft  Senfc 
of  the  Danger  we  are  expofed  to,  if  we  do  not  reform. 
As  to  the  Danger  that  threatens  our  Liberties,  I  do  not 
much  wonder  at  our  Minifters  not  being  affected  with 
it ;'  becaufe  from  the  whole  Courfe  of  our  Hiftory,  as 
well  as  from  late  Experience,  I  have  obferved,  that  as 
foon  as  a  Gentleman  becomes  a  Minifter,  or,  ^s  he 
calls  himfelf,  a  Servant  of  the  Crown,  he  fliakes  off  all 
Concern  for  (he  Liberties  of  his  Country,  and  whatever 
Profeffions  fome  of  our  prefent  Minifters  may  have  for- 
merly made,  f  am  afraid  it  will  be  found,  that  they 
have  no  more  Virtue  than  their  Prcdecellors. 

«  For 
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«  For  this  Reafon,  I  fay,  Sir,  I  do  not  wonder  at  Anno  j?. 
our  Minifters  not  being  afFe<Sled  witli  the  Danger  our  ^^°-  ^^'  ^744* 
Liberties  may  be  in  from  the  Number  of  our  Officers, 
and  the  high  Salaries  annexed  to  their  feveral  Offices  ; 
but  as  to  the  Danger  we  are  expofed  to  by  our  Inabih'ty 
to  fupport  a  foreign  War, ,  I  wonder  that  even  our  Mi- 
nifters are  not  affe6led  with  it.  My  Wonder  does  not 
arife,  Sir,  from  any  high  Notion  I  have  of  their  Virtue, 
or  Love  for  their  Country,  but  from  my  being  con- 
vinced, that  they  have  a  great  Love  for  themfelves, 
and  a  paramount  Regard  for  their  own  Safety  and  In- 
tereft.  We  are  now  engaged  in  a  War,  which,  I  am 
afraid,  will  either  end  very  much  to  our  Difadvantage, 
or  it  will  prove  much  more  tedious  and  expenfive  than 
was  at  firft  imagined.  If  by  our  Inability  to  fupport 
the  Expence  of  the  War,  it  fhould  be  brought  t^  an 
unhappy  Conclufion  :  If  inftead  of  taking  and  holding 
fome  new  Acquifitions,  we  fhould  lofe  fome  of  thofe 
we  are  now  poflefTed  of,  do  our  Minifters  think,  that 
the  People  would  blame  themfelves  for  not  contributing 
more  to  the  public  Expence  than  they  could  poffibly 
ipare?  Would  they  not  fay.  We  contributed  what 
would  have  been  fufficient  for  carrying  on  the  War 
with  Vigour,  and  concluding  it  with  Honour,  but  you 
diftributed  fo  much  of  the  public  Revenue  in  Salaries 
and  Penfions  among  yourfelves  and  your  Creatures,  that 
you  did  not  leave  fufficient  for  carrying  on  the  War  ? 
We  confined  ourfelves  to  a  bare  Subfiftence,  that  we 
might  contribute  the  more  largely  to  the  Expence  of 
the  War;  but  you  refolved,  in  the  Midft  of  public 
Diftrefs,  to  live  in  Splendor  and  Affluence  at  the  public 
Expence  ?  This  Method  of  Reafon ing  would  be  juft, 
and  from  this  Method  of  Reafoning  the  People  would 
lay  the  Blame  of  all  our  Misfortunes  upon  our  Mini- 
fters :  The  Outcry  would  probably  be  heightened  by 
fome  accidental  Mifcarriages,  if  not  by  fome  glaring 
Pieces  of  Mifcondu^t;  and  as  our  Army  and  Navy 
would  be  the  greateft,  and  the  moft  immediate  Sufferers, 
both  our  Soldiers  and  Sailors  would  join  in  the  general 
Outcry.  Our  Minifters  might,  perhaps,  be  able,  by  a 
packed  Majority  in  Parliament,  to  protect  themfelves 
againft  any  legal  Profecution  ;  but  fuch  a  general  Out- 
cry would  probably,  in  that  Cafe,  produce  a  general 

Y  3  lafui"- 
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Anno  I?.      Infurre£lion  ^o(  the  People,  fupported,  perhaps  begun, 
Geo.  II.  1744.    by  our  Soldiers  and  Seamen,  and  our  Minifters  would 
^>.i     ■  j ■"      ^  find  a  Vote  of  both  Houfes  but  a  feeble  Support  againft 
ftich  an  Infurre6lion. 

*  Now,  Sir,  though  Minifters  may,  perhaps,  give 
themfelves  very  little  Trouble  about  what  Misfortunes 
may  befall  their  Country,  yet  when  it  is  fo  very  proba- 
ble that  fuch  Misfortunes  may  bring  the  greateft  of  all 
Misfortunes  upon  themfelves,  I  cannot  but  be  furprifed 
to  find  them  fo  little  affected  with  the  Danger.  What 
jnay  be  the  Event  of  the  prefent  War,  no  one  can  tell : 
1  mufl  confefs,  I  do  not  at  all  think  ^he  Odds  in  our 
Favour;  but  let  the  Event  be  what  it  will,  if  our  Mi- 
riifters  fhould  agree  to,  and  adopt  this  Motion,  it  would 
contribute  not  a  little  towards  preventing  their  being 
made  anfwerable  for  the  Event  of  the  War ;  whereas, 
if  by  their  Means  it  be  rejected,  they  will  thereby  heap 
Coals  of  P^ire  upon  their  own  Heads,  by  which  the 
Heads  of  fome  of  them  may  very  probably  be  confumcd, 
if  this  Nation  fliould  meet  with  any  fignal  Misfortune. 
Thus  far  I  have  endeavoured.  Sir,  to  perfuade  our  Mi- 
nifters to  take  Care  of  themfelves,  though  I  fear  my 
Arguments  will  have  very  little  EiFe6i-,  becaufe  I  know 
how  prevalent  a  prefent  Advantage  is,  efpecially  in  this 
fellifh  Age,  when  put  in  the  Balance  againft  any  future 
Confideration  ;  I  (hall,  therefore,  leave  our  Minifters 
to  the  Guidance  of  their  own  good  or  evil  Genius,  and 
apply  myfelf  to  thofe  who  may  be  prefumed  to  have  a 
greater  Concern  for  the  Welfare  of  their  Country,  and 
the  Prefervation  of  its  Liberties,  than  they  have  for  any 
little  Advantage- or  Expectation  of  their  own. 

'  As  fuch  Men,  Sir,  are  capable  of  judging  without 
Prejudice,  I  am  fure,  they  muft  be  fenfible  of  the  great 
Danger  our  Liberties  are  in,  from  the  vaft  Influence 
the  Crown  has  of  late  Years  acquired  by  the  Multipli- 
cation of  Offices,  and  the  Increafe  of  Officers^  as  well 
as  the  Increafe  of  their  Salaries  and  Perquifites ;  for 
furely  no  Gentleman  will  fay,  that  our  Monarchy  would 
continue  to  be  a  limited  Monarchy,  if  the  Crown  were 
fure  of  having  always  a  Parliament  at  its  Devotion  5 
and  tiat  this  may  be  the  Cafe,  that  this  will  be  the 
Cafe,  is,  I  think,  abfolutely  certain,  if  fome  effectual 
Methods  be  not  wery  foon  taken  to  prevent  it.     A  Re- 
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formation  therefore  of  fome  Kind  or  other  Is  become  Anno  it, 
abfulutely  necefTary,  if  we  intend  to  preferve  our  Liber-  ^°*  "*  '''^** 
ties.  A  Place- Bill,  and  a  Bill  for  excluding  Officers  of 
all  Ranks  and  Degrees,  with  a  very  few  Exceptions, 
from  voting  at  Elections,  may  have  fome  EfFed  ;  but 
it  is  very  certain,  that  the  moil  effectual  Method  would 
be  to  diminifli  the  Number  and  Value  of  thofe  Gifts 
which  the  Crown  has  a  Power  to  beftow  ;  and  the  Mo- 
tion now  before  us  is,  I  think,  the  moft  obvious  Step, 
and  the  firft  Step  we  ought  to  take  for  this  Purpofe. 
The  Motion  is  in  itfelf  fo  reafonable,  and  the  Honour- 
able Gentleman  who  made  it,  has  chofen  fuch  a  feafon- 
able  and  critical  Conjun(Slure  for  oiFering  it  to  our  Con- 
fideration,  that,  if  it  be  not  agreed  to,  I  fhall  defpair 
of  ever  feeing  any  effectual  Law  made,  for  preventing 
that  corrupt  Influence,  which  the  Crown  has  a  Power 
to  make  ufe  of  both  in  Parliament  and  at  Eledlions.  A 
new  Adminiftration  may,  in  order  to  gain  a  little  Po- 
pularity at  their  firft  Entrance  into  Power,  connive  at 
the  introducing  and  paffing,  or  they  may  themfelves 
introduce  and  promote  fome  Bill,  that  has  a  fpecious 
Appearance  of  being  in  Favour  of  Liberty  ;  but  I  fhall 
never  expeil  an  effedual  Bill  from  that  Quarter.  I 
have  fuch  an  Opinion  of  Minifters,  that  I  cannot  be 
eafily  convinced,  that  they  will  ever  confent  to  have 
their  Power  efFedlually  abridged ;  therefore  I  muft  be 
of  Opinion,  that  if  ever  any  fuch  Bill  be  pafled,  it  muft 
make  its  Way  through  this  Houfe  againft  the  Power 
and  Influence  of  the  Adminiftration,  and  muft  be  forced 
through  the  other  two  Branches  of  the  Legiflature,  or 
one  of  them  at  leaft,  by  the  obftinate  Virtue  of  this 
AfTembly  :  Thank  God  1  we  have  ftili  the  Power  in 
our  Hands,  in  fome  Meafure,  to  compel  a  Compliance 
with  what  our  Conftituents,  as  well  as  ourfelves,  think 
abfolutely  necefTary  for  the  Prefervation  of  our  Confti- 
tution.  But  in  the  Cafe  now  before  us,  we  have  no 
Occafion  to  make  any  extraordinary  Ufe  of  our  Power: 
No  Tacking  is  propofed  :  No  Refufal,  no  nor  any  De- 
lay of  the  Supplies  is  defired  :  What  my  Hon.  Friend 
has  propofed,  comes  not  only  naturally,  but  necefTarily 
into  a  Supply  Bill,  and  confequently  muft  be  agreed  to 
by  the  other  two  Branches  of  the  Legiflature,  or  the 
Whole  of  this  Branch  of  the  Supply  muft  be  loft.     If 

Y  4  there- 
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Anno  it.       tlierefor«  fuch  a  natural  and  fuch  a  well-judged  Propo- 
Geo.  II.  X744.    fition  as  this,  in  Favour  of  our  Liberties,  be   reje(3:ed 
_  .  ^^  ^^.^  Houfe,,  can  I  fuppofe,  that  ever  any  other  can 

make  its  Way  through  this  Houfe  againft  the  Torrent 
of  minifteriai  Favour  ? 

'  This  Propofition,  Sir,  claims  our  Approbation,  not 
only  from  the  End  intended  by  it,  and  from  the  Method 
of  introducing  it,  but  alfo  from  the  Time  at  vi'hich  it 
has  been  introduced.  Was  ever  Nation  in  greater 
Dillrefs  than  this  is  at  prefent  ?  Engaged  in  a  War 
againit  two  of  the  richeft  and  moft  powerful  Nations 
in  Europe^  without  one  Ally  to  affift  us,  but  fuch  as  are  a 
Burden  to  us  :  Such  as  require  more  Affiftance  from  us 
than  they  can  give  us;  and  this  at  a  Time  when  our 
People  are  fo  loaded  with  Taxes,  that  even  the  Inge- 
nuity of  our  Minifters  can  fcarcely  invent  a  new  one  ; 
and  at  a  Time  when  almoft  all  thofe  Taxes  are  mort- 
gaged for  paying  off  the  Intereft  and  Principal  of  Debts 
contrad:ed  above  30  Years  ago.  In  this  War,  Sir,  our 
Trade  muft  be  greatly  diftrefied,  therefore  the  general 
Balance  muft  be  lefs  in  our  Favour  than  in  Time  of 
Peace,  or  in  any  former  War  we  were  ever  engaged 
in  ;  confequently  our  Returns  in  Gold  and  Silver  muft 
be  lefs  than  they  have  been  for  an  Age  pafled  ;  and  at 
the  fame  Time  we  muft  fend  out  great  Quantities  for 
paying  our  Armies  upon  the  Continent,  and  our  Sub- 
fidies  to  foreign  Princes.  As  cur  public  Credit  is  ftill 
good,  we  may  expert,  that  fome  of  the  Money  we  fend 
abroad  for  thefe  Purpofes,  will  be  returned  again,  in 
order  to  be  placed  in  our  public  Funds ;  but  we  are  in 
great  Danger  of  lofing  this  Supply  ;  for  as  many  of  our 
People  are  now  abroad,  or  at  Sea,  and  as  our  Landed 
Gentlemen  muft  live  more  fparingly,  the  Confumption 
muft  be  lefs,  and,  confequently,  the  Produce  of  moft 
of  our  Taxes  muft  decreafe  ;  fo  that  the  Sinking  Fund, 
■which  is  the  only  Fund  our  Creditors  can  truft  to  for 
having  their  Principal  paid  off",  may  in  a  fhort  Time  be 
totally  annihilated  ;  and  if  People  fliould  fee  that  Fund 
annihilated,  which  is  the  only  one  we  have  for  paying 
them  ofF  their  Principal,  they  would  foon  begin  to  be 
fhy  of  placing  their  Money  in  any  of  our  public  Funds. 

'  In  thefe  Circumftances,  Sir,  have  we  not  great 
|leafon  to  fear  bft  our  Enemy's  Purfe  ihould  be  found 
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to  be  loftser  than  our  own  ?  When  they  firft  entered  Anno  18. 
into  the  War,  they  had  00  old  Debts  to  pay,  nor  were  Geo.  0.^744:; 
any  of  their  Taxes  mortgaged.  Their  People  were 
fubject  to  no  Taxes  but  fuch  as  were  neceflary  for  Tup - 
porting  their  Government  in  Time  of  Peace,  and  they 
have  as  yet  impofed  but  very  few  new  Taxes.  It  is 
faid  of  Lewis  the  XlVth,  that  when  he  heard  of  War 
being  declared  againft  him  by  England^  he  faid.  He 
bien!  la  derniere  Guinea  Vemportera,  How  much  more 
Reafon  have  the  French  to  fay  fo  now  ?  No  People 
know  better  than  they  do  bow  to  ftand  upon  the  De- 
fenfive  :  No  People  are  better  provided  for  it.  Not- 
withftanding  the  many  lignal  Misfortunes  they  met 
with  in  the  iaft  War  we  were  engaged  in  againft  them, 
by  ftanding  upon  the  Defenfive  they  prolonged  the  War, 
and  fupported  it  by  the  Help  of  Spanijh  Galleons,  till 
both  the  Dutch  and  we  were  very  near  exhaufted  ;  for 
as  the  Spaniards  are  united  with  them  in  this  War,  as 
well  as  the  Iaft,  they  have  a  great  Advantage  over  us, 
becaufe,  notwithftanding  all  the  Men  of  War  and  Pri- 
vateers we  can  fit  out,  they  will  every  now  and  then 
be  getting  home  a  Spanijh  Galleon,  and  by  them  will 
be  continually  getting  a  Supply  of  Gold  and  Silver  ; 
whereas  we  can  get  no  Supply  of  thefe  Sinews  of  War, 
but  what  we  get  by  the  general  Balance  of  our  Trade, 
and  that  is  not,  I  am  afraid,  near  fo  much  in  our  Fa- 
vour as  it  was  during  the  late  War. 

'  Thus,  Sir,  fuppofing  we  were  in  no  Danger  of  be- 
ing out-numbered  in  Troops,  we  are  in  very  great 
Danger  of  being  out-numbered  in  Guineas;  and  if  our 
Funds  fhould  fail  before  the  War  can  be  brought  to  a 
Period,  what  will  becomfe  of  us  or  our  Allies  ?  As 
none  of  our  prefent  Allies  have  any  Funds  fufficient  for 
maintaining  the  Armies  they  have  on  Foot :  As  they 
have  no  Funds  to  truft  to  but  ours,  if  ours  fhould  fail, 
they  muft  fubmit  to  any  Terms  France  may  be  pleafed 
to  impofe  ;  and  if  wc  fliould  be  thus  left  to  fight  it  out 
hy  ourfelves  alone  againft  France  and  Spain,  and  that 
at  a  Time  when  we  had  neither  Money  nor  Credit  to 
fit  out  a  Squadron,  fhould  not  wc  be  under  a  Neceility 
of  fubmitting  to  the  fame  Sort  of  Terms  ?  In  thefe 
Circumftances,  Sir,  and  when  we  are  in  fo  much  Dan- 
ger of  being  run  out  before  the  War  can  be  brought  to 
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Anno  1?.  a  Perio(3,  will  any  Gentleman  fay,  that  we  ought  to 
Geo.  II.  1744'  allow  OUT  Minifters,  Placemen,  and  Penfioners,  to  enjoy 
the  fame  Salaries  and  Penfions  they  were  provided  with 
in  Time  of  Peace?  Or  that  we  ought  not  to  dedu£fc 
fome  Part  of  their  Salary  or  Penfion,  or  fubje6l  them 
to  fome  higher  Tax  than  any  other  Sort  of  People  ? 

*  But  this,  it  is  faid,  is  the  Pra£tice  of  arbitrary  Go- 
vernments, or  of  Princes  that  were  aiming  at  arbitrary 
Power ;  and  we  ought  not  to  make  their  Conduct  a 
precedent  for  ours.  Can  this  be  called  Reafoning,  Sir? 
Becaufe  an  arbitrary  Government  does  a  juft  or  a  right 
Thing,  therefore  we  are  never  to  do  fo.  If  we  can 
find  no  Precedent  for  this,  in  any  of  the  free  Govern- 
ments of  Europe^  it  is  becaufe  their  Minifters  and  Of- 
ficers have  either  no  Salaries  at  all,  or  no  more  than  is 
abfolutely  neceflary  for  fupporting  the  Dignity  of  their 
OfBce.  But  our  Minifters  and  Officers  have  higher 
Salaries  and  Perquifites  in  Proportion,  than  the  Mini- 
fters and  Officers  even  of  any  arbitrary  Government  -in 
Europe ;  and  ftnce  we  imitate  them  in  granting  high 
Salaries  and  Penfions,  we  ought  to  imitate  them  in 
making  Dedudions  when  we  are  involved  in  a  foreign 
War.  This  was  done  by  the  Court  of  Spain,  as  foon 
as  War  was  declared  againft  us,  if  there  is  any  Credit 
to  be  given  to  our  Gazettes  and  News-Papers :  In  or- 
der to  provide  for  the  Expence  of  the  War,  that  Court 
began  with  reducing  the  Appointments  of  all  their 
Officers,  both  civil  and  military,  and  with  annihilating 
the  Perquifites  of  many  others.  The  fame  Thing  was 
done  by  the  Court  of  Vienna^  when  they  found  them- 
felves  attacked  by  France  and  Spain,  In  Ruffta  like- 
wife  they  made  large  Dedu(9:ions  from  the  Salaries  of 
their  Officers,  during  the  War  with  Sweden-,  and  even 
lately  m  Denmark,  when  there  was  but  the  Appearance 
of  a  War  with  Sweden,  his  Danijh  Majefty  began  with 
laying  a  Tax  upon  all  Salaries  in  Proportion  to  their 
yearly  Produce.  If  no  fuch  Thing  has  been  pra<Slifed 
by  France,  it  is  becaufe  the  Quality  in  that  Kingdom 
are  proud  of  ferving  the  Government  both  in  the  civil 
and  military  Offices,  efpecially  the  latter,  without  any 
confiderable  pecuniary  Reward.  As  many  of  our  No- 
bility and  rich  Gentry  are  able  enough  to  fupport  the 
Dignity  of  any  public  Office  they  can  be  prefewed  to, 
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©ut  of  their  own  private  Fortunes^  furely  no  Man  will     Anno  i?. 

fav,  but  that  it  would  be  generous  in  them  to  do  fo,  at  ^*®*  "•  ^744* 

9  Time  when  their  Country  is  in  fuch  Danger  and  ' 

Diftrefs  ;  and  when  an  Officer  has  no  private  Fortune 

of  his  own,  but  a  good  Salary  from  the  Public,  furely 

it  would   be  generous  and  right  in  him  to  contrad:  his 

Way  of  Living,  and  give  up  one-half  of  his  Salary,  ia 

a  Time  of  public  Diftrefs.     If  our  public  Officers  wili 

not  voluntarily  do  what  is  generous  and  right,  they 

ought  to  be  made  to  do  fo  by  fome  public  Regulation  ; 

for   which  Purpofe  nothing  better  can,    I  think,  be 

contrived,  than  the  Propofition  now  under  our  Confi- 

deration. 

*  The  Oppofition  made  by  our  Minifters  to  this  Mo- 
tion is,  in  my  Opinion,  a  moft  convincing  Proof  of 
the  corrupt  Influence  that  proceeds  from  the  Lucrative- 
nefs  of  our  public  Offices  and  Employments.  This  of 
itfelf  alone  ought  to  be  a  prevailing  Argument  with 
every  Lover  of  Liberty  to  render  them  lefs  lucrative, 
even  fuppofing  that  the  public  Diftrefs  did  not  make  it 
necejfTary.  Minifters  may,  perhaps,  think,  that  nothing 
but  lucrative  Motives  will  prevail  with  Men  to  accept 
of  Places  or  Employments  in  the  Government  of  their 
Country  ;  becaufe  nothing  but  a  mercenary  Spirit  can 
prompt  a  Man  to  accept  of  any  fuch  upon  the  Terms 
they  are  generally  offered  by  Minifters,  I  mean,  upon 
Condition  of  betraying  their  Country  in  Parliament,  or 
at  Elections ;  hut  if  we  have  a  Mind  to  preferve  our 
Liberties,  I  am  fure,  we  ought  not  to  enable  the  Crown 
©r  its  Minifters  to  get  any  Servants  upon  fuch  Terms, 
If  the  Country  is  to  be  ferved  by  none  but  fuch  as  will 
agree  to  betray  its  Liberties,  I  had  rather  chufe,  it  fhould 
not  be  ferved  at  all ;  for  Anarchy  is  better  than  an  efta- 
bliflied  Tyranny,  becaufe  from  Confufion,  Order  may 
be  brought  forth  5  whereas  from  an  eftabliflied  Tyranny, 
nothing  but  irretrievable  Oppreffion  is  to  be  expe£ted. 
Therefore,  if  it  were  true,  that  nothing  but  lucrative 
Motives  could,  in  this  Country,  prevail  upon  Men  to 
ferve  their  Country,  it  would  with  me  be  no  Argument 
againft  rendering  the  Temptation  lefs  cogent ;  becaufe 
a  fmall  Salary  may  prevail  upon  a  poor  Man  to  ferve  the 
ipublic,  and  a  poor  Man  is  fi<ot  fo  able  to  fupport  an  op- 

preffive 
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Anno  18.      prefnve  Government,  as  an  avaricious  or  luxurious  rich 
Geo.  II.  1744.    ivian  Qiay  be. 

'  But,  Sir,  vi^h^tever  our  Minifters  may  think,  what- 
ever bad  Opinion  thvey  may  have  of  their  Countrymen, 
1  have  no  fuch  Opinion  of  them.  If  nothing  but  ho- 
nourable Services  v^ere  required,  Men  of  Honour  M^ould 
engage  in  the  Service  of  their  Country,  without  any 
pecuniary  Reward  j  and  I  do  not  think  it  in  the  leali: 
difficult,  to  introduce  fuch  a  Cuftom  as  would  make  it 
difhonourable  in  any  Man  of  Fortune  to  defire,  or  ac- 
cept of  a  fordid  pecuniary  Reward  or  Salary  for  any 
Service  he  did,  or  could  do  to  his  Country.  To  talk 
of  a  Man's  Right  to  a  pecuniary  Reward  for  ferving  his 
Country,  is  to  talk  in  that  vile  mercenary  Stile  that  has 
been  defignedly  introduced  of  late  Years,  in  order  to 
propagate  minifterial  Corruption  ;  but  to  talk  juftly,  no 
Man  has  a  Right  to  a  pecuniary  Reward  for  any  Service 
he  can  do  his  Country.  Sir,  the  Service  of  our  Coun- 
try is  like  the  Service  of  God  ;  when  we  have  done  all 
we  can,  we  have  done  but  our  Duty  ;  and  no  Man  can 
have  a  Right  to  a  Reward  for  doing  no,  more  than  his 
Duty.  The  Rewards,  therefore,  beflowed  for  public 
'Service,  are  not  what  any  Man  has  a  Right  to  demand, 
but  fuch  only  as  Generofity,  Charity,  or  Prudence  may 
induce  the  Country  to  beftow,  and  I  am  fure,  neither 
Generofity,  Charity,  nor  Prudence  can  be  pleaded  for 
giving  large,  or  indeed  any  pecuniary  Rewards  to  thofe 
who  are  already  pofieiTed  of  too  much  Riches;  and 
when  a  Country  is  itfelf  in  the  utmoft  Diftrefs,  furely 
it  ought  not  to  grant  fuch  high  pecuniary  Rewards, 
even  to  thofe  that  ftand  in  need  of  them,  as  it  may  do 
when  it  is  in  affluent  Circumftances ;  but  our  Condudt 
in  this  Country  feems  to  have  been  directly  the  con- 
trary ;  I  am  fure,  it  cannot  be  faid  that  we  have  been 
in  affluent  Circumftances  for  thefe  thirty  Years  paft  :  I 
believe,  every  impartial  Man  will  grant,  that  we  have 
been  for  that  whole  Time  in  a  declining  Condition  ; 
and  yet  in  that  Time  we  have  not  only  augmented  very 
needicfsly  the  Number  of  our  public  Officers  and  Ser- 
vants, but  we  have  greatly  augmented  the  Salaries  and 
Perquifites  of  many  of  them.  We  may  eafily  guefs. 
Sir,  with  what  View  thefe  Augmentations  were  made, 

and 
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and  we  mav  be  convinced,  that  the  fame  View  noW      Arjno  iS. 
creates  an  Oppofition  to  their  being  reduced.  ^       p^°-  il'JJ44« 

>  It  is  not  the  Danger,  Sir,  of  driving  Men  of  For- 
tune from  the  Service  of  their  Country,  but  the  Danger 
of  driving  Men  of  Fortune  from  the  Service  of  Mini- 
fters,  that  creates  an  Oppofition  to  this  Motion  ;  but 
this  is  fo  far  from  being  a  Reafon  for  me  to  oppofe  it, 
that  it  is  one  of  the  ftrongeft  Arguments  I  can  think  of 
for  agreeing  to  it.  I  wifh  we  could  drive  every  Man. 
of  Fortune  from  that  Service  ;  for  none  but,  Men,  who 
are  entirely  governed  by  their  Avarice  or  Luxury,  will 
ever  enter'into  the  Service  of  Miniilers  upon  the  Terms 
they  require ;  and  in  the  Hands'  of  fuch  Men,  neither 
the  Counfels,  nor  the  Treafure  of  the  Country  can  be 
fafe.  A  poor  Man  may  be  honell  and  faithful,  but  an 
avaritious  Man  will  be  neither,  if  he  can  fafejy  indulge 
his  Avarice  by  being  othervv^ife  :  A  poor  Man  may  live 
contented  upon  a  fmall  t^alary,  but  a  luxurious  Man  no 
Income  can  fatisfy  ;  therefore  he  will  endeavour  by  any 
Means  to  get  a  Supply.  Can  we  exp-^Cu  Sir,  that  either 
the  Counfels  or  Treafure  of  our  Country  will  be  fafe  in 
the  Hands  of  thofe  who,  in  order  to  get  them  into  their 
Hands,  have  agreed  to  betray  the  Liberties  of  their 
Country  ?  Sir,  if  they  do  not  fell  the  Counfels  of  their 
Country,  it  is  becauie  they  cannot  find  a  Purchafer; 
and  if  they  do  not  convert  the  Treafure  of  their  Coun- 
try to  their  own  Ufe,  it  is  becaufe  they  are  afraid  of  the 
Punifhment.  There  is  more  Danger  therefore,  with 
Re8;ard  to  the  public  Counfels  or  Treafure,  in  having 
fuch  Men  of  Fortune  employed,  than  in  having  Men 
of  no  Fortune  employed  in  the  public  Service ;  and 
with  Regard  to  our  Liberties,  the  Danger  is  infinitely 
greater  ;  becaufe  Men  of  no  Fortune  could  not  betray 
the  Liberties  of  their  Country  by  getting  into  Parlia- 
ment, nor  could  they  fo  powerfully  affift  an  opprelling 
Adminifiration  in  corrupting  our  LlecSfions. 

'  For  this  Reafon,  Sir,  we  ought  not  to  provide  any 
Minifter  with  the  Means  of  tempting  the  avaritious  or 
luxurious  Rich  to  accept  of  Places  or  Employments  in 
the  Government ;  and  much  fmaller  Salaries  or  Profits 
than  are  annexed  to  mod  c  f  thofe  Places  w^ould  be/  a 
fufficient  Temptation,  becaufe  they  would  be  a  fufficienc 
Support  for  Gentlemen  of  no  Fortune.  There  is  there- 
fore 
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^  Anno  18.  fore  HO  Weight  in  the  Obje6lion  made  to  this  Propod- 
Geo.ji.  1744.^  tion,  that  it  would  drive  all  Gentlemen  of  Fortune  and 
Charadler  out  of  the  public  Service  ;  becaufe  it  would 
drive  no  Gentlemen  of  Fortune  out  of  the  public  Ser- 
vice, but  fuch  as  ought  not  to  be  allowed  to  enter  into 
,  it ;  at  leaft  they  ought  not  to  be  tempted  by  lucrative 
Confiderations  to  enter  into  it,  efpecialiy  as  long  as  fuch 
Temptations  are  at  the  Difpofal  of  our  Minifters,  and 
as  long  as  a  lucrative  Place  in  the  Government  is  no 
Obje£i:ion  to  a  Gentleman's  being  a  Member  of  this 
Houfe. 

'  The  only  other  Objection  I  have  heard  made  to 
this  Propofition  is,  that  it  would  make  but  a  very  fmall 
Addition  to  our  public  Revenue,  if  we  make  thofc  Ex- 
ceptions, which  Juftice  and  Compaffion  require  :  I  have 
already  ftiewn.  Sir,  that  Juftice  has  nothing  to  do  in  the 
Quefiion,  becaufe  no  Man  has  a  Right  to  any  pecuniary 
Reward  from  the  Public  ;  and  as  to  Compaffion,  it  can- 
not, I  am  fare,  carry  us  farther  than  the  Hon.  Gentle- 
man who  made  the  Motion  has  mentioned.  Suppofe 
then  we  except  all  Salaries  and  Penfions  of  50/,  a  Year 
and  under,  will  any  Gentleman  fay,  that  ^s,  in  the 
Pound  upon  all  Salaries  and  Penfions  above  50/.  a  Year 
would  not  produce  a  very  confiderable  Revenue  ?  I  ftiall 
not  pretend  to  determine,  or  even  to  guefs  at  what  it 
would  produce  ;  but  I  may  fuppofe,  that  our  Salaries 
and  Penfions  above  50/.  a  Year,  amount  to  at  leaft  a 
Million  Sterling  ;  if  I  faid  two,  1  believe,  1  ihould  not 
be  miftaken  ;  but  fuppofing  no  more  than  one,  it  would 
produce  an  additional  annual  Revenue  of  200,000/.  a 
Year,  without  any  additional  Charge;  and  fuch  an  ad- 
ditional Revenue  is,  I  think,  far  from  being  inconfi- 
derable,  at  a  Time  when  our  Government  finds  itfelf 
under  a  Neceffity  of  indulging  even  the  raoft  deftruc- 
tive  Vice  of  the  People,  in  order  to  raife  Money  by 
taxing  it. 

'  I  {hall  conclude.  Sir,  with  recommending  it  to  our 
Minifters  and  Placemen,  to  fhew  fome  Regard  to  them- 
felves,  fince  I  find  they  will  (hew  none  to  the  People, 
by  whom  they  fubfift,  and  wallow  in  Plenty.  Thefe 
Gentlemen  muft  furely  be  fenfible,  that  a  very  furious 
Spirit  is  rifing  in  this  Nation  againft  Placemen  of  all 
RaFiks  and  Degrees,  If  any  Calamity  ihould  befall  the 
4  Nation, 
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Nation,  the  Whole  of  the  Blame  will  be  laid  upon     Anno  ig. 
them ;  and  this  may  render  the  Spirit  now  rifing  (o  ^^°' "'  I?^.\ 
sutrageous,    as   not  to   be  kept   v/ithin  any  Bounds,  **         • 

Every  Placeman  will  then  be  looked  on  as  a  public 
Criminal ;  and  the  rejedting  of  this  Motion  will,  I  am 
fure,  no  Way  contribute  towards  alleviating  the  Rage 
of  the  People,  Do  thefe  Gentlemen  think,  that  a  De- 
dudion  from  their  Salaries  would  then  be  thought  a 
fufficient  Atonement  ?  They  would  be  looked  on  as  the 
Authors  of  thofe  Meafures  that  had  brought  all  our  Ca- 
lamities upon  us.  The  Words  of  the  Scripture  would 
then  be  applied  to  them :  They  have  laid  a  great  Load 
upon  the  People,  but  would  not  touch  it  themfelves 
with  one  of  their  Fingers.  In  fuch  a  Cafe,  i  doubt 
much  if  their  Perfons  would  be  fafe.  This  they  ought 
to  think  of,  even  for  their  own  Sakes  ;  and  if  they  con- 
fider  this  as  they  ought,  I  am  fure,  they  will  chearfuUy 
fubmit  to  the  double  Tax  propofed  ;  becaufe  their  bear- 
ing fuch  a  great  Share  of  the  Burden,  would,  in  the  Day 
of  Tribulation,  be  fome  Sort  of  Excufe  for  their  Con- 
du6t.  It  would  be  fome  Sort  of  Proof,  that  they  had 
not  involved  their  Country  in  a  dangerous  and  expen- 
live  War  out  of  mere  Wantonnefs;  and  an  Error  in 
Judgment  every  reafonable  Man  will  be  ready  to  excufe. 
I  theriefore  hope,  that  all  fuch  of  them  as  have  Seats  in 
this  Houfe,  will  join  with  me  in  giving  their  Affirma- 
tive to  the  Queftion,  and  in  that  Cafe  I  fhould  have  no 
Doubt  of  its  Succefs.' 

Dec,  10.  The  Land -Tax  Bill  wzs  prefented,  re- 
ceived, read  the  firft  Time,  arid  ordered  to  be  read  a 
fecond  Time, 

A  Bill  more  efFe£lually  to  prevent  the  receiving  of  Pawnbr  kers 
ftolen  Goods,  by  the  regulating  of  Pawnbrokers,  was  Bill  committed* 
read  a  fecond  Time,  and  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  whole  Houfe.  Ordered,  That  it  be  an  Inftruc- 
tion  to  the  faid  Committee,  that  they  have  Power  to 
receive  a  Claufe,  or  Claufes,  to  punifti  Perfons  who 
fhall  print  or  publifh  any  Advertlfement  or  Notice  of  a 
Reward,  for  the  Recovery  of  ftolen  Goods,  "  without 
"  Queftions  afked,'*  or  with  any  Promife  of  any  In- 
demnity to  the  OiFender. 


Anno  iS. 
Geo.  II.  1744. 
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Refolutions  of 
the  Committee 
©f  Supply, 


Re/olution  of 
the  Committee 
of  Ways  and 
Means. 


C    344    3 

Dec,  II.  The  Land-Tax  Bill  was  read  a  feconi 
Time,  and  committed. 

Dec,  15.  Mr.  Gyhhon  reported  from  the  Committee 
of  the  whole  Houfe,  to  whom  the  Land -Tax  Bill  was 
referred,  the  Amendments  which  the  Committee  had 
made  to  the  Bill ;  which  Amendments,  with  Amend- 
ments to  fome  of  them,  were  agreed  to  by  the  Houfe. 

Dec.  17.  The  engroffed  Land -Tax  Bill  was  read  the 
third  Time,  fome  Amendments  propofed  and  agreed  to, 
and  then  the  Bill  pafied  the  Houfe. 

Jan,  II.  The  Deputy-Secretary  at  War  prefented 
the  ufual  Eflimates,  which  Were  ordered  to  lie  upon  the 
Table  for  the  Pt^rufal  of  the  Members. 

yan,  15.  Mr.  Rawlinfon  Earle  prefented  to  the  Houfe 
an  Ellimate  of  the  Charge  of  the  Office  of  Ordnance 
for  1745,  which  was  ordered  to  lie  upon  the  Table  for 
the  Perufal  of  the  Members. 

Jan,  17.  Mr.  Fane  reported  from  the  Committee  of 
Supply  the  following  Refolutions,  vl%,  i.  That  15,768 
effedive  Men,  including  18 15  Invalids  (Commiffioii 
and  Non-commiflion  OfHcers  included)  be  employed 
for  Guards,  Garrifons,  ^c,  in  Great  Britain^  for  the 
Service  of  the  Year  1745.  2.  That  499,936/.  9X.  7^. 
be  granted  for  defraying  the  Charge  of  the  faid  15,768 
elfedive  Men,  for  1745.  3.  That  195,008/.  \\s,  7^; 
be  granted  for  the  Charge  of  the  Oi^ce  of  Ordnance, 
for  Land-Service,  for  1745.  4.  That  68,426/.  145.  6^. 
be  granted  for  defraying  the  extraordinary  Expence  of 
the  Office  of  Ordnance  for  Land  Service,  not  provided 
for  by  Parliament.  Which  Refolutions  were  agreed  to 
by  the  Houfe. 

'Jan,  18.  The  ordinary  Eflimate  of  his  Majefty's 
Navy  for  1745,  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  and  or- 
dered to  lie  upon  the  Table  for  the  Perufal  of  the 
Members. 

Jan,  22.  Mr.  Fane  reported  from  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  the  following  Refolution  :  That  to- 
wards raifmg  the  Supply  granted  to  his  Majefty,  the 
Duties  on  Malt,  Mum,  Cyder,  and  Perry,  which  have 
Continuance  to  June  24,  1 745,  be  further  continued^ 
and  charged  upon  all  Malt  which  fhali  be  made,  and  all 
Mum  which  fhall  be  made  or  imported,  and  all  Cyder 
and  Perry  which  fbail  be  made  for  Sale,  within  the 

Kingdom 
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Kingdom  of  Great  Britain^  from  June  23,  1 745,  to     Anno  18. 
June  24,    1746.     Which   RefDlution  was     agreed  to  Geo.  II.  1744. 

by  the  Houfe,  and  a  Bill  ordered  to  be«brought  in,  pur-  ' -,~    -f 

(uant  thereto. 

Jan.  23.  The  Malt  Bill  was  prefented,  and  read  the 
jRrft  Time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  fecond  Time. 

Jan,  24.  The  Malt  Bill  was  read  a  fecond  Time, 
and  committed. 

Mr.  Fane  reported  from  the  Committee  of  Supply  the  Refolutlons  of 

following  Refolutlons,  viz.  I.  That  781,698/.  l6s.  7.d.  the  Committee 
be  granted  for  defraying  the  Charge  of  28,107  effe(51:ive  °^  Supply. 
Men,  Commiffion  and  Non-com  million  Officers  in- 
cluded, for  the  Service  of  the  War  in  Flanders^  for 
1745.  2.  That  37,610/.  i8j.  %d.^  be  granted  for  the 
Pay  and  Forage  of  the  General  and  StafF-Oficers,  and 
likewife  for  the  Pay  of  the  Officers  of  the  Hofpital, 
ferving  with  his  Majefly's  Forces  in  Flanders^  for  1745. 
3.  That  11,550  Marines,  Commiilion  and  Non-com- 
miffion  Officers  included,  employed  for  the  Year 
1744,  be  continued  for  the  Service  of  1745.  4.  That 
:;io6,253/.  151.  be  granted  for  defraying  the  Charge 
of  the  laid  Marines,  for  1745.  5.  That  65,265/.  135-. 
5^/.  I  be  granted  for  making  good  the  Deficiency  of  the 
General  Fund,  for  the  Year  ended  at  Michaelmas  1744. 
6.  That  5995/.  85.  %d.  be  granted,  to  replace  to  the 
Sinking  Fund  the  like  Sum  paid  out  of  the  fame,  to 
make  good  the  Deficiency  of  the  additional  Stamp- 
Duties,  at  Chriji?nas  I'J^'l.  7.  That  13,957/.  19^.  id.  ~ 
be  granted,  to  replace  to  the  Sinking  Fund  the  like  Sum 
paid  out  of  the  fame,  to  make  good  the  Deficiency  of 
the  Duty  of  ins.  z  Barrel  on  Svi'eets,  or  Wines  made 
from  Briti/h  or  foreign  Fruit  or  Sugar,  at  Michaehnas 
1744,  Which  Refolutions  were  agreed  to  by  the 
Houfe. 

Jan.  25.  The  Pawnbrokers  Bill  was  tranfmitted  to  a 
fele6l  Committee. 

Jan,  28     The  Malt  Bill,  with  Amendments,  was 
ordered  to  be  ingrofTed. 

Mr.  Chancellor  of  the   Exchequer,  by  his  Majefly's  Copies  of  Trea- 
Command,  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  Copy  of  a  Treaty,  ties  prefeateiJ, 
concluded  Auguft  \  i,  1744,  at  London.^  with  the  Qi^een 
of  Hungary.,  and  Trandation. — Copy  of  a  Treaty  con- 
cluded at  Whitehall,  Jpril  27,  1744.,  with  the  Kledtor 
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of  Mmi%,  and  Tranflation*- — Copy  of  a  Treaty  of  Al-* 
Jiance  between  hisMajefty,  the  King  of  Great  Britain^ 
their  High  Mightinefles  the  States  General  of  the  United 
Provinces  of  the  Netherlands^  of  the  one  Part,  and  his 
iiioft  Serene  Electoral  Highnefs  of  Cologne^  Bifhop  and 
Prince  of  Munjier^  of  the  other  Part,  Hague^  July  4, 
1744,  and  Tranflation.  Which  Papers  were  ordered 
to  \\&  upon  the  Table,  for  the  Perufal  of  the  Membeis 
pf  the  Houfe, 
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